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PREFACE 

My aim has been to bring together passages of ap- 
preciable length selected from Theodore Roosevelt's 
Autobiography and from his more significant writings in 
the fields of history, adventure, public questions, and 
natural history. It was in these diverse fields that his 
wide interests, his intensity and enthusiasm and his 
habits of clear thinking led him to write vigorously and 
with authority. In these selections, moreover, are re- 
vealed the characteristics of his mind and spirit. 

Americanism can best be studied concretely through the 
careers of great Americans. For such a purpose few lives 
will be more useful than that of Roosevelt. If this book 
stimulates among the present and future generations of 
young Americans an interest in this great man's life and 
leadership and in his ideals for democracy practically 
applied, it will have fulfilled my purpose. 

My especial thanks are due to Mrs. Edith Carow 
Roosevelt for permission to use generously material from 
Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography , without which this 
book would have been incomplete. 

M. G. F. 

Bloomington, Indiana. 
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xii INTRODUCTION 

Succeeded to the Presidency upon the death of President 
McKinley, September 14, 1901. 

Elected President, November 8, 1904. 

Awarded NobeJ Peace Prize for efforts in connection 
with the Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty, 1906. 

Retired to private life upon expiration of Presidential 
term, March 4, 1909. 

Became contributing editor of The OuUook, 1909. 

Sailed for Africa on a hunting trip, March 23, 1909. 

Returned from African trip, arriving at New York, 
June 18, 1910. 

Announced candidacy for a second nomination for the 
Presidency, February 25, 1912. 

Broke with the Republican Party and formed the 
Progressive Party, June 22, 1912. 

Nominated for President by the Progressive Party, 
August 7, 1912. 

Shot, at Milwaukee, by John Schrank, October 14, 1912. 

Defeated for Presidency by Woodrow Wilson, Novem- 
ber 5, 1912. 

Started on hunting and exploring trip in South America, 
October 14, 1913. 

Discovered and explored the River Theodore in Brazil, 
February to April, 1914. 

Returned to New York, May 19, 1914* 

Declined Progressive nomination for Presidency and 
supported Hughes, the Republican nominee, 1916. 

After declaration of war with Germany, offered to raise 
an army division, but the War Department declined his 
offer, 1917. 

I^j'ed at Ss^amore Hill, January ^, l^V^. 
A record such as this, even thoug\i aUVppfc^ ol ^ ^^\«^ 
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and enlargement, constitutes a most impressive career. 
But it represents inadequately the variety of Roosevelt's 
achievements. To do this, it should evidence his knowledge 
of history equalled by few, his hunting trips and explora- 
tions which made him familiar not only with remote parts 
of his own country but^ also with two of the less well- 
known continents,* his standing among scientists as an 
authority on the habits of big game in America and in 
Africa, his popularity and effectiveness as a speaker, his 
wide range of reading to which might be apphed De- 
Quincey's description of his own accomplishment. Finally 
his books and other writings sufficient in number and 
quality to give him an enduring reputation in the field oi 
letters irrespective of his other achievements. Further- 
more his domestic life was filled with the manifold re- 
sponsibilities of a husband and father, responsibilities 
which he felt as intensely as those of his pubUc life, and 
discharged as faithfully. Such diversified ability as this 
seems to justify the statement made of him that "since 
Cffisar, perhaps no one has attained among crowded duties 
and great responsibilities, such high proficiency in so many 
separate fields of activity." 

Roosevelt's Personality 

On more than one occasion Roosevelt said of himself 
that he was simply a man of ordinary abihties who had 
made the most of the gifts that were his. He was doubt- 
less sincere in this opinion, but he was undeniably the 
possessor of native endowments such as come to few men. 
The elements of his extraordinary ^'s^'ovikS&Nrs \«M^>^wea. 
80 sympathetically and ia\T\>j ^\. \ot«cl Ns^ ^sfi. "^^^ 
ftfend, Senator Henry Cabot l^A^e/m^xassK^ss^^^ 
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willed to do. As he n*«3(/^ 

,n, a goixl sliot, a bold v^'j:^/, 
exceptionally KuceessT v/ ,, 
most abnumiul onei^' wut^j^/^ ^ -^ , 
r and conquer in so many ^i^^ -^ ^J 
leut. But KometLing more ^,^^^^^ 
ia needed for the largest ^^''^^^^^^'f 
I's high places. The first r&^^_^- 
■.y to lead, and that ability Th^^ .^ 
d in full measure. Whether in aT^^ 
ield, in a fight or in politics, he suto*" 
as Webster once remarked, there 
Mm for thoMe who can get there, tj^^, 
s to say 'come' rather than 'go,' and ~ 
if command. 

most commonly made upon Theodore 
, lie wa,s impulsive and impetuous, tliat 
hinking. He would have been the last 
y. His head did not turn when fume 
choruses of admiration sounded in his 
ther vain nor crodulou-s. He kuew tlmt 
md never licsitated to admit them to be 
rect them or i>ut them behind him when 
were such. But he wasted no time in 
ng, or vainly regrt'tting them. It is 
middle way did not attract him. He 
both in praise and censure, although 
yze qualities and balance them justly 
tter than he. He felt strongly, and as 
lents of any kind, he expressed himself 
Hut vehemence is not violence nor is 
which a very wise maii. d^i«d. m. *. 
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brief madness. It was all according to hit 
his eager cordiality in meeting men and Vk 
interest in other people's cares or joys, was i 
some persons thought who did not know h\ 
profoundly natural, it was all real, and in 
in no other was he able^ to meet and greet h 

"The feeling that he was impetuous and i 
also due to the fact that in a sudden, seei 
pected crisis he would act with great rapidity 
pened when he had been for weeks, perhaps 
considering what he should do if such a c 
He always beheved that one of the most imp 
ments of success, whether in public or in priva. 
to know what one meant to do under given circi 
If he saw the possibility of perilous questions 
was his practice to think over carefully just how 
act under certain contingencies. Many of tht 
gencies never arose. Now and then a contingency 
an actuahty, and then he was ready. He knew 
meant to do, he acted at once, and some critics co 
him impetuous, impulsive, and, therefore, dangei 
cause they did not know that he had thought the 
all out beforehand. Very many people, powerful i 
in the community, regarded him at one time as a df 
radical, bent upon overthrowing all the safegi 
society and planning to tear out the foundatioi 
ordered hberty. As a matter of fact, what 1 
loosevelt was trying to do was to strengthen A 
iciety and American government by demonstr 
le American people that he was aixm^\% ^ 
onomic equality and a moTe ^eiietoxsa \Xi^»A^3« 

nty for all men, and tkiat wry c»TDMc».viNssa.^ 
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of business, which threatened the control of the Govern- 
ment by the people who made it, was to be curbed and 
resisted, just as he would have resisted an enemy who 
tried to take possession of the city of Washington. He 
had no hostility to a man because he had been successful 
in business or because he had accumulated a fortune. If 
the man had been honestly successful and used his fortune 
wisely and beneficently, he was regarded by Theodore 
Roosevelt as a good citizen. The vulgar hatred of wealth 
found no place in his heart. He had but one standard, one 
test, and that was whether a man, rich or poor, was an 
honest man, a good citizen, and a good American. 

"All men admire courage, and that he possessed in the 
highest degree. But he had also something larger and 
rarer than courage, in the ordinary acceptation of the 
word. When an assassin shot him at Chicago he was 
severely wounded; how severely he could not tell, but it 
might well have been mortal. He went on to the great 
meeting awaiting him and there, bleeding, suffering, 
ignorant of his fate, but still unconquered, made his speech 
and went from the stage to the hospital. What bore 
him up was the dauntless spirit which could rise victorious 
over pain and darkness and the unknown and meet the 
duty of the hour as if all were well. A spirit like this 
awakens in all men more than admiration, it kindles 
affection and appeals to every generous impulse. 

"Very different, but equally compelling, was another 

quality. There is nothing in human beings at once so sane 

and so sympathetic as a sense of humor. This great gift 

the good laiiies conferred upon Theodore Roosevelt at his 

S/r^A in unstinted measure, l^o man evet \v»A ^ TcvaT^ 

abundant sense of humor — joyous, Yrrepie«;sM'fe \i\nskftT-- 
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and it never deserted him. Even at the most serious and 
even perilous moments if there was a gleam of humor any- 
where he saw it and rejoiced and helped himself with it 
over the rough places and in the dark hour. He loved fun, 
loved to joke and chaff, and, what is more uncommon, 
greatly enjoyed being chaffed himself. His ready smile and 
contagious laugh made countless friends and saved him 
from many an enmity. Even more generally effective than 
his humor, and yet allied to it, was the universal knowledge 
that Roosevelt had no secrets from the American people, 
"Yet another quaUty — perhaps the most engaging of 
ail — ^was his homely, generous humanity which enabled 
him to speak directly to the primitive instincts of man. 

' He dwelt with the tribes of the marsh and moor, 

He sate at the board of kings; 
He tasted the toil of the burdened slave 

And the joy that triumph brings. 
But whether to jungle or palace hall 

Or white-walled tent he came, 
He was brother to king and soldier and slave. 

His welcome was the same.' 

"He was very human and intensely American, and this 
knit a bond between him and the American people which 
nothing could ever break. And then he had yet one more 
attraction, not so impressive perhaps as the others, but 
none the less very important and very captivating. He 
never by any chance bored the American people. They 
mi^t laugh at him or laugh with him, they might like 
what he said or dislike it, they im^t a^p^^ ^>i5ft.\ssssv ^^ 
disagree with him, but they were nevet ^^^tv^ ciWssss 
and he never failed to interest tViem. ^evjs^xxftN^^'^^'^ 
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laborious, or dull. If he had made awr^y ^ja 
interesting and entertaining he would. J]^^ -^^ 
tiresome. He was unfailingly attrac?//v^<? 
always perfectly natural and liis own z/.,^^ 
And so all these things combined to give Jj/^ 
the American people, not only upon their 
their hearts and their instincts, whicli notl 



weaken and which made liim one of tlie mt^?^^ 
as he was one of the strongest characters that 
of popular government can show. He was al^ 
is very revealing and explanatory^ too, of his vast 
ity, a man of ideals. He did not expose them da 
roadside with language fluttering about them 
Thibetan who ties his slip of i)aper to the pra^ 
whirling in the wind. He kept his ideals to him 
the hour of fulfillment arrived. 8omc of them 
dreams of boyhood from which he never depa 
which I have seen him carry out shj-lj^ and yet th 
and with intense personal satisfaction. 

*'He had a touch of the knight errant in his dail 
though he would never have admitted it; but it v 
It was not visible in the medieval form of shini 
and dazzling tournaments but in the never-ceas; 
to help the poor and the oppressed, to defend an 
women and children, to right the wronged and s 
downtrodden. Passing by on the other side "w 
mode of travel through life ever possible to him; a 
was as far distant from the professional philantl 
could well be imagined, for all he tried to do to 
feUow men he regarded as part of the day's w( 
done and not talked about. No man e\^er pri2 
ment or hated sentimentality moTe t\v2Liv.\\^. ^^ 
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xxu INTRODUCTION 

Roosevelt as a Writer 

Of the many sides to Roosevelt's activity, this voh 
aims to present merely one — ^his hterary work. It 
been well said of him that if he had any professior 
private life it was that of Uterature. His fondness 
writing began even in college and continued until 
death. He enjoyed his literary work thoroughly j 
always hoped that it would take a larger part in his 
than other duties usually permitted. But these ot 
matters were so pressing that Roosevelt could seldom % 
to his writing more than his spare time. Nevertheless 
was able in the midst of manifold duties to accomplis 
great deal. 

An illustration in point is the way in which he wrote 
account of the Rough Riders. Upon his return from Ci 
in the summer of 1898, Roosevelt engaged to write 
account of thapart his regiment had taken in the Spani 
American War. The story was to appear first in Scribn 
Magazine, and later to be pubhshed a6 a book. A j 
weeks after agreeing to write the account, he began 
vigorous campaign for the Governorship of New York, 1 
neither the campaign nor duties after he took office j 
vented him from delivering the monthly instalments 
schedule time. Of almost every one of his books it mij 
be said that it was written in the spare moments of 
busy life as a relaxation from public duties. This < 
cumstance gives force to the remark of John Morley, 
English statesman and author, that "Roosevelt wa* 
man of letters temporarily assigned to other duty." 

/a a survey of RooseveWs Uterary achievement 
^^t Impressive feature is its quantity. ^Wlaen^RiOQefe 
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many other activities are taken into consideration, the 
quantity of his work becomes more signij&cant. The list 
of his books on page xxxv shows over thirty titles — ^an 
accomplishment which in the case of a man giving un- 
divided attention to writing would be remarkable as an 
output for a period of about forty years. And when to 
these books, his major productions, are added the scores of 
speeches, state papers, magazme articles and newspaper 
editorials, which as yet are largely uncollected into book 
form, his work becomes more impressive even when con- 
sidered merely in respect to quantity. 

But a still more striking featiu-e of his hterary work is 
its range. Few writers have equalled Roosevelt in the 
production of works so varied in kind. He wrote his- 
tory— TAe Naval War of 1812, The Winning of the West, 
A History of New York, He wrote biography — lives of 
Benton, Morris, and OUver Cromwell. He described in 
books of travel and adventure his hunting and exploring 
trips in the Rocky Mountains, in Africa, and in South 
America. His more important magazine articles and 
speeches dealing with problems of government and citizen- 
ship were collected into volumes such as American Ideals ^ 
The Strenuous Life, and History as Literature, He wrote 
also much on natural history — The Deer Family in America 
and Life History of African Game Animals, being notable 
books in this field. In addition to all these dififerent types 
of books, mention must be made of liis autobiography, his 
lectures, his orations, his state papers, and his editorials. 

With aU their extent and variety, Roosevelt's writings 
would not deserve attention unless they wet^ ^cAJji 'ssi^ 
important contributions in their sev^xaX^"^^^. ^X>£i5b5v.\sNss^ 
of them have permanent value ol W\\a V\\v\ ^^^xas.^^^^*^ 
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verdict of those competent to judge. In particular is this 
true of his work in history and the kindred field of biog- 
raphy. Of his several books in this field, the four volumes 
of The Winning of the Westj — a brilliant and accurate ac- 
count of the deeds of the frontiersmen in Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, and the Old Northwest, covering the closing years 
of the eighteenth century and the opening ones of the nine- 
teenth, are alone sufficient to establish Roosevelt's position 
as an historian. This book deservedly ranks vnth the 
best historical writings that America has produced. 

Roosevelt's books of travel and adventure also possess 
unquestioned value. Those relating to his experiences in 
the Far West contain unique pictures of the vanished 
frontier life, this being especially true of the volume Ranch 
Life and Hunting Trail, The books treating of his African 
and his South American trips contain not only interesting 
adventures but also valuable scientific information. 
Upon this point. Sir H. H. Johnston, an English ex- 
plorer and authority on Africa whose opinion is entirely 
unprejudiced, says with reference especially to African 
Game Trails , ''We should like to see Mr. Roosevelt's book 
take its place in the ranks of Bates's Naturalist in the 
AmazonSy SchilUngs' With Flash Light and Rifle, and works 
of that character. He is a good zoologist and a peculiarly 
accurate and discriminating observer. Although he has 
traversed lands visited by some of the greatest naturalist 
explorers of the world, he has still made discoveries him- 
seljf, or through others, and records a great many facts not 
hitherto known about the life history of beasts and birds in 
Equatorial East Africa." A similar statement could be 
mader^arding the interest and scientific value of his lat«* 
^oJr, TAron^k ^ Brazilian TFiJdem^ss, 
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The above quotation suggests the standing which 
Roosevelt's observations on the habits of mammals and 
birds have among naturalists. Most of his writing in this 
field was done incidentally to his accounts of his hunting 
trips. There is comparatively Httle of this material in his 
earlier writings, such as Hunting Trips of a Ranchman, 
Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail, The Wilderness Hunter, 
but there is more and more of it in the later books, such as 
Old Door Pastimes of an American Hunter, African Game 
Trails and Through the Brazilian Wilderness. Roosevelt 
was r^retful that he did not devote more space in these 
first books to natural history. "I vaguely supposed," he 
said in later hfe, "that the obvious facts on the habits of 
the animals were known and let most of my opportunities 
pass by." Books especially devoted to this subject, such as 
The Deer Fmnily in America, and Ldfe Histories of African 
Game Ammals, contain important contributions to natural 
history and ^how that Roosevelt possessed the quaUficar 
tions of a naturahst, — ^keenness of observation, clearness of 
mind, accuracy in deduction, and absolute regard for 
truth. Roosevelt was, of course, not a scientist or a 
biologist in the narrower sense of the term. He cared 
nothing for the so-called "closet" study of natural history, 
but made his interest the study of the Hving animal in its 
habitat. As John Burroughs s&ys of him, "He was a 
naturalist on the broadest grounds, uniting much technical 
knowledge with knowledge of the daily Hves and habits of 
all forms of wild life." One result at least of Roosevelt's 
natural history writings has been to remind his country- 
men (rf the spirit of love, of zeal, and of inteUigence with 
which they should approach natvit^m^iD:^ <i\*^^>«<^^$sss&^ 
aspects. 
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When we turn to that section of Roosevelt's writings 
containing his addresses, essays, state papers, and mis- 
cellaneous writings, we come to the part of his work which 
has the least merit in a literary sense. Nevertheless these 
productions constitute a body of pohtical idealism which 
the future will not overlook, the underlying ideas of which 
have been well summarized by Mr. Harold Howland as 
follows: "First he believed in a sternly moral standard of 
conduct. Right is right and wrong is wrong. It does not 
make wrong right to say that it is done in defense of prop- 
erty, on the one hand, or, on the other, done in behalf of 
the people. . . . Secondly, he believed in democracy. He 
believed in it, not in any theoretical, doctrinaire fashion, 
but with pecuUar concreteness and directness. . . . 
Thirdly, he laid a compelling emphasis upon the respon- 
sibihty of the individual citizen as the primary condition 
of national progress. . . . Lastly, he held to the golden 
middle course, not tepidly or timorously, but with the 
zeal and the conviction of a crusader. He was a middle- 
of-the-road man, not because he was unwilling or afraid 
to commit himself to the position on either side, but he 
found the way to truth to lie midway between the two 
extremes. He was a zealot and a fighter for the truth, 
justice and righteousness. He found no monopoly of any 
one of these precious possessions in the camp of the ex- 
tremists on either side. . . . This was the fourfold struc- 
ture of his creed: righteousness, democracy, individual 
character, and the true balance between opposing 
forces." ^ 

Against the underlying ideas in Roosevelt's speeches. 

^ ^^Tbeodore Roosevelt and his Tmea " Indepctwfenf, Jan- 
«a^ ^9, 1919. 
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and essays the charge of commonplaceness has sometimes 
been brought. The truth qf the charge may be admitted, 
but it must be added that it was no ordinary and dull use 
of the commonplace. With Roosevelt the ordinary took 
on the air of extreme novelty because he imparted to it 
energy and passion. In regard to his abiUty to do this, it 
has been said, "He did not content himself with a bare 
statement that children ought to love their fathers and 
mothers. In his hands the obvious became a flaming 
sword. He would wave it vehemently above his head and 
defy the world to deny that crime ought to be punished and 
virtue rewarded. Such zest and joy did he put into his 
vigorous enunciations of what all sane men agree to be 
true, that he somehow appeared, even when uttering 
platitudes, a great* moral and political discoverer." Such 
ability to vivify ordinary routine thoughts and sentiments 
connotes high mental talents and a rush of soul of a kind to 
which not inaptly might be applied the term genius. Cer- 
tainly many of the world's writers who have been most in- 
fluential with the mass of mankind have had a gift of this 
kind, and it ought not be derogatory to Roosevelt's work 
that he was successful in this way. 

Another charge brought sometimes against Roosevelt^s 
work is its redundancy. It is asserted that he was al- 
ways reiterating the same ideas, and it is easy to per- 
ceive that especially in his speeches, Roosevelt nearly 
always boxed the compass of his favorite ideas. This 
makes much reading in the speeches tedious, but in 
apology it may be said that it was the method best adapted 
to the purpose of Roosevelt. He cleaiVy l^\\,\vYK^s>^ \R>\fe "?>. 
teacher to bis generation j and he used, as aW ^vc:k\«xV»^^^^ 
have done, the teacher's method o^ \m^ >rpatv Xvaa '^^^ 
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precept upon precept. Wearisome thou^ the method 
may be, yet this drawback mi^t be overlooked in the light 
of the results. As Colquhoun, an English student of 
Roosevelt's life and work remarks, "But what Roosevelt 
has accomplished in awakening a pubhc conscience, and 
when we remember that this was primarily one of his aims, 
we can forgive the redundancy of some of his public utter- 
ances. There is no better way to make truth believed by 
the masses than that suggested by Lewis Carroll: 'He said 
it very loud and clear; he went and shouted it in my ear.' 
Roosevelt's success as a propagandist has been due to his 
saying things very loud and clear." 

From this mass of speeches and articles Roosevelt him- 
self has selected what he cared to preserve in book form, 
and has included it in the three volume^, American Ideals, 
The Strenuous Life^ and History as Literature. Of these 
books, American Ideals is in large measure the repository 
of many of Roosevelt's favorite political ideas. The 
Strenuous Life deals with ideals of conduct and citizen- 
ship in a larger and more general way. History as Literor- 
ture is more significant than the other two books. While 
it presents also ideals of citizenship, it has a wider range 
embracing especially comments on books and writers 
of such searching character as to give force to the remark 
someone made in connection with Roosevelt, "We have 
half or more than half a suspicion that an admirable 
literary critic was lost to the world when Mr. Roosevelt 
became a public character." 

We have seen how in the diverse fields of history, ad- 
venture^ natural science, and political discussion, Rooee- 
r&/^ /lAs left solid and substantial contr\bvi\ivotka. "BmI ^Aaa 
9M:etch moat not close without refereace to «vio\)msc \«ck. 
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which is in some respects the most important single 
volume he produced. This is his autobiography entitled 
Theodore Roosevelt, An Aviobiography, Written a few 
years after Roosevelt had returned to private life, the 
book was too close in time to the excitement of the writer^s 
political career, and accordingly it is in large measure a 
justification of measures and policies. Nevertheless 
it will continue to attract readers not only because of its 
value as a record of a very significant political period from 
the pen of the one who was the leader in it, but also be- 
cause of the intimate and attractive revelation of the 
man Eoosevelt. 

Herein are clearly exhibited his different interests. 
Herein are uncovered the characteristics of his mind and 
spirit. As Brander Matthews has remarked, ''It is a 
very human personality that is so disclosed; very en- 
gaging and very energetic; tingling with vitahty, endowed 
with the zest of life and the gusto of -hving; not 
unduly self-conscious; interested in himself, no doubt, 
like the rest of us, but scarcely more than he is interested 
in many others; possessed of abundant humor and good 
humor; able to take a joke even when it is against him- 
self; and enriched with an unsurpassed gift for friend- 
ship." 

It seems possible that the Autobiography will as time 
goes on be ranked with that of Franklin. These two hap- 
pened to be the most interesting Americans of their genera- 
tions, the one at the close of the eighteenth century, the 
other at the close of the nineteenth and the beginning of 
the twentieth. It must, however, be borne in raised. -^Jca^* 
the conditions of composition ol \Jcife \i^^ ^bMXs5«v<^"^«^$«^^^ 
were different. Franklin iii\uao\^a%^-«rt^^»^>a^»^«^^^^^ 
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lections, not for general publications, but for his children. 
Roosevelt in the midst of his career wrote his memoir 
largely to justify his political actions. Possibly in this 
difference may be found the cause why Franklin's sketch of 
himself will exceed Roosevelt's in general interest, but if 
the latter were freed from the weight of the explanations of 
poUtical matters and left with merely the passages of more 
direct autobiographical interest, it might rival Franklin's 
book in popularity. Even as it is, the Autobiography 
drew from an American critic, Professor W. P. Trent, 
the statement that it belonged "to the very small group of 
books — witness Dr. Johnson — ^which a reasonable man 
could wish longer." 

Roosevelt's Style 

Because Roosevelt wrote so much and that usually 
under the most unfavorable circumstancos, there is the ' 
inpression in the minds of many that hi dashed off his 
work with httle or no effort. Nothing, however, is farther 
from the truth. Roosevelt was painstaking and con- 
scientious in his writing not alone in those things he wrote 
with a feeling of their importance as literature but even 
in those he wrote in more or less of a routine way. When 
he was doing editorial work for The Ovilook^ he did articles 
with great care although knowing that in most instances 
they were ephemeral in their appeal. "No one knows 
how much time I put into my articles for The Outlook j' 
he once said to a friend. Then, pulling a manuscript 
from his pocket, he continued, "Here is an article that I 
^22? gomg over^ as' I have opportunity, correcting and 
^vcasting it. '^ 
J^^ther Zahni who accompaiiied "Roosev^X^ wl ^^ 
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South African trip and who had opportunity to see his^ 
methods of work in writing in the field for magazine pub- * 
lication the account of that trip, gives testimony of the 
same sort. "Colonel Roosevelt," he says "did not by 
any means write as rapidly as is generally supposed. He 
was too careful a literary craftsman for that. Nor had he 
the facihty sometimes credited to him. He put into his 
magazine work far more thought and labor than is usually 
imagined. After an article was written, he revised it care- 
fully, correcting, changing, amplifying and excising until 
certain of the pages were scarcely decipherable." ^ 

This carefulness in expression extended also to his 
speeches, especially in the case of the more important. 
Mr. D. W. Lewis gives in his Life of Theodore Roosevelt an 
instance of this thorough preparation in the case of 
the important Carnegie Hall address deUvered in New 
York City, March 20th 1912. Mr. Lewis and another 
friend had been invited to Oyster Bay for a conference over 
the matter. Says Mr. Lewis, "We found that the speech 
was already in manuscript form. I think the copy we 
used was the second or third revision. At any rate, the 
Colonel himself had already made numerous corrections in 
jjencil.y Roosevelt was ready to accept criticism and take 
suggestions, — in fact almost too ready to do so, thinks 
Mr. Lewis. "He read the typewritten sheets aloud," 
continues Mr. Lewis, " not minding in the least if one or the 
other of us interrupted him before he had completed a 
single 'sentence. When some time after twelve o'clock, we 
had apparently reached the end, he said: 'I shall have to 
sit up and go over this again tonight.'" 

Further interesting insight into ^oo^evi^X^^xsNfc*^'^^'^ 

^Roosevelt as a Hunter-NaturaWsfe. O-uAAxjok, VIV. ^2>^ 
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composition is given in a vivid account by Mr. F. E 
Leupp.^ "Most of his original composing is done on feet 
pacing up and down the room and dictating to a stenog 
rapher. He does not even see how his periods hang to 
gether till they have been reduced to typewritten form an( 
the sheets laid upon his desk. Then, when an interval o 
reduced tension comes, his eye falls upon the manuscript 
and lingers there. ... His left hand hfts the top shee 
while the right gropes for a pen, and in a moment tb 
author is quite buried in his work, annotating between th< 
lines as he reads. 

"The friend who is with him probably respects his mooc 
and subsides into a sofa-comer, or warms his hands befon 
the fire, or amuses himself at the window till the first forci 
of absorption has spent itself and Mr. Roosevelt lifts hi 
head to remark, *Now, here is where I believe I have mad< 
a point never before brought out,' and proceeds to rea( 
aloud a passage and descant upon it. If this imprompti 
enlargement transcends certain bounds, the speaker is oi 
his feet again in an instant and pacing the floor as \i\ 
talks. Sentence follows sentence from his lips like shoti 
from the muzzle of a magazine-gun — all well-timed anc 
well-aimed in spite of their swiftness of utterance. Th< 
chances are that one of them will recoil to impress iti 
author afresh with its aptness, and back he will sUde int< 
the vacant chair to put that idea into visible form with hi 
pen and wedge it in between two others." 

Roosevelt's methods of composing help us to under 
stand certain features of his style. In general it is cleai 
rather than elegant, and like the man himself, charac 
^n'zed by force and emphatic power rather than \ 

^ The Man Roosevelt, Chapter XVW. 
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polish and rhetorical refinement. The oral method of 
composition that has been mentioned is perhaps respond- 
ble for two of its noticeable defects, — ^looseness of struc- 
ture and frequent repetition. A third defect, — extrava- 
gance of statement, is probably temperamental. To quote 
again from Mr. Leupp, "Mr, Roosevelt fairly lives in an 
atmosjAere of superlatives. He will speak of a * perfectly 
good man with a perfectly honest motive,' where all he 
intends to say is that the man is well-meaning. He is 
'delighted' where most of us are pleased. The latest 
visitor is * just the very man I wanted to see,' and 'nothing 
I have heard in a long time has interested me so much,' 
is the passing bit of information. A fourth defect, &ar 
countered occasionally, is some sUght granmiatical lapse — 
a too great use, perhaps, of the spHt infipitive, an ambigu- 
ous use of pronouns or participles, or some other careless- 
ness in syntactical matters. These, however, are simjdy 
evidences that Roosevelt rated the expressiveness of 
language above its correctness, and he would have been 
ready to take refuge behind the words of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, 'Whenever by small grammatical neghgence the 
energy of an idea can be condensed or a word be made to 
stand for a sentence, I hold grammatical rigor in con- 
tempt,' or the remark of Henry Ward Beecher to the 
person who was speaking of grammatical faults in one of 
Beecher's sermons, 'Young man, when the EngUsh lan- 
guage gets in my way it doesn't stand a chance.'" 

But what stamps any writer as great is not freedom from 
faults but abundance of powers. Roosevelt's style has its 
pofittive excellencies. Foremost of all, it possesses the; 
quality of energy and vivldnesa. ^^fc ?i^^^^ ^^a^^ *"^icfe 
artist's eye for the concre^fe axA pvcXwct^Qi^^. ^^^ "^"^ 
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himself of this gift not only in his narrative writmgs but 
well in his essays and speeches. At times the reader I 
comes conscious of a great pent-up force of feeling and € 
thusiasm expressing itself in some striking and eloque 
passage such as those which may be found in several of t 
selections in this book. He had also the gift of ten 
epigrammatic expression which gave currency to many 
his expressions in a widespread degree that was mc 
remarkable. Sometimes he would dredge up from t 
past a word or phrase and give it modern use. An instan 
is the eifpression "muck-raking." This was as old 
Pilgrim^s Progress^ but it was Roosevelt^s use of the wo 
that put it into everybody's vocabulary. More frequent 
the words or phrases were of his own coinage. "Ma 
factors of great wealth," "the big stick," and "weas 
words" are a few samples of the dozens of such expressio 
that might be given. 

A fitting close to these remarks on Roosevelt's style 
the comment made by Professor Trent of the EngHsh d 
partment of Columbia University in a review of T 
Winning of the West: " When he is at his best, Mr. Roos 
velt writes as well as any man need desire to write, w] 
is not aiming at that elusive glory of being considered 
master of style. The truth of this statement will be pla 
to any one who will take the trouble to analyze the ii 
pression made by a rapid reading of the chapter descri 
ing the fight at King's Mountain. The effect can 1 
summed up in a brief sentence — You are at the batt] 
Surely this is a better test of the quaUty of a man's stj 
than can ever be furnished by minute rhetorical analys 
ff^/f/eA would, I suspect, convict Mr. Roosevelt of offen 
^if TvAich a pedant would shake his head." 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

BOYHOOD AND YOUTH ^ 

On October 27, 1858, 1 was born at No. 28 East Twen- 
tieth Street, New York City, in the house in which we 
lived during the time that my two sisters and my brother 
and I were small children. It was furnished in the canon- 
ical taste of the New York which George William Curtis** s 
described in the "Potiphar Papers." The black hair- 
cloth furniture in the dining-room scratched the bare 
legs of the children when they sat on it. The middle 
room was a library, with tables, chairs, and bookcases of 
gloomy respectability. It was without windows, and so lo 
was available only at night. The front room, the parlor, 
seemed to us children to be a room of much splendor, but 
was open for general use only on Sunday evening or on 
rare occasions when there were parties. The Sunday 
evening family gathering was the redeeming feature in a is 
day which otherwise we children did not enjoy — chiefly 
because we were all of us made to wear clean clothes and 
keep neat. The ornaments of that parlor I remember now, 
including the gas chandelier decorated with a great quan- 

1 This and the succeeding autobiographical selections are 
reprinted from Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography, by 
permission of Mrs. Roosevelt and the holder ot iV^a ^y^kVi^^^s^^-* 
the Macmillan Company. 
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tity of cut-glass prisms. These prisms struck me as possess- 
ing peculiar magnificence. One of them fell off one day, 
and I hastily grabbed it and stowed it away, passing several 
days of furtive delight in the treasure, a delight always 

5 alloyed with fear that I would be found out and con- 
victed of larceny. There was a Swiss wood-carving rep- 
resenting a very big hunter on one side of an exceedingly 
small mountain, and a herd of chamois, disproportion- 
ately small for the hunter and large for the mountain, 

10 just across the ridge. This always fascinated us; but 
there was a small chamois kid for which we felt agonies 
lest the hunter mi^t come on it and kill it. There was 
also a Russian moujik ° drawing a gilt sledge on a piece of 
malachite.® Some one mentioned in my hearing that 

15 malachite was a valuable marble. This fixed in my mind 
that it was valuable exactly as diamonds are valuable. 
I accepted that moujik as a priceless work of art, and it 
was not until I was well in middle age that it occurred to 
me that I was mistaken. 

20 The summers we spent in the country, now at one place 
now at anotiier. We children of course loved the country 
beyond anything. We disliked the city. We were aJwayB 
wildly eager to get to the coimtry when spring came, and 
very sad when in the late fall the family moved back to 

25 town. In the country we of course had all kinds of pets — 
cats, dogs, rabbits, a coon, and a sorrel Shetland pony 
named General Grant. When my younger sister first 
heard of the real General Grant,° by the way, she was 
much struck by the coincidence that some one should 

30 have given him the same name as the pony. (Thirty 

jneai:s later my own children had their pony Grant.) In 
^^^ country we children ran barefoot mucYi oi \)a.fe \Axa&, 
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and the seasons went by in a round of unin 
enthralling pleasures-supervising the hay 
vesting, picking apples, hunting frogs sue 
woodchucks unsuccessfully, gathering hickc 
chestnuts for sale to patient parents, build! 
^^^® in the woods, and sometimes playing Indians 
istic manner by staining ourselves (and incio 
clothes) in liberal fashion with poke-cherry juict 
^^- giving was an appreciated festival, but it in no 
ka^ up to Christmas. Christmas was an occasion » 
™ delirious joy. In the evening we hung up our st 
or rather the biggest stockings we could borrow 
grown-ups — and before dawn we trooped in to o^ 
while sitting on father's and mother's bed; and tl 
presents were arranged, those for each child on 
table, in the drawing-room, the doors to which were 
^~^ open after breakfast. I never knew any one else ha^ 
^^ • seemed to me such attractive Christmases, and in tl 
^ * generation I tried to reproduce them exactly for n: 

children. 
^ My father, Theodore Roosevelt," was the best 

^ ever knew. He combined strength and courage wit 
^' tleness, tenderness, and great unselfishness. He wo\ 
tolerate in us children selfishness or cruelty, id 
cowardice, or untruthfulness. As we grew older h( 
us understand that the same standard of clean livi; 
demanded for the boys as for the girls; that wh; 
wrong in a woman could not be right in a man. 
great love and patience, and the most understandin 
pathy and consideration, he combined insister 
diaeif^e. He never physically xyunished ^xsfc Vm\» <3^ 
he was the only man oi wVvoni \ 'v^a «^^^ "^^^^ 
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[>t mean that it was a wrong fear, foir ^^ 
nd we children adored him. We U3&^ ^^3 
Lg until we could hear his key rattliz^ -ixiT/' 
front hall, and then rush out to gree^ J:Kiia 
troop into his room while he was dres^fo^ "^^^:w 
as long as we were p)ermitted, eagerly ^^*;^ ^ 
ing which came out of his pockets wTiicA 



led as an attractive novelty. Every child i-- ^^^o^fa^ 



memorv various details which strike it as «2/^, 




•tance. The trinkets he used to keep in a little 
s dressing-table we children always used to s 
reasures." The word, and some of the trinkets them- 
3, passed on to the next generation. My own childrdki, 
L small, used to troop into my room while I was dresB- 
md the gradually accumulating trinkets in the "ditty- 
' — the gift of an enlisted man in the navy — always 
ed rapturous joy. On occasions of solemn festivity 

child would receive a trinket for his or her "very 
," My own children, when very small, by the way, 
yed one pleasure I do not remember enjoying myself. 
5n I came back from riding, the child who brought 
bootjack would itself promptly get into the boots, and 
np up and down the room with a delightful feeling of 
jhip with Jack of the seven-league strides, 
'he punishing incident I have referred to hapi^ened 
m I was four years old. I bit my elder sister's arm. I 
not remember biting her arm, but I do remember run- 
g down to the yard, perfectly conscious that I had comr 
ted a crime. From the yard I went into the kitchen. 

some dough from the cook, and crawled under the 
Chen table. In a minute or two my father entered 
m the yard and a.sked where I was. The warm-hearted 
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Irish cook had a characteristic contempt for "informers/ 
but although she said nothing she compromised between 
informing and her conscience by casting a look under the 
table. My father immediately darted for me under the 
table. I feebly heaved the dough at him, and, having the 5 
advantage of him because I could stand up under the table, 
got a fair start for the stairs, but was caught halfway up 
them. The punishment that ensued fitted the crime, and 
I hope — and believe — ^that it did me good. 

10 
My mother, Martha Bulloch,** was a sweet, gracious, 
beautiful Southern woman, a deHghtful companion and be- 
loved by everybody. She was entirely "unreconstructed " ** 
to the day of her death. Her mother, my grandmother, 
one of the dearest of old ladies, Hved with us, and was dis- 15 
tinctly over-indulgent to us children, being quite unable 
to harden her heart towards us even when the occasion 
demanded it. Towards the close of the Civil War, although 
a very small boy, I grew to have a partial but alert under- 
standing of the fact that the family were not one in their 20 
views about that conflict, my father being a strong Lincoln 
Republican; and once, when I felt that I had been wronged 
by maternal discipline during the day, I attempted a par- 
tial vengeance by praying with loud fervor for the success 
of the Union arms, when we all came to say our prayers 2S 
before my mother in the evening. She was not only a most 
devoted mother, but was also blessed with a strong sense 
of humor, and she was too much amused to punish me; 
but I was warned not to repeat the offense, under penalty 
(rf my father's being informed — he being the dispenser of 30 
serious punishment. Morning prayers '^^t^^wSJsv^k^s VsaSfesst . 
We used to stand at the foot oi ftve s\>a\x^, •a.xA'^V^xv^^'^^^ 
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came down we called out, "I speak for you and the cubby- 
hole too!" There were three of us young children, and 
we used to sit with father on the sofa while he conducted 
morning prayers. The place between father and the arm 

sof the sofa we called the "cubby-hole." The child who 
got that place we regarded as especially favored both in 
comfort and som^ow or other in rank and title. The two 
who were left to sit on the much wider expanse of sofa on 
the other side of father were outsiders for the time being. 

10 My Aunt Anna, my mother's sister, lived with us. She 
was as devoted to us children as was my mother herself, 
and we were equally devoted to her in return. She taught 
us our lessons while we were little. She and my mother 
used to entertain us by the hour with tales of life on the 

15 Georgia plantations; of hunting fox, deer, and wildcat; 
of the long-tailed driving horses, Boone and Crockett,** 
and of the riding horses, one of which was named Buena 
Vista® in a fit of patriotic exaltation during the Mexican 
War; and of the queer goings on in the Negro quarters. 

20 She knew all the "Br'er Rabbit" ° stories, and I was 
brought up on them. One of my uncles, Robert Roosevelt, 
was much struck with them, and took them down from 
her dictation, pubHshing them in "Harper's" ° where 
they fell flat. This was a good many years before a genius® 

25 arose who in "Uncle Remus" made the stories immortal. 

I was a sickly, delicate boy, suffered much from asthma/ 
and frequently had to be taken away on trips to find a 
place where I could breathe. One of my memories is of 

30 my father walking up and down the room with me in his 
aj222s at night when I was a very small person, and of sit- 

^^^g" up in bed gasping, with my fatYiet atid TQ.o\3ti« Xxyviwi, 
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to help me. I went very little to school. I never went to 
the public schools, as my own children later did, both at 
the " Cove school " at Oyster Bay and at the ' ' Ford school " 
in Washington. For a few months I attended Professor 
McMullen's school in Twentieth Street near the houses 
where I was bom, but most of the time I had tutors. As I 
have already said, my aunt taught me when I was small. 
At one time we had a French governess, a loved and valued 
"mam'selle," in the household. 

While still a small boy I began to take interest in natural 
history .° I remember distinctly the first day that I started 
on my career as zoologist. I was walking up Broadway, 
and as I passed the market to which I used sometimes to 
be sent before breakfast to get strawberries I suddenly is 
saw a dead seal laid out on a slab of wood. That seal filled 
me with every possible feeUng of romance and adventure. 
I asked where it was killed, and was informed in the harbor. 
I had already b^un to read some of Mayne Reid's books ® 
and other bo}^' books of adventure, and I felt that this 20 
seal brought al> these adventures in realistic fashion be- 
fore me. As long as that seal remained there I haunted 
the neighborhood of the market day after day. I measured 
it, and I recall that, not having a tape measure, I had 
to do my best to get its girth with a folding pocket 25 
foot-rule, a difficult undertaking. I carefully made 
a record of the utterly useless measurements, and at 
once began to write a natural history of my own, on 
the strength of that seal. This, and subsequent natural 
histories, were written down in blank books in simplified iQ 
spelling wholly unpremeditated Bjad \\\iSfcveoJy!S\R.. .^^^^'^^^^ 
vB^e aspirations of in some 'way ox a\iQN5aet <3^irKs^ '^s^ 
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preserving that seal, but they never got beyond the pure! 
formless stage. I think, however, I did get the seal 
skull, and with two of my cousins promptly started whf 
we ambitiously called the "Roosevelt Museum of Nj 
5 tural History." Th« collections were at first kept in m 
room, until a rebeUion on the part of the chambermai 
received the approval of the higher authorities of tk 
household and the collection was moved up to a kind ( 
bookcase in the back hall upstairs. It was the ordinar 

10 small boy's collection of curios, quite incongruous an 
entirely valueless except from the standpoint of the bo 
himself. My father and mother encouraged me warml 
in this, as they always did in anything that would gi^i 
me wholesome pleasure or help to develop me. 

15 The adventure of the seal and the novels of Mayr 
Reid together strengthened my instinctive interest i 
natural history. I was too young to understand muc 
of Mayne Reid, excepting the adventure part an 
the natural history part — these enthralled me. But c 

recourse my reading was not wholly confined to natun 
history. There was very fittle effort made to compi 
me to read books, my mother and father having th 
good sense not to try to get me to read anything I di 
not like, unless it was in the way of study. I was give 

25 the chance to read books that they thought I ough 
to read, but if I did not like them I was then given som 
other good book that I did like. 

Quite unknown to myself, I was, whUe a boy, undc 

30 a hopeless disadvantage in studying nature. I was ver 

near-^jghted, so that the only things I could study wei 

^^ase I ran against or stumbled over. WYven 1 ^^^a «iXMS 
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thirteen I was allowed to take lessons in taxidermy from 
a Mr. Bell, a tall, clean-shaven, white-haired old gentle- 
man, as straight as an Indian, who had been a companion of 
Audubon's.** He had a musty little shop, somewhat on 
the order of Mr. Venus's shop** in "Our Mutual Friend," a s 
little shop in which he had done very valuable work for 
science. This "vocational study," as I suppose it would 
be called by modem educators, spurred and directed my 
interest in collecting specimens for mounting and pres- 
ervation. It was this summer that I got my first gun, ic 
and it puzzled me to find that my companions seemed to 
see things to shoot at which I could not see at all. One 
day they read aloud an advertisement in huge letters on 
a distant billboard, and I then realized that something 
was the matter, for not only was I unable to read the sign is 
but I could not even see the letters. I spoke of this to 
my father, and soon afterwards got my first pair of 
spectacles, which literally opened an entirely new world 
to me. I had no idea how beautiful the world was until 
I got those spectacles. I had been a clumsy and awkward 20 
little boy, and while much of my clumsiness and awkward- 
ness was doubtless due to general characteristics, a good 
deal of it was due to the fact that I could not see and yet 
was wholly ignorant that I was not seeing. The recollection 
of this experience gives me a keen sympathy with those 25 
who are trying in our public schools and elsewhere to 
remove the physical causes of deficiency in children, who 
are often unjustly blamed for being obstinate or unam- 
bitious, or mentally stupid. 

This same summer, too, I obtained various new books 30 
m mammals and birds, including tVv^ ^>a5c>i\sy&i«ot«5isaa» «:K 

Ipencer Baird°, for instance, ax^diiisA^^^^s^^i^^'^^^^ 
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study of the subject. I did not accomplish much in out- 
door study because I did not get spectacles until late in 
the fall, a short time before I started with the rest of the 
family for a second trip to Europe.® We were hving at 

sDobbs Ferry, on the Hudson. My gun was a breech- 
loading, pin-fire double-barrel, of French manufacture. It 
was an excellent gun for a clumsy and often absent-minded 
boy. There was no spring to open it, and if the mechan- 
ism became rusty it could be opened with a brick with- 

10 out serious damage. When the cartridges stuck they 
could be removed in the same fashion. If they were 
loaded, however, the result was not always happy, and I 
tattooed myself with partially unburned grains of powder 
more than once. 

15 

In the fall of 1876 I entered Harvard,® graduating in 
1880. I thorouglily enjoyed Harvard, and I am sure it 
did me good, but only in the general effect, for there was 
vfery Uttle in my actual studies which helped me in after 

20 life. More than one of my own sons have already prof- 
ited by their friendship with certain of their masters in 
school or college. I certainly profited by my friendship 
with one of my tutors, Mr. Cutler; ° and in Harvard I owed 
much to the professor of English, Mr. A. S. Hill.° Doubt- 

25 less through my own fault, I saw almost nothing of Pres- 
ident EUot ° and very Httle of the professors. I ought to 
have gained much more than I did gain from writing the 
themes and forensics.® My failure to do so may have 
been partly due to my taking no interest in the subjects. 

30 Before I left Harvard I was already writing one or two 
ehapieis of a book I afterwards published on the Naval 
^^r of 1812. Those chapters were so dry \\vaX. \Xve^ ^ovii^ 
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have made a dictioiiary seem light reading by compaiison. 
Still, they represented purpose and serious interest on my 
part, not the perfunctory ^ort to do well enough to get a 
certain mark; and conectaons of them by a skilled older 
man than mysdf would have im^Hessed me and haves 
conunanded my respectful attention. But I was not 
sufficienth' developed to make mysdf take an intelligent 
interest in some of the subjects assigned me — the character 
of the Gracchi,** ior instance. A very clever and studious 
lad would no doubt have done so, but I personall}' did not lo 
grow up to this particular subject until a good many years 
later. The frigate and sloop actions between the Amer- 
ican and British sea-tigers of 1812 were much more within 
my grasp. I worited drearilj' at the Gracchi because I had 
to; my conscientious and much-to-be-jMtied professor is 
dragging me throu^ the theme b;- main strength, with 
my feet firmly {Wanted in dull and totally idea-iHtx)f 
resistance. 

I had at the time no idea of gmng into public life, and 
I ne\eT studied elocution or iwacticed debating. This was 20 
a loss to me in one way. In another way it was not. Pct- 
scHially I have not the sli^test s^'mpathy with debating 
contests in which each side is arbitrarily assigned a given 
proposition and told to maintain it without the least refer- 
«ioe to idiether those maintaining it believe in it or not. 1 25 
knofw that under our s>'stem this is necessary for lawyers, 
but I emi^tic^Uy disbelieve in it as r^ards general di»- 
^cussion o€ political, social, and industrial matters. What 
we need is to turn out of our colleges young men with ardent 
convictions on the side of the right : not young men who 3t 
can make a good argument for either ri^Vi^l <^x ^^k\^\^9^ "sfi^ 
their intoest bids them. Tbe pteseoX. vafcV\\sA ^V ^^sxr^ss^ 
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on debates on such subjects as "Our Colonial Policy," or 
"The Need of a Navy," or "The Proper Position of the 
Courts in Constitutional Questions," encourages precisely 
the wrong attitude among those who take part in them. 

sThQre is no effort to instill sincerity and intensity of 
conviction. On the contrary, the net result is to make 
the contestants feel that their convictions have nothing to 
do with their arguments. T am sorry I did not study 
elocution in college; but I am exceedingly glad that T did 

10 not take part in the type of debate in which stress is laid, 
not upon getting a speaker to think rightly, but on getting 
him to talk gUbly on the side to which he is assigned, 
without regard either to what his convictions are or to 
what they ought to be. 

15 I was a reasonably good student in college, standing just 
within the first tenth of my class, if I remember rightly; 
although I am not sure whether this means the tenth of 
the whole number that entered or of th'ose that graduated. 
I was given a Phi Beta Kappa ° "key." My chief interests 

20 were scientific. When I entered college, I was devoted to 
out-of-doors natural history, and my ambition was to be 
a scientific man of the Audubon, or Wilson,° or Baird, or 
Coues° type — a man like Hart Merriam,® or Frank 
Chapman, ° or Hornaday,° to-day. My father had from 

25 the earliest days instilled into me the knowledge that I was 
to work and to make my own way in the world, and I had 
always supposed that this meant that I must enter busi- 
ness. But in my freshman year (he died when I was a 
sophomore) he told me that if I wished to become a scien- 

30 tific man I could do so. He explained that I must be sure 
that I really intensely desired to do scientific work, because 

^I went into it I must make it a aenows. eax^fcT-, \X\a.\, \>ft 
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had made money enough to enable me to take up such a 
career and do non-remunerative work of value if I in- 
tended to do the very best work there vxis in me; but that I 
must not dream of taking it up as a dilettante. He also 
gave me a piece of advice that I have always remem-5 
bered, namelv, that, if I was not going to earn money, I 
must even things up by not spending it. As he expressed 
it, I had to keep the fraction constant, and if I was not 
able to increase the numerator, then I must reduce the 
denominator. In other words, if I went into a scientific lo 
career, I must definitely abandon all thought of the enjoy- 
ment that could accompany a money-making career, 
and must find my pleasures elsewhere. 

After this conversation I fully intended to make science 
my life work. I did not, for the simple reason that at that is 
time Harvard, and I suppose our other colleges, utterly 
ignored the possibilities of the faunal naturalist, the out- 
door naturalist and observer of nature. They treated 
biology as purely a science of the laboratory and the 
microscope, a science whose adherents were to spend 20 
their time in the study of minute forms of marine life, 
or else in section-cutting and the study of the tissues of 
the higher organisms under the microscope. This attitude 
was, no doubt, in part due to the fact that in most colleges 
then there was a not always intelligent copying of what 25 
was done in the great German universities. The sound 
revolt against superficiality of study had been carried to 
an extreme; thoroughness in minutiae as the only end of 
study had been erected into a fetish. There was a total 
failure to understand the great variety of kinds of work 30 
that could be done by naturalists, includvw^ '"^VsaJ^ ^<3^S^ 
be done by outdoor naturalists — ^\!)tve \;i\A ^l ^wSsw -^^^^^^ 
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Hart Mernam and his assistants in the Biological Survey 
have carried to such a high d^ree of perfection as regards 
North American mammals. In the entirely proper desire 
to be thorough and to avoid sUpshod methods, the tend- 

5 ency was to treat as not serious, as unscientific, any 
kind of work that was not carried on with laborious mi- 
nuteness in the laboratory. 'My taste was specialized in 
a totally different direction, and I had no more desire or 
ability to be a microscopist and section-cutter than to 

10 be a mathematician. Accottiingly I abandoned all 
thought of becoming a scientist. Doubtless this meant 
that I really did not have the intense devotion to science 
which I thought I had; for, if I had possessed such de- 
votion, I would have carved out a career for myself some- 

15 how without regard to discouragements. 

The teaching which I received was genuinely dem- 
ocratic in one way. It was not so democratic in another. 
I grew into manhood thoroughly imbued with the feel- 
ing that a man must be respected for what he made of 

20 himself. But I had also, consciously or unconsciously, 
been taught that socially and industrially pretty much 
the whole duty of the man lay in thus making the best of 
himself; that he should be honest in his dealings with 
others and charitable in the old-fashioned way to the un- 

25 fortunate; but that it was no part of his business to join 
with others in trying to make things better for the many 
by curbing the abnormal and excessive development of 
individualism in a few. Now I do not mean that this 
training was by any means all bad. On the contrary, 

JO the insistence upon individual responsibility was, and 

^ az2c/ always will be, a prime necessity. l!ea.Ociic^ ^ 
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the kind I absorbed from both my text-books and 
surroundings is a healthy anti-scorbutic to the s 
mentality which by complacently excusing the ind 
ual f(M* aU his shortcomings would fimdly hopelessly we 
the spnng of moral purpose. It also keeps sdive 
virile vigM* for the lack of which in the average ind 
ual no possible perfection of law or of community a* 
can ever atone. But such teaching, if not correcte 
o^hsx teaching, means acquiescence in a riot of la^ 
business individualism whidi would be quite as 
stnictive to real civilization as the lawless mihtar] 
dividualism of the Dark Ages.^ I left collegie and enl 
the Ing world owing more than I can express to the t 
ing I had received, especially in my own home; but 
mudi dse also to learn if I were to become really f 
to do my part in the work that lay ahead for the gi 
nation of Americans to which I belonged. 
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Having been a sickly boy, with no natural bodily prow- 
ess, and having lived much at home, I was at first quite 
unable to hold my own when thrown into contact with 
other boys of rougher antecedents. I was nervous and 

5 timid. Yet from reading of the people I admired— rang- 
ing from the soldiers of Valley Forge,° and Morgan's 
riflemen,® to the heroes of my favorite stories — and from 
hearing of the feats performed by my Southern fore- 
fathers and kinsfolk, and from knowing my father, I 

10 felt a great admiration for men who were fearless and who 
could hold their own in the world, and I had a great de- 
sire to be like them. Until I was nearly fourteen I let 
this desire take no more definite shape than day-dreams. 
Then an incident happened that did me real good. Hav- 

ising an attack of asthma, I was sent off by myself to 
Moosehead Lake.° On the stage-coach ride thither I 
encountered a couple of other boys who were about my 
own age, but very much more competent and also much 
more mischievous. I have no doubt they were good- 

20 hearted boys, but they were boys! They found that I 
was a foreordained and predestined victim, and indus- 
triously proceeded to make life miserable for me. The 
worst feature was that when I finally tried to fight them 
I discovered that either one singly could not only handle 

25 me with easy contempt, but handle me so as not to hurt 
me much and yet to prevent my doing any damage 
whatever in return. 
The experience taught me what probably no amount 

of g-ood advice could have taught me. 1 mad^ \r^ wj xKSDk 

16 
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that I most try to learn so that I would not again be pot 
in gtich a hdpless position, and having become quickly 
ajid bittoly conscious that I did not have the natural 
prowess to IkM mv own, I decided that I would try to 
sui^ its place by training. Acoxdingjy, with mys 
fathoms hearty approval, I started to learn to box. I was 
a painfully slow and awkward pupil, and certainly worked 
two or three years bef <Hie I made any pero^itiMe improfve- 
ment whatever. My first boxing master was J<^m Long, 
an ex-prize-fi^ter. I can see his rooms now, with ccrfoied to 
pictures of the fi^ts between Tom Hirer 'and Yankee 
Sullivan, and Heenan^ and Sayers, and other great events 
in the annals of the squared drde. On one occaacm, to 
excite intoest among his patrcHis, he hdd a series of ''cham- 
pionship" matches for the differoit wei^ts, the priiesis 
being, at least in my own dass, pewter mugs dt a value, I 
should sui^)ose, apjHOximating fifty cents. Xdther he txx 
I had any idea that I could do anything, but I was entered 
in the li^tweigfat contest, in which it happoied that I was 
pitted in succession against a cou]^ of reedy stri|^ingS20 
who were even worse than I was. Equally to thdr sur- 
prise and to my own, and to John Long's, I won, and the 
pewter mug became one of my most prized possessicHis. 
I k^ it, and alluded to it, and I fear bn^ged about it, 
fen' a number of years, and I only wish I knew wh»e it 2S 
was now. Years later I read an account of a little man 
who (Hioe in a fifth-rate handicap race won a worthless 
pewter medal and joyed in it ever after. Wdl, as soon as 
I read that stc»y I fdt that that little man and I were 
biothers. sa 

This was, as far as I resnembeT) Wit qc^k ^^^ ^ "^^ '*^~ 
eeedU^ly rare athletic tiiumi^ ^w^^'j^ ^<3V3^^\3fc ^^stf^ 
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relating. I did a good deal of boxing and wres 
Harvard, but never attained to the first rank in 
even at my own weight. Once, in the big contest 
Gym, I got either into the finals or semi-finals, 
HM s which; but aside from this the chief part I played 
:^ym act as trial horse for some friend or classmate ^ 

have a chance of distinguishing himself in the cb 
ship contests. 

«cS I was fond of horseback-riding, but I took to i 

'•^fjS 10 and with difficulty, exactly as with boxing. It 

.'l| long time before I became even a respectable 

^.^1 and I never got much higher. I mean by this 

never became a first-flight man in the hunting fi< 

never even approached the bronco-busting class 

.1 IS West. Any man, if he chooses, can gradually 

' himself to the requisite nerve, and gradually le 

requisite seat and hands, that will enable him tc 

spectably across country, or to perform the averai 

,t;i on a ranch. Of my ranch experiences I shall spea 
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20 I was fond of walking and climbing. As a lad I 
go to the north woods, in Maine, both in fall and 
There I made life friends of two men. Will D< 
Bill Sewall: I canoed with them, and tramped 
the woods with them, visiting the winter logging 

25 on snow-shoes. Afterward they were with me 
West. Will Dow is dead. Bill Sewall was coUe 
customs under me, on the Aroostook° border, 
when hunting I never did any mountaineering e 
a couple of conventional trips up the Matterhoi 

sa the Jungiraxk^ on one occasion when I was in Swit: 
I never did much with the shotgun, but 1 pta 
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/ good deal with the rifle. I had a rifle range at Saga- 
more Hill,® where I often took friends to shoot. Once 
or twice when I was visited by parties of released Boer 
prisoners, after the close of the South African War,® 
they and I held shooting matches together. The bests 
man witli both pistol and rifle who ever shot there was 
Stewart Edward White.® 

My own experience as regards marksmanship was 
much the same as my experience as regards horseman- 
ship. There are men whose eye and hand are so quick lo 
and so sure that they achieve a perfection of marksman- 
ship to which no practice will enable ordinary men to 
attain. There are other men who cannot learn to shoot 
with any accuracy at all. In between come the mass of 
men of ordinary abilities who, if they choose resolutely is 
to practice, can by sheer industry and judgment make 
themselves fair rifle shots. The men who show this 
requisite industry and judgment can without special 
difficultv raise themselves to the second class of re- 
spectable rifle shots; and it is to this class that I belong. 20 
But to have reached this point of marksmanship with the 
rifle at a target by no means implies ability to hit game in 
the fields especially dangerous game. All kinds of other 
qualities, moral and physical, enter into being a good 
hunter, and especially a good hunter after dangerous 2S 
game, just as all kinds of other qualities in addition to 
ddil with the rifle enter into being a good soldier. With 
dangerous game, after a fair degree of efficiency with the 
rifle has been attained, the prime requisites are cool 
judgment and that kind of nerve vfloida. ^oiimX&va. ^sj^^^^^-'sRi 
% bmng rattled. Any beginnei \a a.p\» ^.o Xi^n'^ ''Xsv^.^ 
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fever," ° and therefore no beginner should go at dangerous 
game. 

I have shot only kinds of animals which could fairly 
be called dangerous game — ^that is, the Hon, elephant, 
5 rhinoceros and buffalo in Africa, and the big grizzly bear 
a quarter of a century ago in the Rockies. Taking into 
account not only my own personal experience, but the 
experiences of many veteran hunters, I r^ard all the four 
African animals, but especially the lion, elephant, and' 
10 buffalo, as much more dangerous than the grizzly. As 
it happened, however, the only narrow escape I person- 
ally ever had was from a grizzly, and in Africa the animal 
killed closest to me as it was charging was a rhinoceros — 
all of which goes to show that a man must not general- 
is ize too broadly from his own personal experiences. On 
the whole, I think the Uon the most dangerous of all these 
five animals; that is, I think that, if fairly hunted, there is 
a larger percentage of hunters killed or mauled for a 
given number of lions killed than for a given number 
20 of any one of the other animals. Yet I personally had 
no difficulties with Uons. I twice killed lions which 
were at bay and just starting to charge, and I killed a 
heavy-maned male while it was in full charge. But in 
each instance I had plenty of leeway, the animal being 
25 so far off that even if my bullet had not been fatal I 
should have had time for a couple of more shots. The 
African buffalo is undoubtedly a dangerous beast, but 
it happened that the few that I shot did not charge. A 
bull elephant, a vicious "rogue," which had been killing 
jopeoplein the native villages, did charge before being shot at. 
My son Kermit and I stopped it at ioity ^^id^. kcL'o^Qwat- 
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i| bull elephant, also unwounded, which charged, nearly got 
me, as I had just fired both cartridges from my heavy 
double-barreled rifle in killing the bull I was after — ^the 
^; first wild ele^^ant I had ever seen. The second bull came 
1^ through the thick brush to my left like a steam plow s 
J through a light snowdrift, everything snapping before 
I] his rush, and was so near that he could have hit me with 
^ his trunk. I slipped past him behind a treeJ People 
i^ have asked me how I felt on this occasion. My answer 
1^ has always been that I suppose I felt as mo^ men of lo 
1^ like experience fed on such occasions. At such a moment 
^ a hunter is so very busy that he has no time to get f right- 

^ ened. He wants to get in his cartridges and try anoth^ 
^ shot. 

^ Rhinoceros are truculent, blustering beasts, much is 
g the most stupid of all the dangerous game I know. Gen- 
jj erally their attitude is one of mere stupidity and hhi&. 
^ But on occasions they do chaige wickedly, botii when 

^ wounded and when entirely unprovoked. The first I ever 
^ shot I mortally wounded at a few rods' distance, and it 20 

. charged with the utmost determination, whereat I and 
^ my companion both fired, and more by good luck than 
I anything else brou^t it to the ground just thirteen 
J. paces from i^ere we stood. Another rhinoceros may or 
-L may not have been meaning to charge me; I have never 2s 
. beeoi certain whidi. It heard us and came at us through 

: rather thick bro^, snorting and tossing its head. I 

i am by no means sure that it had fixedly hostile inten- 
tions, and indeed with my present experience I think it 
< likely that if I had not fired it would have flindied at 30 

the last moment and either retreated or gone by ^saa- ^"^ 
^ I am not a rhinoceros mind reaAec, axA *\\& "aRiC\Qios.Nft«^ 
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such as to warrant my regarding it as a suspicious char- 
acter. I stopped it with a couple of bullets, and then 
followed it up and killed it. The skins of all these animab 
which I thus killed are in the National Museum at W^h- 
sington. 

When obliged to live in cities, I for a long time found 
that boxmg and wrestling enabled me to get a good deal 
of exercise in condensed and attractive form. I was 
reluctantly obliged to abandon both as I grew older. 

10 1 dropped the wrestling earliest. When I became Grov- 
ernor,® the champion middleweight wrestler of America 
happened to be in Albany, and I got him to come round 
three or four afternoons a week. Incidentally I may men- 
tion that his presence caused me a difficulty with ^he 

15 Comptroller, who refused to audit a bill I put in for a 
wrestling-mat, explaining that I could have a billiard- 
table, billiards being recognized as a proper Guber- 
natorial amusement, but that a wrestling-mat symbol- 
ized something unusual and unheard of and coiUd not 

20 be permitted. The middleweight champion was of 
course so much better than I was that he could not only 
take care of himself but of me too and see that I was 
not hurt — ^for wrestling is a much more violent amuse- 
ment than boxing. But after a couple of months he had 

25 to go away, and he left as a substitute a good-humored, 
stalwart professional oarsman. The oarsman turned out 
to know very little about wrestling. He could not even 
take care of himself, not to speak of me. By the end of our 
second afternoon one of his long ribs had been caved in and 

JO two o! my short ribs badly damaged, and my left shoulder- 

^jkc/e so nearly shoved out of place t\\at *\\ eteaks^, "" 
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ma nearly as pleased as I when I told him I thought we 
would "vote the war a failure" and abandon wrestUng. 
After that I took up boxing again. While President I 
used to box with some of the aides, as well as play single- 
stick® with General Wood.® After a few years I had tos 
abandon boxing as weU as wrestUng, for in one bout a 
young captain of artillery cross-countered me on the 
eye, and the blow smashed the Uttle blood-vessels. For- 
tunately it was my left eye, but the sight has been dim 
ever since, and if it had been the right eye, I should have lo 
been entirely unable to shoot. Accordingly I thought it 
better to acknowledge that I had become an elderly man 
and would have to stop boxing. I then took up jiu-jitsu® 
for a year or two. 

I have mentioned all these experiences, and I could is 
mention scores of others, because out of them grew my 
philosophy — ^perhaps they were , in part caused by my 
philosophy — of bodily vigor as a method of getting that 
vigor of soul without which vigor of the body counts for 
nothing. The dweller in cities has less chance than the 20 
dweller in the country to keep his body sound and vig- 
orous. But he can do so, if only he will take the trouble. 
Any young lawyer, shopkeeper, or clerk, or shop-assist- 
ant, can keep himself in good condition if he tries. Some 
of the best men who have ever served under me in the 25 
National Guard and in my regiment were former clerks 
or floor-walkers. Why, Johnny Hayes,® the Marathon 
victor, and at one time world champion, one of my val- 
ued friends and supporters, was a floor-walker in Bloom- 
ingdale's big department store. SwieVj ^w^ "^^^sssj-is^ 
Jhyoj £5 an cxsiinplCy any young maw \w ^ ^\Vj^ ^^scsv 
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hope to make his body all that a vigorous man's bo 
^ould be. 

I once made a speech to which I gave the title "1 
Strenuous Life."** Afterwards I published a volume 
5 essays with this for a title. There were two trans 
tions of it which always especially pleased me. One ^ 
by a Japanese soldier who % knew Engli^ well, and >n 
had canied the essay all through the Manchurian*^ ca 
paign, and later translated it for the benefit of hk count 

10 men. The other was by an Italian lady, whose broth 
an officer in the Italian army who had died on duty ir 
foreign land, had also greatly liked the article and carr 
it round with him. In translating the title the ia 
rendered it in Italian as "Vigor di Vita." I thou^ 

IS this translation a great improvement on the origin 
and have always wished that I had myself used **1 
Vigor oi Life" as a heading to indicate what I '? 
trying to preach, instead of the heading I actually < 

\3SB. 

20 These are two kinds of success, or rather two kinds 
abihty displayed in the achievement of success. Th< 
is, first, the success either in big things or small thii 
which comes to the man who has in him the natu 
power to do what no one else can do, and what 

25 amount of training, no perseverance or will power, "w 
enable any ordinary man to do. This success, of couri 
like every other kind of success, may be on a very I 
scale or on a small scale. The quality which the m 
possesses may be that whidi enables him to tuj 

30 hundred yards in nine and three-fifths seconds, r 
jday ten separate games of chess at the same 

blindfolded, or to add ^ve columns ol ^^wxe^ 
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inthoQt effort, or to wniat the ''Ode to a (kedan 
Um,'"* or to deln« the G cUy^Ami g speech,* or to 
diow the aiHiitj of Frederkk"* at Leolhai or Nefeon* 
at Tnlil^r. No amoant of tnimng of bodj or mnl 
w oul d enable anjr good ordmuy man to perform aay ooe 5 
ctf ^Kse f eal& Of comae the proper performanee of 
iwiplips iiHich prerioos stndr or tEaiaiDg, but m no 
ctf then is success to be attained saii« hy the aito0ether 
cacetiti opal man who has mhim the somrf hing additjonai 
-wliidi ^e ovdinanr man does not have. la 

This is the most strfting kind of socoesB, and it can he 
attained only by the man who has in him the qiiafity 
which sepaiates him in kind no less than in degree from 
his fcDcyvs. But much the commoner type of sacceas in 
every waA^ of iife and in every species of effort is that is 
wfak^ eooKs to the man who differs fiom his feflovs not 
by the kind of quality ahkh he possesaes but by the 
d^ree of d e vel op m ent which he has given that qoaiity. 
lliis kind of sneeesB is open to a large onmbs-of persons^ 
if oidy they ac ri o o siy determine to adiieve it. It is theia 
kind of sueeesB which is open to the av^erage man of 
sound body and £air mind^ who has no lemaikafaie men- 
tal or pfay^cal attributes, but who gets just as much as 
possible in the way of work out of the aptitodes that he 
«loes poGsesBw It s the only kind of success that is openis 
to most of as. Tet some of the gxeatest successes in his- 
tory hai<e been those of this second daas — wiien I call 
it a ee o o d cfaas I am not running it down ia the kast, I 
am raeie^ p o inting out that it diffos in kind from the 
fest daflB. To the aTciage man it is prob&biy more lee- jg 
fol to stady this second t3rpe of success than to stwt^ tlsci 
fat. Fnan the stodr of the fiist \m& can^eaxi^ 
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tion, he can get uplift and lofty enthusiasm. From the 
study of the second he can, if he chooses, find out how to 
win a similiar success himself. 
I need hardly say that all the successes I have ever won 

shave been of the second type. I never won anything 
without hard labor and the exercise of my best judgment 
and careful planning and working long in advance. Hav- 
ing been a rather sickly and awkward boy, I was as a 
young man at first both nervous and distrustful of my 

10 own prowess. I had to train myself painfully and labo- 
riously not merely as regards my body but as regards my 
soul and spirit. 

When a boy I read a passage in one of Marryat's 
books^ which always impressed me. In this passage the 

15 captain of some small British man-of-war is explaining 
to the hero how to acquire the quality of fearlessness. 
He says that at the outset almost every man is fright- 
ened when he goes into action, but that the course to 
follow is for the man to keep such a grip on himself that 

20 he can act just as if he was not frightened. After this is 
kept up long enough it changes from pretense to reality, 
and the man does in very fact become fearless by sheer 
dint of practicing fearlessness when he does not feel it. 
(I am using my own language, not Marryat's.) This 

25 was the theory upon which I went. There were all 
kinds of things of which I was afraid at first, ranging 
from grizzly bears to "mean" horses and gun-fighters; 
but by acting as if I was not afraid I gradually ceased 
to be afraid. Most men can have the same experience if 

30 they choose. They will first learn to bear themselves well 

in trials which they anticipate and school themselves 

ia advance to meet. After a while tVie bab\t vaIV ^yqw '^*' 
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them, and they will behave well in sudden and unex- 
pected emergencies which come upon them unawares. 

It is of course much pleasanter if one is naturally 
fearless, and I envy and respect the men who are nat- 
urally fearless. But it is a good thing to remember that 5 
the man who does not enjoy this advantage can nevier- 
theless stand beside the man who does, and can do his 
duty with the like efficiency, if he chooses to. Of course he * 
must not let his desire take the form merely of a day- 
dream. Let him dream about being a fearless man, lo 
and the more he dreams the better he will be, always 
providecj he does his best to realize the dream in prac- 
tice. He can do his part honorably and well provided 
only he sets fearlessness before himself as an ideal, schools 
himself to think of danger merely as something to be is 
faced and overcome, and regards life itself as he should 
regard it, not as something to be thrown away, but as a 
pawn to be promptly hazarded whenever the hazard 
is warranted by the larger interests of the great game in 
which we are ail engaged. 20 




ENTERING poLiTrcsgr ^ 

When I left Hansard, I took up the s%u{f 
had been sufficiently fortunate to come ua 
Thayer,® of the Han-ard Law School, it mn^ 
I would have realized that the lawyer cai::^ 

•5 work for jastice and against legalism. ^ 

But, doubtless chiefly thnmgh my own f^K^vs^ 

the teaching of the law books and of the cl^ 

seemed to mo to l)e against justice. The caveat ^wjj^ 

of the law, like the cnreat emf/lor side of business^ si 

10 to me rei;)ellcnt; it did not make for social fair di 
The "let the buyer Ij^M'are". maxim, when tnuk 
into actual practice, whether in hiw or busineaSy 
to translate itself further into the seller making his 
at the expense of the buyer, instead of by a In 

15 which shall be to the profit of both. It did not ae 
me that the law was framed to discourage as it e 
sharp practice, and all other kinds of bargains < 
those which are fair and of benefit to both sides, 
young; there was much in the judgment which I 

20 formed on tliis matter which I should now revise 
then as now, many of the big corporation lawye 
whom the ordinary members of the bar then as 
looked up, held certain standards which were diffic 
recognize as compatible \vith the idealism I suppose 

25 high-minded young man is apt to feel. If I had been d 
to earn every cent I spent, I should have gone \ 
heartedly into the business of making both ends 
and should have taken up the law or any other ro 
able occupation — ^for I then held, and now hold, tt 

2& 
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lirf that a man's first duty is to pull his own weight and 
to take cam of tiiose dependent upon hun; and I then 
behevedy and now bdieve, that the greatest pnviiege and 
^leatest duty for any man is to be haj^ily married, and 
Huit no other form of sucoess or service, for either man or 5 
woman, can be wisely accepted as a substitute ch* alter- 
native. But it happened that I had been left enough 
mcmey by my father not to make it necessary for me to 
&iiik solely of earning bread for myself and family. I had 
enough to get bread. What I had to do, if I wanted butter lo 
and jaoL, was to provide the butter and jam, but to count 
their C50st as compared with other things. In other words, 
I made up my mind that, while I must earn money, I 
could afford to make earning money the secondary 
instead of the primary object of my career. If I had had no is 
money at all, then my first duty would have been to earn 
«it in any honest fashion. As I had some money, I felt 
that my need for more money was to be treated as a 
eeoondary need, and that "wdiile it was my business to 
make more money where I legitimately and properly 20 
could, yet that it was also my business to treat other 
kinds of work as more important than money-making. 
Almost immediately after leaving Harvard in 1880 I 
began to take an interest in poUtics. I did not then be- 
Heve, and I do not now believe, that any man should 25 
ever attempt to make pK>litics his only career. It is a 
dreadful misfortune for a man to grow to feel that his 
whole livelihood and whole happiness depend upon his 
staying in office. Such a feeling prevents him from being 
of real service to the people while in office, and always 30 
puts him under the heaviest strain o{ i^t^^wY^ ^ V^-wl^x. 
his convictions for the sake oi YioViiu^ o^'i^. ^ ^a^asc^ 
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should have some other occupation — ^I had several other 
occupations — ^to which he can resort if at any time he 
is thrown out of office, or at any time he finds it necessary 
to choose a course which will probably result in his being 
5 thrown out, unless he is wiUing to stay in at cost to his 
conscience. 

I was elected to the Legislature ° in the fall of 1881 and 
found myself the youngest man in that body. I was 
re-elected the two following years. Like all young men 

10 and inexperienced members, I had considerable diffi- 
culty in teaching myself to speak. I profited much by 
the advice of a hard-headed old countryman — ^who was 
unconsciously paraphrasing the Duke of Wellington,** 
who was himself doubtless paraphrasing somebody else. 

15 The advice ran: "Don't speak until you are sure you 
have something to say, and know just what it is; then 
say it, and sit down." 

My first days in the Legislature were much hke those of 
a boy in a strange school. My fellow-legislators and t eyed 

20 one another with mutual distrust. Each of us chose his 
seat, each began by following the lead of some veteran in 
the first routine matters, and then, in a week or two, we 
began to drift into groups according to our several af- 
finities. The Legislature was Democratic. I was a 

25 Republican from the "silk stocking" district, the wealth- 
iest district in New York, and I was put, as one of the 
minority members, on the Committee of Cities. It was 
a coveted position. I did not make any effort to get 
on, and, as far as I know, was put there merely because 

30 it was felt to be in accordance with the fitness of 
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My closest friend for the three years I was there was 
Billy O'NeiU, from the Adirondacks. He kept a small 
crossroads store. He was a young man, although a few 
years older than I was, and, like myself, had won his 
position without r^ard to the machine. He had thought 
he would like to be Assemblyman, so he had taken 
his buggy and had driven around Franklin County 
visiting everybody, had upset the local ring, and came 
to the Legislature as his own master. There is surely 
something in American traditions that does tend to- 
ward real democracy in spite of our faults and short- 
comings. In most other countries two men of as dif- 
ferent antecedents, ancestry, and surroundings as Billy 
O'Neill and I would have had far more difficulty in coming 
together. I came from the biggest city in America and 
from the wealthiest ward of that city, and he from a back- 
woods county where he kept a store at a crossroads. In all 
the unimportant things we seemed far apart. But in 
all the important things we were close together. We 
looked at all questions from substantially the same 
view-point, and we stood shoulder to shoulder in every 
legislative fight during those three years. He abhorred 
demagogy just as he abhorred corruption. He had 
thought much on political problems; he admired Alex- 
ander Hamilton® as much as I did, being a strong be- 
liever in a powerful National government; and we both 
of us differed from Alexander Hamilton in being stout 
adherents of Abraham Lincoln's views wherever the 
rights of the people were concerned. Any man who has 
met with success, if he will be frank with himself, must 
admit that there has been a b\^ Aewve^X* <A Vs^Njcsssst \s 
^e success. Fortune favored me , viVv^xe^ \Nfc^ \>aj^^ ^ 
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heavy against Billy O'Neill. All his life he had to stDve 
hard to wring his bread from harsh surroundingB and ft 
reluctant fate; if fate had been but a little kinder, I be- 
heve he would have had a great political career; and be 
5 would liave done good service for the country in any 
position in which he might have been put. 

In the Legislature the problems with which I deatt 
were mainly problems of honesty and decencsy and of 
l^islative and adminisistrative efficiency. They rep- 

10 resented the effort, the wise, the vitally necessary efforti 
to get efficient and honest government. But as yet I 
understood little of the effort which was already b^ 
ginning, for the most part under very bad lead^^p^ to 
secure a more genuine social and industrial justice. Nor 

15 was I especially to blame for this. The good citix^iB I 
then knew best, even when themselves m«i of limited 
moans — ^men like my colleague Billy O'Neill, and my 
backwgods friends Sewall and Dow — ^were no more 
awake than I was to the changing needs the changing 

20 times were brmging. Their outlook was as narrow as 
my own, and, within its limits, as fundamentally sound. 

I wish to dwell on the soundness of our outlook (m life, 
even though as yet it was not broad enough. We "wei© 
no respecters of persons. Where our vision was devel- 

25 oped to a degree that enabled us to see crodkedneaB, 
we opxx)sed it whether in great or small. As a matter of 
fact, we found that it needed much more courage to stand 
up openly against labor men when tliey were wrong than 
against capitalists when they were wrong. Tlie sidb 

aoagaiast labor are usually conunitted, and the impnqper 
services to capitalists are usually rendered, behind (dosed 
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doons. Very often tiie man with the moral oourage to speak 
in the open against labor wben it is wrong is the only man 
anxKNis to do effective work for labor when labor is 
light. 

llie only kinds ctf oonrage and honesty whidi ares 
permanent^ ns^ul to s^^ institutions anywhere are 
those shown by m^i who decide ail cases with impartial 
justice on grounds of ccxiduct and not on grounds of dass. 
We found that in the long run the men who in public 
blatantly insisted that labor was never wrong were theio 
very men who in private oould not be trusted to stand 
for labor when it was right. We grew heartily to dis- 
trust the reformer who neva* denounced wickedness 
unless it was embodied in a rich man. Human nature 
does not change; and that type of ^'reformer" is as noxious is 
now as he ever was. The loud-mouthed upholder c^ 
popular ri^ts who attacks wickedness only when it is 
allied with wealth, and who never pubticly assails any 
misdeed, no matter how flagrant, if committed nomi- 
naliy in the interest kA labor, has either a warped mind 20 
or a tainted soul, and should be trusted by no honest man. 
It was largely the indignant and contemptuous dislike 
aroused in our minds by the demagogues of this class 
which then prevented tiiose of us whose instincts at 
bottom were sound from going as far as we ought to have 2s 
gone along the lines of governmental control of corpo- 
rations and govemm^ital interference on behalf of labor. 

Traps were set for more than one oi us, and if we had 
walked into these traps our pubhc careers would have 
ended, at least so far as following them under the oondi- so 
tions which alone make it worth wbile lobeim^pQjc^Ms.\si^%^ 
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all. A man can of course hold public office, and many a man 
does hold pubhc office, and lead a public career of a sort, 
even if there are other men who possess secrets about him 
which he cannot afford to have divulged. But no man can 

5 lead a public career really worth leading, no man can act 
with rugged independence in serious crises, nor strike at 
great abuses, nor afford to make powerful and unscrupu- 
lous foes, if he is himself vulnerable in his private char- 
acter. Nor will clean conduct by itself enable a man to 

10 render good service. I have always been fond of Josh 
Billings's® remark that "it is much easier to be a harm- 
less dove than a wise serpent." There are plenty of 
decent legislators, and plenty of able legislators; but the 
blamelessness and the fighting edge are not always com- 

isbined. Both qualities are necessary for the man who is 
to wage active battle against the powers that prey. He 
must be clean of life, so that he can laugh when his public 
or his private record is searched; and yet being clean of 
life will not avail him if he is either foolish or timid. He 

20 must walk warily and fearlessly, and while he should never 
brawl if he can avoid it, he must be ready to hit hard if the 
need arises. Let him remember, by the way, that the 
unforgivable crime is soft hitting. Do not hit at all if 
it can be avoided; but never hit softly. 

25 Tiike most young men in pohtics, I went through 
various oscillations of feeling before I "found myself." 
At one period I became so impressed with the virtue of 
complete independence that I proceeded to act on each 
case purely as I personally viewed it, without paying any 

30 heed to the principles and prejudices of others. The 

result was that I speedily, and deservedly, lost all power 

of MccompUshing anything at all; and 1 t\iet^^ \<e;drE^ 
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the invaluable lesson that in the practical activities of 
life no man can render the highest service unless he can 
act in combination with his fellows, which means a cer- 
tain amount of give-and-take between him and them. 
Again, I at one period began to believe that I had as 
future before me, and that it behooved me to be very far- 
sighted and scan each action carefully with a view to its 
possible efifect on that future. This speedily made me 
useless to the public and an object of aversion to myself; 
and I then made up my mind that I would try not to lo 
think of the future at all, but would proceed on the 
assumption that each office I held would be the last I 
ever should hold, and that I would confine myself to 
trying to do my work as well as possible while I held 
that office. I found that for me personally this was the 15 
only way in which I could either enjoy myself or render 
good service to the country, and I never afterwards de- 
viated from this plan. 

During my three years' service in the Legislature I 
worked on a very simple philosophy of government. It 20 
was that personal character and initiative are the prime 
requisites in political and social life. It was not only a 
good but an absolutely indispensable theory as far as it 
went; but it was defective in that it did not sufficiently 
allow for the need of collective action. I shall never 2s 
forget the men with whom I worked hand in hand in 
these legislative strugglas, not only my fellow-legislators, 
but some of the newspaper reporters, such as Spinney 
and Cunningham; and then in addition the men in the 
various districts who helped us. We had made up our 30 
minds that we must not fight fixe m\)cv ^t^^ \5csaX» ^\N.*<i<:^ 
contrary the way to win out was to QiC\v\a\ ow\ \cfe^\xv^\s^^ 
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',i(i':r '. *A.ini->.. i.-? frri'.iilir^ a m^u lo eiiiier it»pect or 
f;//f..-.ii:r:ri"«or.. .V-: recitei ikbove. we did oil more thaa 
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one occasion fight battles, in which we neither took nor 
gave quarter, against the most prominent and powerful 
financiers and financial interests of the dav. But most of 
the fights in which we were engaged were for pure hon- 
esty and decenc>', and they were more apt to be against 5 
that form of corruption which found its expression in 
demagogy than against that form of corruption which 
defended or advocated privilege. 

To play the demagogue for pnirposes of self-interest is 
a cardinal sin against the people in a democracy, exactly lo 
as to play the courtier for such purposes is a cardinal sin 
against the people under other forms of government. 
A man who stays long in our American political life, if 
he has in his soul the generous desire to do effect i\'e 
service for great causes, ine^'itably grows to regard him- is 
sdf merely as one of many instruments, all of which it 
may be necessarj' to use, one at one time, one at another, in 
achieving the triumph of those causes; and whenever the 
usefulness of any one has been exhausted it is to be thrown 
aside. If such a man is \\ise, he will gladly do the thing 20 
that is rext, when the time and the need come together, 
without a^ung what the future holds for him. Let the 
half-gqd play his part w^ and manfully, and then be 
ooAtent to draw aside when the god appears. Xor 
should he feel vain regrets that to another it is gi\'en to 25 
lenditf greater ser\-ices and reap a greater reward. Let it 
be enou^ for him that he too has served, and that by 
doing veil he has prepared the way for the other man 
vfao caa do better. 



i 



IN COWBOY LAND 

Though I had previously made a trip into the then Tc 
ritory of Dakota,® beyond the Red River, it was not unl 
1883 that I went to the Little Missouri, and there to( 
hold of two cattle ranches, the Chimney Butte and tl 

5 Elkhorn. 

It was still the Wild West in those days, the Far Wes 
the West of Owen Wister's stories® and Frederic Ren 
ington's drawings,® the West of the Indian and tl 
buffalo-hunter, the soldier and the cow-puncher. Thj 

10 land of the West has gone now, "gone, gone with the lo 
Atlantis,®" gone to the isle of ghosts and of strange des 
memories. It was a land of vast silent spaces, of lone! 
rivers, and of plains where the wild game stared at tl 
passing horseman. It was a land of scattered ranche 

15 of herds of long-homed cattle, and of reckless riders wl: 
unmoved looked into the eyes of life or of death. In thj 
land we led a free and hardy life, with horse and riifle. ^ 
worked imder the scorching midsummer sun, when tl 
wide plains shimmered and wavered in the heat; and "v 

20 knew the freezing misery of riding night guard round tl 
cattle in the late fall round-up. In the soft springtin 
the stars were glorious, in our eyes each night before "v 
fell asleep; and in the winter we rode through blindir 
blizzards, when the driven snow-dust burnt our face 

25 There were monotonous days, as we guided the tra 
cattle or the beef herds, hour after hour, at the slowest < 
walks; and minutes or hours teeming with excitemei 
as we stopped stampedes or swam the herds across rive: 

^i^eacherous with quicksands or brimnvfid vaWi xvaxaa 

33 
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oe. We knew toil and hardship and hunger and thirst; 
ind we saw men die violent deaths as they worked 
imong the horses and cattle, or fought in evil feuds with 
►ne another; but we felt the beat of hardy life in our 
reins, and ours was the glory of work and the joy ofs 
iving. 

It was right and necessary that this life should pass, 
or the safety of our country Ues in its being made 
he country of the small home-maker. The great im- 
enced ranches, in the days of "free grass," necessarily lo 
epresented a temporary stage in our history. The 
Eirge migratory flocks of sheep, each guarded by the 
tired shepherds of absentee owner?, wen3 the first enemies 
f the cattle-men; and owing to the way they ate out the 
;rass and destroyed all other vegetation, these roving 15 
heep bands represented httle of permanent good to the 
:)untry. But the homesteaders, the permanent settlers, 
le men who took up each his own farm on which he 
red and brought up his family, these represented from 
e National standpoint the most desirable of all possible 20 
3rs of, and dwellers on, the soil. Their advent meant 
\ breaking up of the big ranches; and the change was a 
tional gain, although to some of us an individual loss, 
reached the Little Missouri on a Northern Pacific 
n about three in the morning of a cool September day 25 
883. Aside from the station, the only building was 
mshackle structure called the Pyramid Park Hotel, 
igged my duffle-bag'' thither, and hammered at the 
until the frowsy proprietor appeared, muttering 
. He ushered me upstairs, where I was given one 30 
' fourteen beds in the room which by itself constituted 
itire upper hooT. Next day 1 wsAked ovet \ft ^Jwi 
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abandoned army post, and, after some hoim mmang III 
gray log shacks, a ranchman who had drivcD inlo ttl 
station agreed to take me out to his ranch, the CUhq 
Butte ranch, where he was living with his b ro th er vi 

5 their partner. 

The ranch was a log structure with a dirt imf, I 
corral for horses near by, and a chicken4iOQad JaMbec 
against the rear of the ranch house. Inside there im 
only one room, and a table, three or four chairs, a oookng 

10 stove, and three bunks. The owners were Sylvane 
Joe Ferris and William J. Merrifield. . . . Tbeie 
a fourth man, George Meyer, who also worioed fat 
me later. That evening we all played old sledge^ loaii 
the table, and at one period the game was interruptBd 

15 by a frightful squawking outside "vdiich told us that t 
bobcat had made a raid on the chicken-house. 

After a buffalo hunt "svith my original friend, Joe Eemi^ 
I entered into partnership with Merrifield and Syivue 
Ferris, and we started a cow ranch, with the maUoe 

20 cross bmnd — always known as "maltee cross," by ito 
way, as the general impression along the Little MisBOVi 
was that "maltese" must be a plural. . . . They "ww 
among my most constant companions for the few y^UA 
next succeeding the evening when the bobcat intemipted 

25 the game of old sledge. I Uved and worked with thfln 
on the ranch, and with them and many others like then 
on the round-up; and I brought out from Maine, ia oidff 
to start the Elkhom ranch lower down the river, nay two 
backwoods friends Sewall and Dow. My brands far 

30 the lower ranch were the elkhom and triangle. 

I do not believe there ever was any life more attiaotivB 
to a vigorous young fellow than life on a cattle ranch in 
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fhose days. It was a fine^ healthy Hfe, too; it taught a 
BMui self-reliance, hardihood, and the value c^ instant 
dec]sio&-4n short, the virtues that ou^t to come from 
file in the open country. I enjoyed the life to the full. 
After the first year I built on the Elkhom ranch a long, 5 
low ranch house of hewn logs, with a veranda, and with^ 
in addition to the other rooms, a bedroom for myself, 
and a sitting-room with a b% fire-place. I got out a 
roeking-chair — I am very fond dL rocking-chairs — and 
enough books to fill two or three shelves, and a rubber lO 
batb-tub so that I could get a bath. And then I do not 
see how any one could have lived more comfortably. We 
had buffalo robes and bearskins of our own killing. We 
ahrays kept the house clean — using the word in a rather 
lajge sense. There were at least two rooms that were 15 
always warm, even in the bitterest weather; and we had 
plenty to eat. * Commonly the mainstay of every meal 
^wras game of our own killing, usually antelope or deer, 
sometimes grouse or ducks, and occasionally, in the earlier ' 
days, buffak) or elk. We also had flour and bacon, sugar, 20 
salt, and canned tomatoes. And later, when some of 
the men married and brought out their wives, we had all 
kinds of good things, such as jams and jeUies made from 
the wild plums and the buffalo berries, and potatoes from 
the forlorn httle garden patch. Moreover, we had milk. 2S 
Most ranchmen at that time never had milk. I knew 
more than one ranch with ten thousand head of cattle 
where there was not a cow that could be milked. We made 
up our minds that we would be more enterprising. Accord- 
in^y, we started to domesticate scmie of the cows. Ourio 
first effort was not successful, chiefly because we did 
not devote the needed time and patience V> ^^ TEvaXXfist^ 
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And we found that to race a cow two miles at full speed 
on horseback, then rope her, throw her, and turn her 
upside down to milk her, while exhilarating as a pastime, 
was not productive of results. Gradually we accumulated 

5 tame cows, and, after we had thinned out the bobcats 
and coyotes, more chickens. 

The ranch house stood on the brink of a low bluff 
overlooking the broad, shallow bed of the Little Missouri, 
through which at most seasons there ran only a trickle 

10 of water, while in times of freshet it was filled brimful 
with the boiling, foaming, muddy torrent. There was no 
neighbor for ten or fifteen miles on either side of me. 
The river twisted down in long curves between narrow 
bottoms bordered by sheer cliff walls, for the Bad Lands, 

15 a chaos of peaks, plateaus, and ridges, rose abruptly from 
the edges of the level tree-clad, or grassy, alluvial meadows. 
In front of the ranch-house veranda was a' row of cotton- 
wood trees with gray-green leaves which quivered all day 
long if there was a breath of air. From these trees came the 

20 faraway, melancholy cooing of mourning doves, and little 
owls perched in them and called tremulously at night. In 
the long summer afternoons we would sometimes sit on 
the piazza, when there was no work to be done, fopr an hour 
or two at a time, watching the cattle on the sand-bars, and 

25 the sharply channeled and strangly carved amphitheater 
of chffs across the bottom opposite; while the vultures 
wheeled overhead, their black shadows gliding across the 
glaring white of the dry river-bed. Sometimes from the 
ranch we saw deer, and once when we needed meat I 

30 shot one across the river as I stood on the piazza. In the 
winter, in the days of iron cold, when everything was 
white under the snow, the rivet Va-Y ^ ^ts bed fixed and 
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immovable as a bar of bent steel, and then at night . 
wolves and lynxes traveled up and down it as if it had 
been a highway passing in front of the ranch house. Often 
in the late fall or early winter, after a hard day's hunting, 
or when returning from one of the winter line camps, we 5 
did not reach the ranch until hours after sunset; and after 
the weary tramping in the cold it was keen pleasure to 
catch the first red gleam of the fire-Ut windows across the 
snowy wastes. 

The Elkhom ranch house was built mainly by Sewall lo 
and Dow, who, like most men from the Maine woods, 
were mighty with the ax. I could chop fairly well for 
an amateur, but I could not do one-third the work they 
could. One day when we were cutting down the cotton- 
wood trees, to begin our building operations, I heard is 
some one ask Dow what the total cut had been, and Dow 
not realizing that I was within hearing, answered: "Well, 
Bill cut down fifty-three, I cut forty-nine, and the boss 
he beavered down seventeen." Those who have seen the 
stump of a tree which has been gnawed down by a beaver 20 
will understand the exact force of the comparison. 

In those days on a cow ranch the men were apt to be 
away on the various round-ups at least half the time. It 
was interesting and exciting work, and except for the lack 
of sleep on the spring and summer round-ups it was not ex- 25 
haust^g work; compared to lumbering or mining or black- 
smithing, to sit in the saddle is an easy form of labor. The 
ponies were of course grass-fed and unshod. Each man 
had his own string of nine or ten. One pony would be used 
for the morning work, one for the afternoon, and neither 30 
would again be used for the next three days. A separate 
pony was kept for night riding. 
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I never became a good roper, nor more than an 
rider, according to ranch standards. Of course a^ ^ 
a ranch hiia to ride a good many bad horses, and is boMfl 
to encounter a certain number of accidents, and **^J*U 

5 1 had my share, at one time cracking a rib, and on anote 
occasion the point of my shoulder. We were hundredaa 
miles from a doctor, and each time, as I "was on the round- 
up, I had to get through my work for the next few ^«^®*'*J 
best I could, until the injury healed of itself. ^ When I hid 

10 the opportunity, I broke my own horses, doing it gently 
and gradually and spending much time over it, and choon- 
ing the horses that seemed gentle to begin with. Wi» 
these horses I never had any difficulty. But frequent^ 
there was neither time nor opportunity to handle our 

15 mounts so elaborately. We might get a band of horaes, 
each having been bridled and saddled two or three tiraCB, 
but none of them having been broken beyond the extent 
implied in this bridling and saddling. Then each of us bi 
succession would choose a horse (for his string) , I as owner 

20 of the ranch being given the fii*st choice on each round, so 
to speak. The first time I was ever on a round-up Sylvanft 
Ferris, Merrifield, Meyer, and I each chose his striiig in 
this fashion. Three or four of the animals I got were not 
easy to ride. The effort both to ride them and to look 

25 if I enjoyed doing so, on some cool morning when my _ 
ning cowboy friends had gathered round ''to see wfa^iier 
the high-headed bay could buck the boss ofif," donbtfesB 
\vas of benefit to me, but lacked much of being enjoyable. 
Tlie time I smashed my rib I was bucked off on a stonB. 

30 The time I hurt the point of my shoulder I was riding & 
big, sulky horse named Ben Butler, which went over bai*:- 
wards with me. When we got up it still refused to go any- 
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tiere; so, while I sat it, Sylvane Ferris and George Meyer 
>t their ropes on its neck and dragged it a few hundred 
urds, choking but stubborn, all four feet firmly planted 
id plowing the ground. When they released the ropes it 
y down and wouldn^t get up. The round-up had started; s 

Sylvane gave me his horse, Baldy, which sometimes 
icked but never went over backwards, and he got onto the 
)w re-arisen Ben Butler. To my discomfiture Ben started 
lietly beside us, while Sylvane remarked, "Why, there's 
>thing the matter with this horse; he's a plumb gentle lo 
)rse." Then Ben fell slightly behind and I heard Sylvane 
;ain, "That's all right! Come along! Here, you! Goon, 
)u! Hi, hi, fellows, help me out! he's lying on me! " Sure 
lOugh, he was; and when we dragged Sylvane from imder 
m the first thing the rescued Sylvane did was to execute is 
war-dance, spurs and all, on the iniquitous Ben. We 
•uld do nothing with him that day; subsequently we got 
m*so that we could ride him; but he never became a nice 
ddle-horse. 

20 

On several occasions we had to fight fire. In the geog- 
phy books of my jrouth prairie fires were always por- 
ayed as taking x^ace in long grass, and all hving things ran 
jfore them. On the northern cattle plains the grass was 
;ver long enough to be a source of danger to man or beast. 2S 
he fires were nothing like the forest fires in the Northern 
oods. But they destroyed large quantities of feed, and 
e had to stop them where possible. The process we usually 
Uowed was to kill a steer, spUt it in two length-wise, 
id then have two riders drag each half-steer, the rope 30 
' one running from his saddle-horn to the front 1^, and 
lat of the other to the hind leg. One oi \k<& xr^esi^^Ni^^ 
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spur his horse over or through the line of fire, and *** ^ 1 ' ^ 
would then ride forward, dragging the steer bloody ?« |p 
downward along the hne of flame, men following on foai I ki 
with slickers or wet horso-blankets to beat out any ffid^ | ih 

s ering blaze that was still left. It was exciting work, for the 
fire and the twitching and plucking of the ox carcass ow 
the uneven ground maddened the fierce little horses so that 
it was necessary to do some riding in order to keep them to 
their work. After a while it also became very exhausti^ 

10 the thirst and fatigue being great, as, with jMurched lips and 
blackened from head to foot, we toiled at our task. 

In the old days in the ranch country we depended upon 
game for fresh meat. Nobody hked to kill a beef, and 
although now and then a maverick® yearling might be killed 
IS on the round-up, most of us looked askance at the deed, 
because if the practice of l>eef-killing was ever allowed to 
start, the rustlers — the horse thieves and cattle thievfes— ■ 
would be sure to seize on it as an excuse for general slau^ 
ter. Getting meat for the ranch usually devolved upon 
20 me. I almost always carried a rifle when I rode, either in a 
scaljbard under my thigh, or across the pommel. Often I 
would pick up a deer or antelope while about my regular 
work, when visiting a line camp or riding after the cattle. 
At other times I would make a day's trip after them. In the 
25 fall we sometimes took a wagon and made a week's hunt^ 
returning with eight or ten deer carcasses, and perhaps an 
elk or a mountain sheep as well. I never became more than 
a fair hunter, and at times I had most exasperating expe- 
riences, either failing to see game which I ought to have 
30 seen, or committing some blunder in the stalk, or failing to 
kill when I fired. Looking back, I am inclined to say that 
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had any good quality as a hunter it was that of 

jverance. "It is dogged that does it" in hunting as in 

any other things. Unless in wholly exceptional cases, 

1 we were very hungry, I never killed anything but 

s. 5 

jcasionally I made long trips away from the ranch 

among the Rocky Mountains with my ranch fore- 

Merrifield; or in later years with Tazewell Woody, 

L Willis, or John GofF. We hunted bears, both the 

£ and the grizi^ly, cougars and wolves, and moose, lo 

iti, and white goat. On one of these trips I killed 

son bull, and I also killed a bison bull on the Little 

K)uri some fifty miles south of my ranch on a trip 

h Joe Ferris -and I took together. It was rather 

ugh trip. Each of us carried only his slicker behind is 

on the saddle, with some flour and bacon done up 

. We met with all kinds of misadventures. Finally 

night, when we were sleeping by a slimy httle 

rie pool where there was not a stick of wood, we 

to tie the horses to the horns of our saddles; and'^o 

we went to sleep with our heads on the saddles. In 

middle of the night something stampeded the horses, 

away they went, with the saddles after them. As 

umped to our feet Joe eyed me with an evident sus- 

►n that I was the Jonah of the party, and said: "O25 

I! Fve never done anything to deserve this. Did you 

do anything to deserve this? 



fy 



Dwe more than I can ever express to the West, which of 
se means to the men and women I met in the West. 30 
re were a few people of bad type in my neighbor- 
1 — that would be true of every group oi laeii^ ^n^tiVsl 
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a theological seminaiy — but I could not 8] 
great affection and respect of the great nuyoci-^^ 
friends, the hard-working men and women who cfn 
a space of perhaps a hundred and fifty miles alot. 

b Little Missouri. I was always as welcome at their h 
as they were at mine. Everybody worked, everybocfc 
wiUing to help everybody else, and yet nobody askec 
favors. The same thing was true of the peof^ i9h 
got to know fifty miles east and fifty miles west o 

10 own range, and of the men I met on the round-ups. 
soon accepted me as a friend and fellow-worker 
stood on an equal footing with them, and I b^eve 
most of them have kept their feehng for me ewer i 
No guests were ever more welcome at the White I 

15 than these old friends of the cattle ranches and dM 
camps — liie men with whom I had ridden the long 
and eaten at the tail-board of a chuck-wagon — whe: 
they turned up at Washington during my Presidency 
remember one of them who appeared at Washingtoi 

20 day just before lunch, a huge, powerful man who, wl 
knew him, had been distinctly a fighting charactei 
happened that on that day another old friend, the B 
Ambassador, Mr. Bryce,° was among those conuz 
lunch. Just before we went in T turned to my 

25 puncher friend and said to him with great solen 
"Remember, Jim, that if you shot at the feet o! 
British Ambassador to make him dance, it would be J 
to cause international complications; " to which 
responded with unaffected horror, "Why, C(Aod 

30 shouldn't think of it, I shouldn't think of it! " 

Not only did the men and the women whom I n 
the cow country quite unconsciously help me, by tl 
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mi^t which working and living with them enabled me to get 
into the mind and soul of the average American of the 
in^t type, but they helped me in another way. I made 
up my miod that they were men oi just the kind whom 
it would be well to have with me if ever it became neces- 5 
sary to go to war. When the Spanish War came, I gave 
this thought practical realization. 

Fortunatdy, Wister and Remington, with pen and 
paieily have made these men live as long as our Ht- 
erature lives. I have sometimes been asked if Wister's lo 
''Virginian" is not overdrawn; why, one of the men I 
have mentioned in this chapter was in all essentials the 
Virginian in real life, not only in his force but in his 
charm. Half of the men I worked with or played with and 
half of the men who soldiered with me afterwards in my is 
raiment might have walked out of Wister's stories or 
Reixiington's pictures. 

There were bad characters in the Western country at 
tibat time, of course, and under the conditions of life 
they were probably more dangerous than they would 20 
have been elsewhere. I hardly ever had any difficulty, 
hofwever. I never went into a saloon, and in the Httle 
hotds I kept out of the bar-room unless, as sometimes 
happened, the bar-room was the only room on the lower 
floor except the dining-room. I always endeavored to2S 
keep out of a quarrel until self-respect forbade my mak- 
ing any further effort to avoid it, and I very rarely had 
even the semblance of trouble. 

Of coarse amusing incidents occurred now and then. 
Uflually these took place when I was hunting lost horses, 30 
for in hunting lost horses I was ordinarily alone, and occa- 
fikuially had to travel a hundred ox ^. Yiwxi^^ %sA 'v^^ 



50 ROOSEVELT S WRITINGS 

miles away from my own country. On one such occasion I 
reached a little cow town long after dark, stabled my horse 
in an empty outbuilding, and when I reached the hotel 
was informed in response to my request for a bed that 

5 1 could have the last one left, as there was only one other 
man in it. The room to which I was shown contained two 
double beds; one contained two men fast asleep, and the 
other only one man, also asleep. This man proved to be a 
friend, one of the Bill Joneses whom I have previously men- 

lotioned. I undressed according to the fashion of the day 
and place, that is, I put my trousers, boots, shaps, and 
gun down beside the bed, and turned in. A couple of hours 
later I was awakened by the door being thrown open and 
a lantern flashed in my face, the light gleaming on the 

IS muzzle of a cocked .45. Another man said to the lantern- 
bearer, "It ain't him;" the next moment my bedfellow was 
covered with two guns, and addressed, "Now, Bill, don't 
make a fuss, but come along quiet." "I'm not think- 
ing of making a fuss," said Bill. "That's right," was the 

20 answer; "we're your friends; we don't want to hurt you; 
we just want you to come along, you know why." And 
Bill pulled on his trousers and boots and walked out with 
them. Up to this time there had not been a sound from 
the other bed. Now a match was scratched, a candle lit, 

25 and one of the men in the other bed looked round the 
room. At this point I committed the breach of etiquette of 
asking questions. "I wonder why they took Bill," I said. 
There was no answer, and I repeated "I wonder why they 
took Bill." "Well," said the man with the candle, dryh 

30 " I reckon they wanted him," and with that he blew o\ 
the candle and conversation ceased. Later I discoverc 
^Aat Bill in a Gt of playfulness had \ie\d wp ^iJcva ^otV 
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Pacific train at a near-by station by shooting at the feet 
(rf the conductor to make him dance. This was purely 
a joke on Bill's part, but the Northern Pacific people pos- 
sessed a less robust sense of humor, and on their complaint 
the United States Marshal was sent after Bill, on the 5 
ground that by dela3dng the train he had interfered with 
the mails. 

The only time I ever had serious trouble was at an 
even more primitive little hotel than the one in question. 
It was also on an occasion when I was out after lost horses, lo 
Below the hotel had merely a bar-room, a dining-room, 
and a lean-to kitchen; above was a loft with fifteen or 
twenty beds in it. It was late in the evening when I 
reached the place. I heard one or two shots in the bar- 
room as I came up, and I disliked going in. But there 15 
was nowhere else to go, and it was a cold night. Inside 
the room were several men, who, including the bartender, 
were wearing the kind of smile worn by men who are 
making believe to like what they don't like. A shabby 
individual in a broad hat with a cocked gun in each hand 20 
was walking up and down the floor talking with strident 
profanity. He had evidently been shooting at the clock, 
which had two or three holes in its face. 

He was not a "bad man" of the really dangerous type, 
the true man-killer type, but he was an objectionable 2s 
creature, a would-be bad man, a bully who for the mo- 
ment was having things all his own way. As soon as he 
saw me he hailed me as "Four eyes," in reference to my 
spectacles, and said, "Four eyes is going to treat." I 
joined in the laugh and got behind the stove and sat down, 30 
thinking to escape notice. He followed \xi<i^ W^^N^Kt^'wsiL 
though I tided to pass it oS aa a \esXi \}Ki& ts^sx^ xca^^^'^sss. 
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more offensive, and he stood leaning o 
each hand, using very foul language. 1 
stand so near, and, moreover, his heels w 
so that his position was uastable. Acoorc 
5 to his reiterated command that I should 
I said, ''Well, if Fve got to, Vve got to 
ing past him. 

As I rose, I struck quick and hard w 
to one side of the point of his jaw, hit 

10 as I straightened out, and then again wi 
fired the guns, but I do not know whethc 
a convulsive action of his hands or whet 
to shoot at me. When he went do\vn he s< 
the bar with his head. It was not a case i 

IS afford to take chances, and if he had m 
to drop on his ribs with my knees; but 
I took away his guns, and the other pe 
who were now loud in their denunciatio 
him out and put him in a shed. I got 

20 possible, sitting in a corner of the dining 
the windows, and then went upstairs to 
dark so that there would be no chance of 
at me from the outside. However, n( 
When my assailant came to, he went do 

25 and left on a freight. 

There was one bit of frontier philosopl 
like to see imitated in more advanced co 
tain crimes of revolting baseness and ci 
30 forgiven. But in the case of ordinary i 
who had served his term and who then ti 
was given a fair chance; and of course 
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true of the women. Every one who has studied the sufa 
ject at all is only too well aware that the world offsets th 
f readiness with which it condones a crime for which a mai 
, escapes punishment, by its unforgiving relentlessness t 
j the often far less guilty man who is punished, and wh 
g therefore has made his atonement. On the frontier, if th 
man honestly tried to behave himself there was general!' 
j a disposition to give him fan- play and a decent show. Sev 
J eral of the men I knew and whom I particularly liked cam 
, in this class. There was one such man in my regiment, i 
J man who had served a term for robbery under arms, aiw 
. who had atoned io\ it by many years of fine performanc< 
J of duty. I put him in a high official position, and no mai 
J under me rendered better service to the State, nor wa 
. there any man whom, as soldier, as civil officer, as citizen 
J and as friend, I valued and respected — and now value an< 
respect — ^more. 

Now I suppose some good people will gather from thi 
that I favor men who commit crimes. I certainly do no 
^ favor them. I have not a particle of sympathy with the sen 
. , timentaUty — as I deem it, the mawkishness — ^which over 
^ flows with foolish pity for the criminal and cares not a 
- all for the victim of the crin^inal. I am glad to see wrong 
doers punished. The punishment is an absolute necessity 
from the standpoint of society; and I put the reformatio! 
of the criminal second to the welfare of society. But 
do desire to see the man or woman who has paid the pen 
alty and who wishes to reform given a helping hand- 
surely every one of us who knows his own heart must kno'v 
that he too may stumble, and should be anxious to help hi 
brother or sister who has stumbled. When the crimina 
has been punished, if he then shows ^ smc^x^ ^t^m^\.<5>Vft 
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a decent and upright life, he should be given the ohanoe, 
he should be helped and not hindered; and if he makBB 
good) he should receive that respect from others which 80 
often aids in creating self-respect — ^the most invaluaUe 
5 of all possessions. 



THE ROUGHRIDERS 

In the spring of 1897 President McKinley appointed 
me Assistant Secretary of the Navy. I owed the appoint- 
ment chiefly to the efforts of Senator H. C. Lodge,** of Mas- 
sachusetts, who doubtless was actuated chiefly by his 
long and close friendship for me, but also — I like to be-s 
lieve — ^by his keen interest in the Navy.° The first book 
I had ever published, fifteen years previously, was "The 
History of the Naval War of 1812;" and I have always 
taken the interest in the Navy which every good Amer- 
ican ought to take. At the time I wrote the book, in the lo 
early eighties, the navy had reached its nadir, and we 
were then utterly incompetent to fight Spain or any other 
power that had a navy at all. Shortly afterwards we 
b^an timidly and hesitatingly to build up a fleet. It is 
amusing to recall the roundabout steps we took to accom- is 
plish our purpose. In the reaction after the colossal 
struggle of the Civil War our strongest and most capable 
men had thrown their whole energy into business, into 
money-making, into the development, and above all the 
exploitation and exhaustion at the most rapid rate pos-20 
sible, of our natural resources — ^mines, forests, soil, and 
rivers. These men were not weak men, but they per- 
mitted themselves to grow shortsighted and selfish; and 
while many of them down at the bottom possessed the 
fundamental virtues, including the fighting virtues, others 25 
were purely of the glorified huckster or glorified pawn- 
broker t3rpe — ^which when developed to the exclusion of 
everything else makes about as poor a national type as 
the world has seen. This unadulterated UweksXfcx ort ^«^n\n.- 
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broker type is rarely keenly sympathetic in matters of 
social and industrial justice, and is usually physically timid 
and likes to cover an unworthy fear of the most just war 
under high-sounding names. 

5 It was reinforced by the large mollycoddle vote — the 
people who are soft physically and morally, or "who have 
a twist in them which makes them acidly cantankeroos 
and unpleasant as long as they can be so with safety to 
their bodies. In addition there are the good people with 

10 no imagination and no foresight, who think war will not 
come, but that if it does come armies and navies can be 
improvised — a very large element, typified by a Senator 
I knew personally who, in a public speech, in answer to 
a cjuestion as to what we would do if America were sud- 

isdenJy assailed by a first-class military power, answered 
that "we would build a battle-ship in every creek." Then, 
among the wise and high-minded people who in self- 
respecting and genuine fashion strive earnestly for peace, 
for there are the foohsh fanatics always to be found 

20 in such a movement and always discrediting it — ^the 
men who form the lunatic fringe in all reform move- 
ments. 

All these elements taken together made a body of pub- 
lic opinion so important during the decades immediatdy 

25 succeeding the Civil War as to put a stop to any serious ef- 
fort to keep the Nation in a condition of reasonable mili- 
tary prepardness. The representatives of this opinion then 
voted just as they now do when they vote against battle- 
ships or against fortifying the Panama Canal. It would 

30 have been bad enough if we had been content to be 
weak, and, in view of our weakness, not to bluster. But 
we were not content with such a policy. We wished 
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to enjoy the incompatible luxuries of an unbridled 
tongue and an unready hand. There was a v^y large 
element which was ignorant of our military wetness, 
or, naturally enough^ unaMe to understand it; and anotha* 
large element whieh liked to please its own vanity by 5 
listening to offensive talk about foreign nations. Accord- 
ingly, too many of our politicians, especially in Congress 
found that the cheap and easy thing to do was to please 
the fooli^ peace people by keeping us weak, and to 
l^ease the foolish violent people by passing denunciario 
tory resolutions about international matters— resolutions 
which would have been improper even if we had been 
strong. Their idea was to i^ease both the mollycoddle vote 
and the vote of the international tailrtwisters by uphold- 
ing, with pretended ardor and mean intelligence, a Na- is 
tional policy of peace with insult. 

I abhor unjust war. I abhor injustice and bullying by 

'Jie strong at the expense of the weak, whether among 

lationals or individuals. I abhor violence and bloodshed. 

believe that war should never be resorted to when, or so 20 

tng as, it is possible hon(»:ably to avoid it. I respect all 

en and womea who from high motives and with sanity 

d self-respect do all they can to avert war. I advocate 

Bparation for war in order to avert war; and I should 

^e.T advocate war unless, it were the only alternative 25 

dishonor. I describe the folly of which so many oi our 

ole were formerly guilty, in order that we may in our 

ay be on our guard against similar folly, 
e Hid not at the time of which I write take our for- 
iuVi^ seriously, and as we combined bluster in speech 30 
•efi isal to make any preparation whatsoever for action, 
rey not taken seriously in retuin. Goc^M'aJ^ ^ ^m^ 
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change for the better occurred, the writing 
Mahan® playing no small part therein. We bi] 
em cruisers to start with; the people who fel 
ships were wicked compromising with the 
5 consciences by saying that the cruisers coulc 
protect our conmierce'' — ^which they could i 
they had battle-ships to back them. Then ■» 
to build more powerful fighting vessels, and 
a section of the public which regarded battle 

losessing a name immorally suggestive of viole 
promised by calling the new ships armored 
making them combine \vith exquisite nicet; 
fects and none of the virtues of both types, 
to the point of building battle-ships. But ' 

15 mained a public opinion, as old as the time 
which thought that in the event of war all 
ought to be one of coast defense, that we sh( 
ing except repel attack; an attitude about i 
that of a prize-fighter who expected to wi 

20 parrying instead of hitting. To meet the si 
of this large class of well-meaning people, we 
the battle-ships under the name of "coast d< 
ships; " meaning thereby that we did not mal 
as seaworthy as they ought to have been, or 

25 much coal capacity as they ought to have hi 
decided to build real battle-ships. But there j 
a lingering remnant of public opinion that 
coast defease theory, and we met this in bea 
by providing for '^seagoing coast defense ba 

30 the fact that the name was a contradiction ir 
of very small consequence compared to the 
did thereby get real batU^^Viv^^. 
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Our men had to be trained to handle the shipe singly 
and in fleet formation, and they had to be trained to use 
the new weapons of precision with which the ships were 
armed. Not a few of the older officers, kept in the service 
under our foolish rule of pure seniority promotion, were 5 
not competent for the task; but a proportion of the older 
ofl&cers were excellent, and this was true of almost all 
the younger officers. They were naturally first-class 
men, trained in the admirable naval School at Annapolis. 
They were overjoyed that at last they were given proper lo 
instruments to work with, and they speedily grew to 
liandle these ships individually in the best fashion. They 
"were fast learning to handle them in squadron and fleet 
formation; but when the war with Spain broke out, they 
laad as yet hardly grasped the principles of modem is 
scientific naval gunnery. 

Soon after I began work as Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy I became convinced that the war would come. 
31ie revolt in Cuba had dragged its weary length until 
conditions in the island had become so dreadful as to 20 
16 a standing disgrace to us for permitting them to exist, 
lliere is much that I sincerely admire about the Spanish 
^racter; and there are few men for whom I have felt 
wter respect than for certain gentlemen of Spain whom I 
MB known. But Spain attempted to govern her colonies 25 
Ivchaic principles which rendered her control of them 
%ipatible with the advance of humanity and intolerable 
tie conscience of mankind. In 1898 the so-called 
dn Cuba had dragged along for years with un- 
mble horror, degradation, and misery. It was not 30 
It at all, but murderous oppression. Cuba ^ft& 
stated. 
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When the Maine® was blown up in Havana Haiixir, 
war became inevitable. A number of the peace-at-any- 
price men of course promptly assumed the position that sbe 
had blown herself up; but investigation showed that the 
5 explosion was from outside. And, in any event, it would 
have been impossible to prevent war. 

Among my friends was the then Army Surgeon Leon- 
ard Wood. He was a surgeon. Not ha\dng an income, 
he had to earn his o'v\ti living. He had gone through the 

10 Harvard Medical School, and liad then joined the army 
in tlie Southwest as a contract doctor. He had every 
physical, moral, and mental cjuality which fitted him for 
a soldier's life and for the exercise of command. In the 
inconceivably wearing and harassing campaigns against 

15 the Apaches° he had served nominally as a sui^eon, 
refilly in command of trooj)s, on more tlian one expedi- 
tion. He was as anxious as I was that ?f there were war 
we should both have our part in it. I had always felt 
that if there were a serious war I 'svishod to be in a position 

20 to explain to my children why I did take part in it, and 
not why I did not take part in it. Moreover, I liad very 
deeply felt that it was our duty to free Cuba, and 1 
had publicly expressed this feeling; and when a man 
takes such a position, he ought to be willing to make 

25 his words good by his deeds unless there is some very 
strong reason to the contrary. He should pay with h^ 
body. 

As soon as war was upon us, Wood and I began to try 
for a chance to go to the front. Congress had authorized 

30 the raising of three National Volunteer Cavalry regiments 
wholly apart from the State contingents. Secretary 
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Alger® of the War Department was fond of me personally, 
and Wood was his family doctor. Alger had been a gal- 
lant soldier in the Civil War, and was almost the only 
member of the Administration who felt all along that 
we would have to go to war with Spain over Cuba. He s 
liked my attitude in the matter, and because of his remem- 
brance of hia own experiences he sympathized with my 
desire to go to the front. Accordingly he offered me the 
command of one of the regiments. I told him that after 
six weeks' service in the field I would feel competent to lo 
handle the regiment, but that I would not know how to 
equip it or how to get it into the first action; but that 
Wood was entirely competent at once to take command, 
and that if he would make Wood colonel I would accept 
the lieutamnt-colonelcy. General Alger thought this is 
an act of foolish self-abnegation on my part — ^instead 
of its being, what it was, the wisest act I could have per- 
formed. He told me to accept the colonelcy, and that 
he would make Wood lieutenant-colonel, and that Wood 
would do the work anyway; but I answered that I did 2Q 
not widi to rise on any man's shoulders; that I hoped 
to be given every chance that my deeds and abihties 
warranted; but that I did not wish what I did not earn, 
and that above all I did not wish to hold any position 
where any one else did the work. He laughed at me a 25 
little and said I was foohsh, but I do not think he really 
minded, and he promised to do as I wished. True to 
his. word, he secured the appointment of Wood as colonel 
and of myself as lieutenant-colonel of the First United 
States Volunteer Cavalry. This was soon nicknamed, 30 
both by the pubhc and by the rest of the army, the Rough 
Riders, doubtless because the bulk of the m&DL ^^\^ i\^\fiL 
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the Southwestern ranch country and were akflled in tf» 

wild horsemanship of the great plains, 

W(K)d instantly IxjRan the work of raifiiiig the rogimal 
He first assembled several old non-comniiflaioiied ofliea 
of exi)erioiice, put tliem in office, and gave them UaidD for 
requisitions for the full equipment of a cavafay reg iinw i 
He sehM^ted v'vin Antonio"" as the gathering-plaoe, as it 
was in a good liors(j country, near the Gulf, from aone 
port on which we would have to embark, and near an 

10 old arsenal and an old army post from which we got a good 
deal of stuff — some of it practically condemmed, but which 
we found serviceable at a pinch, and much better than nothr 
ing. He organized a horse board in Texas, and began pu^ 
chasing all horses that were not too big and were sound. 

IS A day or two after he was commisioned he wrote out in 

the office of the Secretary of War, under his authority, 

telegrams to the Governors of Arizona, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, and Indian Territory, in substance as follows: 

**The President desires to raise — volunteers in yoar 

20 Territory to form part of a regiment of mounted rifleman 
to be commanded by Leonard Wood, Colonel; Theodore 
Roosevelt, Lieutenant-Colonel. He desires that the men 
selected should be young, sound, good shots and good 
riders, and that you expedite by all means in 3rour power 

25 the enrollment of these men. 

" (Signed) R. A. Alger, Secretary of War." 
As soon as he had attended to a few more odds and 
ends he left Washington, and the day after his arrival 
in San Antonio the troops began to arrive. 

30 The regiment assembled at San Antonio. When I 
reached there, the men, rifles, and horses, which were the 
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• 

A essentials, were coming in fast, and the saddles, blankets, 
and the like were also accumulating. Thanks to Wood's 
i! exertions, when we reached Tampa® we were rather 
« better equipped than most of the regular regiments. 
It We adhered strictly to field equipment, allowing no luxuries 5 
TJ or anything else unnecessary, and so we were able to 
« move off the field when ordered, with our own transporta- 
h tion, leaving nothing behind, y 

i'- I suppose every man tends to brag about his regiment; 
but it does seem to me that there never was a regiment lo 
better worth bragging about than ours. Wood was an 
exceptional commander, of great power, with a remarkable 
gift for organization. The rank and file were as fine 
natural fighting men as ever carried a rifle or rode a horse 
in any country or any age. We had a number of first- is 
class young fellows from the East, most of them from 
colleges like Harvard, Yale, and Princeton; but the great 
majority of the men were Southwesterners, from the 
then Territories of Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Arizona, 
and New Mexico. They were accustomed to the use 20 
of firearms, accustomed to taking care of themselves 
in the open; they were inteUigent and self-reliant; they 
possessed hardihood and endurance and physical prowess; 
and, above all, they had the fighting edge, the cool and 
resolute fighting temper. They went into the war with 25 
full knowledge, having dehberately counted the cost. In 
the great majority of cases each man was chiefly anxious 
to find out what he should do to make the regiment a 
success. They bought, first and last, about 800 copies 
of the cavalry drill regulations and studied them industri- 30 
ously. Such men were practically soldiers to start with, 
in all the essentials. It is small wonder t\va,\j >N\\k\5ciKai^s» 
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material to work upon the regiment was raised, armed, 
equipped, drilled, sent on trains to Tampa, embarked, dis- 
embarked, and put through two victorious a(ffeiisive--^iot 
defensive — fights in which a third of the offioero and ooe- 
5 fifth of the men were killed or wounded, all within sixty 
days. It is a good record,^ and it speaks well for tbe men 
of the regiment; and it speaks well for Wood. 



THE PRESIDENCY 

On September 6, 1901, President McKinley® was shot 
by an Anarchist in the city of Buffalo. I went to Buffalo 
at once. The Pi^esident's condition seemed to be improv- 
ing, and after a day or two we were told that he was 
practically out of danger. I then joined my family, who 5 
were in the Adirondacks, near the foot of Mount Tahawus. 
A day or two afterwards we took a long tramp through 
the forest, and in the afternoon I climbed Mount Tahawus. 

After reaching the top I had descended a few hundred 
feet to a shelf of land where there was a little lake, when I lo 
saw a guide coming out of the woods on our trail from be- 
low. I felt at once that he had bad news, and, sure enough, 
he handed me a telegram saying that the President's con- 
dition was much worse and that I must come to Buffalo 
immediately. It was late in the afternoon, and darkness is 
had fallen by the time I reached the club-house where we 
were staying. It was some time afterwards before I could 
get a wagon to drive me out to the nearest railway station, 
North Creek, some forty or fifty miles distant. The roads 
were the ordinary wilderness roads and the night was dark. 20 
But we changed horses two or three times — ^when I say 
"we" I mean the driver and I, as there was no one else 
with us — ^and reached the station just at dawn, to learn 
from Mr. Loeb,° who had a special train waiting, that the 
President was dead. That evening I took the oath of 25 
ofl&ce, in the house of Ansley Wilcox, at Buffalo. 

I at once announced that I would cowXiwiWft mtv.0cl^)»s5^ 
McKinIey'8 policies for the honoT and pTO^^TsJy^ ^"^ "^ 
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country, and asked all the members of the Cabinet t: 
stay. There were no changes made among them save 
as changes were made among their successors whcmi 
I myself appointed. I continued Mr. McKinley's policies, 

5 changing and developmg them and addmg new poUdeE 
only as the questions before the pubhc changed and 
as the needs of the public developed. Some of my 
friends shook their heads over this, telling me that the 
men I retained would not be "loyal to me," and that I 

10 would seem as if I were "a pale copy of McKinley." 1 
told them that I was not nervous on this score, and thai 
if the men I retained were loyal to their work they would 
be giving me the loyalty for which I most cared; and thai 
if they were not, I would change them anyhow; and thai 

IS as for being "a pale copy of McKinley," I was not pri- 
marily concerned with either following or not following ir 
his footsteps, but in facing the new problems that arose 
and that if I were competent I would find ample oppor- 
tunity to show my competence by my deeds® withoui 

20 worrying myself as to how to convince people of the fact 
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There are men who love out-of-doors who yet never 
open a book; and other men who love books but to whom 
the great book of nature is a sealed volume, and the lines 
written therein blurred and illegible. Nevertheless, 
among those men whom I have known, the love of books 5 
and the love of outdoors, in their highest expressions, 
have usually gone hand in hand. It is an affectation for 
the man who is praising outdoors to sneer at books. Us- 
ually the keenest appreciation of what is seen in nature 
is to be found in those who have also profited by the lo 
hoarded and recorded wisdom of their fellow-men. Love 
of outdoor life, love of simple and hardy pastimes, can 
be gratified by men and women who do not possess large 
means, and who work hard; and so can love of good books — 
not of good bindings and of first editions, excellent enough is 
in their way but sheer luxuries — ^I mean love of reading 
books, owning them if possible of course, but, if that is 
not possible, getting them from a circulating library. 

Sagamore Hill takes its name from the old Sagamore 
Mohannis, who, as chief of his little tribe, signed away his 20 
rights to the land two centuries and a half ago. The 
house stands right on the top of the hill, separated by 
fields and belts of woodland from all other houses, and 
looks out over the bay and the Sound. We see the sun 
go down beyond long reaches of land and of water. Many 2S 
birds dwell in the trees round the house or in the pastures 
and the woods near by, and of course in winter gulls, loons, 
and wild fowl frequent the 'waXiet^ c^l ^;3wi Ni^ ^^^ '"^^^^ 
Sound. We love all the seasons; \Jaa ^acrw^ ^xAXv^^ -«^^!Q»^ 
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of winter; the rush of growing things and the blossom- 
spray of spring; the yellow gram, the ripening fruits and 
tasseled com, and the deep, leafy shades that are heralded 
by "the green dance of summer; " and the sharp fall 'winds 

5 that tear the brilliant banners with which the trees greet 
the dying year. 

The Sound is always lovely. In the summer nights we 
watch it from the piazza, and see the lights of the tall Fall 
River boats as they steam steadily by. Now and then we 

10 spend a day on it, the two of us together in the light row- 
ing skiff, or perhaps with one of the boys to pull an extra 
pair of oars; we land for lunch at noon under wind-beaten 
oaks on the edge of a low bluff, or among the wild plum 
bushes on a spit of white sand, while the sails of the coast- 
is iiig schooners gleam in the sunlight, and the tolling of the 
bell-buoy comes landward across the waters. 
' Long Island is not as rich in flowers as the valley of the 
Hudson. Yet there are many. Early in April there is 
one hillside near us which glows like a tender flame with 

20 the white of the bloodroot. About the same time we find 
the shy mayflower, the trailing arbutus; and although we 
rarely pick wild flowers, one member of the household 
always plucks a little bunch of mayflowers to send to a 
friend working in Panama, whose soul hungers for the 

25 Northern spring. Then there are shad-blow and delicate 
anemones, about the time of the cherry blossoms; the 
brief glory of the apple orchards follows; and then the 
thronging dog-woods fill the forests with their radiance; and 
so flowers follow flowers until the springtime splendor 

^0 doses with the laurel and tl\ft «v?uafiaQ«scA», Vis^ms^ sweet 
Jocust bloom. The late svwdmkv«c ^^^^^^ \0^^^^ "^fcfc 

daunting lilies, and cardma\ ^o^«a> ^xA ts^t^csm^S^ 
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and puJe beach rosemaiy; and the goldenrod and the as- 
ters when the afternoons shorten and we again Ix^n to 
think of fires in the Tnde fire-places. 

Most of the birds in our neighlx>rhood are the ordinary 
hcxne friends of the house and the bam, the wood lot and 5 
the pasture; but now and then the species make queer 
shifts. The cheery quail, alas! are rarely found near us 
now; and we no longer hear the whippoorwills at night. 
But some birds visit as now \^ich formerlj- did not. Wlieu 
I was a boy neither the black-throated green warbler nor lo 
the purple finch nested around us, nor were bobolinks 
found in our fields. The black-throated green warbler is 
now one of our commonest summer warblers; there are 
plenty of purple finches; and, best of all, the bobolinks are 
far from infrequent. I had written a]x)ut these new -visit- i5 
ors to John Burrou^,° and once when he came out to 
see me I was able to show them to him. 

When I was President, we owned a little house in west- 
em Virginia; a delightful house, to us at least, although 
only a shell of rough boards. We used sometimes to go 20 
there in the fall, perhaps at Thanksgi-ving, and on these 
occasions we would have quail and rabbits of our own 
shooting, and once in a while a wild turkey. We also 
went there in the spring. Of course many of the birds 
were different from our Long Island friends. There were 25 
mocking-birds, the most attractive of all birds, and blue 
grosbeaks, and cardinals and summer redbirds instead of 
scariet tanagers, and those wonderful singers the Bewick's 
wrens, and Carolina wrens. All these I was able to show^ 
John Burrouighs when he came to ^mX. \3&\ ^XXnsssm^^Xss 
the way, be did not appreciate aa mud^ «&^^ ^^<5iWb'« 
of inmates of the cottage— the ftyVn^ so^\Tc^^s. ^^^«s 
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having the flying squirrels, father and mother and half- 
grown young, in their nest among the rafters; and at 
night we slept so soundly that we did not in the least mind 
the wild gambols of the little fellows through the rooms, 
seven when, as sometimes happened, they would swoop 
down to the bed and scuttle across it. 

One April I went to Yellowstone Park, when the snow 
was still very deep, and I took John Burroughs with me. 
I wished to show him the big game of the Park, the wild 

10 creatures that have become so astonishingly tame and 
tolerant of human presence. In the Yellowstone the 
animals seem always to behave as one wishes them to! 
It is always possible to see the sheep and deer and ante- 
lope, and also the great herds of elk, which are shyer than 

15 the smaller beasts. In April we found the elk weak after 
the short commons and hard living of winter. Once with- 
out much difficulty I regularly rounded up a big band of 
them, so that John Burroughs could look at them. I do 
not think, however, that he cared to, see them as much as 

20 1 did. The birds interested him more, especially a tiny 
owl the size of a robin which we saw perched on the top 
of a tree in mid-afternoon entirely uninfluenced by the 
sun and making a queer noise like a cork being pulled from 
a bottle. I was rather ashamed to find how much better 

25 his eyes were than mine in seeing the birds and grasping 
their differences. 

When wolf-hunting in Texas, and when bear-hunting in 
Louisiana and Mississippi, I was not only enthralled by 
the sport, but also by the strange new birds and other 

30 creatures, and the trees and flowers I had not khown before. 
By the way, there was one feast at the White House which 

stands above all others in my memory — eveiv. ?i5wiN% >^ 
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me when I lured Joel Chandler Harris® thither for a night, 
deed in which to triumph, as all who knew that inveter- 
tely shy recluse will testify. This was " the bear-hunters' 
inner." I had been treated so kindly by my friends on 
iese hunts, and they were such fine fellows, men whom T s 
ras so proud to think of as Americans, that I set my heart 
n having them at a hunters* dinner at the White House, 
toe December I succeeded; there were twenty or thirty 
f them, all told, as good hunters, as daring riders, as 
rst-class citizens as could be found anywhere; no finer lo 
3t of guests ever sat at meat in the White House; and 
mong other game on the table was a black bear, itself 
ontributed by one of these same guests. 
When I first visited CaUfornia, it was my good fortune 
3 see the "big trees/' the Sequoias,® and then to travel is 
own into the Yosemite with John Muir.° Of course of 
11 people in the world he was the one with whom it was 
•est worth while thus to see the Yosemite. He told me 
hat when Emerson® came to California he tried to get 
im to come out and camp with him, for that was the only 20 
ray in which to see at their best the majesty and charm of 
he Sierras. But at the time Emerson was getting old 
nd could not go. John Muir met me with a couple of 
ackers and two mules to carry our tent, bedding, and 
x)d for a three days' trip. The first night was clear, and 25 
re lay down in the darkening isles of the great Sequoia 
rove. The majestic trunks, beautiful in color and in 
ymmetry, rose round us like the pillars of a mightier 
athedral than ever was conceived even by the fervor of 
he Middle Ages. Hermit thrushes sang beautifully in 30 
he evening, and again, with a burst of wonderful music, 
it dawn. I was interested and a little surpns^ \»o ^\A 
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that, unlike John Burroughs, John ! 
birds or bird songs, and knew littli 
hermit thrushes meant nothing to hi 
flowers and the cUfl5j evcrythlDg. 1 

5 ticed or cared for were some that wi 
such as the \vater-ouseIs — ahvays p 
mine too. Tlie second night we cam 
on the edge of the canj'on walls, unde 
of a grove of miglity sUver firs; and ne 

10 into the wonderland of the valley itse 
glad that I \«as in the Yoscmite with . 
Yellowstone with John Burroughs. 

Our most beautiful singers are the 
sing not only in the early morning 

15 long, hot June afternoons. Sometir 
trees immediately aroimd the house, 
we can always hear them from amon; 
foot of the hill. The thrashers sing in t 
the garden, the catbirds everywhere 

20 such an attractive song that it is e: 
know that at any moment they ma\ 
and squeal. The bold, cheery music 
seems typical of the bold, cheerj'- bii 
Baltimore orioles nest in the j^oung el 

25 and the orchard orioles in the apple 
and outbuildings. Among the earlier 
the cheerful, simjde, homely song of t 
in March we also hear the piercing ca< 
lark— to us one of the most attractive 

30 late years now and then we hear the 
mdody of the bobolink in the pastui 
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and when the fiill chorus of these and of many other of the 
singers of spring is dying down, there are some true hot- 
weather songsters, such as the brightly hued indigo bunt- 
ii^ and thistle-finches. Among the finches one of the 
most musical and plaintive songs is that of the bush- 5 
sparrow — ^I do not know why the books call it field- 
sparrow,, for it does not dwell in the open fields like the 
vesper-finch, the savannah-sparrow, and the grasshopper- 
sparrow, but among the cedars and bayberry bushes and 
young locusts in the same places where the prairie war- lo 
bier is found. Nor is it only the true songs that delight us. 
We love to hear the flickers call, and we readily pardon 
any one of their number which, as occasionally happens, 
is bold enough to wake us in the early morning by drum- 
ming on the shingles of the roof. In our ears the red-winged is 
blackbirds have a very attractive note. We love the 
screaming of the red-tailed hawks as they soar high over- 
head, and even the calls of the ni^t heron that nest in the 
tall water maples by one of the wood ponds on our place, 
and the httie green herons that nest beside the salt marsh, 20 
It is hard to tell just how much of the attraction in any 
bird-note lies in the music itself and how much in the 
associations. This is what makes it so useless to try to 
compare the bird songs of one country with those of another. 
A man who is worth anything can no more be entirely 25 
impartial in speaking of the bird-eongs with which from 
his earliest childhood he has been f amihar than he can be 
entirely impartial in speaking of his own family. 

At Sagamore Hill we love a great many things — ^birds 
and trees and books, and all things beautiful, and horses 30 
and rifles and children and hard work axid Ite y^^ <^^\sSl^. 
We have great ^rep/aces, and in t\i'env ^Xvei V^i^ ^«»s. "sss^ 
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crackle (luring the long winter evenings. The big piaaa 
is for the hot, still afternoons of summer. 

The books are everywhere. There are as many in the 
north room and in the parlor — ^is drawing-room a more 
s appropriate name than parlor? — as in the library; the gun- 
room at the top of the house, which incidentally has the 
loveliest view of all, contains more books than any of the 
other rooms; and they are particularly deUghtful books to 
browse among, just because they have not much rde- 

lovance to one another, this being one of the reasons why 
they are relegated to their present abode. But the books 
have overflowed into all the other rooms too. 

I could not name any principle upon which the books 
have been gathered. Books are almost as individual as 

15 friends. There is no earthly use in laying down general 
laws about them. Some meet the needs of one person, and 
some of another; and each person should beware of the 
book-lover's besetting sin, of what Mr. Edgar Allan Poe® 
calls "the mad pride of intellectuahty," taking the shape 

20 of arrogant pity for the man who does not like the same 
kind of books. Of course there are books which a noian or 
woman uses as instruments of a profession — ^law books, 
medical books, cookery books, and the like. I am not 
speaking of these, for they are not properly "books" at 

25 all; they come in the category of time-tables, telephone 
directories, and other useful agencies of civilized life. I am 
speaking of books that are meant to be read. Personally, 
granted that these books are decent and healthy, the one 
test to which I demand that they all submit is that d 

JO being i/i teresting. li tVic booV *\^ xvcA, 'vctet^^H^\si%\fc^ 
reader, then in all but aw \\\^m\Aisffi\^ \i>xH^a^x ^\ ^aass:^ 
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gives scant benefit to the reader. Of course any reader 
ought to cultivate his or her taste so that good books will 
appeal to it, and that trash won't. But after this point has 
once been reached, the needs of each reader must be met 
in a fashion that will appeal to those needs. Personally 5 
the books by which I have profited infinitely more than 
by any otha^ have been those in which profit was a by- 
product of the pleasure; that is, I read them because I 
enjoyed them, because I liked reading them, and the profit 
came in as part of the enjoyment. lo 

Of course each individual is apt to have some special 
tastes in which he cannot expect that any but a few friends 
will share. Now, I am very proud of my big-game library. 
I suppose there must be many big-game hbraries in Con- 
tinental Europe, and possibly in England more extensive is 
than mine, but I have not happened to come across any 
such library in this country. Some of the originals go 
back to the sixteenth century, and there are copies or 
reproductions of the two or three most famous hunting 
books of the Middle Ages, such as the Duke of York's 2 a 
translation of Gaston Phcebus,° and the queer book of the 
Emperor Maximilian.® It is only very occasionally that 
I meet any one who cares for any of these books. On the 
other hand, I expect to find many friends who will turn 
naturally to some of the old or the new books of poetry or 2 •> 
romance or history to which we of the household habit- 
ually turn. Let me add that ours is in no sense a collect- 
or's library. Each book was procured because some one 
of the fanaily wished to read it. We com\^ we^^x ^<3t^\s^ 
take overmuch thought for the outsidesa ol \>oO&a\ ^^"^^^^ 
too much interested in their insidea. 
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Now and then I am asked as to ''what books a 
man should read/' and my answer is, poetry and DOYebK. 
including short stories under the head of noveb. I doaK 
mean that he should read only novels and modem po^iy. 

5 If he cannot also enjoy the Hebrew prophets and the 
Greek dramatists, he should be sorry. He ought to read 
interesting books on history and government, and boda 
of science and philosophy; and really good books cm these 
subjects are as enthralUng as any fiction ever written in 

ioj)rose or verso. Gibbon® and Macaulay,** H^xxiotus,^ 
Thucydides° and Tacitus,® the Heimskringla,** Froissart,** 
Joinville° and Villehardouin,® Parkman® and Mahan,^ 
Mommsen® and Ranke° — ^whyl there are scores and soone 
of solid histories, the best in the world, which are as ab- 

15 sorbiiig as the best of all the novels, and of as permanant 
value. The same thing is true of Darwin*^ and Huxley® and 
Carlyle® and Emerson,® and parts of Kant,® and of voluznes 
like Sutherland's® '' Growth of the Moral Instinct," or 
Acton\s® Essays and Lounsbury's® studies — ^here again I 

20 am not trying to class books together, or measure one by 
another, or enumerate one in a thousand of those worth 
reading, but just to indicate that any man or woman of 
.some intelligence and some cultivation can in some 
line or other of serious thought, scientific or historical of 

:.s philosophical or economic or governmental, find any nuift* 
her of books which are charming to read, and wiiich in 
addition give that for wliich his or her soul hungers. I do 
not for a minute mean that the statesman ought not to 
read a great many different books of this character, just 

30 as every one else should read them. But, in the final 
event, the statesman, and the publicist, and the reformtf} 
and tlie agitator for new things, and the upholder of what 
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d in old things, ail need more than anything else to 
human nature, to know the needs of the human soul; 
hey will find this nature and these needs set forth as 
ere else by the great imagiiiative writers, whether of 
or of poetry. s 

3 room for choice is so limitless that to my mind it 
I absurd to try to make catalogues which shall be 
►sed to appeal to all the best thinkers. This is why 
•-e no sympatiiy whatever with writing lists of iJie 
lundred Best Books,° or the Five-Foot Library.*^ It lo 
right for a man to amuse himself by composing a list 
Lundred very good books; and if he is to go off for a 
jr so where he cannot get many books, it is an ex- 
t thing to choose a five-foot library of particular 
which in that particular year and on that particular is 
e would like to read. But there is no such thing as a 
'ed books that are best for all men, or for the majority 
n, or for one man at all times; and there is no such 
as a five-foot library which will satisfy the needs of 
one particular man on different occasions extending 20 
I nimiber of years. Milton® is best for one mood and 
* for another. Because a man hkes Whitman® or 
ning° or Lowell® he should not feel himself debarred 
Tennyson® or Kiphng® or Korner® or Heine® or the 
of the Dimbovitza.® Tojstoy's® novels are good at one 25 
md those of Sienkiewicz® at another; and he is fortu- 
j^ho can rehsh *' Salammbo " ® and '' Tom Brown " ° 
he " Two Admirals " ® and " Quentin Durward" ® 
' Artemuts Ward " ® and the ** Ingoldsby Legends " ° 
''Pickwick"® and ^'Vanity Fair."® Why, there 30 
undreds of books like these, each one of which, if 
read, really assimilated, by the person \» n^Wsojl >^ 
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happens to appeal, will enable that person quite unooiH' 
sciously to furnish himself with much ammunition irtuoh 
he will find of use in the battle of life. 
A book must be interesting to the particular reader at 
5 that particular time. But there are tens of thousands d 
interesting books, and some of them are sealed to some men 
and some are sealed to others; and some stir the soul at 
some given point of a man's life and yet convey no mes- 
sage at other times. The reader, the book-lover, must mert 

10 his own needs without paying too much attention to what 
his neighbors say those needs should be. He must not 
hypocritically pretend to like what he does not like. Yet 
at the same time he must avoid that most unpleasant of aU 
the indications of puffed-up vanity which consists in treai- 

ising mere individual, and perhaps unfortunate, idiosyn- 
crasy as a matter of pride. I happen to be devoted to 
Macbeth,® whereas I very seldom read Hamlet® (though 
I like parts of it). Now I am humbly and sincerely con- 
scious that this is a demerit in me and not in Hamlet; and 

20 yet it would not do me any good to pretend that I like 
Hamlet as much as Macbeth when, as a matter of fact» 
I don^t. 

Aside from the masters of literature, there are all kinds 

of books which one person will find delightful, and which 

25 he certainly ought not to surrender just because nobody ebe 

is able to find as much in the beloved volume. There is on 

our book-shelves a Uttle pre- Victorian novel or tale caQed 

"The Semi-Attached Couple." It is told with much 

humor; it is a story of gentlefolk who are really gjentlefdk; 

30 and to me it is altogether d<^\^\Mi. ^v>X» <s«s^s^%^ 

members of my own iami\y 1 ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^"^ ^Xsssai^ 
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bemg who had even heard of it, and I don't suppose I ever 
flhall meet one. I often enjoy a story by some living 
author so much that I write to tell him so — or to tell her 
so; and at least half the time I r^ret my action, because 
it encourages the writer to beUeve that the pubUc ^ares my 5 
views, and he then finds that the pubUc doesn't. 

Books are all very well in their way, and we love them at 
Sagamore Hill; but children are better than books. Sag- 
amore Hill is one of three neighboring houses in which 
small cousins spent very happy years of childhood. In the lo 
three houses there were at one time sixteen of these small 
cousins, all told, and once we ranged them in order of 
size and took their photograph. There are many kinds of 
success in life worth having. It is exceedingly interesting 
and attractive to be a successful business man, or railway is 
man, or farmer, or a successful lawyer or doctor; or a 
writer, or a President, or a ranchman, or the colonel of a 
fighting regiment,' or to kill grizzly bears and lions. But 
for unflagging interest and enjoyment, a household of chil- 
dren, if things go reasonably well, certainly makes all 20 
other forms of success and achievement lose their impor- 
tance by comparison. 

It may be true that he travels farthest who travels alone; 
but the goal thus reached is not worth reaching. And as 
for a life deUberately devoted to pleasure as an end — why, 25 
the greatest happiness is the happiness that comes as a 
by-product of striving to do what must be done, even 
though sorrow is met in the doing. There is a bit of homely 
philosophy, quoted by Squire BiU Widexvet, ol^\^'sws^'^ 
VAlIey, Virginia, which sums up one'» d\i\.^ vplXyW."'^^'^ 
ffisiyou COD, with what you've got, vftiet^^ow ^^^'' 
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The country is the place for childr^i, and ii 
country, a city small enough so that cme can get 
the country. When our own children were little 
for several winters in Washington, and each Suik 

5 noon the whole family spent in Rock Creek Park, i 
then very real country indeed. I would dra^ o 
children's wagons; and when the very smalliest 
feet grew tired of trudging bravely after us, or 
on rapturous side trips after flowers and other 

10 the owners wouki clamber into the wagon. Ow 
wagons, by the way, a gorgeous red one, had " 
painted on it in gilt letters, and was known to tbn 
children as the "^spress" wagon. They evid 
sociated the color with the term. Once while w 

15 Sagamore something happened to the cherished 
wagon, to the distress of the children, and especia 
child who owned it. Their mother and I were j 
ing for a drive in the buggy, and we promised the 
owner that we would visit a store we knew in I 

20wich, a village a few miles away, and bring bad 
"^spress" wagon. When we reached the store, 
to our dismay that the wagon which we had seen 
sold. We could not bear to return without the 
gift, for we knew that the brains of small persons 

25 puzzled when their elders seem to break prconis 
tunately, we saw in the store a delightful httle 1 
chair and bright-red table, and these we brought '. 
handed solemnly over to the expectant recipient 
ing that as there unfortunately was not a "'spree 

30 we had brought him back a " 'spress" chair and 
table. It worked beaut\iu\\y\ TV^ ^^^^^x«^^^ 
table were received vrit\i sack Ta^gitocfe >Oaa.v ^^ 
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duplicates for the other small member of the family who was 
the particular crony of the proprietor of the new treasures. 

When their mother and I returned from a row, we would 
often see the children waiting for us, running like sand- 
c^piders akmg the beach. They always liked to swim in 5 
company with a grown-up of buoyant temperament and 
inventive mind, and the float offered limitless opportu- 
nities ioBt enjoyment while bathing. All dutiful parents 
know the game of '^ stage-coach''; each child is given a 
name, such as the whip, the nigh leader, the off-wheeler, 10 
the (^d lady passenger, and, under penalty of paying a 
forfeit, must get up and turn round when the grown-up, 
niio is improvishing a thrilling story, mentions that par- 
ticular object; and when the word "stage-coach" is men- 
tioned, everybody has to get up and turn round. Well, we 16 
used to play stage-coach on the float while in swimming, 
and instead of tamely getting up and turning round, the 
diHd whose turn it was had to plunge overboard. When 
I mentioned "stage-ooach," the water fairly foamed with 
vigorously kicking little l^s; and then there was always 20 
a moment of interest while I counted, so as to be sure 
that the number of heads that came up corresponded with 
tba number (A children who had gone down. 

No man or woman will ever f oi^t the time when some 
child lies sick of a disease that threatens its life. More- 25 
over, much less serious sickness is unpleasant enough at 
the time. Looking back, however, there are elements of 
Wnedy in certain of the less serious cases. I well remem- 
ber one such instance which occurred "^CiTL^^^N^T^XvTvsisj^ 
A Waddngton, in a small house, v?\ftv\iaTe\^ ewsvy"^^^^ 
>»" everybody when all the cHuks Nvexe ^\^^« ^^s^' 
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descended on the household. In the effort to keep the 
children that were well and those that were sick apart^ 
their mother and I had to camp out in improvised fash- 
ion. When the eldest small boy was getting well, and had 
5 recovered his spirits, I slept on a sofa beside his bed — ^the 
sofa being so short that my feet projected over anyhow. 
One afternoon a toy organ was given to the small boy by 
a sjinpathetic friend. Next morning early I was waked 
to find the small boy very vivacious and requesting a 

10 story. Having drowsily told the story, I said, "Now, 
father's told you a story, so you amuse yourself and let 
father go to sleep; " to which the small boy responded moet 
virtuously, "Yes, father will go to sleep and I'll play the 
organ," which he did, at a distance of two feet from my 

15 head. Later his sister, who had just come down with the 
measles, was put into the same room. The small boy was 
convalescing, and was engaged in playing on the floor 
with some tin ships, together with two or three paste- 
board monitors and rams of my own manufacture. He 

20 was giving a vivid rendering of Farragut® at Mobile Bay, 
from memories of how I told the story. My pasteboaid 
rams and monitors were fascinating — ^if a naval architect 
may be allowed to praise his own work — and as property 
they were equally divided between the little girl and the \ 

25 small boy. The little girl looked on with alert suspidoQ 
from the bed, for she was not yet convalescent enough to 
be allowed down on the floor. The small boy was busily 
reciting the phases of the fight, which now approached its 
climax, and the little girl evidently suspected that hff 

30 monitor was destined to play the part of victim. 

Little boy, "And tYvew \X\^y ^\fc^Txi^\i^flM^\s!^% 

monitor J' 
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LUUe girl. "Brother, don't you sink my monitor!" 
LUUe boy (without heeding, and hurrying toward the 
limax). "And the torpedo went at the monitor I " 
LUUe girl. "My monitor is not to sink!" 
LitUe boy, dramatically. "And bang the monitor sanki " 5 
LitUe girl, "It didn't do any such thing. My monitor 
Iways goes to bed at seven, and it's now quarter past. 
ILy monitor was in bed and cotUdn^t sink! " 

When I was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Leonard 
7ood and I used often to combine forces and take both lo 
sunilies of children out to walk, and occasionally some of 
heir playmates. Leonard Wood's son, I found, attributed 
he paternity of all of those not of his own family to me. 
)nce we were taking the children across Rock Creek on a 
Eillen tree. I was standing on the middle of the log tr3dng is 
prevent any of the children from falling off, and while 
[laking a clutch at one peculiarly active and heedless 
hUd I fell off myself. As I emerged from the water I 
leard the little Wood boy calling frantically to the 
jeneral: "Oh! oh! The father of all the children fell into 20 
he creek!" — ^which made me feel like an uncommonly 
noist patriarch. 

There could be no healthier and pleasanter place in 
vhich to bring up children than in that nook of old-time 
America around Sagamore Hill. Certainly I never knew 25 
small people to have a better time or a better training 
ifx thdr work in after life than the three families of cousins 
at Sagamore Hill. It was real country, and — speaking 
iiom the somewhat detached point oi \\e^ ol >ik\fc \ftasRN\r 
Isie parent-— I should say there v/aa ^uat \)cv& ^xo^t Tsas.-'^i 
fen? of freedom and control in the mati^?»exwecL\. o\ "^icsa 
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children. They were never allowed to be diaoi 
to shirk lessons or work; and they weare eneo 
have all the fun possible. They often wait 
especially during the many hours passed in v, 

5 thralling pursuits along and in the waters of 
They swam, they tramped, they boated, they cc 
skated in winter, they were intimate friends 
cows, chickens, pigs, and other hva stock. Th 
succession two ponies. General Grant and, 

ioG«ieral*s legs became such that he lay down too 
too unexpectedly in the road, a caUco pony nan 
quin, who is still living a life of honorable leis 
stable and ia the pasture — ^where he has to be 
because otherwise he chases the cows. Sedate p 

15 used to draw the cart in which the children we 
when they were very small, the driver being 
nurse Mame, who had held their mother in her i 
she was born, and who was knit to them by a t 
as any tie of blood. I doubt whether I ever g 

20 really offended with them except once when, o 
but misunderstood affection, they named a pig 
They loved pony Grant. Once I saw the then 
of three hugging pony Grant's fore legs. As he le 
his broad straw hat tilted on end, and pony G: 

2Statively munched the brim; whereupon the 
looked up with a wail of anguish, evidently th 
pony had decided to treat him Uke a radish. 

The children had pets of their own, too, 
Among them guinea pigs were the stand-bys — ^t] 

30 unemotional nature fits them for companionship 
iDg but over-enthvisiastic yovrcv^ \:i\^^\fc'^ ^vxA 
Then there were ftyinig sc\\i\iTe\a, ^w^Yaxv^^xQ 
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and trustful, and a badger whose temper was short but 
TBrtiose nature was fundamentally friendly. The badger's 
name was Josiah; the particular little boy whose property 
he was used to carry him about, clasped firmly around 
Tdiat would have been his waist if he had had any. Inas- s 
much as when on the ground the badger would play 
energetic games of tag with the little boy and nip his bare 
kgiB, I suggested that it would be unconmxonly disagree- 
able if he took advantage of being held in the Uttle 
boy's arms to bite his face; but this suggestion was repelled lo 
with scorn as an unworthy assault on the character of 
Joisiah. "He bites legs sometimes, but he never bites 
faces," said the little boy. 

We also had a young black bear whom the children 
christened Jonathan Edwards,® partly out of compliment is 
to their mother, who was descended from that great 
Puritan divine, and partly because the bear possessed a 
temper in which gloom and strength were combined in 
what the children regarded as Calvinistic proportions. As 
for the dogs, of course there were many, and during their 20 
lives they were intimate and valued family friends, and 
their deaths were household tragedies. One of them, a 
large yellow animal of several good breeds and valuable 
rather because of psychical than physical traits, was 
named "Susan" by his small owners, in commemoration 25 
of another retainer, a white cow; the fact that the cow and 
the dog were not of the same sex being treated with indiff- 
erence. Much the most individual of the dogs and the one 
with the strongest character was Sailor Boy, a Chespeake 
Bay dog. He had a masterful temper ^iv^ ^ %\,x^\s5^^$RXJSfc^^ 
a^both dignity and duty. He wo\\\d wevet V^X. ^^ ^K^^^ 
dc^^t, and he himself never iou^Yvt uiAfi^^ ot^m\»&^^^^^ 
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imperstkTely demanded it; but he was a miirderoiB ftmaiil 
when he did fight. He was not ocily exceedingly fond d the 
water, ae was to be ^qpected, but passionate^ dcrvxated to 
gunpowder in every form, for he loved fireaims and iaii^ 

5 reveled in the Fourth of July celebrations — ^the Isditer ben^ 
rather hazardous occasions, as the diildren stron^y ob- 
jected to any ''safe and sane" elanent being injected into 
them, and had the normal number of close shaves with 
rockets, Roman candles^ and firecrads£xs. 

10 One of the stand-bys for eoj^yment, especially in rainy 
weather,was the old bam. This had been built neady a cen- 
tury previously, and was as delightful as only the pleasant- 
est kind of old bam can be. It stood at the meetii^-spot of 
three fences. A favorite amusement used to be an obataele 

15 race when the bam was full of hay. The contestaote weie 
timed and were started successively from outside the door. 
They rushed inside, clambered over or burrowed throu|^ 
the hay, as suited them best, dropped out of a place where 
a loose board had come off, got over, throu^, or under the 

20 three fences, and raced back to the starting point. When 
they were little, their respective fath^s were expected also 
to take part in the obstacle race, and when with the ad- 
vance of years the fathers finally refused to be cosEtestantB, 
there was a general feeling of pained regret among the 

25 children at such a decline in the sporting spirit. 

Another famous place for handicap races was Cooper*! 

Bluif , a gigantic sand-bank rising from the edge d thff 

bay, a mile from the house. If the tide was hig^ thstt 

was an added thrill, for some of the contestants wwaaoio 

joio run into the water. 

Ab boor as the little boys AeaxttfA \a «wstL ^Qmb^ 
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dbwed to 9> cff bj tiiemselves in rowboats and camp 
Qoi for the xdg^akMig the Sound. Sometimes I ivould 9> 
aloDg 80 ms to take the smaller children. Once« aehooaer 
was wredDad on a point half a dozen miles away. She 
hdd together wdl for a season or two after having been 5 
deaied of everything down to the timbers, and this gave 
us a chanee to make €amping-out trips in which the giiis 
ooold also be jaduded, for we put them to sleep in the 
wreck, while tiie boys slept on the shore: squaw picniAS, 
tfaediildBen^aQedtliem. lo 

We had a rieig^ for winter; but if, when there was much 
now, the whc^ family desired to go somewhere, we would 
pot the body of ^lie farm wagon on runners and aJl bundle 
in ((^^sther. We always liked snow at Christmas time, 
aal the slei^i-ride down to the church on Christmas e\^ is 
OttB of the hymns always sung at this Christmas eve 
festiiai begins, *^ It's Christmas eve on the river, it's Christ- 
mas eve on tiie bay." All good natives of the village 
finoly believed that this hymn was written here, and with 
direct reference to Oyster Bay; although if such were the 20 
caae the word ''river'' would have to be taken in a hyper- 
boiK sense, as the nearest approach to a river is the vilr 
lage pcHid. I nsed to share this belief myself, until my 
Uth WBS fidiaken by a Denver lady who wrote that she 
had song that hymn when a child in Michigan, and that 25 
at Ihe present time her little Denver babies also loved 
it, aithoug^ in their case the river was not represented by 
«fcn a Tillage pond. 

As ite cbikiren grew up, Sagamore ^?\ T^xckskofi^ ^ 
4Wfc/ for tb^n. There were picmca asoii rv-^vasfe ^"asJo^sa^ 
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there were dances in the north room — sometimeB tsM^ 
dress dances — and open air plays on the green tenni 
court of one of the cousin's houses. The children are m 
longer children now. Most of them are men and women 

5 working out their own fates in the big world; some in ou 
land, others across the great ocean or where the South 
em Cross blazes in the tropic night. Some of theo 
have children of their own; some are working at one thing 
some at another; in cable ships, in business offices, ii 

10 factories, in newspaper offices, building steel bridges 
bossing gravel trains and steam shovels, or laying track 
and superintending freight traffic. They have had thei 
share of accidents and escapes; as I write, word come 
from a far-off land that one of them, whom Seth BuUod 

15 used to call "Kim" ° because he was the friend of all man 
kind,^ while bossing a dangerous but necessary stee 
structural job, has had two ribs and two back teetl 
broken, and is back at work. They have known and the 
will know joy and sorrow, triumph and temporary d^ea 

20 But I believe they are all the better off because of the 
happy and healthy childhood. 

It is impossible to win the great prizes of life withe 
running risks, and the greatest of all prizes are tb 
connected with the home. No father and mother 

25 hope to escape sorrow and anxiety, and there are dn 
ful moments when death comes very near those we I 
even if for the time being it passes by. But life is a f 
adventure, and the worst of all fears is the fear of li 
There are many forms of success, many forms of triu 

JO But there is no other success, that in any shape o: 
approaches that which is open \ft xao^X. qI >i}ci^\GA3Cf3 

wen and women who Yvave \)ci^ tv?!tv\. Vi<N^. ^ 
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sn and the women who see that it is the intimate and 
y things that count most. They are the men and 
1, who have the courage to strive for the happiness 
comes only with labor and effort and self-sacrifice, 
Illy to those whose joy in life springs in part from 5 
of work and sense of duty. 
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?HE BACKWOODSMEN OF THE ALLEGHANIES ^ 

Along the western frontier of the colonies that were 
) soon to be the United States, among the foothills of 
le Alleghanies, on the slopes of the wooded mountains, 
nd in the long trough-like valleys that lay between the 
mges, dwelt a peculiar and characteristically Americans 
eople. 

These frontier folk, the people of the up-country, or 
ick-country, who lived near and among the forest-ckd 
ountains, far away from the long-settled districts of 
it coast plain and sluggish tidal river, were known to lo 
emselves and to others as backwoodsmen. They all 
►re a strong likeness to one another in their habits of 
ought and wajrs of living, and differed markedly from 
e people of the older and more civilized communities 

the eastward. The western border of our country was is 
en formed by the great barrier-chains of the Alleghanies, 
:iich ran north and south from Pennsylvania through 
aryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, the trend of the 
i-lleys being parallel to the seacoast, and the mountains 
iing highest to the southward. It was difficult to cross 20 
e ranges from east to west, but it was both easy and 
itural to follow the valleys between. From Fort Pitt® 
' the high hill-homes of the Cherokees° this great tract 
wooded and mountainous country possessed nearly 
e same features and characteristics, differing utterly 25 

physical aspect from the alluvial plains bordering the 
ean. 

Sprinted by permission from The Wiumuq 03 \^ ^«.^^> 
yrigbted by G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
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So, likewise, the backwoods mountaineers who dwdt 
near the great water-shed that separates the AtlftDtk 
streams from the springs of the Watauga, the Kaiiaiiii8| 
and the Monongaliela, were all cast in the same mould, 

5 and resembled each other much more than auy cf them 
did their immediate neighbors of the plains. The baciE- 
wuodsmen of Penus\'lvania had httle in common iiitk 
the peaceful population of Quakers" and Genmans "wbo 
lived between tlie Delaware and the Susquehanna; and 

i.uhoir near kinsmen of the Bkie Ridge and the Great 
Smoky Blount :uns were separated by an equalhr vide 
fxM from the :iri<tocmtic planter commuzuties that 
tiourislied in ti.o tii^le- water regions c^ Virgiiiia and the 
Ciirv linas. No:ir the coast the lines of division bet w ee n 

-.5 ilu^ oilorjt*:? c\-rresponded fairly well with the differenooB 
ivcw^vii ;l>e jx^puhuions: but after 5triking the foot-4i31i^ 
iIa^i;*!:*. i1>o ivliiical b-.^undaries ei3ntimied to go east and 
wt's::. :'iK>so lv;:i of ethnic and of physical aqgnificancc 
ly*ci'A ?o r,::\ north :i:i.i <o.uih. 

r':v VcjokwixxWir.e*: '*erv .\inericans by birth and ptP- 
«:'::%:^\ AiKl oi r.iixeti r.x'e: bu: the docninani strain ia 
:hcnr VUwi w:i2! :bi: of :he Pi^sbvterirua Iziah — the 

m 

SxM..'i^lrfeih/ :yi :i:i»y wt:^ of^ea. calkd. Foil credit Im 
N\H\ Aur.rvitxi :iu* K.^uixiliciid" azd ibe C;SiTaliei^ for 

:> Tho'.r W«dorsi:ji^ ■.:: -.xir hisTon^: scr Lave wie been alto- 
1*^1 Wr Muk: !^> :V vitwis o: ihe H . Tiarmicf and UMt HoguB- 
i^>c/ ^tt^ ii is olv>«'ri:::i :: -at* bavi? wh:iiv rvaind tie 
»»|%i\riA3KV *>( :I"v x>4r» psiy^vl :y xi:.j; soero and ttA 
l^^l*^, ihe Irish^ wox^^ T^^ii.-i-:r? :.i\;3rii ibe «fced cf 

JvKiHvx* aiKl ^^^i:r. Th-rt^- Ir-^i r:yr:<*f:i:j.:;\ies <rf the 
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in the Soutii. Mingled with \h& descendants of many 
other mces, th^ neverthdess formed the kernel of the 
distinctively and intensdy American stock who were tiie 
pioneers of our pec^ale in their march westward, the 
Tanguard of the army of fighting settlers, who, with axes 
and rifle, won thek way from the Alleghanies to the Bio 
Gnnde aud the Pacific. 

The Presbyterian Irish were themselves already a mixed 
people. Thou^ mainly descended from Scotch ancestors 
who came originally ivoai both lowlands and highlands, lo 
from among both the Scotch Saxons and the Scotch Celts, — 
nuny of them were of English, a few of French Huguenot, 
and qidte a number of true old Milesian Irish^ extraction. 
Th^ were the Protestants of the Protestants ; they detested 
and despised the Catholics, whom their ancestors hadis 
oooquered, and regarded the Episcopalians, by whom they 
had been oppressed, with a more sullen, but 
intense, hatred. They were a truculent and 
ofaBtinate people, and gloried in the warlike renown of 
their forefathers, the men who had followed Cromwell,® 20 
and who had shared in the defence of Deny"^ and in the 
wtories of the Boyne® and Aughrim.^ 

They did not begin to come to America in any numbers 
lill after the opening of the eighteenth century; by 1730 
> Ifaey were falriy swarming across the ocean for the most 25 
f part in two streams, the larger going to the port of 
^ ft ilade lt ^ u a, the smaller to the port of Charleston. 
si Ptthiqg through the k)ng-eettled lowlands of the sea- 
\ flOBit, thej at onee made their abode at the foot of the 
li aaantaJDB and became the outposts ol dV^XxzAXxc^rci. ^^^\£^.^ 
>/ JhuvyJvMma^ whither the great maionty \\sA c«ojfi;^'<^«^ 
i ^^M south along the foothills, and do\viv>L\vQi\Q^^^^^^ 



NVA^^ ''•■^"t L ^^«*^'' ^^ ^Aope^i<le«<^• .„ icioe«»^ t»«»* 
^\oo\AV^-<^*^'\\,.tso{ «^"t; ^!,«- arc, ^5^*' ^te P^OP^ i 
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much of their religion, and they had but scant opportunity 
to give their children the schooling in which they believed; 
but what few meeting-houses and school-houses there were 
on the border were theirs. The numerous families of 
colonial English who came among them adopted their re- 5 
ligion if they adopted any. The creed of the backwoods- 
man who had a creed at all was Presbyterianism; for the 
Episcopacy of the tide-water lands obtained no foothold 
in the mountains, and the Methodists and Baptists had 
but just begun to appear in the West when the Revolution lo 
broke out. 

These Presbyterian Irish were, however, far from being 
the only settlers on the border, although more than any 
others they impressed the stamp of their peculiiir character 
on the pioneer civilization of the West and Southwest, is 
Great numbers of immigrants of EngUsh descent came 
among them from the settled districts on the East; and 
though these later arrivals soon became indistinguishable 
from the people among wliom they settled, yet they cer- 
tainly sometimes added a tone of their own to backwoods 20 
society, giving it here and there a slight dash of what we 
are accustomed to consider the distinctively southern or 
cavalier spirit. There was hkewise a large German ad- 
mixture not only from the Germans of Pennsylvania, but 
also from those of the Carolinas. A good many Huguenots 2S 
likewise came, and a few Hollanders and even Swedes, 
from the banks of the Delaware, or perhaps from farther 
off still. 

A single generation, passed under the hard conditions 

of life in the wilderness, was enough to weld to^ethat va.^ ^A 

COB people the represent&tiyes oi these iv\i\»a\<avsi& ^vsA 

mUebr different races; and the children oi l\iei m^^> %^^^^- 
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ation became indistmguishable fnxn one another. Lonf 1»* 
fcnre the first Continental Cof^ress assembled, the- baik- 
woodsmen, whatever their bloody had become AruakaoBt 
one m speech, thought, and character, chitcbing'&iidljrlte 

5 land in which their fathers and grandfath^s bad lived 
before them. They had lost all remembrance <rf Europe 
and all sympathy with things European; they had becceie 
as emphatically products native to the soil as were Ae 
tough and supple hiekmes out of which they fashxMied the 

10 handles tA their long, light axes. Their grim, hanb, 
narrow lives were yet strangely fascinating and fuH of 
adventurous toil and danger; none but natures as stroiig, 
as freedom-loving, and as full of bold defiance as thare 
could have endured existence on the terms which tfaess 

15 men found pleasurable. Their hron surrounding} made a 
mould which turned out all alike in the same shape-. They 
resembled one another, and they differed from the rart 
of the world — even the world of America, and infinitely 
more, the world of Europe — ^in dress, in customs, and in 

20 mode of life. 

Where their lands abutted on the moire settled diistrietB 
to the eastward, the population was of course thickest, and 
their peculiarities least. Here and there at such pc^tn 
they built small backwoods burgs or towns, rade, strag- 

25 gling, unkempt villages, with a store or two, a taveni,— 
sometimes good, often a" scandalous hog-sty,"^ where- trav- 
ellers were devoured by fleas, and every one slept and ate in 
oneroom, — asmall log school-house, and a little chiurch,pi»- 
sided over by a hard-featured Presbyterian pFeacher,glooHiy, 

doeamest, and zealous, probably iHgoted and narrow-radseled, 
but nevertbeless a great pow^t ioT ^D«^\xi^Qw& ^RnssECRKslBi^ 
■However, the backwoodsmeiv «a ^ A«s» \sssifiQc«t \ffih» 
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m 

to«ii0 nor loved to divell tfaerdn. They were to be Been 
at their best in the xmt, mixnomMe f oveste thai fenned 
their ehosen Booae. They w<m and kept their lands by 
force, aoid ev^ Uved either at war or in dnead of war;. 
Hence they settled always in groups of several families s 
each, all banded together for mutual protection. Their 
red foes were stroog and teiribie, cunnmg in eoundl, 
dKadfui in battle, merciless beyond belief in victory. The 
men of the border did not ovei^ecnne and dispossess cowards 
and weakliiags; they mardied forth to spoil Idfte stout- to 
hearted and to take for a prey the possessions of the men 
of might. Every acre, every rood of ground which they 
ebimed had to be «deared by the axe and held with the 
rifle. Not only was the dioppiog down of the forests the 
first preliminary to cultivation, but it was also the surest is 
means of subduing the Indians, to whom the unending 
Wretches of eholked woodland were an impenetrable cover 
behind which to move unseen, a shield in making assaults, 
and a strcmg tower of defeoice in r^)ening counter-attacks. 
In tbe conquest of the West the backwoods axe, shap^y, 20 
well-p(»sed, with long haft and light head, was a servant 
hardly sta&diog second even to the rifle; the two were 
the national weapons of the Amjeiiean backwoodsman, and 
in their use he has never been excelled. 

When fi group of families moved out into the wildemess 2s 
diey built themselves a station or stockade fort: a square 
palisade of upright k)gs, ]oop-holed, with strong blods- 
houses as bastions at 1^ eorneiB. One side at least was 
generally formed by the baeks of the cabins themsdves, 
all standing in a row; and there was a great door or gate, 50 
thai could be stron^y barred in «a^^ oi t^s£.4. QH\!s^\aR^ 
mm wbatever was employed in axiy cA \}ftfe\3N^^iMises». '^^^^^^^ 
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squ&re inside contained the pro\'ision sheds and freqaently 
a strong central blockhouse as vreil. These forts, of 
course, could not stand against cannon, and they were 
always in danger when attacked with fire; but save for 

5 this risk of burning they were A-ery effectual defences 
against men without artillery, and were rarely taken, 
whether by whites or Indians, except by surxsrise. Few 
other buildings ha\'e played so important a part in our 
hi«tor\- as the roueh stockade fort of the backwoods. 

10 The families onlv lived in the fort when there was war 

m 

^•ith the Indians, and even then not in the winter. At 
other times they all separated out to their own farms, 
univenfally called clearings, as they were alwaj"s made by 
fi!>: cutting cfi the timber. The stumps were left to dot 

15 the nelds of grain and Indian com. TTie com in especial 
W&.S the 5tand-bv and invariable resource of the western 
settler: it was the crop on which he relied to feed his 
family, and when hunting or on a war-trail the parched 
grain-j were carried in liis leather wallet to serve often as 

20 hL? only food. But he planted orchards and raised mdons, 
p<^>tatoes, and many other fruits and ^'egetables as well; 
and he had usually- a horse or 1^**0, cows, and perhaps hogs 
and .sheen, if the wolves and l)ears did not interfere. If he 
wa.^ poor his cabin was made of unhewn logs, and hdd 

25 but a single room: if well-to-do. the logs were neatly 
hewed, and besides the large li\'ing- and eating-room with 
it=; huge stone fireplace, there was also a small bedroom 
and a kitchen, while a ladder led to the loft above, in 
which the boys slept. The floors were made of puneheoDB, 

30 great slabs of wood hewed carefully out, and the roof of 
claphoards. Pegs of wooi '^jreift VYcwsV voXa VJofc ^a^Sia^^ 

the house, to serve instead ol a. ^-ax^scXsfc*, «sA\»^ 
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antlersi thrust into joists, held the ever-ready rifles. The 
table was a great clapboard set on four wooden legs; there 
were three-legged stools, and in the better sort of houses 
old-fashioned rocking-chairs. The couch or bed was 
warmly covered with blankets, bearskins, and deer-hides. 5 

These clearings lay far apart from one another in the 
wilderness. Up to the door-sills of the log-huts stretched 
the solemn and mysterious forest. There were no openings 
to break its continuity; nothing but endless leagues on 
leagues of shadowy, wolf-haunted woodland. The great lo 
trees towered aloft till their separate heads were lost in 
the mass of foliage above, and the rank underbrush choked 
the spaces between the trunks. On the higher peaks and 
ridge-crests of the mountains there were straggling birches 
and pines, hemlocks and balsam firs; elsewhere, oaks, is 
chestnuts, hickories, maples, beeches, walnuts, and great 
tulip-trees grew side by side with many other kinds. The 
sunlight could not penetrate the roofed archway of mur- 
muring leaves; through the gray aisles of the forest men 
walked always in a kind of midday gloaming. Those who 20 
had lived in the open plains felt when they came to the 
backwoods as if their heads were hooded. Save on the 
border of a lake, from a cliff-top, or on a bald knob — that 
is, a bare hill-shoulder, — they could not anywhere look 
out for any distance. 25 

All the land was shrouded in one vast forest. It covered 
the mountains from crest to river-bed, filled the plains, 
and stretched in sombre and melancholy wastes towards 
the Mississippi. All that it contained, all that lay hid 
within it and beyond it, none could tell; men only kaewaa 
ih&t tbelr boldest hunters, however A^^^'^ \5aK^\ia^\»sc&- 
trated, had not yet gone through '\\,, tiSi-aX. V^ "^^ 'vkss.V^^^ 
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It hot^ moecMUB, and either loose, thin trousers, or 
te sanpl J l^ggtn^s of buckskhi or elk-hide, and the 
adian bieech-dout. He was always dad in t^ fringed 
miim^hirt, of homespun or buckskin, the most pic- 
ireBque and distinctively national dress ever worn ins 
meriea. It was a loose smock or tunic, reaching nearly 
) the knees, and held in at the waist by a brood belt, 
om winch hung the tomahawk and sealping-knife. His 
eapm was the Icmg, smallrbore, flint-lock rifle, dumsy, 
Bd ill-balanced, but exceedingly accurate. It wasio 
BTf beavy, and when upri^t, reached to the chin o£ a 
Jl man; lor the barrd of thick, soft iron, was four feet 
t length, while the stock was short, and the butt scooped 
it. Sometimes it was plain, sometimes ornamented. It 
as generally bored out — or, as the expression then was, is 
Bftwed out" — ^to carry a ball of seventy, more rarely of 
lirty or forty, to the pound ; and was usually of backwoods 
ittnufacture. The marksman almost always fired from 
rest, and rarely at a very long range; and the shooting 
■0 nnrvellously accurate. 2a 

In the backwoods there was very Ettle money; barter 
■0 the eononon form of exchange, and peltries were 
ten used as a circulating medium, a beaver, otter, 
dMr,. dressed buckskin or large bearskin being reckoned 
\ eqaal to two foxes or wildcats, four coons, or eight 2S 
iolcft. A young man inherited nothing from his father 
it hk strong frame and eager heart; but before him lay 
whole continent wherein to pitch his farm, and he felt 
iad|y to marry as soon as he became of age, even though 
» had nothing but his clothes, h\s bm^^e^, Vv>& ^^u^^ vk:^i^ 
3rMe. If agiri was welloR, aiA\itA\3«»CLCwA^«3^ 

ftMlrioos, she might heiaeli biro^ «w diom^, ^V ^ '^^ 
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and a calf, a brood mare, a bed well stocked with blanketB, 
and a chest containing her clothes — the latter not very 
elaborate, for a woman's dress consisted of a hat or ptSkfi 
bonnet, a "bed gown" perhaps a jacket, and a liAsey 

5 petticoat, while her feet were thrust into coarse shoe- 
packs or moccasins. Fine clothes were rare; a suit of 
such cost more than two hundred acres of good land. 

The first lesson the backwoodsmen learnt was the 
necessity of self-help; the next, that such a community 

10 could only thrive if all joined in helping one another. 
Log-rollings, house-raisings, house-warmings, com-shuck- 
ings, quiltings, and the Uke were occasions when all tbe 
neighbors came together to do what the family itself 
could hardly accomplish alone. Every such meeting w«8 

15 the occasion of a frolic and dance for the young people, 
whisky and rum being plentiful, and the host exerting 
his utmost power to spread the table with backwood 
delicacies — ^bear-meat and venison, vegetables from the 
"truck-patch," where squashes, melons, beans, and the 

20 like were grown, wild fruits, bowls of milk, and apple pies, 
which were the acknowledged standard of luxury. At 
the better houses there was metheglin or small beer, cider, 
cheese, and biscuits. Tea was so Uttle known that many 
of the backwoods people were not aware it was a beverage 

25 and at first attempted to eat the leaves with salt or butter. 

The young men prided themselves on their bodily 

strength, and were always eager to contend against on6 

another in athletic games, such as wrestling, radng, 

jumping, and lifting flour-barrels; and they also sou|^t 

30 distinction in vieing with one another at their work 
Sometimes they strove ag,ams.\. oi[i^ ^jcvoXJoKt ^\sks^ — 
^ioies tbey divided into paiWe^, ea.^ \i^\:L$iMS5t» 
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energies to be first in shucking a given heap of com or 
cutting (with sickles) an alloted patch of wheat. Among 
the men the bravos or bullies often were dandies also, in 
the backwoods fashions, wearing their hair long and 
delighting in the rude finery of hunting-shirts embroidered 5 
with porcupine quills; they were loud, boastful, and pro- 
fane, given to coarsely bantering one another. Brutally 
savage fights were frequent; the combatants, who were 
surrounded by rings of interested spectators, striking, 
kicking, biting, and gouging. The fall of one of them lo 
did not stop the fight, for the man who was down was 
maltreated without mercy until he called "enough." 
The victor always bragged savagely of his prowess, often 
leaping on a stump, crowing and flapping his arms. This 
last was a thoroughly American touch; but otherwise is 
one of these contests was less a boxing match than a 
kind of backwoods pankr&tion° no less revolting than its 
ancient prototype of Olympic fame. Yet, if the uncouth 
borderers were as brutal as the highly polished Greeks, 
they were more manly; defeat was not necessarily con- 20 
sidered disgrace, a man often fighting when he was certain 
to be beaten, while the onlookers neither hooted nor 
pelted the conquered. We first hear of the noted Indian 
fighter, Simon Kenton,® as leaving a rival for dead after 
one of these ferocious duels, and fleeing from his home 2s 
in terror of the punishment that might follow the deed. 
Such fights were specially frequent when the backwoods- 
men went into the little frontier towns to see horse-races 
or fairs. 

A wedding was always a time of iestYNsi. 11 >;3we^^ ^'aa.'if 

a church anywhere near, the bride lod^ \Iti\>i5wKt <i.\^\^ss^f^ 

back behind her father, and aiter ttv^ ^exvVe,^ \isst ^^5^^^ 
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was shifted to the foridegroom's steed. If, as gBBMaitf 
happened, there was no church, the groom and his friendB, 
all armed, rode to the house of Hie bride's father, plentf^ 
of whisky being drunk, and the men racing reekleadsr 

5 along the narrow bridle-paths, for there were few roads or 
wheeled vehicles in the badcwoods. At the bride's house 
the c^emony was performed, and then a huge dinner was 
eaten; after whidi the fiddling and dancing began, and 
were continued all the afternoon, and most of the nig^it 

10 as well. A party of girls stole off the bride and put her 
to bed in ihe loft above; and a party of young men them 
performed the like service for the groom. The fun waft 
hearty and coarse, and the toasts always included one to 
the young couj^ with the wish Hiat they might ha^e 

15 many big children; for as long as they could remember 
the backwoodsmen had lived at war while looking ahead 
they saw no chance of its ever stopping, and so each son. 
was regarded as a future warrior, a help to the wix^ 
community. The neighbors all joined again in diop- 

20 ping and rolling the logs for the young couple's future 
house, Uien in raising the house itself, and finally in feast- 
ing and dancing at the house-warming. 

Funerals were simple, the dead body being carried to 
the grave in a coffin slung on poles and borne by four 

25 men. 

Hiere was not much schocding, and few boys or girls 
leamt much more than reading, writing, and dphering 
up to the rule of three. Where ihe school4iouses existed 
they were only dark, mean log-huts, and, if in the south* 

90 em colonies, were generally placed in the so-called ''ok 
£e}d8^ " or abandoned farms grown up with pines. Tb 

schoolmaster boarded about with the iam\\\&^\ Vsa ^«ul. 



/ 
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jBg was nirely great^ nor was his discipline gpod^ m spite 
o£ the fnqcasaacy and sevBxity of the canings. The pnce 
for such tuition was at the rate of twenty shillings a year, 
in Penn^lvaQia corrency. 

Eadi family did everything that eottld be done for 
itself. The father and sons worked with axe, hoe, and 
sickle. Almost every house contained a loom, and al- 
soost every woman was a weaver. Linsey-woolsey, made 
ffom flax grown near the cabin, and of wool from the 
bados of the few sheep, was the warmest and most sub- 
stantial cloth; and when the flax crop failed and the 
flocks were destroyed by woives, the children had but 
• seacQty covering to hide their nakedness. The man tanned 
the buekskin, the woman was tailor and shoemaker, and 
made the deerskin sifters to be used instead of bolting- 
cloths. There were a few pewter spoons in use; but the 
table fomiture ocHisisted mainly of hand-made trenchers, 
piattess, noggins,^ and bowls. The cradle was of peeled 
hickory bark. Ploughshares had to be imported, but har- 
rows ajod sleds were made without diflSculty; and the coop- 
er work was well done. Chaff beds were thrown on the 
floor of the loft, if the house-owner was well off. Each 
eabin had a hand-mill and a hominy-block; the last was 
borrowed from the Indians, and was only a large block 
of wood, with a hole burned in the top, as a mortar, where 
the pestle was worked. If there were any sugar maples 
accessible, they were tapped every year. 

Bat some articles, especially salt and iron, could not 
be produced in the backwoods. In order to get them 
eadi family collected during the 3rear all the furs possible, 
these being valuable and yet easily carried on ^^aAkA^^ojc^iss^^ 
ib^ 3ok means of transport. Tteti, «Ll\«t ^rs^cssssi^ '^ssm 
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their loosting-grounds as if a whirlwind had passed, 
black and gray squirrels swarmed, devastating the 
fields, and at tunes gathering in immense com- 
and migrating across mountam and river. The 
iter's ordinary game was the deer, and after that the 5 
; the elk was already growing uncommon. No form 
iljtt li^r is harder than the chase, and none is so f ascinat- 
!iqg nor so excellent as a trainingnschool for war. The 
teooessful still-hunter of necessity possessed skill in 
Idding and in creeping noiselessly upon the wary quarry, lo 
>m well as in imitating the notes and calls of the different 
: beasts and birds; skill in the use of the rifle and in throw- 
ing the tomahawk he already had; and he perforce ac- 
quired keenness of eye, thorough acquaintance with 
woodcraft, and the power of standing the severest strains is 
of fatigue, hardship, and exposure. He lived out in the 
woods for many months with no food but meat, and no 
shelter whatever, unless he made a lean-to of brush or 
traced into a hollow sycamore. 
Such training stood the frontier folk in good stead 20 
hen they were pitted against the Indians; without it 
ey could not even have held their own, and the white 
vance would have been absolutely checked. Our 
ntiers were pushed westward by the warlike skill and 
^nturous personal prowess of the individual settlers; 2S 
liar armies by themselves could have done httle. For 
square mile the regular armies added to our domain, 
settlers added ten, — a hundred would probably be 
3r the truth. A race of peaceful, unwarlike farmers 
i have been helpless before aueVv. ic>^ ^s^ 'Owfe t^-j^^ 
U8, and no auxiliary military ioie^ ^a\]\^\\»N% ^^««>- 
tbem or enabled them to move ^weaXwa^. O^'ji^- 
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ists ipG^ from die Old Worid, x» matter bow Uniflf , 
steadyigoinK, And iodcurtnaiis, eoald not kild thsir om 
on the fpodtier; tiiey had to aettie where they won !■»• 
tected from liie Indiaiis by a iiving banier of ixiid nd 

5 8elf-r^innt Ajnerican bordBrere. Tiie Wiest woidd nefier 

have been settled save fcr the fioroe ccnuBge juod the 

eager desire to bmTe dafiger so characteristic «f tbB 

stalwart backwoodsmeoi. 

These armed hunters, woodchoppecs, and bnoBK 

10 were their own soldiers. They built and manned their 
own forts; they did their own fighting under their own 
commaAders. There were no regiments of regular toopB 
along the frontier. In the event of an Indian inroad 
each borderer had to defend himself until there "was law 

15 for them all to gather together to repel or avenge it. Sveiy 
man was accustomed to the use of anas from his duU* 
hood; when a boy was twdve years old he was gjhwn a 
rifle and made a fortnsoldier, with a loophole when be 
was to stand if the station was attacked, llie war me 

20 never-ending, for crv^en the times of so-callod peace wexi 
broken by forays and murders; a man might grow tern 
babyiiood to middle age on the border, and yet nevr 
remember a year in wiiich some one of his neighixm i 
not fall a victim to the Indians. 

25 There was everywhere a rude military grgwrmiati 
which included all the able-bodied men of the oodud 
ity. Every settlement had its oobncls and captaou; 
these offioere, both in their training and in the autbr 
they exorcised, corresponded much more nearly to If 

30 chiefs than to the regular army men whose titles 
Ixfre. They bsid no means ^\iaX«vec ^l ^x&nc^svs^ 

orders, and their timiu\tno\iiB aM ^^Jmbctc^^ Ni 
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dnewy nflemen were hardly aa well diseipfined as the 
fndiaiw themselYes. The superior officer could advise, 
enfcreat^ lead^ ^id infkie&ce hia men, bat he eoold not 
ooBDoaiid tkeniy or, i£ he did,, the m^ obeyed him. only 
just ao f ar as H smted them. If an officer pbrn^d as 
aeout or eampaigii, those who thoiight proper aeeompanied 
him, and the others: stayed at home, and evest those who 
went out came back if the fit seized them, or perchance 
folkywed the lead ol an insubordinate junior officer whom 
they Hked better then they did his superior. Thereto 
was no compulsion to perform military duties beyond 
dread of being disgraced in the eyes of the neighbors, 
and there was no peetmiary reward for performing them; 
Bernrth^ess the nooral sentiment of a backwoods oom- 
munity waa too robust to tolerate habitual remissness is 
in military affairs,, and the coward and laggard were 
ticated with utter scorn, and were generally in the end 
Mua huighed out, or *' hated out," of the neiig^bcH'- 
hood^ or else got rid of in a still more summary manner. 
AiBOBig people naturally braye and reckless^ this public 20 
Qpakm acted fairly effectively, and there waa generally 
butHltleshriiiiking from military service. 

A baekwooda levy waa f(»n9ndabie becaiee of the hi^ 
* average courage and prowess of the individuals composing 
it; it waa on ita own ground much more effective than 25 
a like iaree of regular soldiers, but of course it could not 
bt trasted on a long campaigiu The backwoodsmen 
UMd tirair rifles better than the Indians,, and also stood 
Lt better, but they never matched them in 
nOT in akiil in takiiig adv%ii\>«^ civ c»^(^t^ ^ts^^ 
. laafy eq/oMtd their diaciplme m ^flofc \«J^^ ^i^^&^- 
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time spent in chopping trees and tilling the soil his foe 
spent in preparing for or practising forest warfare, and so 
the former, thanks to the exercise of the very qualities 
which in the end gave him the possession of the soil, could 
snot, as a rule, hope to rival his antagonist in the actual 
coniflict itself. When large bodies of the red men and 
white borderers were pitted against each other, the former 
were if anything the more likely to have the advantage. 
But the whites soon copied from the Indians their syst«n 

10 of individual and private warfare, and they probably 
caused their foes far more damage and loss in thk 
way than in the large expeditions. Many noted border 
scouts and Indian fighters — such men as Boon, Kenton, 
Wetzel, Brady, McCulloch, Mansker — grew to ove^ 

15 match their Indian foes at their own game, and held 
themselves alx)ve the most renowned warriors. But 
these men carried the spirit of defiant self-reliance to 
such an extreme that their best work was alwa3rs done 
when they were alone or in small parties of but four or 

20 five. They made long forays after scalps and horses, 
going a wonderful distance, enduring extreme hardship, 
risking the most terrible of deaths, and harrying the 
hostile tribes into a madness of terror and revengeful 
hatred. 

25 As it was in military matters, so it was with the ad- 
ministration of justice by the frontiersman; they had few 
courts, and knew but little law, and yet they contrived 
to preserve order and morality with rough effectiveness, 
by combining to frown down on the grosser misdeeds, 

30 and to punish the more flagrant misdoers. Perhaps the 
Bplntin which they acted can\ie«X,\i^^ciN^XL\s^ >^c)fe\»ai»!L 

of an incident in th6 career oi t\iei\te^^^^^^s«s>}^M3»^ 
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were among the pioneer hunters of Kentucky. Pre- 
s to trying to move their families out to the new 
itry, they made a cache of clothing, implements, 

provisions, which in their absence was broken into 

plundered. They caught the thief, "a little diminu-s 
, red-headed white man," a runaway convict servant 
1 one of the tide-water counties of Virginia. In the 

impulse of anger at finding that he was the criminal, 

of the McAfees rushed at him to kill him with his 
ahawk; but the weapon turned, the man was onlyio 
eked down, and his assailant's gusty anger subsided 
uickly as it had risen, giving way to a desire to do stem 
fair justice. So the three captors formed themselves 

a court, examined into the case, heard the man in 
own defence, and after due consultation decided that is 
cording to their opinion of the laws he had forfeited 
life, and ought to be hung," but none of them were 
ing to execute the sentence in cold blood, and they 
ed by taking their prisoner back to his master. 
he incident was characteristic in more than one way. 20 
: prompt desire of the backwoodsman to avenge his 
I wrong; his momentary furious anger, speedily quelled 

replaced by a dogged determination to be fair but to 
;t full retribution; the acting entirely without regard 
egal forms or legal officials, but yet in a spirit which 25 
ce well for the doer's determination to uphold the 
ntials that make honest men law-abiding; together 
1 the good faith of the whole proceeding, and the 
ising ignorance that it would have been in the least 
iwfuJ to execute their own rattiet \v«iX^ ^'et^xsRfc — ^^"if 
? were typical frontier traits. Som^ ol 'Ocsfc ^"asKft 

appear in the treatment commoixVj ^Ao^^R^ ' 
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the backwoods to meet the case — of painful^ finqiiBDt 
occnrrence in the times of Indian wars — wlwre ft flMrt 
taken prisoner by the savages, and supposed to be moh 
dered, returned after two or three years' eaptiviljy, ob^ 

5 to find his wife married again. In the wilderness a hus- 
band was ahnost a necessity to a woman; ]kx surrouiidiiigi' 
made the loss of the protector and provider an appaiJing * 
calamity; and the widow, no matter how sineeie her 
sorrow, soon remarried — ^for there were many suitofB 

10 where women were not over-plenty. If in such a case ' 
the one thought dead returned, the neighbors and the 
parties interested seem frequently to have held a sort d 
informal court, and to have decided that the woman 
should choose either of the two men she wished to be her 

15 husband, the other being pledged to submit to the deci- 
sion and leave the s^tlement. Evidently no one had the 
least idea that there was any legal iiregqJarity in such 
proceedings. 
The McAfees themselves and the escaped connct 

20 servant whom they captured typify the two prominent 
classes of the backwoods people. The frontier, in spite 
of the outward uniformity of means and manners, ie 
pre-eminently the place of sharp contrasts. Tlie two 
extremes of society — the strongest, best, and most advei^ 

25 turous, and the weakest, most shiftless, and vieioua — am 
which seem naturally to drift to the border. Most of the 
men who came to the backwoods to hew out homes aad 
rear families were stem, manly, and honest; but there 
also a large influx of people drawn from the worst ii 

jogmntB that perhaps ever were brou^t tA Ameiieft— 4ke 
tnssB of convict servants, io^ein"^\«v^T&,wsA^fefc>aKi^^^hifc 

formed eucii an excessively uudeswaJaX^ '&vifcf&\2^^ 
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berwifle excellent population of the tide-water regiooa 
Virgiiiia aiid the CaroUnasw Masy o£ the southern 
adcev oe poor whites spring ivoaai this claas, which 
90> m the backwoods gave birth to generations o£ violent 
id haidened criminals, and to an even greater numbers 
: shUtkss^ laay, cowardly cumberers of the earth's 
ucface. They had ia uoany ^aces a permanently bad 
feci Bpon the tone of the whole community. 
Moreofver, the influence of heredity was no more plainly 
eceeptible than wa& the extent of individual variation, lo 
\ a mfimber of a bad family wished to reform, he had 
voy opportunity to do so; if a member of a good family 
lad vicious propensities, there was nothing to check them. 
Ul qualities, good and bad, are intensified and accen- 
4]ftted in the life of the wilderness. Tlie man who in is 
iTiliaaticxi is merely sullen and bad-tempered becomes a 
BUiderouft, treacherous ruffian when transplanted to the 
^ilds; while, on the other hand, his cheery, quiet neigh- 
Mr develops into a hero, ready uncomplamingly to lay 
ioiwn Ym life for his friend. One who in an eastern city 2Q 
iftOttrdry a bebckbiter and slanderer, in the western woo<^ 
Iks ift wait for his foe with a rifle; sharp practice in the 
Eart beeoBoes highway robbery in the West; but at the 
same time negative good-nature becomes active self- 
sacriiee, and a general belief in virtue is translated into 25 
» prompt and determined war upon vice. The ne'er-do- 
ti^ of a family who in one place has his debts paid a 
coi^te (A times and is then forced to resign from his clubs 
Qd lead a cloudy but innocuous existence on a small pen- 
««, IB. the other abruptly fiuiahea \ms Q,^x^fc\ Ns^ \«ns^^^ 
^mt^iar borse^tealmg, 
la the backwoods the lawless led \vve% ol ^^csAoi^^ 
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wickedness; they hated good for good's sake, and < 
utmost to destroy it. ' Where the bad element ^ 
gangs of horse-thieves, highwaymen, and other c 
often united with the uncontrollable young men o 

5 tastes, who were given to gambling, fighting and 
They then formed half-secret organizations, < 
great extent and with wide ramifications; and 
could control a community they estiablished a 
terror, driving out both ministers and magistra 

10 killing without scruple those who interfered wit 
The good men in such a case banded themselves 
as regulators and put down the wicked with 
severity, by the exercise of lynch law, shooting ai 
ing the worst off-hand. 

15 Jails were scarce in the wilderness, and often "^ 
tirely wanting in a district, which, indeed, wi 
likely to lack legal officers also. If punishm* 
inflicted at all it was apt to be severe, and took t 
of death or whipping. An impromptu jury of n 

20 decided with a rough-and-ready sense of fair p 
justice what punishment the crime demanded, a 
saw to the execution of their own decree. Whipj 
the usual reward of theft. Occasionally, torti 
resorted to, but not often; and, to their honor be 

25 the backwoodsmen were horrified at the treatn 
corded both to black slaves and to white convict 
in the lowlands. 

They were superstitious, of course, believing i 
craft and signs and omens; and it may be no1 

30 their superstition showed a singular mixture of o 
survivals and of practices boxro^^^ \xcs«v ^^ 

evolved by the very force ol t\ve« ^\x^xv^^ ^xji 
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At the bottom they were deeply religious in their tenden- 
cies; and although ministers and meeting-houses were 
rare, yet the backwoods cabins often contained Bibles, 
and the mothers used to instil into the minds of their 
children reverence for Sunday, while many even of the 5 
hunters refused to hunt on that day. Those of them who 
knew the right honestly tried to Uve up to it, in spite of 
the manifold temptations to backsliding offered by their 
lives of hard and fierce contention. But Calvinism, though 
more congenial to them than Episcopacy, and infinitely lo 
more so than Catholicism, was too cold for the fiery hearts 
of the borderers; they were not stirred to the depths of 
their natures till other creeds, and, above all, Methodism, 
worked their way into the wilderness. 

Thus the backwoodsmen lived on the clearings they is 
had hewed out of the everlasting forest; a grim, stern 
people, strong and simple, powerful for good and evil, 
swayed by gusts of stormy passion, the love of freedom 
looted in their very hearts^ core. Their lives were harsh 
and narrow, they gained their bread by their blood and 20 
sweat, in the unending struggle with the wild ruggedness of 
nature. They suffered terrible injuries at the hands of the 
red men, and on their foes they waged a terrible warfare 
in return. They were relentless, revengeful, suspicious, 
knowing neither ruth nor pity; they were also upright, 2S 
resolute, and fearless, loyal to their friends, and devoted 
to their country. In spite of their many failings, they 
were of all men the best fitted to conquer the wilderness 
and hold it against all comers. 



THE HISTORIAN OF THE FUTDUE' 

The great historian of the future will have eai^ 
to innumerable facts patiently gathered by tens of thoa 
sands of investigators, whereas the great historian o 
the past had very few facts, and often had to gather moB 

5 of these himself. The great historian of the future can 
not be excused if he fails to draw on the vast storehooBe 
of knowledge that have been accumulated, if he fails t< 
profit by the wisdom and work of other men, which an 
now the common property of all intelligent men. Bn 

10 must use the instruments which the historians of th( 
past did not have ready to hand. Yet even with the« 
instruments he cannot do as good work as the best d 
the elder historians unless he has vision and imaginatioB. 
the power to grasp what is essential and to reject the 

15 infinitely more numerous nonessentials, the power tc 
embody ghoste, to put flesh and blood on dry bones, tc 
make dead men living before our eyes. In short he wxsA 
have the power to take the science of history and tun 
it into literature. 

20 Those who wish history to be treated as a purdj 
utilitarian science often decry the recital of the m^h^y 
deeds of the past, the deeds which always have aroused, 
and for a long period to come are Ukely to arouse, mofit 
interest. These men say that we should study not the 

25 unusual hut the usual. They say that we profit most by 

1 Reprinted from the version of the address, "History M 
Literature," which appeared in the Boston Tramcripi. The 
address is included in the voVum^ Hi&lcyrxj aa l^xVcroXutt. 
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boriouB research into the drab monotony of the ordiiiaijv 
iiier than by fixing our eyes on the purple patches that 
»ak it. Beyimd all questkm the great historian, of the 
iture most keep ever in mind the relative importance 
' the usual and the unusual. If he is a really greats 
istorian, if he possesses the highest imaginative and 
^erary quality^ he will be able to interest us in the gray 
nts of tiie g^ueral landscape no less than in the flame 
ves of the jutting peaks. It is ew&a more essential to 
(ve such q^iality in writing of the commonplace thanio 

writing of the exceptional. Otherwise no profit will 
»me fr<Mn study of the ordinary; ios writings are useless 
iless they are read, and they cannot be read unless 
ley are readable. Furthermore, while doing full justice 
» tile importance dL the usual, of the commonplace, the is 
•eat historian will not lose sight of the importaace of 
le heroic. 

It is hard to tell just what it is that is most important 
> know. The wisdom of one generation may seem the 
lUy of the next. This is just as true of the wisdom of 20 
le dty-asHiusts as of the wisdom of those who write 
iterestingly. Moreover, while the value of the by- 
roducts of knowledge does not readily yield itself to 
uantitative expression, it is none the less real. A 
tilitarian education should undoubtedly be the foun-2S 
ataon of all education. But it is far from advisable, it 
; far fron wise, to have it the end of all education, 
^echnical training will more and more be accepted as 
be prime factcnr in our educational system, a factor as 
asential fen: the farm^, the blacksmith^ the ^ax&&U^'9&>,t^^ 
ud the owir, as for the lawyer, tti^ docAax , "Cafe «MB5«583t^ 
d the stenographer. For siimlat te^o^^ ^^ ^xssjScj 
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practical and technical lessons of history, the leesons 
that help us to grapple with our immediate sodal and 
industrial problems, will also receive greater emphasis 
than ever before. But if we are wise we will no more 

5 permit this practical training to exclude knowledge of 
that part of literature which is history than of that part 
of literature which is poetry. Side by side with the need 
for the perfection of the individual in the technique of 
his special calling goes the need of broad human sympathy, 

10 and the need of lofty and generous emotion in that in- 
diividual. Only thus can the citizenship of the modem 
state rise level to the complex modem social needs. . . . 

The work of the archaeologist, the work of the an- 
thropologist, the work of the palseo-ethnologist — out of 

15 all these a great literary historian may gather material 
indispensable for his use. He, and we, ought fully to 
acknowledge our debt to the collectors of these in- 
dispensable facts. The investigator in any line may do 
work which puts us all under lasting obUgations to him, 

20 even though he be totally deficient in the art of literary 
expression, that is, totally deficient in the ability to 
convey vivid and lifelike pictures to others of the past 
whose secrets he has laid bare. I would give no scantj 
or grudging acknowledgment to the deeds of such a man 

25 He does a lasting service; whereas the man who tries t 
make literary expression cover his ignorance or hue 
reading of facts renders less than no service. But th 
service done is immeasurably increased in value yA^' 
the man arises who from his study of a myriad ' 

JO fragments is able to pamt ««raa >iNYft% ^^^c^ 

past. 
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This is why the record as great writers preserve it has 
a value immeasurably beyond what is merely Ufeless. 
Such a record pulses with immortal life. It may recount 
the deed or the thought of a hero at some supreme mo- 
ment. It may be merely the portrayal of homely every- 5 
day life. This matters not, so long as in either event 
the genius of the historian enables him to paint in colors 
that do not fade. The cry of the Ten Thousand® when 
they first saw the sea still stirs the hearts of men. The 
ruthless death scene between Jehu° and Jezebel; wicked lo 
Ahab,** smitten by the chance arrow, and propped in 
his chariot until he died at sundown; Josiah,® losing his 
life because he would not heed the Pharaoh's solemn 
warning, and mourned by aU the singing men and all the 
Ringing women — ^the fates of these kings and of this king's is 
daughter, are part of the common stock of knowledge 
of mankind. They were petty rulers of petty principal- 
ities; yet, compared with them, mighty conquerors, 
who added empire to empire, Shalmaneser® and Sargon, 
Amenhotep and Rameses, are but shadows; for the deeds 20 
and the deaths of the kings of Judah and Israel are 
written in words that, once read, cannot be forgotten. 
The Peloponnesian War® bulks of unreal size to-day be- 
cause it once seemed thus to bulk to a master mind. Only 
a great historian can fittingly deal with a very great sub- 25 
ject; yet because the quafities of chief interest in human 
history can be shown on a small field no less than on a large 
one, some of the greatest historians have treated sub- 
jects that only their own genius rendered great. 

80 true is this that if great events lack a. ^^^^\v\s.\si\>axs.^'j.^ 
sad A great poet writes about tliem., \\) \a ^iX^fe ^^^V» "^^'^ 
£xB8 them in the mind of mankind, so \Jc^\. V\x ^\\fcx-Naso& 
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importanee the real has become the shadow and t 
shadow the reaUty. Shakespeare has defimtely fixad t 
character of the Richard Hl^^ of whom ordinary m 
think and speak. Keats'' foi'got even the ri^t name 

5 the man who first saw the Pacific Ocean; yet it is 1 

fines which leap to our minds when we think of t 

"wild surmise" felt by the indomitable explorer-oonqoef 

from Spain when the vast new sea burst on his vision* 

When, however, the great historian has 8p(^ken, 1 

10 work will never be undone. No poet can ever supersei 
what NapHer® wrote of the stormii^ of Badajox, of tl 
British infantry at Albuera, and of the light artille 
at Fuentes d'Ofioro. After Parkman® bad written > 
Montcalm® and Wolfe® there was left for other wiite 

IS only what Fitzgerald® left for other translators of Oel 
Khayyam. Much new hght has been thrown on ti 
history of the Byaantine Empire by the many men. wl 
have studied it of recent years; we read each new wiib 
with pleasure and profit; and after reading each we tal 

20 down a volume of Gibbon,® with renewed thankfnliie 
that a great writer was moved to do a great task. 

The greatest of future archaeologists will be the gi« 
historian who instead of being a mere antiquarian d^ 
in dust heaps has the genius to reconstruct f or us tl 

25 immense panorama of the past. He must possess know 
edge. He must possess that without which knowledi 
is of so little use, wisdom. What he brings from tl 
charnel-house he must use with such potent wizardry liB 
we shall see the life that was and not the death that i 

30 For remember that the past was life just as much aa fl 
present is Me, Whether it \» 'Eiigj^V), «t \^£»s^\»saEi 

or ScandinavisL with which Yie deaiXs, >i)afc ^^a^\aEtoBSB 
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the facts immit fakn, T^ill put before us tJie men and wcmn^ 
as th^ actually lived so that we shall recognize them 
for idmt they were, living beings. Men like Maspero®, 
Breasted,** and Weigall® have already begun this work for 
the countries of the Nile and the Euphrates. For Scan-s 
(&iavia the groundwork was laid long ago in the Heim- 
ekringia^ and in such sagas'* as those of Burnt Njal and Gisli 
Soursop. Minute descriptions of mummies and of the 
furniture of tombs hdp us as little to understand the Eg3rpt 
of the mighty days, as to sit inside the tomb of Mount lo 
Veamon® would help us to see Washington the soldier 
leading to battle his scarred and tattered veterans, or 
Washington the state^nan, by his serene strength of 
chanicter, rendering it possible for his countr3rmen to 
establish themselves as one great nation. is 

Tlie great historian must be able to paint for us the 
life of the plain people, the ordinary men and women, 
a£ the time of which he writes. He can do this only if 
he possesses the highest kind of imagination. Collections 
of figures no more give us a picture of the past than the 20 
reading of a tariff report on hides or woolens gives us an 
idea of the actual lives of the men and women who Uve 
on ranches or work in factories. The great historian will 
in as full measure as possible present to us the every-day 
life of the men, and womai of the age which he describes. 2S 
Nothing that tells of this life will come amiss to him. The 
iDstroments of their labor and the weapons of their war- 
fare, the wills that they wrote, the bargains that they made, 
and the songs that they sang when they feasted and made 
love; he must use them all. He must tell us of the toil 30 
of the oidinary man in ordinary timss,, ^\A ^\ *i^ "^*^ 
bj- wbi'cb that ardinaxy toil was bToV^ecL. ISl^^ ^ck»s^^^^ 
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forget that no event stands out entirely isolated. He 
must trace from its obscure and humble beginnings each 
of the movements that in its hour of triumph has shakm 
the world. 
5 Yet he must not forget that the times that are ex- 
traordinary need especial portrayal. In the revolt against 
the old tendency of historians to deal exclusively with 
the spectacular and the exceptional, to treat only of urar 
and oratory and government, many modem writers 
10 have gone to the opposite extreme. They fail to realize 
that in the lives of nations as in the Uves of men th^e 
are hours so fraught with weighty achievement, with 
triumph or defeat, with joy or sorrow, that each such 
hour may determine all the years that are to come there- 
is after, or may outweigh all the years that have gone be- 
fore. In the writings of our historians, as in the Uves of 
our ordinary citizens, we can neither afford to forget 
that it is the ordinary every-day Ufe which coimts most; 
nor yet that seasons come when ordinary quahties count 
20 for but little in the face of great contending forces of 
good and of evil, the outcome of whose strife determines 
whether the nation shall walk in the glory of the morn- 
ing or in the gloom of spiritual death. 
The historian must deal with the days of common 
25 things, and deal with them so that they dball interest us 
in reading of them as our own conunon things interest us 
as we live among them. He must trace the changes that 
come almost unseen, the slow and gradual growth that 
transforms for good or for evil the children and grand- 
30 children so that they stand high above or far below the 
level on which their foreiatVieta «\^icA. "Sfc \xfi;>s^ «]ao 
trace the great cataclysms tViat m\«nM^\. ^xA ^cn«s\.'^» 
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ual development. He can no more afford to be 
1 to one class of phenomena than to the other. He 
t ever remember that while the worst oflfense of which 
an be guilty is to write vividly and inaccurately, yet 
. unless he writes vividly he cannot write truthfully; s 
no amount of dull, painstaking detail will sum up as 
whde truth unless the genius is there to paint the 
h. 

here can be no better illustration of what I mean 
1 is afforded by the history of Russia during the last lo 
isand years. The historian must trace the growth 
;he earliest Slav commumties of the forest and the 
»pe, the infiltration of Scandinavian invaders who 
3 them then- first power of mass action, and the slow, 
)tic development of the httle communes into barbarous is 
js and savage princedoms. In later Russian history 
must show us priest and noble, merchant and serf, 
ciging slowly from the days when Ivan the Terrible® 
red against Bdtory, the Magyar king of Poland, until 

present moment, when with half-suspicious eyes the 20 
pie of the Czar watch their remote Bulgarian kinsmen 
iding before the last European stronghold of the 
k. During all these centuries there were multitudes 
«rars, foreign and domestic, any or all of which were 
little moment compared to the slow working of the 25 
ious forces that wrought in the times of peace. But 
re was one period of storm and overthrow so terrible 
t it affected profoundly for all time the whole growth of 

Russian people, in inmost character no less than in 
ernal dominion. Early in the lVi\i\^^w\Xv e^xi^xix^ *^^ife.ifi 
m of Jenghiz Khan"^ stirred tVve Mou^o\ Xvot^'scws^ '^ 
mid-Asian pastures to a movcmexv\. ^ \fcTt^^^ "^ 
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oivilization as the lava flow of a ytdcano to the hadi 
around the volcano's foot. When that oentuiy cpened, 
the Mongols were of no more wei^t in tiie worid than 
the T()iian;gs^ of the SaJiara are to-day. Lang before tin 

5(*entury iiiid clased they had ridden from the Ydknr 
Sea to the Adriatic and the Persian Gulf. They bad 
onishod Christian and Moslem^ and Buddhiat? alib 
l)(^n(iiith the iron cruelty of their sway. They had coo- 
(]uerP(l (.Iiina iis their successors conquered India. Th^ 

iosM(^k(xI Hji^hdad, the seat of the Khahf. In mid-Europe 
\\w\r ])rosen(^e for a moment caused the same horror to 
fall on tlio warring adherents of the pope and the 
kais(T. To 10uroi)e they were a scourge so frightful, bo 
irrcjsistihhi, that the jKJopIe cowered before them as if they 

15 had l)w;n demons. No European army of that day, of 
any nation, was able to look them in the face on a striitei 
fiohl. H(;stial in thoir lives, irresistible in battle, merdlesB 
in vi(!tory, thcjy trampled the lands over whi(^ they rode 
into 1)1ock1v niin^ lx3ncath the hoofs of their horses. The 

2os(iuat, slit-<mMl, brawny horse-bowmen drew a red furrow 
a('n)ss IIungarv% devasted Poland, and in SUesia over- 
thnjw tlie banded chivalry of Germany. But it was in 
Russia that they did their worst. They not merely cod- 
qucrcd Russia, but held the Russians as oowering and 

25 abject serfs for two centuries. Every feeble effort at 
resistance wjis visited with such bloodthirsty vengeance 
that finally no Russian ventured ever to oppose them at 
all. But the princes of the cities soon found that the 
beast-like fury of the conquerors when their own deans 

30 were thwarted, was only equalled by their beast-like 
indifference to all that was doxv'fe sixoi^TiiSi^ ^Oofc <»csc^iaq^«BdL 

people themselves, and tViat tYvev ^c^^ ^^ ^twaft^S \ft>safc 
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smselveB out to aid each EusBisui against his brother. 
der this regime the Russian who rose was iiie Russian 

with cnnging servility to his Tartar overlords oomr 
ed ferocious and consdenceless greed in the treat- 
nt of his fdlow-Russians. Moscow came to the fronts 

using the Tartar to help conquer the other Rusaan 
ieSy paying as a price abject obedience to all Tartar 
nands. In the long run the fierce and phant cunning 
the conquered people proved too much for the short- 
bted ajciii arrogant brutality of the conquerors. Th^io 
rtar power, the Mongolian power, waned. Russia be- 
ne united, threw off the yck&, and herself began a 
•eer of aggressipn at the expense of her former conr 
ororBL But the reconquest of racial independence, 
ally necessary ^ou^ it was to Russia, had been paid ls 

by the establishment of a despotism Asiatic rather 
m European in its spirit and working. 
Fhe true historian will bring the past before our eyes 
if it were the present. He will make us see as Uving 
n the hard-faced archers of Agincourt,® and the war- 20 
m spearmen who followed Alexander® down beyond 
J rim of the known world. We shall hear grate on the 
ist of ^itain the keels of the Low-Dutch sea-thieves® 
ose children's children were to inherit unknown conti- 
its.® We shall thrill to the triumphs of Hannibal.® 25 
rgeous in our sight will rise the splendor of dead cities, 
i the might oi the elder empires of which the very ruins 
imbled to dust ages ago. Along ancient trade routes, 
OSS the world's waste spaces, the caravans shaU move; 

1 the admirals of uncharted seas shall furrow the oceans^ 
h their lonely prows. Beyond tiaa ^la oeo^MivsR^ ^'^ 

1 see the b&nners float above armed Xio^"^- ^^ ^^^^^ 
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see conquerors riding forward to victories that have 
changed the course of time. We shall listen to the 
prophecies of forgotten seers. Ours shall be the dreams 
of dreamers who dreamed greatly, who saw in their vision 

5 peaks so lofty that never yet have they been reached by 
the sons and daughters of men. Dead poets shall sing 
to us the deeds of men of might ahd the love and the 
beauty of women. We shall see the dancing girls of 
Memphis.*^ The scent of the flowers in the Hanging 

10 Gardens of Babylon® will be heavy to our senses. 
We shall sit at feast with the kings of Nineveh® when 
they drink from ivory and gold. With Queen Maeve** 
in her sun parlor we shall watch the nearing chariots of 
the champions. For us the war-horns of King Olaf* 

15 shall wail across the flood, and the harps sound hi^ at 
festivals in forgotten halls. The frowning strongholds 
of the barons of old shall rise before us, and the white 
palace-castles from whose windows Syrian princes once 
looked across the blue ^Egean. We shall know the valor 

20 of the two-sworded Samurai.® Ours shall be the hoaiy 
wisdom and the strange, crooked folly of the imme- 
morial civilizations which tottered to a living death in 
India and in China. We shall see the terrible horsemen 
of Timur the Lame® ride over the roof of the world; ^ 

25 shall hear the drums beat as the armies of Gustavus" and 
Frederick® and Napoleon® drive forward to victory. Ours 
shall be the woe of burgher and peasant, and ours the 
stem joy when freemen triumph and justice comes to 
her own. The agony of the galley-slaves shall be oure, 

30 and the rejoicing when the wicked are brought low and 
the men of evil days have Wvot le^^^^. ^^ ^Ssjis^^ 
t/je glory of triumphant vioVexvce, a.w^ \)c\a x^n^ c&. ^^fi«^ 
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do wrong in high places; and the broken-hearted 
lir that lies beneath the glory and the revel. We 
also see the supreme righteousness of the wars for 
om and justice, and know that the men who fell in 
wars made all mankind their debtors. 5 

cne day the historians will tell us of these things. 
J day, too, they will tell our children of the age and 
and in which we now live. They will portray the 
nest of the continent. They will show the slow bo- 
ngs of settlement, the growth of the fishing and trad- lo 
owns on the seacoast, the hesitating early ventures 
the Indian-haunted forest. Then thev will show the 
woodsmen, with their long rifles and their light axes, 
ing their way with labor and peril through the wooded 
jmess** to the Mississippi; and then the endless march 15 
le white-topped wagon-trains across plain and moun- 
to the coast of the greatest of the five great oceans. 
{ will show how the land which the pioneers won 
ly and with incredible hardship was filled in two gen- 
ons by the overflow from the countries of western 20 
central Europe. The portentous growth of the cities 
be shown, and the change from a nation of farmers 
nation of business men and artisans, and all the far- 
hing consequences of the rise of the new industrialism, 
formation of a new ethnic type in this melting-pot 2s 
lie nations will be told. The hard materialism of our 
will appear, and also the strange capacity for lofty 
lism which must be reckoned with by all who would 
erstand the American character. A people whose 
>es are Washington and Lincoln, a p^a.e.^i^^!L^^iss^^<$i"'5^^^'is^ 
bttoa finish one of the bloo^est oi ^^aT^,^^^^*^^^ 
w sake of a great principle and a xvoXA'b V^^'^^^ ^\»^ 
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possess an emergency stsmdaari far above mae wa 
getting. 

Those who tell the AmerieaDS ol the futioe wiftt 
Ameicans of to^iay and of yesterday have done, ivifl 

5 force tell much that is unpleasant. Tins is but sa 
that they will describe the arcb-typical civiliza<aon of 
age. Nevertheless when the tale is finally toW, I be 
that it will show that the forces working for good in 
naticmal Hfe outwei^ the forces wcorkmg for eri, 

lothat^ with many blunders and shortcomkigs, with i 
halting and turning aside from the path, we shall y 
the end prove our faith by our works, and show in 
lives our belief that righteousness exalteth a nation. 
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BEAR HUNTING EXPERIENCES^ 

Early next morning we were over at the elk carcass, 
and, as we expected, found that the bear had eaten his 
fill at it during the night. His tracks showed him to be 
an immense fellow, and were so fresh that we doubted if 
he had left long before we arrived; and we made up ours 
minds to follow him up and try to find his lair. The bears 
that lived on these mountains had evidently been Httle 
disturbed; indeed, the Indians and most of the white hunt- 
ers are rather chary of meddling with "Old Ephraim," 
as the mountainmen style the grizzly, unless they get him lo 
at a disadvantage; for the sport is fraught with some dan- 
ger and but small profit. The bears thus seemed to have 
very little fear of harm, and we thought it Ukely that the 
bed of the one who had fed on the elk would not be far 
away. is 

My companion was a skilful tracker, and we took up 
the trajl at once. For some distance it led over the soft, 
yielding carpet of moss and pine needles, and the foot- 
prints were quite easily made out, although we could fol- 
low them but slowly; for we had, of course, to keep a sharp 20 
lookout ahead and around us as we walked noiselessly on 
in the sombre half-light always prevailing under the great 
pine trees, through whose thickly interlacing branches 
stray but few beams of light, no matter how bright the sun 
may be outside. We made no sound ourselves, and every 25 
little sudden noise sent a thrill through me as I peered 
about with each sense on the alert. Two or three of the 

* Reprinted by permission from Hunting Tnps of a Ratixifti- 
man, copyright by G. P. Putnam's ^otv%. 
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ravens that we had scared from the carcass flew overi: 
croaking hoarsely; and the pine tops moaned cuad sii 
in the shght breeze — ^for pine trees seem to be ever in 
tion, no matter how light the wind. 

5 After going a few hundred yards the tracks tomec 
on a well-beaten path made by the elk; the woods we 
many places cut up by these game-toiils, which had < 
become as distinct as ordinary foot-x»ths. The be 
footprints were perfectly plain in the dust, and he 

10 lumbered along up the path until near the middle ol 
hill-wide, where the ground broke away and there 
hollows and bowlders. Here there had been a wiw 
and the dead trees lay among the living, piled acrosE 
another in all directions; while between and around 1 

15 Hi)r()uto(l up a thick growth of young spruces and < 
cvergHK^us. The trail turned ofif into the tangled tM 
within -which it was almost certain we would find 
(luarr}'. We could still follow the tracks, by the fi 
HcrapeB of the claws on the bark or by the bent and bi 

20 (wigs, ttiid wo advtmcod with noiseless caution, el 
<'liiul>ing over the dead tree trunks and upturned stu 
tind not letting a branch rustle or catch on ourclc 
When ill the middle of the thicket we crossed what 
nlinost a brwu^twork of fallen logs, and Merrifieki, 

is was Io4uling, pa.ssed by the upriglit stem of a great 
As mm\ as he wjis by it he sank suddenly on one 1 
tuniinp: half nmml, his face fairly aflame with excitei 
and as I Mnxh ^jast him, with my rifle at the leady, 1 
not t*n sU^iw olY, was the great bear, slowly liaog 

.»uhw UmI among U>e young svvuces. He had heard vi 
mmvnay hardly k\v>v; v>^^W^> ^V^^^ ^x ^ba*. to 
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fMrW ns and dropped down agam on aU-fouis, the Aeaggj 

hair on his neek and shooldeis seeming to bristle as he 

tamed toward \ib. As he sank down on his forefeet I had 

raised the rifle; his head was bent slightly down^ and when I 

saw the top of the white bead fairly between his small, ^t- 5 

leringy evil eyes, I pulled trigger. Half rising up, the huge 

beast fell over on his side in the death-throes, the ball hav- 

Bg gone into his brain, striking as fairly between the eyes 

IB if the distance had been measured by a carpenter's rule. 

The idiole thing was over in twenty seconds from the lo 
time I caught si^t of the game; indeed, it was over so 
qnckly that the grizzly did not have time to show fi^t 
1^ aU or (some a step toward us. It was the first I had ever 
Ken, and I felt not a little proud, as I stood over the great 
Wndied bulk which lay stretched out at length in the cool 15 
shade of the evergreens. He was a monstrous fellow, much 
higer than any I have seen since, whether alive or brought 
ta dead by the hunters. As near as we could estimate 
(fos of course we had nothing with which to weigh more 
tbm very small portions), he must have weired about 20 
twelve hundred pounds, and, though this is not as large 
tB some of his kind are scid to grow in Cahfoniia, it is 
.yet a very unusual size for a bear. He was a good deal 
heavier than any of our horses, and it was with the 
greatest difficulty that we were able to skin him. He 25 
moBt have been very old, his teeth and claws being 
lU worn down and blunted; but nevertheless he had 
been living in plenty, for he was as fat as a prize-hog, 
the layers on his bade being a finger's length in thickness. 
fie was still in the summer coat, his hair bein^^ €hact>,vi 
sad In color & curious brindled biovm, ^Tas2S«\i3bX»\^^'^sfflJ^4 
cf certain buZZ-dogs, while aU tkie beai^ ^^ ^^"^ ^Xktwss! 



!«. ^'JlJtlTLZTS VXlTiyGS 



iLA- Vj*: j'.^jz V-i'.x -yzL-er nr. T^^itn^itg 

h- V.i=: V av : jr IAZIft 'C "LIS IfS&T hSe ?E ' 

*:r,y >;>^.: cr.-!;.'* — -jl "Ljt Te:^?*=- :c rtcrfr^. e 

:-i;>, Vj--; .i::rr: —iv .f >3>r"'T^ :: is :•;*:• wel 

Jr. k.....'_? ii.ii'rr-.ir cinr. r:eadfr«es5 is i 

*.; • V, r-;. '.r: : j.:.': :: i niir. U cl:*5e it is easv en' 
V, ■■ '.'//. -.*.r<ii2:.: j :.'; •ifj^ no: ! jse his head. A 
.-. '<-/,,*. •,:.'; '\if: m' a pir.t bottle: and any o: 

::;,..'.•, V/^r''; of:-:-a:-d at ihirtv or lortv feet, 
rv,', vhor-, h.*. !v:ar-: at clo.se quarters, and i 
i.t*A j.';»o ti'i': brain, iho bullet in one case st 
f/:t.v/'^;fj t}jr; frv^-T, a.-i toM alxive, and in the ol 
\^'X'//*:f'Ai t\iii (:yft and ear. A novice at this k 

>';v/jjl f;rj'J it, \,i^x and .safest to keep in mind tl 
vjkifif.'/'-. '.A'.'\f'M in Hiference to a long sword: 
jr» ':!';■/; ':rioijgh your sword ^sill be long em 
j/f'/r v.fiot jT'''^' in ^-loHe enough he will find thi 

J-.t.f;iij/fit, ';norjJ5f]. 

'i\ J v/;i'i v*;ry proud over my first bear; but Mer 
\t'A'\\uv^ !v:';/rj<;d to Ui disappointment that the 
not fiad tirnr; to show fight. He was rathe 
li^jjow, luid v';ry confident in his own skill with 
h<: iMiJIy did not wKim to have any more fear of 

Kf tliitri if thijy hiul bwjn so many jack-rabbits. 
liW nhnm hin //rfjiiriKK, ha\\ug aYveax^^^ T^^^e^X 

//romrMH, and in followin);; and aX>lixc)&m^>i)c\e\ 
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all possible care to get the chances on my side. Merrifield 
was sincerely sorry that we never had. to stand a regular 
charge; while on this trip we killed five grizzlies with 
seven bullets, and except in the case of the she and cub, 
spoken of further on, each was shot about as quickly ass 
it got sight of us. 

A day or two after the death of the big bear, we went 
out one afternoon on horseback, intending merely to ride 
down to see a great canyon lying some six miles west of 
our camp; indeed, we went more to look at the scenery lo 
than for any other reason, though, of course, neither of 
us ever stirred out of camp without his rifle. We rode 
down the valley in which we had camped, through alter- 
nate pine groves and open glades, until we reached the 
canyon, and then skirted its brink for a mile or so. It was is 
a great chasm, many miles in length, as if the table-land 
had been rent asunder by some terrible and unknown 
force; its sides were sheer walls of rock, rising three or 
four hundred feet straight up in the air, and worn by the 
weather till they looked like the towers and battlements 20 
of some vast fortress. Between them at the bottom was 
a space, in some places nearly a quarter of a mile wide, in 
others very narrow, through whose middle foamed a deep 
rapid torrent of which the sources lay far back among the 
snow-topped mountains around Cloud Peak. In this val- 2S 
ley, dark-green, sombre pines stood in groups, stiff and 
erect; and here and there among them were groves of 
poplar and cotton-wood, with slender branches and trem- 
bling leaves, their bright green already changing to yellow 
in the sharp fall weather. We went dovm to 'whai:<i. tJaft.\<\ 
mouth of the canyon opened out, qjw"^ xo^<^ <3va V^\:sr^ 
to the end of a, great jutting pTomo\i\,oT^ o\ ^o^^ "^^^^^^Nis 
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out into the plain; and in the cold, dear air we looked far 
over the broad valley of the Big Horn as it lay ai o«r v«y 
feet, waJled in on the other side by liie distajit chain d 
the Rocky Mountains. 

5 Turning our horses, we rode back akmg the edge ol 
another canyon-like valley, with a brook flowing dowQ iti 
centre, and its rocky sides covered with an unintemiptec 
pine forest — ^the place of all others in whose inaecesaW 
wildness and ruggedness a bear would find a saf 

10 retreat. After some time we came to where other vall^ 
with steep, grass-grown sides, covered with sage-biud 
branched out from it, and we followed one of these oul 
There was plenty of elk sign about, and we saw seven 
black-tail deer. These last were very common on th 

15 mountains, but we had not hunted them art all, as we wo 
in no need of meat. But this afternoon we came 9iXSKm 
buck with remarkably fine antlers, and accordingly I bIm 
it, and we stopped to cut off and skin out the horn 
throwing the reins over the heads of the horses an 

20 leaving them to graze by themselves. The body lay na 
the crest of one side of a deep valley, or ravine, whic 
headed up on the plateau a mile to our left. Except f< 
scattered trees and bushes the valley was bare; but the 
was heavy timber along the crests of the hills on i 

25 opposite side. It took some time to fix the head proporl] 
and we were just ending when Merrifield sprang to his fe 
and exclaimed "Look at the bears!" pointmg down ini 
the valley below us. Sure enough there were two bea 
(which afterwards proved to be an old she and a neai! 

30 full-grown cub) traveling up the bottom of the valk 
much too far off f or \is to eltvoot. C^t^ywj, ^sqx Tfflsa ai 
ttrowmg off our hats we sImA©^ oS. f»\^3Bs^ ^^^ w 
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diagiMiaUy down the hiUnside^ so as to cut tiicsn off. 
as same little thne before they saw us, when they 
) oft at a lumbering gaQop up the valley. It would 
impossible to run into two grizzlies in the open^ but 
were going up hilli, and we down, and moreover thes 
»ne kept stopping. The cub would forge ahead and 
I probably have escaped us, but the mother now and 
stopped to sit up on her haunches and look round at 
dien the cub would run back to her. The upshot 
that we got ahead of them, when they turned andio 
straight up one hill-side as we ran straight down 
other behind them. By this time I was pretty 
y done out, for running afong the steep groimd 
igh the sage-brush was most exhausting work; and 
ifield kept gaining on me and was weU in front. Just is 
3 disappeared over a bank, almost at the bottom of 
alley, I tripped over a bush and fell full-length. When 
r up I knew I could never make up the ground I had 
and besides could hardly run any long^; Merrifield 
out of sight below, and the bears were laboring up 20 
steep hill-side directly opposite and about three 
bred yards off, so I sat down and began to shoot over 
ifield's head, aiming at the big bear. She was going 
steadily and in a straight line, and each bullet sent 
puff of dust where it struck the dry soil, so that lis 
[ keep correcting my aim; and the fourth ball crashed 
lihe old bear's flank. She lurched heavily forward, but 
^ered herself and reached the timber, while Merrifield, 
ha3 put on a spurt, was not far behind. 
oUed up the hill at a sort of trot, fairly ^aR^\w^^\jA^<5kV ^jj^ 
for breath; but before I got to ttie top\V<e»x^^^'3vx^ 
ts and a shout. The old beat Yvad \Mx\isA ^^ ^^^'^ '^ 
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she was in the timber, and came toward Mer 
gave her the death-wound by firing into her cl 
shot at the young one, knocking it over. ^ 
up he was just walking toward the latter to 

5 the revolver, but it suddenly jumped up 

ever and made off at a great pace — for it ws 

grown. It was impossible to fire where th 

were so thick, but there was a small opening 

^ it would have to pass, and collecting all n 

10 made a last run, got into position, and cove: 
ing with my rifle. The instant the bear app 
and it turned a dozen somersaults down-hill 
and over; the ball had struck it near the 
ranged forward through the hollow of the be 

15 us had thus given the fatal wound to the be 
the other had fired the first bullet. The run, 
had been very sharp, and over such awful 
.; we were completely fagged out, and could 

, f^. for lack of breath. The sun had alreadv se 

20 too late to skin the animals; so we merely < 
caught the ponies — ^with some trouble, fc 
frightened at the smell of the beards blood or 
and rode home through the darkening wood 
we brought the teamster and two of the st 

25 horses to the carcasses, and took the skin 
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One DecCTiber, while I was out on my ranch, so much 
work had to be done that it was within a week of Christ- 
mas before we were able to take any thought for the 
Christmas dinner. The winter set in late that year, and 
there had been comparatively Uttle cold weather, but 5 
one day the ice on the river had been sufficiently strong 
to enable us to haul up a wagonload of flour, with enough 
salt pork to last through the winter, and a very few tins 
of camied goods, to be used at special feasts. We had 
some bushels of potatoes, the heroic victors of a struggle lo 
for existence in which the rest of our garden vegetables 
had succumbed to drought, frost, and grasshoppers; and 
we also had some wild plums and dried elk venison. But 
we had no fresh meat, and so one day my foreman and 
I agreed to make a hunt on the morrow. is 

Accordingly one of the cowboys rode out in the frosty 
aftmioon to fetch in the saddleband from the pldteau 
three miles off, where they were grazing. It was after 
sunset when he returned. I was lounging out by the 
corral, my wolf-skin cap drawn down over my ears, and 20 
i^y hands thrust deep into the pockets of my fur coat, 
gazing across the wintry landscape. Cold red bars in 
the winter sky marked where the sun had gone down be- 
hind a row of jagged, snow-covered buttes. 

Turning to go into the little bleak log house, as the 2s 
dusk deepened, I saw the horses trotting homeward in 
ft long file, their unshod hoofs making no sound iiv tk^ 

'Reprinted by permission from EvcT\jbod\f a 'M.aqo^^a\*^ 
^•k page 851, 
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light snow which covered the plain, turning it int 

glimmering -vdiitc waste wherein Btood dark islandi 

leafless trees, with trunks and branches weirdly 

torted. The cowboy, with bent head, rode behind 

5 line of horses, sometimes urging them on by the s 

cries known to cattlemen; and as they neared the « 

they broke into a gallop, ran inside, and then halte 

a mass. The frost lay on their shaggy backs, and '. 

icicles hung from their nostrils. 

10 Choosing out two of the strongest and quietest 

speedily roped them and led them into the warn] 

stable, where they were given a plentiful supply oi 

short, nutritious bufiFalo-grass hay, while the rest oi 

herd were turned loose to shift for themselves. '. 

15 we went inside the house to warm our hands in frcM 

the great pile of blazing logs, and to wait imx)atti 

until the brace of prairie chickens I had shot that { 

noon should be fixed for supper. Then our rifles 

cartridge belts were looked to, one of the saddles "? 

20 had met with an accident was overhauled, and we 

ready for bed. 

It was necessary to get to the hunting ground 
sunrise, and it still lacked a couple of hours of dawn i 
the foreman wakened me as I lay asleep beneatb 
25 buffalo robes. Dressing hurriedly and breakfastin 
a cup of coffee and some mouthf uls of bread and ji 
elk meat, we slipped out to the bam, threw the sa 
on the horaeBy and were off . 

•||r mm bittwly chill; the cold had been s 
■0 tfayKt the river ice would again bear hi 




'ETTINQ CHRISTMAS DINNER ON A RANCH 143 

. There was no moon, but the stars shone beanti* 
down through the eoM, clear air, and our willing 
a galloped swiftly across the long bottom on which 
Eknch-house stood, threading their way deftly among 
xnnp» of sprawling sagebush. 5 

mfle off we crossed the river, the ice cracking with 
3 like pistol shots as our horses picked their way 
rly over it. On the opposite side was a dense 
e of bullberry bushes, and on breaking through 
we found ourselves galloping up a long, winding lo 
/, which led haxk many miles into the hills. The 
lies and little side ravines were filled with brush- 

and groves of stunted ash. By this time there 
a faint flush of gray in the east, and as we rode 
ly along we could make out dimly the tracks made is 
le wild animals as they had passed and repassed in 
snow. Several times we dismounted to examine 
. A cou}^ of coyotes, possibly frightened by our 
)aeh, had trotted and loped up the valley ahead of 
saving a trail like that of two dogs; the sharper, more 20 
ite footprints of a fox crossed our path; and out- 
one k)ng patch of brushwood a series of round im- 
B in the saaow betrayed where a bobcat — as plains- 
term ibe small lynx — had been lurking around to 
I pick up a rabbit or a prairie fowl. 25 

the dawn reddened, and it became light enough to 
ibjectB some little way off, we began to sit erect in 
saddles and to scan the hillsides sharply for si^t 
ediag deer. Hitherto we had seen no deer tracks 

ioaide the bullberry bushes by tt^^ iw^, W^ -^ss^tj^ 
' tk^t the deer that lived m iJaaX. Vxs^^sofiiccs^J^fc 
f mae eimning wfaitetaila ifl^\i m »m3dl % ^^»*=* 
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iHHiUi lx» hunted only by aid of a hound. But jui 
fore sunrise we came on three lines of heart-shaped 
marks in the snow, which showed where as man^ 
had just crossed a httle plain ahead of us. Tliey 

5 \\':dking leisurely, and from the lay of the land we be 
that \w should find them over the ridge, where thei 
a brush coulee. 

Riding to one side of the trail, we topped the 
riiige jiist as the sun flamed up, a burning b; 

laorimsim, boAinul the snow\' waste at our backs. -A 
inuuixliatoly aftorwtvrd my companion leaped froi 
hor^^ and R\isevl his ride, and as he pulled the trigger 
tlinni^x the twigs of a brush patch on our left the 
start U\l Ixrtvd of a young black-tailed doe as she t 

15 to kx^k at us. hor great mule-Uke ears thrown foi 

Tho l>all brv^ke hor nook, and she turned a complete s 

sault vlowtUiill. while a sudden smashing of undei 

tv^Ivl v^ the t!igh: of hor terrided companions. 

\Yo K>th laughokl ar.vi called out "dinner" as w« s 

,VvU^\vu tv^>^-Hrvl hor» aixi in a few minutes she was d 
and huivg u't* by the hind legs oa a small ash tree. 
out rails ativl \isvYra vfv "hrew osi to one side, aft« 
tv»ll\ ^viA^;u:vc -^oai ::vkl a little bottle of stiyi 
>^^.^*^ I IvAvt ::i r.*s\* rvvsec. Almost evefy catt 

'>v\^r?^'tt *fV*b«*.\x ,^:vl ntv'^vci? ::x ccanoe of leaving ou 
Kt:',. rVr the ^v\\^*s a:v ^.^ciroft? oc serious bxss to tl 
tVtuw* A:\i ;:tihocp<ovi :^.x'&s Jiai henis. la this in: 
>^o ;\<? i\Mtx*u!air^ rvN-ecscff-^ because it was bat 
vu^>^ ?;itNv >»e !\v.i Iv.^^ a d=e :.-ear{inic heifer. The 

,v*w 5hv* hitjs*.*: %K*ce ta»* ^"azvasit lay whea we fou 
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down on the astounded heifer ahnost before she could 
get fairly started. One brute had hamstringed her with 
a snap of his vise-like jaws, and once down, she was torn 
open in a twinkling. 

No sooner was the sun up than a warm west winds 
began to blow in our faces. The, weather had sud- 
denly changed, and within an hour the snow was be- 
ginning to thaw and to leave patches of bare ground on 
the hillsides. We left out coats with our horses and 
stmck off on foot for a group of high buttes cut up by lo 
the cedar canyons and gorges, in which we knew the old 
bucks loved to lie. It was noon before we saw anything 
more. We lunched at a clear spring — ^not needing much 
time, for all we had to do was to drink a draught of icy 
water and munch a strip of dried venison. Shortly after- is 
ward, as we were moving along a hillside with silent 
caution, we came to a sheer canyon of which the opposite 
face was broken by little ledges grown up with wind- 
beaten cedars. As we peeped over the edge, my companion 
touched my arm and pointed silently to one of the ledges, 20 
and instantly I caught the glint of a buck's horns as he 
lay half behind an old tree trunk. A slight shift of 
position gave me a fair shot slanting down between his 
shoulders, and though he struggled to his feet, he did not 
go fifty yards after receiving the bullet. 2S 

This was all we could carry. Leading the horses arouhd, 
we packed the buck behind my companion's saddle, and 
then rode back for the doe, which I put behind mine. But 
we were not destined to reach home without a slight 
adventure. When we got to the rivet v^e to^'^ \i^^ <^^'i>^ 
the ice, heedless of the thaw; and about imi^^^:^ HJwe^^ 
Tis a sudden, tremendous crash, and xnevi, \v3t^^^, ^"^^ 
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iWir wffl^ MfnimfjliiHi togstbter m the water anud fliahs 
(rf ihm4,\nn ioti, ilcrweyer, it was shallow, and no wone 
r(*MilU folknvmi than dome hard work and a chilly batL 
tint, wlint. vnvpil wo? Wo were returning triumphant witii 
1 (itir ( Jhrifltmai dinner. 
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TRUE AMERICANISM 1 

Rxonssi was once defined as "the last refuge erf a 
Irel;" and somebody has recently remarked that 
Dr. Johnson** gave this definition he was ignorant 
infinite possibilities contained in the word "reform." 
irse both gibes were quite justifiable, in so far ass 
rere aimed at people who use noble names to cloak 
purposes. Equally ©f course the man shows little 
n and a k)w sense of duty who fails to see that love 
mtry is one of the elemental virtues, even though 
irels play upon it for their own selfish ends; and, lo 
uch as abuses continually grow up in civic life as 
other kinds of life, the statesman is indeed a weak- 
ho hesitates to ref onn these abuses because the word 
m" is often on the lips of men who are silly or dis- 

D. 15 

at is true of patriotism and reform is true also of 

Lcanism^ There are plenty of scoundrels always 

to try to belittle reform movements or to bolster 

isting iniquities in the name of Americanism; but 

ices not alter the fact that the man who can do most 20 

s country is and must be the man whose Americanism 

ist sincere and intense. Outrageous though it is to 

noble idea as the cloak for evil, it is still worse to 

the noble idea itself because it can thus be used. 

nen who do iniquity in the name of patriotism, of 25 

2, of Americanism, are merely one small division 

class that has always existed and will always exist, — 

mated bypermiseicm from American IdeoU cwv3l OChisr 
^irrmbi by G. P. Putnam's Bona. 
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tlw ohiHs of hypocrites and demagogues, the class 
iilways pn)iiipt to steal the watchwords of righte 
ami usi» them in the interests of evil-doing. 
The stoutest and truest Americans are the \q) 

5 who have the least s}Tnpathy with the people who 
the spirit of Americanism to aid what is vicious 
pwernment. or to throw obstacles in the way of th< 
strive to n^fonu it. It is contemptible to oppose t 
meiit for juhkI lxx*ause that movement has alrea 

uN\\\U\l siMuowhen* else, or to champion an exist in 
Uvavis:* our |x\>ple have always been wedded to 
aVjV:;! :o national pri^judioe against a given refom 
v.v'v.: i> i:\ ovorv wav u:iworthv and sillv. It is as 

« « « * 

:.^ .i.".-.v^;;r..v frtv inido Kx*au>o Eiicland has ad( 

•.-:;> :o ;;.i\\^o;\:o i: fr tV.i* sa:r*e rv:vson. It is en 

vrv'jvr, ;r. v:;v*'iy.j: \v-.:V. :ho :;:rl!:. to consider the • 

■■ *■• ' ■*»*■<. •*■ * •* ■ •• •-»■«■..■« •>-■;<• *»•■^■^•* .'>*H»"M" "■» oTi/'^nii 

..^ • . .X < .,i\ , -.j^ .. . ... V »*... . ... ... V...1«^..>C^ I.V'IH.11 

N, •• • ■ « -• <• ■•■*.-"^*«" • \"'-<'- • ■ • — \- • ". .--v.*""-- '•■^**»*11i"1lf»t 

■ • • .» ..."*. v.,i...\ . »...'» .^ .■■•A". -.V ».'n uixivc 

■> : • ;\. \- y^.\. ..-...-; i" ::> :.-.v;r lv\t*u5e :h( 
" - :.:.•..:" " .v. ^ -;-:;.; 't.:.'. i: wis suited 

"* '.W .. •■■■»■,. *-■ --•- -:..--- ^U.^ myilT 

-'■*. . .............^ . ^^^. * ^ V V*«A& 

'~' * ...* ... ._..... ..>^a^. v«- -«B£ ^ ..Ha. 4 

•*•-• i».- t, .-. .* a. ...Z, «^ I^'..* I 

"' . :. .- > ^•..-1 :.-. :"r.f cxsniples • 

• " • ''^^ .\.v...s: ■.V:^- ::::-?> ::re fon 

•^ -^ " ' "v . ; .■..-.^y :; j^/ry :^«r i 

^.i"".'... -v. V ,\ ;.• . ..- . - --. :.:^.;y i.:f:c-rc^: oo: 
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tilized by the same people. In short, the man w?® 
hether from mere dull fatuity or from an active intere? 
I misgovemment, tries to appeal to American prejudice 
Sainst things foreign, so a^ to induce Americans to op- 
we any measure for good, should be looked on by hiss 
lUow-countrymen with the heartiest contempt. So much 
•r the men who appeal to the spirit of Americanism to 
istain us in wrong-doing. But we must never let our 
mtempt for these men blind us to the nobility of the 
lea which they strive to degrade. lo 

We Americans have many grave problems to solve, 
lany threatening evils to fight, and many deeds to do, 
, as we hope and beheve, we have the wisdom, the 
length, the courage, and the virtue to do them. But we 
lUst face facts as they are. We must neither surrender is 
uselves to a foolish optimism, nor succumb to a timid 
id ignoble pessimism. Our nation is that one among 
1 the nations of the earth which holds in its hands 
ie fate of the coming years. We enjoy exceptional 
(vantages, and are menaced by exceptional dangers; 20 
id all signs indicate that we shall either fail greatly 
succeed greatly. I firmly beheve that we shall suc- 
ed; but we must not foolishly bUnk the dangers by 
lidi we are threatened, for that is the way to fail. On 
e contrary, we must soberly set to work to find out all is 
> can about the existence and extent of every evil, must 
knowledge it to be such, and must then attack it with 
yielding resolution. There are many such evils, and 
ch must be fought after a separate fashion; yet there is 
e quality which we must bring to the solution ot evox:^ ^^ 
DbJesn, — that is, an intense and iersad kTxi<iTVQ»xs>sKs.. 
• sMU never he successful ewer Wie doj\?fiX't»> \\\^^^ ^^^^- 
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^%it us; we shall never achieve true greatness, nor reiiiL 
9ie lofty ideal which the f ounderB and pneservers di our 
mighty Federal Republic have set before us, imieBB ve 
are Americans in heart and soul, in spirit and puzpon, 

5 keenly ahve to the responsibility implied in the VBry name 
of American, and proud beyond measure of tiie ^orioas 
privilege of bearing it. 

There are two or three sides to the qnestioQ of Ameri- 
canism, and two or three senses in which the word 

ID *' Americanism'' can be used to express the antithesis d 
what is unwholesome and undesirable. In the first place ve 
wish to be broadly American and national, as opposed to 
being local or sectional. We do not wish, in politieB, k 
literature, or in art, to develop that unwholesome paiodnl 

15 spirit, that over-exaltation of the little community at ds 
expense of the great nation, which produces what has hen 
described as the patriotism of the village, the patriotin 
of the belfry. Politically, the indulgence (^ this spirit im 
ihe chief cause of the calamities which befell tiie aaciBit 

2orepubHcs of Greece,° the mediaeval republics of Itfl^f/ 
aiMi the petty States of Germany^ as it was in the U 
century. It is this spirit of provincial patriotiBixi, tfaii 
inabihty to take a view of broad adhesion to the 'rinlB 
nation that has been the chief among the causes that bm 

25 produced such anarchy in the South American fitatai^ 
and which have resulted in presenting to us, not one pak 
Spanish-American federal nation stretching front 4b 
Rio Grande to Cape Horn, but a squabbling nu 



of revolution-ridden States, not one of which stands 
join the second rank as a power. However, x)olitiicallf Hm 

queBtion of Amervcan na\ivoTffi2i^ \!A& Vro^ ^K^^IteL ohi 
for all. We are no \oivgK m ^x^^jst c^ ^c^s^RRdosoi^^'^ii 
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;he shameful and contemptible dieasteis thst have 
tlie Spanish pos8es»(»is oa this eontinent ainee 
"ew off the yoke of Spain. Indeed there is^ all 
our life, very mudii less of this parochial spirit than 
IS farmeriy. Still there is an oeeasional oiiten^;HS 
e and thoe; and it is just as well that we should 
idily ia miiid the futility of talking of a Northern 
e or a Soathem Uterature, an Eastern or a West- 
ol <rf art or science. The "Sewanee Review'' and 
'etland Moothly/' like the "Century" and the to 
iCy" do good worky not merely for one section, of 
try, but for American literature as a whole. Their 
ealiy Boeans as mudi for Am^cans who ha][^}en to 
Tew York or Boston as for Americans who happrai 
n the Gulf States or on the Pacific slope. Joeiis 
r Harris^ is emphatically a national writer; so is 
wain.* They do not write merely for Georgia or 
y any more than for Illinois or Connecticut; they 
AEoericans and for all people who can read En^ 
is of very great consequence that we shoukl have 20^ 
d ripe literary development in the United States, 
not of the least consequence whethw New York, 
m, or Chicago, or San Francisco becomes the ht-^ 
itre of the United States. 

is a second side to this question of a broad Amar- 2S 
however. The patriotism of the village or the 
bady but the lack of all patriotian is even wcmse. 
re pliiiosoi^ers vrbo assure us that, in the future, 
m win be regarded not as a virtue at all, but 
IB a mental stage in the ioumey toward a state ao 
gr when out patriotism wi\l VadviA^fc ^'fe ^^^ti^ifc 
we and all the world. Tbia ma^ Vsft ^o*,\ssx\> '^issfc 
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age of which these philosophers speak is still several aon 
distant. In fact, philosophers of this type are so veij 
advanced that they are of no practical service to the prea 
ent generation. It may be that in ages so remote that w 

5 cannot now understand any of the feelings of those i?h< 
will dwell in them, patriotism will no longer be regarded a 
a virtue, exactly as it may be that in those remote age 
people will look down upon and disr^ard monogami 
marriage; but as things now are and have been for tw 

10 or three thousand years past, and are hkely to be for tw> 
or three thousand years to come, the words "home" am 
"country" mean a great deal. Nor do they show an; 
tendency to lose their significance. At present, treason 
like adultery, ranks as one of the worst of all possiU 

15 crimes. 

X One may fall very far short of treason and yet be ai 
undesirable citizen in the community. The man .wh' 
becomes Europeanized, who loses his power of doinj 
good work on this side of the water, and who loses hi 

20 love for his native land, is not a traitor; but he is a sill: 

and undesirable citizen. He is as emphatically a noxiou 

element in our body politic as is the man who comes hsc^ 

i from abroad and remains a foreigner. Nothing will mor 

quickly or more surely disqualify a man from doing gow 

25 work in the world than the acquirement of that flaccid 

habit of mind which its possessors style cosmopolitanism 

^ It is not only necessary to Americanize the immigrant 

of foreign birth who settle among us, but it is even moP 

necessary for those among us who are by birth and desoen 

30 already Americans not to throw away our birthright, and 

with incredible and contemptible foUy, wander back ti 

bow down before the alien gpAa ^nVvohv o\« Vst^^^ii^ 
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iforsook. It is hard to believe that there is any necessity 
to warn Americans that, when they seek to model them- 
selves on the lines of other civilizations, they make them- 
sdves the butts of all right-thinking men; and yet the 
necessity certainly exists to give this warning to many of s 
our citizens who pride themselves on their standing in the 
world of art and letters, or, perchance, on what they 
would style their social leadership in the community. It 
is alwajTS better to be an original than an imitation, even 
when the imitation is of something better than the original; lo 
but ^at shall we say of the fool who is content to be an 
imitation of something worse? Even if the weaklings 
^ seek to be other than Americans were right in deem- 
ing other nations to be better than their o^vn, the fact 
yet remains that to be a first-class American is fifty-fold is 
better than to be a second-class imitation of a Frenchman 
or Englishman. As a matter of fact, however, those of 
our countrymen who do believe in American inferiority 
aft always individuals who, however cultivated, have 
some organic weakness in their moral or mental make-up; 20 
wd the great mass of our people, who are robustly patri- 
otic, and who have sound, healthy minds, are justified in 
ftgaiding these feeble renegades with a half-impatient 
and half-amused scorn. 

We believe in waging relentless war on rank-growing 2s 
evils of all kinds, and it makes no difference to us if they 
bappen to be of purely native growth. We grasp at any 
8ood, no matter whence it comes. We do not accept the 
evil attendant upon another sj'stem of government as an 
adequate excuse for that attendant upon our o^vn; these 
fact atiBt the courtier is a scamp does not leivAet Wve. ^^eoiai- 
i2»»e sny the Jess a scoundrel But it remam^ \x\^fe ^2wa^»> 



I 



' ' - •* r.:.i «r. •r:?"ni:n2«:, no other Ian 

- :•-*: .'-.::•■- :* ::.•:- man able total 

.- .: -•< "r-: :: rviniiins true tia 

• • • -..:..: :".:.v -v rk rraliv worth doii 
•-.-.... r..v :.* Li. Ani-.-r: ::;r.. It isbecau! 

.: :— r"v -till r-?::.::: :i.vir spirit! 

'. :.:. : -: '::.zZ''T,r.'A deference t 

■ " :'. " :..:1 : .■ :. :-.-::i:::.!>h whattht 

; ."• ■ -'. 1" ;.lr.z :::•.• lir.e-? v.-here we ha^ 

; • • 1- '.'!:" :':-:-: ~'r :.:.v-' L.-??'::npli"?h(?dtl 

1 .". .- ::. ::. -; rr- :•?--!• -ns where the 

*:* " " i: n-.'.rvly a -.^-i--? ppjfitinglj 

• * ..' •^■-•r !.:.vv pr- iu .-rd oiif greatc 
•* ." 1 -■ .:••■-=::»:•. :.:..: • r:.t'>r^: «»urexpk 

-.•».-"■ • • "** .- — • -»»-.-.. .— r\V'"''»'i-hllildfl 

• •• • ■ ir ii.-x- r.r.i >►:-■-!: :h.;t iheyTR 
• -::..- r. •-!. -r ^ii'rrzy ar.d ingenui 

:."'.. :.:.vv in.'^rr. wi^d-'in froint 

"/ .z' :.!.i z.2.'i?v., rut wb:» havener 

. • ". "^ rkfi. i=.::.i •?•:•!: qtiered. and liv( 

:* - Ari-tri^ar.-: r.r.i on the whole tl 

T — rr. :r.:.r. has :.»>?r. d'-'^e in any otl 

• • - . r: :yrl;v: ;: o-.:r national life. 
..: •. :t > in th:»fae pr». fefsi* •iis where' 

• • "• ..r:->t t> m^'nld them-elves in c 

• ... : r:n< that thvv have «uceededlei 

■nt dav. the failure bein 
the man take? up his al 

. -.T-. . -. \*^'r>•rsfe -i. 'Sfe>5c.Tid-Tate Europ 



•• -. 



4-1 




TRUE AMERICANISM 157 

he can cooqueF in the keen struggle of our national 
Be it lemembered, too, that this same being does 
xeaUjy beccMne a European; he only ceases being an 
and becomes nothing. He throws away a 
priie ifx the sake of a lesser one, and does not even 5 
the ksser one. The painter who goes to Paris, not 
to get two or three years' thorough training in 
art, but with the deliberate purpose of taking up his 
there, and with the intention of following in the 
worn deep by ten thousand earlier travellers, in-io 
of striking off to rise or fall on a new line, thereby 
all chance of doing the best work. He must con- 
hknaelf with aiming at tliat kind of mediocrity which 
in doing fairly well what has already been done 
jr; and he usually never even sees the grandeur and la 
MBturesqueness lying open before the eyes of every man 
can read the book of America's past and the book of 
t's present. Thus it is with the undersized man 
^ letters, who flees his country because he, with his deli- 
^^, effeminate sensitiveness, finds the conditions of 20 
Be on this side of the water crude and raw; in other words, 
be finds that he cannot play a man's part among 
I, and so goes where he will be sheltered from the winds 
^t harden stouter souls. This emigre may write grace- 
*! and pretty verses, essays, novels; but he will never do 25 
^tak to compare with that oi his brother, who is strong 
though to litand on his own feet, and do his work as an 
^tnerican. Thus it is with the scientist who spends 
JB jTOUth in a German university, and can thenceforth 
ftsk only in the fields already fifty times furrowed b^ v^ 
be GeaaoD ploughs. Thus it is with ttial TftoeX) IwXa^ <^^^ 
uenta who sends his children to be eduea^^ s^orco^,^*^*^ 
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knowing — ^what every clearnsighted man from Waahiii|l 
and Jay down has known — ^that the American ivfao is 
make his way in America should be brought up among 
fellow Americans. It is among the people who like 
5 consider themselves, and, indeed, to a large extent are, 
leaders of the so-called social world, especially in som 
the northeastern cities, that this colonial habit of thou| 
this thoroughly provincial spirit of admiration for thi 
foreign, and inability to stand on one's own feet, beoa 

10 most evident and most despicable. We thoroughly 
lieve in every kind of honest and lawful pleasure, so 1 
as the getting it is not made man's chief business; and 
beUeve heartily in the good that can be done by mei 
leisure who work hard in their leisure, whether at polj 

\%ov philanthropy, Uterature or art. But a leisure c 
whose leisure simply means idleness is a curse to the c 
munity, and in so far as its members distinguish th 
selves chiefly by aping the worst — ^not the best — ^trait 
similar people across the water, they become both co 

ib and noxious elements of the body politic. 

_ The third sense in which the word "Americanism" i 
be employed is with Reference to the Americanizing of 
newcomers to our shores. We must Americanize ther 
every way, in speech, in political ideas and principles, 

25 in their way of looking at the relations between Church 
State. We welcome the German or the Irishman who 

V comes an American. We have no use for the Germa: 
Irishman who remains such. We do not wish Gem 
Americans and Irish-Americans who figure as such in 

30 social and political life; we want only Americans, and, ' 
vided they are such, we do not care whether they are r 

'tJve or of Irish or of German ancestry . N^ e\vaN^\ 
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healthy American community for a German-American 
>te or an Irish-American vote, and it is contemptible 
smagogy to put planks into any party platform with the 
urpose of catching such a vote. We have no room for 
ny people who do not act and vote simply as Americans, 5 
ad as nothing else. Moreover, we have as little use for 
eojrfe who carry religious prejudices into our politics as 
)r those who carry prejudices of caste or nationality. We 
and unalterably in favor of the public-school system in 
8 entirety. We believe that the English, and no other lo 
mguage, is that in which all the school exercises should be 
inducted. We are against any division of the school 
ind, and against any appropriation of public money for 
xstarian purposes. We are against any recognition 
iiatever by the State in any shape or form of State- is 
ided parochial schools. But we are equally opposed to 
Dy discrimination against or for a man because of his 
peed. We demand that all citizens, Protestant and 
iatholic, Jew and Gentile, shall have fair treatment in 
very way; that all alike shall have their rights guaranteed 20 
Mm. The very reasons that make us unquaHfied in our 
ppodtion to State-aided sectarian schools make us equally 
ent that, in the management of our public schools, the 
dherents of each creed shall be given exact and equal 
istice, wholly without regard to their religious affihations; 25 
^t trustees, superintendents, teachers, scholars, all alike, 
liall be treated without any reference whatsoever to the 
reed they profess. We maintain that it is an outrage, in 
oting for a man for any position, whether State or national, 
5 take into account his religious faith, provided q\^ \sfc^^ 
' a good American, When a secret society ^c>fe"& ^\iaX» \sn. 
me places the American ProtectWe K^^oqa2»\aow ^^«»s> 
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to have done, and tries to proscribe CaibdbsB both 
politically and socially, the members of sudi sodety show 
that they themselves are as utterly un-Americaii, as tSea. 
to our school of political thought, as the worst iiniiiiRrantB 

5 who land on our shores. This conduct is equally base and 
contemptible; they are the worst foes of our pol^Hsehod 
system, because they strengthen the hands of its iilkar 
montane enemies; they should receive ihe hearty coDr 
demnation of all Americans who are truly patriotic. 

10 The mighty tide of immigration to our riioreB has 
brought in its train much of good and much of evil; and 
whether the good or the evil shall predominate dependB 
mainly on whether these newcomers do or do not thiow 
diemselves heartily into our national life, eeaae to be 

15 European, and become Americans like liie rest of us. 
More than a third of the people of the Narthem Statai 
are of foreign birth or parentage. An immAnHft number 
of them have become completely Am^canized, and 
these stand on exactly the same plane as the desceod- 

20 ants of any Puritan, Cavalier, or Knickerbocker among 
us, and do their full and h(xiorable share of the 

V nation's work. But where immigrants, or the sons d 
inmiigrants, do not heartily and in good faith throw in 
their lot \vith us, but cling to the speech, the castoma, 

25 the ways of life, and the habits of tiiought of the Old 
World which they have left, they liieieby harm both them- 
selves and us. If they remain aJien elements, unasaimilaled, 
and with interests separate from ours, th^ are mere ob- 
structions to the current of our national lifts, and, morB- 

30over, can get no good from it themselves. la iact, ihaai^ 
we ourselves also suffer from tiMar ^perrossifej, it « ihay 
who really suffer most. It is an mxxveaafc V«MriB&» \ft ^^ 
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an inunigrant to change him into an Ameiican 
To bear the name of American is to bear the 
uoDOiable of titles; and whoever does not so b&- 
CMS no business to bear the name at all^ and, if he 
fxom BuDTope, the soon^ he goes back there the 5 

Beadea, the man who does not become Am^iean- 
svetihekas fails to remain a European and be- 
nothing at all. The immigrant camiot possibly 
what he was, or ccsitinue to be a member of the Old 
soeiety. If he tries to retain his old language, in lo 
gjenemtiofia it becomes a barbarous jargon; if he 
* retain his old customs and ways oi life, in a lev 
kioDS he beccMiies an uncouth boor. He has cut 

oS frcnn the Old W(»:ld, and eannot retain his 
bim with it; and if be wishes ever to amount to 15 
M he must throw himself heart and soul, and 
i raervatkn, into the new life to which he has 

rom his own standpoint, it is bey<Hid all question 
ie thing for the immigrant to become thorou^lyio 
aniaed. Moreoyer, from our standpoint, we have 
; to demand it. We freely extend the hand of 
e and oi good-fellowship to every man, no matt« 
da creed or birthplace, who comes here honestly 
on becoming a good United States citizen like the 25 
ua; but we have a right, and it is our duty, to 
1 that he shall indeed become so, and shall not 
i the issues with which we are struggling by inr 
Dg among us Old-World quarrels and prejudices, 
are certain ideas which he must ©ve u^. ¥«: W ia 
lie mast learn that Americaii ^le^ Sa 'YMissiM^RS^s^ 
& exiat&ice oi any fomx cA Wiai^'^> <3t>\sA»^ 
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of any wjr.'njt soriffty having murder for its aim, whethe 
lit Iioiik; or abroad; and he must leam that we exac 
full ri'lif^ious toleration and the complete septaration o 
Clnircli jind Stat<;. Moreover, he must not bring in hi 

5 Old World nu'ii and national antipathies, but musi 
iiiiMp' tlinn into love for our conmion country, anc 
must. tak(» ])rid(^ in the things which we can all tak( 
prid<' in. lie must revere only our flag; not only musi 
it conic iii'st, hut no other flag should even come second 

10 lie nnist learn to cclel^rate Washington's birthday rathei 
than that, of the (JucM?n or Kaiser, and the Fourth oi 
July instead of St. Patrick's Day. Our political anc 
Muial questions r.iust be settled on their own merits, anc 
\uA eotn]>lii'attHl by quarrels between England and Ireland 

i>or I'ranee and rierniany, with which we have nothing U 

\\o it is an mnrajre to fight an American political cam 

ivniiu with ivferouiv to questions of European politics 

VU^ve :;ll. the i!uniigrant must learn to talk and thin] 

r.'.ui >. I !itiHl Static. 

:x' r'-.e •.••.'. v.. icr;:\»t vn* tiM.lay can leam much from thi 

v'\:\-. '.. ■•..v v^: ::v i:v.:uicr:mts of the past, who came U 

\' -.x" .V-.-. -.v-.i".- :o :V.v^ Revolutionary- War. Manv of ou 

• ■ ' X • - , ■..>::■..-.:> ': \ ; ^\ '. ;; : i ouiirv" names were home bv mei 

-^.y.* Sovier.* Marion,® Laurens. 

:■.. c;/". :- ^^;:\\ on the whole, the best immi 

K- ^ ''^ . . , ^ , " T^vvivvvi: :?ooner than any other, an< 

. \ . ' • •. ' .- , X " '. '. • ; ;. "ixv'uir.e Aiuerioan in speech, con 

^ .: : ..c ': V. ;: Hol'.ar.ders took longer thai 

^ - ' > -o.\ -.;' vvr.:i\ecely assimilated: never 

. vx . : :"•:, X'l's^rA ^o, vM>2ca«i\aelv to thei) 
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States, Van Buren,° were of Dutch blood; but they rose 
to their positions, the highest in the land, because they 
had become Americans and had ceased being Hollanders. 
If they had remained members of an alien body, cut off 
by their speech and customs and belief from the rest of 5 
the American community, Schuyler would have lived his 
life as a boorish, provincial squire, and Van Buren would 
have ended his days a small tavern-keeper. So it is with 
the Germans of Pennsylvania. Those of them who be- 
came Americanized have furnished to our history a mul- lo 
titude of honorable names, from the days of the Miihlen- 
bergs** onward; but those who did not become Americanized 
form to the present day an unimportant body, of no 
significance in American existence. So it is with the 
Irish, who gave to Revolutionary annals such names as is 
Carrol° and Sullivan, ° and to the Civil War men Hke 
Sheridan° and Shields,® — all men who were Americans 
and nothing else: while the Irish who remain such, and 
busy themselves solely with alien politics, can have only 
an unhealthy influence upon American life, and can 20 
never rise as do their compatriots who become straight- 
out Americans. Thus it has ever been with all people 
who have come hither, of whatever stock or blood. 

But I wish to be distinctly understood on one point. 
Americanism is a question of spirit, convictions, and pur- 25 
pose, not of creed or birthplace. The politician who bids 
for the Irish or German vote, or the Irishman or German 
who votes as an Irishman or German, is despicable, for 
all citizens of this commonwealth should vote solely as 
Americans; but he is not a whit less d^^i^vi^VAa \3oax>L ^^r^^j; 
voter who votes against a good Arcvme^xv, x^'Kt^ ^^^^ 
cause that American happens to \iaNei\iecv\Vi^^^^'vcv"S:xs 



164 ROOSEVELTS WRITINGS 

land or Germany. Know-nothingism, in any forai 
as utterly un-American as foreignism. It is a bsae < 
rage to oppose a man because of his reUgion or bi 
place, and all good citizens will hold any.sueh cffor 
s abhorrence. A Scandinavian, a German, or an Ii 
man who has really become an American has the r 
to stand on exactly the same footing as any native-i 
dtizen in the land, and is just as much entitled 
the friendship and support, social and political, of 

10 neighbors. Among the men with whom I have I 
iiirown in close personal contact socially, and who I 
been among my staunchest friends and allies politio 
are not a few Americans who happ^i to have been 1 
on the other side of the water, in Germany, Irdj 

15 Scandinavia; and I know no better men in the rank 
our native-born citizens. 

In closing, I cajinot better express the ideal attil 
that should be taken by our fellow-citizens of for 
birth than by quoting the words of a i«{»iesenta 

20 American, born in Germany, the Honorable Rid 
Guenther, of Wisconsin. In a speech spoken at the \ 
oi the Samoan trouble,° he said: 

' * We know as well as any other class of AmeciGaii diti 
where our duties belong. We will work for our coui 

25 in time of peace and fight for it in time of war, if a i 
of war should ever come. When I say our coimtr; 
mean, of eourse, our adopted country. I mean the Un 
States of America. After passing through the «nic 
of naturalization, we are no longer Germans; we 

30 Americans. Our attachment to America eaonoi 
measured by the length of our xe^desiQ^ b^c^ W 

Aaancaas from the moiaent w« tiwiOik ^^ 
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fo)re until we are laid in American graves. We will 
ight for Ameriea whatever neoesBary. America, first, 
ist, and all the time. America against Germany, America 
M&Bt the woiid; America, right or wrong; always 
Qfteriea. We are Americans." s 

Ail honor to the man who spoke such words as those; 
d I believe they express the feelings of the great majority 
those among our fellow-American citizens who were 
rn. abroad. We Americans can only do our allotted 
fc well if we face it steadily and bravely, seeing but i 
t> fearing the dangers. Above all we must stand shoul- 
" to shoulder, not asking as to the anoestr}'' or creed 
omr oomrades, but only demanding that they be in 
•y truth Americans, and that we all work together, 
^ti-t, hdnd, and head, for the hanxx and the greatness] 
CKar common country. 
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THE STRENUOUS LIFE* 

Gentlemen: — In speaking to you, men of the i 
city of the West, men of the State which gave to tl 
try Lincohi and Grant, men who preeminently i 
tinctly embody all that is most American in the 

5 can character, I wish to preach not the doctrine of 
ease but the doctrine of the strenuous life; the lif 
and effort; of labor and strife; to preach that 
form of success which comes not to the man whc 
mere easy peace but to the man who does not shri 

10 danger, from hardship, or from bitter toil, and wh 
these wins the splendid ultimate triumph. 

A life of ignoble ease, a life of that peace which 
merely from lack either of desire or of power t 
after great things, is as little worthy of a nation 

15 individual. I ask only that what every self-re 
American demands from himself, and from his so: 
be demanded of the American nation as a whole 
among you would teach your boys that ease, that 
to be the first consideration in your eyes — to be 

20 mate goal after which they strive? You men of 
have made this city great, you men of Illinois ha 
your share, and more than your share, in making . 
great, because you neither preach nor practice sue! 
trine. You work yourselves, and you bring up y< 

25 to work. If you are rich, and are worth your s 
will teach your sons that though they may have 
it is not to be spent in idleness; for wisely usee 

^Repnnted by permission from Tlie SlTenriuoui 
righted by The Century Company. 
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merely means that those who possess it, being free from 
the necessity of working for their livelihood, are all the 
more bound to carry on some kind of non-remunerative 
work in science, in letters, in art, in exploration, in his- 
torical research — ^work of the type we most need in this 5 
country, the successful carrying out of which reflects most 
honor upon the nation. 

We do not admire the man of timid peace. We admire 
the man who embodies victorious effort; the man who 
flever wrongs his neighbor; who is prompt to help a lo 
fefend; but who has those virile qualities necessary to win 
^ the stem strife of actual life. It is hard to fail; but it 
8 Worse never to have tried to succeed. In this life we 
JBt nothing save by effort. Freedom from effort in the 
''©Sent, merely means that there has been stored up is 
^ort in the past. A man can be freed from the necessity 
^ "Work only by the fact that he or his fathers before him 
*Ve worked to good purpose. If the freedom thus pur- 
^^Hsed is used aright, and the man still does actual work, 
^ough of a different kind, whether as a writer or a general, 20 
^Hether in the field of politics or in the field of explora- 
tion and adventure, he shows he deserves his good fortune. 
But if he treats this period of freedom from the need of 
actual l^-bor as a period not of preparation but of mere 
enjoyment, he shows that he is simply a cumberer on the 25 
earth's surface; and he surely unfits himself to hold his 
own with his fellows if the need to do so should again 
arise. A mere life of ease is not in the end a satisfactory 
\itey and above all it is a life which ultimately unfits those 
?(rho follow it for serious work in the world. 30 

As it is with the individuaY ?>o \\i \sm^^'i \\a^\^^. ^^» 
a base untruth to say ttiat \vap\>^ \a "Owi xsa.Nk'^'^*^^^'^^^ 
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K> historf . ThrLee happ^r iff the nation that hAS a ^bti- 
OUB hifitory.. Far better it is to dare mi^ty thingi^ to wki 
f^briDua tiiuzni^, even thoo^ check^^ by faihiie, thaa • 
to take rank with those poor spirits who neither etkior 

Kmaeh nor suffer much because they Hve in the giay twi- 
li^xt that knows neither victory nor defeat. If in 1861 
the men who loved the Union had believed that peace 
was the end of all things and war and strife a worst d all 
things, and had acted up to their belief, we would have 

it saved hundreds of thousands of hves, we would have saved 
hundreds of milHons of dollars. Moreover, besides savifig 
all the bk)od and treasure we then lavished, we would 
have prevented the heart-break of many womt^^, the dis- 
solution of many homes; and we would have spaxed tiaie 

15 country those months of gloom and shame whea it seemed 
as if our armies mardaed only to defeat. We could have 
avraded all this suffering simply by shrinking from stiifeu 
And if we had thus avoided it we would have shown tkaJl 
we were weaklings and that we were unfit to stand aDQoqg 

30 the great nations of the earth. Thank God for the iron 
in the blood of our fathers, the men who uf^ld the wis- 
dom of Lincoln and bore sword or rifle in the armiea of 
Grant 1 Let us, the children of the Baen who ptoved 
themselves equal to the mighty days — let us, the childrea 

25 of the men t^o carried the great Civil War to a triia»- 
phant conclusion, praise the God of our fathers that the 
ignoble counsels of peace were rejected, that the suiFeii&g 
and loss^ the blackness of sorrow and despair, were Uft- 
flinchingly faced and the years of strife endured; for is 

30 the end the slave was freed, the Union restored,^ and t^ 
mighty American RepubUc placed once more as a hel- 
laeted queen among nations. 
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SiTe of ikat generation do not have to face a task Bueb 
thai our falters faoed, but we have our tasks, and woe 
us if we fail to perform them! We cannot, if we would, 
ly the part of China, and be content to rot by indies 
ignoble ease witiiin our borders, taking no interest in 5 
iflt goes on beyond them; sunk in a scrambHng oon^ 
gtaaiisin; heedless of the higher life, the life of aspira- 
n, of kdl and risk; busying ourselves only with the 
iDts of our bodies for the day; until suddenly we should 
d, beyond a Shadow of question, what China has already i% 
ind, iiiat in this world the nation that has trained itself 
a cmreer of unwariike and isolated ease is bound in the 
i to go down before other nations which have not lost 
i manly and adventurous quahties. If we are to be a 
lAy great people, we must strive in good f aitib to play is 
gxeat part in iiie world. We cannot avoid meeting 
sat issues. All that we can determine for ourselves is 
lether we shall meet them well or ill. Last year we 
Bid nart help being brought face to face with the prob- 
n of wir with Spain. All we could decide was whethar20 
\ sboaki Bhrink like cowards from the contest or enter 
x» it as beseemed a brave and high-spirited people; aad, 
ce ia, whether failure or success should a*own our ban- 
re. So it is now. We cannot avoid the responsibilities 
it conbKmt us in Hawaii, Cuba, Porto Eico, and the 25 
olipfiines. All we can decide is whether we shall meet 
em in a way that will redound to the national credit, or 
ledier we shall make of our dealings with these new 
oblems a daik and shameful page in our history. To 
'use to deal with them at all merely amoimts to dealing so 
til Haem hadJy. We have a g^ven. ptcJcAsaa-Xft 'ssk^. ^ 
undertake the solution thexe \s, ol cQvii»fc,«iw«a^^»»^ 
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ger that we may not solve it aright, but to refuse to u 
take the solution simply renders it certain that we a 
possibly solve it aright. 
The timid man, the lazy man, the man who dis 

5 his country, the overcivihzed man, who has lost the 
fighting, masterful virtues, the ignorant man and the 
of dull mind, whose soul is incapable of feeling the nc 
lift that thrills "stern men with empires in their braii 
all these, of course, shrink from seeing the nation i 

10 take its new duties; shrink from seeing us build a nav 
army adequate to our needs; shrink from seeing 
our share of the worid's work by bringing order < 
chaos in the great, fair tropic islands from which the 
of our soldiers and sailors has driven the Spanisl: 

15 These are the men who fear the strenuous life, wh 
the only national life which is really worth leading, 
believe in that cloistered hfe which saps the hardy m 
in a nation, as it saps them in the individual; or ela 
are wedded to that base spirit of gain and greed 

20 recognizes in commerciahsm the be-all and end- 
national life, instead of reahzing that, though an 
pensable element, it is after all but one of the mar 
ments that go to make up true national greatness 
countpr can long endure if its foundations are nc 

25 deep in the material prosperity which comes from 
from business energy and enterprise, from hard uns] 
effort in the fields of industrial activity; but neitiw 
any nation ever yet truly great if it relied upon mi 
prospenty alone. All honor must be paid to the 

30tects of our material prosperity; to the great capta 
mdustiy who have buUt out is^e^^oTY^ ^tv4 ^>xt xail 
to the strong men who toVi iot -n^sXWi ^^VN^x^yol q 
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»t is the debt of the nation to these and their kind, 
ir debt is yet greater to the men whose highest type 
)e found in a statesman hke Lincoki, a soldier like 
They showed by their lives that they recognized 
w of work, the law of strife; they toiled to win as 
tence for themselves and those dependent upon 
but they recognized that there were yet other and 
3ftier duties — duties to the nation and duties to the 

cannot sit huddled within our own borders andio 
ourselves merely an assemblage of well-to-do huck- 
vho care nothing for what happens beyond. Such 
y would defeat even its own end; for as the nations 
have ever wider and wider interests and are brought 
oser and closer contact, if we are to hold our own is 
struggle for naval and commercial supremacy, we 
build up our power without our own borders. We 
build the Isthmian canal, and we must grasp the 
of vantage which will enable us to have our say in 
ig the destiny of the oceans of the East and the 20 

• • • 

each to you, then, my countrymen, that our country 
lot for the life of ease, but for the life of strenuous 
vov. The Twentieth Century looms before us big 
ihe fate of many nations. If we stand idly by, if 25 
jk merely swollen, slothful ease, and ignoble peace, 
shrink from the hard contests where men must win 
jard of their lives and at the risk of all they hold 
then the bolder and stronger peoples will pass us by 
ill win for themselves the domination of the world. 30 
3 there/ore boldly face the liie ol sVrvi^, T<$^<^w\fc \Rk 
duty well and manfully; resolule \.o >r^<^^^'^^ 
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eoiuaeas by deed and by word; fesohite to be botl 
and Inrave, to serve hi^ ideals^ yet to* use i 
methods. Above all, let us ekaiok from no stiifi 
or physical, within or without the nation, prov 
sare certain that the strife is justified; for it is only 
strife, tiirough hard and dangerous endeavor, ' 
ihall uttimatdy win the goal of true natkwia} greati 
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No people on earth have more cause to be thankful 
va. ours, and this is said reverently, in no spirit of 
islfaln^HS in our own strength, but with gratitude 

tfce Giver of Good, who has blessed us with the 
iditions which have enabled us to achieve so large as 
susure of well-being and of happiness. To us as a peo- 

it has been granted to lay the foundations of our na- 
lal hfe in a new continent. We are the heirs of the 
8, and yet we have had to pay few of the penalties 
ich in old oountries are exacted by the dead hand of lo 
ygone civilization. We have not been obliged to fight 

our existence against any alien race; and yet our 

has called for the vigor and effort without which the 
nlier and hardier virtues wither away. Under such 
ditions it would be our own fault if we failed; and the is 
oess idaich we have had in the past, the success which 
<x)n6dently believe the future will bring, should cause 
us no feeling of vain glory, but rather a deep and 
riing reahzation of all which life has offered us; a full 
Dowledgment of the responsibility which is ours; and 20 
Lxed determination to show that under a free govern- 
nt a mighty people can thrive best, alike as regards the 
igB of the body and the things of the soul, 
^uch has been given to us, and much will rightly be 
leeted from us. We have duties to others and duties 2S 
oureelves; and we can shirk neither. We have be- 
ne a great nation, forced by the fact of its greatness 
lotions with the other natioiia ol >3cft ^»s?^\ ^s^sSs. 
Tuat bdmve as beseenis a peo^^ ^VJcl ^ai^ ^c^s^"^^- 
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>>t$iiities. Toward all other nations, large and small, our 

■ attitude must be one of cordial and sincere friendship. 

We must show not only in our words but in our deeds 

that wfe are earnestly desirous of securing their good vfSi 

5 by acting toward them in a spirit of just and generous 
recognition of all their rights. But justice and generosity 
in a nation, as in an individual, count most when shown 
not by the weak but by the strong. While ever careful 
to refrain from wronging others, we must be no less in- 

10 sistent that we are not wronged ourselves. We wish 
peace; but we wish the peace of justice, the peace of 
righteousness. We wish it because we think it is right 
and not because we are afraid. No weak nation that 
acts manfully and justly should ever have cause to fear 

15 us, and no strong power should ever be able to single us 
out as a subject for insolent aggression. 

Our relations with the other Powers of the world are 
important; but still more important are our relations 
among ourselves. Such growth in wealth, in population, 

20 and in power as this nation has seen during the century 
and a quarter of its national life is inevitably accompanied 
by a like growth in the problems which are ever before 
everj" nation that rises to greatness. Power invariably 
means both responsibility and danger. Our forefathers 

25 faced certain perils which we have outgrown. We now 
face other perils, the very existence of which it was im- 
I-wssible that they should foresee. Modern life is both 
complex and intense, and the tremendous changes wrought 
by the extraordinar\' industrial development of the last 

30 ha f century are felt in every fiber of our social and 
vpomical being. Nevet beiox^ Vi«^4^ x^kd. tdsd «o vast 
oJia formidable an expenmexvX. ^ XXvaX. ci\ ^TKssa^yBCss 
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affairs of a continent under the form of a democratic 
iblic. The conditions, which have told for our mar- 
us material well-being, which have developed to a 
r high degree our energy, self-reliance, and individual 
iative, have also brought the care and anxiety in- 5 
irable from the accumulation of great wealth in in- 
brial centers. Upon the success of our experiment 
)h depends; not only as regards our own welfare, but 
•egards the welfare of mankind. If we fail, the cause 
Tee self-government throughout the world will rock lo 
its foundations; and therefore our responsibility is 
vy, to ourselves, to the world as it is to-day, and to 
generations yet unborn. There is no good reason why 
should fear the future but there is every good reason 
' we should face it seriously, neither hiding from our- is 
es the gravity of the problems before us nor fearing to 
roach these problems with the unbending, unfiinch- 
purpose to solve them aright. 

et, after all, though the problems are new, though 
tasks set before us differ from the tasks set before 20 
fathers who founded and preserved this Republic, 
spirit in which these tasks must be undertaken and 
8 problems faced, if our duty is to be well done, 
ains essentially unchanged. We know that self- 
jrnment is difficult. We know that no people needs 2S 
I high traits of character as that people which seeks 
;ovem its affairs aright through the freely expressed 
of the freemen who compose it. But we have faith 
we shall not prove false to the memories of the men 
he mighty past. They did their work, they left us 30 
splendid heritage we now en^oy. '^^ \Dl w«. *vj3k^ 
an assured confidence that. ^^ ^mJ^ \k^ "5^^^ *^ 
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,leave this heritage unwasted and enlarged to oui dn 
and our children's children. To do so we must sho' 
merely in great crises, but in the everyday affairs < 
the qualities of practical intelligence, of coura] 

5 hardihood and endurance, and above all the poi 
devotion to a lofty ideal, vrhich made great the me 
founded this Republic in the days of Washington, 
made great the men who preserved this Republic : 

idays of Abraham Lincoln. 



\ 



THE MAN WITH THE MUCK-RAKE 

EB a century ago Washington laid the comer-stone 
e Capitol® in what was then little more than a tract 
xxied wilderness here beside the Potomac. We now 
it necessary to provide by great additional buildings 
he business of the Government. This growth in the s 
for the housing of the Government is but a proof 
example of the way in which the Nation has grown 
the sphere of action of the National Government has 
n. We now administer the affairs of a Nation in 
li the extraordinary growth of population has been lo 
gripped by the growth of wealth and the growth in 
Dlex interests. The natural problems that face us 
ly are not such as they were in Washington's time, but 
jnderl3dng facts of human nature are the same now 
ley were then. Under altered external form we war is 
the same tendencies toward evil that were evident 
Washington's time, and are helped by the same tend- 
is for good. It is about some of these that I wish to 
t word to-day. 

Bunyan's® "Pilgrim's Progress" you may recall the 20 
iption of the Man with the Muck-rake,® the man 
could look no way but downward, with the muck- 
in his hand; who was offered a celestial crown for 
luck-rake, but who would neither look up nor regard 
5rown he was offered, but continued to rake to him- 25 
ihe filth of the floor. 

*' Pilgrim's Progress" the Man with the Muck-rake 
i forth as the example of him whose 'm\o\i\s»%3£^'3^ 
/ Instead of on spiritual things. 'YeY. \ia sNa» \:"f^j&s5a» 
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the man who in this life consistently refuses to see 
that is lofty, and fixes his eyes with solemn int< 
only on that which is vile and debasing. Now, it 
necessary that we should not flinch from seeing "^ 

5 vile and debasing. There is filth on the floor, and : 
be scraped up with the muck-rake; and there ar< 
and places where this service is the most needed 
the services that can be performed. But the mf 
never does anything else, who never thinks or sp 

10 writes save of his feats with the muck-rake, s 
becomes, not a help to society, not an incitement t 
but one of the most potent forces for evil. 

There are, in the body politic, economic, and 
many and grave evils, and there is urgent necesi 

15 the sternest war upon them. There should be re 
exposure of and attack upon every evil man, "s 
poHtician or business man, every evil practice, > 
in politics, in business, or in social hfe. I hail as 
factor every writer or speaker, every man who, 

20 platform, or in book, magazine, or newspaper, witV 
less severity makes such attack, provided always 
in his turn remembers that the attack is of use oi 
is absolutely truthful. The har is no whit better t 
thief, and tf his mendacity takes the form of slai 

25 may be worse than most thieves. It puts a premiu 
knavery untruthfully to attack an honest man, 
with hysterical exaggeration to assail a bad mi 
untruth. An epidemic of indiscriminate assaul 
character does no good, but very great harm. Th< 

30 every scoundrel is gladdened whenever an honest 

assailed, or even when a sco\iii^^\Sa\m\jcv5.\M>^^^ \ 

ivow, it is easy to twist out ol ^"a.-^ ^XNaJ^A.^ 
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isy to affect to misunderstand it, and, if it is slurred 
1 repetition, not difficult really to misunderstand 
me persons are sincerely incapable of understand- 
a,t to denounce mud-slinging does not mean the 
jment of whitewashing; and both the interested 5 
uals who need whitewashing, and those others 
ractice mud-slinging, like to encourage such con- 
of ideas. One of the chief counts against those 
lake indiscriminate assault upon men in business 
I in public life is that they invite a reaction which lo 
! to tell powerfully in favor of the unscrupulous 
rel who really ought to be attacked, who ought to 
osed, who ought, if possible, to be put in the peni- 
y. If Aristides® is praised overmuch as just, people 
d of hearing it; and overcensure of the imjust finally is 
)m similar reasons results in their favor. 

excess is almost sure to invite a reaction; and, 
inately, the reaction, instead of taking the form of 
ment of those guilty of the excess, is very apt to 
[le form either of punishment of the unoffending 20 
jiving immunity, and even strength, to offenders, 
fort to make financial or political profit out of the 
jtion of character can only result in public calamity, 
and reckless assaults on character, whether on the 
or in newspaper, magazine, or book, create a morbid 25 
cious public sentiment, and at the same time act 
)rofound deterrent to able men of normal sensi- 
;s and tend to prevent them from entering the public 

at any price. As an instance in point, I may 
n that one serious difficulty encountered in getting 30 
rht type of men to dig the PaivaTasu ^^\Na^ Ss» *CfeR. 
y that they will be exjKised, bo\\\ "wvJOaaviV^ «s\.$y.A 
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am sorry to say, sometimes within, Congress, to utterly 
reekless assaults on tbor character and capacity. 

At the risk of repetition let me say again that my pleft 
is, not for immunity to but for the most unsparing ex- 

5 posure of the politician who betrays his trust, oi the bis 
business man who makes or spends his fortune in lU^itb- 
mate or corrupt ways. There should be a resolute efEort 
to hunt every such man out of the position he has dis- 
graced. Expose the crime, and hunt down the eriminal; 

10 but remember that even in the case of crime, if it is at^ 
tacked in sensational, lurid, and untruthful fashion, the 
attack may do more damage to the public mind than the 
crime itself. It is because I feel that there should be no 
rest in the endless war against the forces of evil that I 

15 ask that the war be conducted with sanity as well as with 
resolution. The men with the muck-rakes are often in- 
dispensable to the well-being of society; but only if they 
know when to stop raking the muck, and to look upward 
to the celestial crown above them, to the crown oi worthy 

20 ^ideavor. There are beautiful things above and round 
about them; and if they gradually grow to feel that the 
whole world is nothing but muck, their power of usefulr 
ness is gone. If the idtde picture is painted black, there 
remains no hue whereby to single out the rascals for dis- 

25 tinction from their fellows. Such painting finally ioducea 
a kind of moral color-blindness; and people affected by it 
come to the conclusion that no man is really blade, and 
no man really white, but that all are gray. In other wcnrds, 
they believe ndther in the truth of the attack, nor in the 

30 honesty of the man who is attacked; they grow as sua- 

IMcious c^ the accusation as of the offence; it becomes w^ 

m^ hopeless to stir them either to vrr^th. s^mat 
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>r to eittiliusiasm for what ie right; and such a meastal 
le in tlie ptibHc gives hope to every knave, and is 
spau- taf honest men. 

stasafl iStud gitea/t and admitted evils of our polatkai 
idustrial life with euoh orude and swe^ng gener- 5 
9ns ^as to inchide decent men in the general eon- 
iiosL means the^ searing of the public ^onscieiice. 
resolte a general a,ttitude either of cynical belief 
[ indifferenee to public corruption or else of a dis- 
d inability %o discriminate between the good aaidds 
d. l^t^aer 'aMiitude is fraught with untold damage 
country as a whole. The fool who has not aense 
Bi^Bunate between what is good and wiiat is bad 
kiigh «B ^dangerous as the man who does discrim- 
BBod yet daooses the bad. There is nothing momeis 
eisg to CTwry good patriot, to every good Americaai, 
;he 3uuni, scoffing spirit which treats the aU^alioa 
bonesty in « pnabhc man as a cause for laiog^ter. 
ati^a^ter is wonse liian the crackling of thorns'' <uader 
for it denotes not merely liie vacant mind, but the 20 
in whidh :hi^ •emotions have been choked before 
xraid -grow to ^iiitaoai. 

3re is any ssEOfytsusAj of good in the world, and there 
was a tin^ when loftier and more disinterested work 
e betterroient of mankind was being done than now. 25 
■oreee tfeat tend for evil are great and terrible but 
nxses (A trudi and love and courage and hoinesty 
enCTosity and sjrmpathy are also stronger than ever 
>. It k a foolish and timid, no less than a wicked 
to blink the fact that the forces of evil are strong, 30 
IB even worse to fail to take into aocoxxo^ ^Soa %\2Deci^iW 
^oroes that tell for good. HysteiicsX ^easa^l\Qra»ii!Kssi. 
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is the very poorest weapon wherewith to fight for lastin 
righteousness. The men who, with stem sobriety an 
truth, assail the many evils of our time, whether in tl 
pubUc press, or in magazines, or in books, are the leade 

5 and allies of all engaged in the work for social and pdit 
cal betterment. But if they give good reason for distni 
of what they say, if they chill the ardor of those wl 
demand truth as a primary virtue, they thereby betK 
the good cause, and play into the hands of the very m< 

10 against whom they are nominally at war. 

In his "Ecclesiastical PoHty"° that fine old Elizabethi 
divine. Bishop Hooker, wrote: 

"He that goeth about to persuade a multitude th 
they are not so well governed as they ought to be sh) 

15 never want attentive and favorable hearers, because thi 
know the manifold defects whereunto every kind of re| 
men is subject; but the secret lets and difficulties, whi 
in pubKc proceedings are innumerable and inevitab 
they have not ordinarily the judgment to consider." 

20 This truth should be kept constantly in mind by eve 
free people desiring to preserve the sanity and po 
indispensable to the permanent success of self-govemmei 
Yet, on the other hand, it is vital not to permit this spi 
of sanity and self-command to degenerate into mere men 

25 stagnation. Bad though a state of hjrsterical excitem( 
is, and evil though the results are which come from i 
violent oscillations such excitement invariably produc 
yet a sodden acquiescence in evil is even worse. At t 
moment we are passing through a period of great unres^ 

30 social, poUtical, and industrial unrest. It is of the utm 
importance for our future that this should prove to be ] 
the unrest of mere rebeUiousness ag,a\3as\.^lft, ol Tassjfc 
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faction with the inevitable inequaUty of conditions, 
the unrest of a resolute and eager ambition to secure 
betterment of the individual and the Nation. So far 
his movement of agitation throughout the country 
s the form of a fierpe discontent with evil, of a deter- s 
ition to punish the authors of evil, whether in industry 
)Iitics, lie feeling is to be heartily welcomed as a sign 
jalthy life. 

on the other hand, it turns into a mere crusade of 
tite against appetite, a contest between the brutal lo 
I of the "have-nots" and the brutal greed of the 
^es," then it has no significance for good, but only 
!vil. If it seeks to estabhsh a. line of cleavage, not 
J the line which divides good men from bad, but along 
other line, running at right angles thereto, which is 
es those who are well off from those who are less 
off, then it will be fraught with immeasurable harm 
e body poUtic. 

3 can no more and no less afford to condone evil in the 
of capital than evil in the man of no capital. The 20 
ihy man who exults because there is a failure of jus- 
n the effort to bring some trust magnate to an account 
is misdeeds is as bad as, and no worse than, the so- 
1 labor leader who clamorously strives to excite a 
class feehng on behalf of some other labor leader who 25 
iphcated in murder. One attitude is as bad as the 
r and no worse; in each case the accused is entitled 
tact justice; and in neither case is there need of action 
)thers which can be construed into an expression of 
pathy for crime. There is nothing more anti-social 30 
democratic republic like outs tVvaw ^wdv NAKVQxys* ^^>s^- 
vousness. The multi-mil\\ona\T^^ ^\vo \>^xA Xw^'OcsKt 
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to prevent the enactment of proper laws for the sui)erTiaoa. 
of the use of wealth, or to assail those who resolute eit* 
force such laws, or to exercise a hidden influence upon lite 
political destinies of parties or individuak in thw owi^ 
s personal interest, are a menace to the whote community; 
and a menace at least as great is offered bjr those laboring 
men yfho band together to defy the liaw, and by their 
openly used influence to coerce law-upholding public 
ojflSjcials. The apologists for either class of offenders are 

10 themselves enemies of good citizenship; and incidentally 
they are also, to a peculiar degree, the enemies ol every 
honest-dealing corporation and every law-abiding labor 
union. 
It is a prime necessity that if the present unrest is to 

15 result in permanent good the emotion shall be trans- 
lated into action, and that the action shall be mailed by 
honesty, sanity, and self-restraint. There is mi^ty 
little good in a mere spasm of reform. The reform tiiat 
counts is that vHtiich comes throu^ steady, ecmtinuous 

20 growth; violent emotionalism leads to exhaustion. 

It is important to this people to grapjde with the 
problems connected with the amassing of enormous fo^ 
tunes, and the use of those fortunes, both corporate 
and individual, in business. We should discruninate in 

25 the sharpest way between fortunes well won and fortunes 
ill won; between those gained as an incident to perf<wm- 
ing great services to the community as a "vdiole, and tha» 
gained in evil fashion by keeping just within the limits 
of mere law-honesty. Of course no matter of charity in 

30 spending such fortunes in any way compensates for JSOh 
conduct in making them. As a xoattAY ot ^^ecaonal con^ 
viction, and without pretending \» ^cs5aRi\>sft >i3c» ^sdyte 
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jQT fftrmiilate tthe system, I feel that we shall «dtima;tely 
hare ito cooaider the adoption ol some such scheme as 
that of a progressive tax on all fortunes, beyond a oertain 
anumnt, either given in life or devised or bequeathed 
upcm death to any individual — a tax so framed as to puts 
it out of iihe power of the owner of one of these enormous 
fortunes to hand on more than a oertain amount to any 
<ttifi individual; the tax, of counse, to be imposed by the 
National and not the State Grovernment. Such taxa- 
tion diould, of course, be aimed merely at the inherit- lo 
JUioe -or transmission in their entirety of those f artunes 
^3VK)Ilen beyond all healthy limits. 

igada, the National Gk)v^:imient must in some form 
exercise sup^'vision over corporations engaged in inter- 
state business — and all large corporations are engaged in is 
inter-rState business, — ^whether by Ucense or otherwise, 
80 as to permit us to deal with the far-reaching evils of 
Over-capitalization. This year we are making a beginniog 
in .the direction of serious effort to settle some of these 
economic problems by the railway rate legislation. Such 20 
legislation, if so framed, as I am sure it will be, as to 
secure definite and tangible results, will amoimt to some- 
thing of itself; and it will amount to a great deal more in 
80 far as it is taken as a first step in the direction of a 
^policy jof superintendence and control over corporate 25 
ivoaltk .eogaged in inter-State commerce, this super- 
intendence and control not to be exercised in a spirit -of 
malevolenoe toward the men who have created the 
secure definite and tangible results, will amoimt to some 
wealth, but with the firm purpose both to do justice to 30 
them and to see that they in theii t\xni dio \o&N^tf^ '^ 
tbe public at Jai^ge, 
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The first requisite in the public servants who ai 
deal in this shape with corporations, whether as 1^ 
tors or as executives, is honesty. This honesty ca 
no respecter of persons. There can be no such thi] 

5 unilateral honesty. The danger is not really from co 
corporations: it springs from the corruption itself, wh 
exercised for or against corporations. 

The eighth commandment reads, "Thou shalt 
steal." It does not read, "Thou shalt not steal fror 

10 rich man." It does not read, "Thou shalt not 
from the poor man." It reads simply and plainly, "' 
shalt not steal. " No good whatever will come from 
warped and mock morality which denounces the mis< 
of men of wealth and forgets the misdeeds practici 

15 their expense; which denounces bribery, but blinds 
to blackmail; which foams with rage if a corpoi 
secures favors by improper methods, and merely 
with hideous mirth if the corporation is itself wro 
The only public servant who can be trusted honest 

20 protect the rights of the pubUc against the misdee 
a corporation is that pubhc man who will just as s 
protect the corporation itself from wrongful a^re: 
If a public man is willing to yield to popular clamo: 
do wrong to the men of wealth or to rich corpora 

25 it may be set down as certain that if the opport 
comes he will secretly ^nd furtively do wrong U 
public in the interest of a corporation. 

But, in addition to honesty, we need sanity. No 
esty will make a public man useful if that man is 

30 or foolish, if he is a hot-headed zealot or an impracti 

visionary. As we strive for reiorm "v?^ ^nd ^XvaA* \\, ^ 

s^ all merely the case of a long upYwiW. p\)SV. Otl \3c 
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rary, there is almost as much of breeching work as of 
»llar work; to depend only on traces means that there will 
oon be a runaway and an upset. The men of wealth 
who to-day are trying to prevent the regulation and 
control of their business in the interest of the pubUc by 5 
the proper Grovemment authorities will not succeed, in 
my judgment, in checking the progress of the movement. 
But if they did succeed they would find that they had 
sown the wind and would surely reap the whirlwind, for 
they would ultimately provoke the violent excesses which 10 
accompany a reform coming by convulsion instead of 
by steady and natural growth. 

On the other hand, the wild preachers of unrest and 
discontent, the wild agitators against the entire exist- 
ing order, the men who act crookedly, whether because is 
of sinister design or from mere puzzle-headedness, the 
men who preach destruction without proposing any sub- 
stitute for what they intend to destroy, or who propose a 
substitute which would be far worse than the existing 
evils — all these men are the most dangerous opponents of 20 
real reform. If they get their way, they will lead the 
people into a deeper pit than any into which they could 
fall under the present system. If they fail to get their 
way, they will still do incalculable harm by provoking the 
kind of reaction which, in its revolt against the senseless 2S 
evil of their teaching, would enthrone more securely than 
ever the very evils which their misguided followers 
believe they are attacking. 

More important than aught else is the development of 
the broadcast sympathy of man for man. The welfare of 30 
the wage-worker, the welfare oi ttv^ ^SXet <il "^ksfc "§.<S^— nss^r?^ 
tiiis depends the welfare of ttie eivWt^ e,o\ixvV\:^\'<^^^ '^S^^ 
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m not to be sought in pulling down others; but tiieir. good 
must be the prime object of all our statesmanship. 

Materially we must strive to secure a broader econaiaw 
opportunity for all men, so that each shall hav« a bette 

s chance to show the stuff of which he is maade, Spwit 
ually and ethically we must strive to- bring about clew 
living and right thinking. We appreciate that the thiag 
of the body are important; but we appreciate also tite 
the things of the soul are immeasurably more important 

10 The foundation stone of national life is, and ever mas 
be, the high individual character of the average citizen. 



THE DEVEUOPHEKTr OF THE AMiEmCAN 

NATION 

At >the ^ouieet I wish to ,s&y & y/wd df ^leoial ^eeltaqg 
k) the fiefpffefieBtatives xof the foreign goveinmeots liere 
Effeeent. The^r baye vocnxie to .assist us in xselebrating ^ ^at 
iras aa v^y tsuoAk tke laidiuiaj ^ this nation, ior it was 
bere that the colonists tSsc^t .s&ttiled,° ^idkose ancozmng,5 
Hrhoee ^o«rtih hom iL^ crmi loinfi juad by vtke addkion 
3f aewooioeie f com abrocad, vxub to mabe ^e peo^e y^cti 
}iieliuadred and.fiixty-inine years later asBumed the snlffmTi 
'e^KmsiboIilieB and wei^ty duties of oan^ilate indegpen- 
ieaoe. lo 

In ^coming aU of jou I must sa^ a special word, first 
io the repeesefLtatisKe of tke peojoile cS Great Britain und 
[reland. The fact that so osiany of mir peo(pla, of ^om 
kfi it happens I myfielf Aim (ffoe, loa^i^ but a very ^mall por- 
iioQ of lii» g|liifilB ji^ood in <our veins, in no way ^alters the 15 
>ther fact tibat ^iki& mation n^as founded by EAglishmen, 
)y the 'C&ysaSaear and the P.tuitan.° Their tongne, law« 
iteratiire, ike fujod •of their ioommon thoi\ght, made im 
K^itaihoe jskicik £1 ^ ms ehar^ amd marked deep the 
Loes akxng wbkh. we Burane 4evEiloped. It was the men of 20 
^^Qgjlish stock who ddd OB^OBt iin £astii^ the mold into which 
nir national dmractor was run. 

Let me furtlbecBaioce greet all <of you,, the representatives 
^ the people -of fKMiUtinental Eur^ope. Tixxna almost every 
latioa of Europe we kave drawm some part of our Mood, 25 
<^ine part of our traiits. This mixture of blood has ^one 
^ &om the beginsungy and with it liaa ^oii& ^^si ^\5e[A ^ 
^elopmeut unexampled AmoQg peoples ol \!£V& ^XjO^Vt^sccL 
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which we spring; and hence to-day we differ sharply from, 
and yet in some ways are f undiunentally akin to, all of 
the nations of Europe. 
Again, let me bid you welcome, representatives of our 

5 sister Republics of this continent. In the larger aspect, 
your interests and ours are identical. Your problems and 
ours are in large part the same; and as we strive to settle 
them, I pledge you herewith on the part of this nation the 
heartiest friendship and good wiU. 

10 Finally, let me say a special word of greeting to those 
representatives of the Asiatic nations who make up that 
newest East which is yet the most ancient East, the East 
of time immemorial. In particular, let me express a "word 
of hearty welcome to the representative of the mighty 

15 island empire of Japan; that empire, which, in learning 
from the West, has shown that it had so much, so very 
much, to teach the West in return. 

To all of you here gathered I express my thanks for 
your coming, and I extend to you my earnest wishes for 

20 the welfare of your several nations. The world has moved 
so far that it is no longer necessary to believe that one 
nation can rise only by thrusting another down. All far- 
sighted statesmen, all true patriots, now earnestly wish 
that the leading nations of mankind, as in their several 

25 ways they struggle constantly toward a higher civiliza- 
tion, a higher humanity, may advance hand in hand, 
united only in a generous rivalry to see which can best do 
its allotted work in the world. I believe that there is a ris- 
ing tide in human thought which tends for righteous in- 

3oternational peace; a tide which it behooves us to guide 
through rational channels to ssL-na coi[Yd\is\ons; and all of 
us here present can well aKoxd Vi \.aka \»\\Ras\»^\»."^«!^^ 
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!: "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
3ly with all men." 

bave met to-day to celebrate the opening of the 
bion which itself commemorates the first permanent 
ent of men of our stock in Virginia, the first be- 5 
; of what has since become this mighty RepubUc. 
hundred years 'ago a handful of English adven- 
who had crossed the ocean in what we should now 
;kle-boats, as clumsy as they were frail, landed in 
lat wooded wilderness, the Indian-haunted waste, 10 
then stretched down to the water's edge along the 
Atlantic coast. They were not the first men of 
an race to settle in what is now the United States, 
re were already Spanish settlements in Florida and 
headwaters of the Rio Grande; and the French, is 
almost the same time were struggling up the St. 
ice, were likewise destined to form permanent set- 
bs on the Great Lakes and in the valley of the 
ippi before the people of English stock went west- 
f the Alleghenies. Moreover, both the Dutch and 20 
edes were shortly to found colonies between the 
1b of English colonies, those that grew up around 
ix)mac and those that grew up on what is now the 
England Coast. Nevertheless, this landing at 
own possesses for us of the United States an alto- 25 
pecuUar significance, and this without regard to 
--eral origins. The men who landed at Jamestown 
ose who, thirteen years later, landed at Plymouth, 
English stock, and their fellow-settlers who during 
ct few decades streamed in after them, were those 30 
ok the lead in shaping the liie \ns\;Or^ ol \5k\& v^"^ 
ioJonJaJ and revolutionary days. 1\> ^«^ "^^^"^ ^^^'^ 
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W\\\ \\\Xk\ iUMliiitc slinpe our nation while it was still 
oiuni>»li most oasily. most readily, to take on tlu 
not ovist 11*8 wliicli were to become part of its pen 
litV halnt. 

% Vo! lot iw remember that while this early £n^ 
iiial stook l\ii8 left ileoptT than :ili oth«s upon our n 
UlV tho !uark of irs s?tn'»ng twin individualities, th< 
ol U\o v'avalior And or the Puritan — neyertheles 
si^vk. t\ot oulv tn'»m its environment but also fn 

itt^vfvw^nuv with ic v'* other 5tooks. almost frum the bej 
\>rt:;ni Co Iv d-.-for^^atisced srroiicly from any Eu 
tH\n\V. \s I !uivo :vl:^?aiiy said, iibcu: the dme t 
\':v<hsV. :^'::V:>« kr.vuvl r.t:r?, :iie Fjeac>man a 
Sx>^;:wr\:, :>o S^v.k* Ar..i :r.£= I>:ts.'iL'*'j\r. . ai&o cam« 

t"* IS ^vrr*^ *,:>:"*: si\k,*'>rs. v.-r.: kf: :J--:ir seed behin« 

J*.v* : ,.: >. .: .vV \atl ti^jesw Bc£:r^ 'jjt c-atb 

•V K.'\v. .; .'.vi ->; v-irL^K-r.-.-:!:. ">vci«:. 3.* rcjj bee 

'^^ ^'^•- V. *^.\. \v"jc^ Vl*'*-^::.-:^:^ i::l iscinr:^. "re* : 

(>'.v \<;> v-x**- x\t: r.v.v, Ti. .I'.vii _=JI "±j':f.aEi *3 
^ ^^^"^^ ^ ..V** ^. '•^'s^ ..'>> A"?^.', 7»."»^ rrrci vc# ? 
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tcnmewhaty and this change and growth and development 
iflve gone on steadily, generation by generation, thjpough- 
lat three oenturies. 

The pioneers of our people "who first landed on iheee 
hares on tibat eventful day three centuries ago, had be-s 
Qfe them a task which during the early years was of 
tearibreaking danger and difficulty. The conquest of 
. new continent is iron work. People who dwell in old 
ivilizations and find that therein so much of humanity's 
ot is hard, are apt to complain against the conditions as lo 
leiog solely due to man and to speak as if life could be 
oade easy and simple if there were but a virgin continent 
a which to work. It is true that the pioneer life was 
in^to, but it was certainly not easier. As a matter of 
aot, the first work of the pioneers in taking possession is 
( a londy wilderness is so rough, so hard, so dangerous 
hat all but the strongest spirits fail. The early iron 
Iftys of such a conquest search out alike the weak in body 
nd the wieak in soul. In the wiixfare against the rugged 
temness of primeval Nature, only those can conquer 20 
iio are themselves unconqueixible. It is not until the 
ist bitter years have passed that the life becomes easy 
Qough to invite a ma£is of newcomers, and «o great are 
yd mk, hardship, and toil of the early years that there 
[ways ^dsts a threat of lapsing back from civilization. 25 

The -luBtory of the pioneers of Jamestown, of the 
tunders of Virginia, illustrates the truth of all this. 
unine And pestilence and war menaced the little band 

daring men who had planted themselves alone on the 
Ige of a frowning continent. Moreover, as men everaa 
id^ 'whe&er m the tiniest frontier coiimddmcc^^ <3t\s^*^iafc 
9fyBBt and moet highly organized and coTa^'ssL Q«^^a«^ 
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soriffty, tJioir worst foos were in their own bosonw. Dis- 
s'-n-ion, distrust, tho ina})ility of some to work and the 
unwillinj^noss of others, jealousy arrogance and envy, 
lolly anfl laziness — in short all the shortcomings with 

5 \vliic;h wo liave to grapple now, were faced by those 
pioncH.'rs, anrl at moments threatened their whole enter- 
j)ris(? with absolute ruin. It was some time before the 
ground on which they had landed supported them, in 
spite; of its jK)tential fertility, andthej' looked across the 

10 sea for supplies. At one moment so hoix^lcss did they be- 

eornci that th(3 wliole eolonj' embarked, and was only saved 

from abandoning the country by the opportune arrival of 

help from abroad. 

At last they took root in the land, and were already 

15 prosjKTing when the Pilgrims landed at Pljinouth. In a 
few years a gn^it inflow of settlers began. Four of the 
I)res(Mit States of New England were founded. Virginia 
waxcnl apace. The Carol inas grew up to thfc south of it, 
nnd Maryland to the north of it. The Dutch colonies 

20 between, which had already absorl)ed the Swedish, were 
in their turn absorbed by the English. Pennsylvania ^^•as 
foundeti and, later still, Georgia. There were many wars 
with the Indians and with the dauntless captains whose 
banners bore the lilies of Franco. At last the British flag 

25 flew "without a rival in all eastern North America. Then 
came the successful struggle for national independence. 

For half a century- after we l)ecame a separate nation 
there was comixiratively little immigration to this country. 
Then the tide once again set hither, and has flowed in 

wever-increasing size until in each of the last three j-eais 
a greater numl>eT oi peo\>\o cccwvsi V<^ ^'e^^ ^<m^ than 

-fea*^ landed on t\\on\ dvuVuc, V\ve owV\t^ tO^srosiiv ^^«s«^ 
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leration by generation these people have been ab- 
3ed into the national life. Generally their sons, almost 
ays their grandsons, are indistinguishable from one 
ther and from their fellow-Americans descended from 
colonial stock. For all alike the problems of our ex- 5 
Qce are fundamentally the same, and for all alike 
36 problems change from generation to generation. 
1 the colonial period, and for at least a century after 
3lose, the conquest of the continent, the expansion of 
people westward, to the AUeghenies, then to the Mis- lo 
ppi, then to the Pacific, was always one of the most 
ortant tasks, and sometimes the most important, in 
national life. Behind the first settlers the condi- 
s grew easier, and in the older-settled regions of all 
colonies life speedily assumed much of comfort and is 
ething of luxury; and though generally it was on a 
h more democratic basis than life in the Old Worlds 
ras by no means democratic when judged by our 
em standards; and here and there, as in the tide- 
T regions of Virginia, a genuine aristocracy grew and 20 
ished. But the men who first broke ground in the 
n wilderness, whether on the Atlantic coast, or in 
interior, fought hard for mere life. In the early 
38 the frontiersman had to do battle with the savage, 
when the savage was vanquished there remained the 2$ 
er strain of war with the hostile forces of soil and 
ate, with flood, fever, and famine. There was sick- 
, and bitter weather; there were no roads; there was 
mplete lack of all but the very roughest and most ab- 
ie necessaries. Under such circumstances the men 3a 
women who made ready the contmei\.\> lot cvN^vTaSCv^^ 
able themselves to spend but \iU\e \i\Eaa Vo. ^ckw^ 
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aught but the rough work which was to make smooth; 
\he ways of their successors, in consequence ohserves 
whose insist was spoiled by lack of sympathy ahrsys 
found both the settlers and their lives unattrajctire and 
5 repellent. In Martm Chuzzlewif the descriptum of 
America, culminating in the description of the frontifir 
town of Eden, was true and hfelike from the standpoint 
of one content to look merely at the outer shell; and yet 
it was a community like Eden that gave birth to Abraham 

ID Lincoln; it was men such as were therein described from 
whose loins Andrew Jackson° sprang. 

Hitherto each generation among us has had its allotted 
task, now heavier, now lighter. In the Revolutionary 
War the business wa& to achieve independence. Immedi- 

isately afterw^nds these was- an even; more momentous 
task; that to a^thieve the national unity and the capacity 
for orderly development, witkouA which; our liberty, our 
independence, would! have been a curse and not a blessing. 
In each of these two contests, while there wwe maay 

2D.great leaders from maniy different States, i4} is but fair to 
say that the foremost pia/ce was taken by the soldiers and 
the statesmen of Virginia; and to Virginia was reserved 
the honor of producing the hero ofi botii movCTtents, thfi 
hero of the war, and of the peace that made good tl^ r& 

25 suits Q)l the war — George Wa^oingtoa; whille the twc 
great political: tendencies of the time* ean be symhofee 
by the ©amies of two other greadj Virginiane— -Jefieison^ 
and Marshall^ — from ob» of whom^ we inhesit the ahidsBi 
trust in tbe peopLe which is the foundation stone ef de 

democracy, and from the other the power to devdlop on be 
hall of the people a coherent and pow^tM. ^NmnuBfiot 

genume and representative nationaWty . 
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m) geseratioDB passed before the second great erism 
our history had to be faeed. Then eame the Civil War, 
^srrible and bitter in itself and in its aftermath, but a 
rtru^e from which the Nation finally emerged united 
in fact as well as in name, united forever. Oh, my hear- 5 
Br&, my fellow countrymen, great indeed has been our 
good fortune; for as time clears away the mists that once 
itoouded brother from brother and made each look "as 
through a glass darkly" at the other, we can all feel the 
same pride in the valor, the devotion and the fealty toward lo 
the right as it was given to each to see the right, shown alike 
by the men who wore the blue and by the men who wore 
the gray. Rick and prosperous though we are as a people, 
the iHTOudest heritage that each of us has, no matter 
where he may dwell, North or South, East or West, is the 15 
immflfterial heritage of feeling, the right to claim as his 
own all the valor and all the steadfast devotion to duty 
showa by the men of both the great armies, of the soldiers 
whose- leader wa& Grant® and the soldiers whose leader 
was Lee.® The men and the women of the Civil War did 20 
their duty bravely and well in the days that were dark and 
terrible and splendid. We, their descendants, who pay 
pioud homage to their memories, and glory in the feats 
o£ mi^t of one side no less than of the other, need to keep 
steadily ia miod that the homage which counts is the hom- 2^ 
agp qC heait and of hand, and not of the lips, the homage 
o£ deedfih and net of words only. We, too, in our turn, 
iBUfit piove ouB truth by our endeavor. We must show 
ouxselvea worthy sons of the men of the mighty days by 
the way in which we meet the problems of our own time. 30 
We carry our heads high becavise o\xt l^\5«we^ ^cs.^-^^^'^k^ 
the jreaa» that tried men's souia*, and ^^ Twoa^ m ^nss^ ^^^^ss^ 
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SO bear ourselves that the children who come after i 
feel that we too have done our duty. 

We can not afford to forget the maxim® upon 
Washington insisted, that the surest way to avert 

5 to be prepared to meet it. Nevertheless the dutie 
most concern us of this generation are not militai 
social and industrial. Each conmiunity must 
dread the evils which spring up as attendant up 
very qualities which give it success. We of this i 

10 western Republic have to grapple with the dange] 
spring from popular self-government tried on 8 
incomparably vaster than ever before in the hist 
mankind, and from an abounding material pro 
greater also than anything which the world has h 

15 seen. 

As regards the first set of dangers, it behooves m 
member that men can never escape being go^ 
Either they must govern themselves or they must 
to being governed by others. If from lawlessness oi 

2oness, from folly or self-indulgence, they refuse to 
themselves, then most assuredly in the end they wi 
to be governed from the outside. They can prev< 
need of government from without only by showii 
they possess the power of government from wit! 

25 sovereign can not make excuses for his failures; 
ereign must accept the responsibility for the exei 
the power that inheres in him; and where, as is tru( 
Republic, the people are sovereign, then the peopl 
show a sober understanding and a sane and steadfc 

30 pose if they are to preserve that orderly liberty upoi 
as a /oundation every Tep\3ib\\cT{\M^\.x^\.. 
In industrial matters o\rc ^wo\mow^ ^-t^^v^ 
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ight with it certain grave evils. It is our duty to try 
5ut out these evils without at the same time destroy- 
our weU-being itself. ' This is an era of combination 
e in the world of capital and in the world of labor, 
h kind of combination can do good/ and yet each, s 
'ever powerful, must be opposed when it does ill. At 
moment the greatest problem before us is how to ex- 
se such control over the business use of vast wealth, 
vidual, but especially corporate, as will insure its not 
ig used against the interest of the public, while yet lo 
nitting such ample legitimate profits as will encourage 
vidual initiative. It is pur business to put a stop to 
ses and to prevent their recurrence, without showing 
)irit of mere vindictiveness for what has been done in 
past. In John Morley's brilliant sketch® of Burke he is 
I especial stress upon the fact that Burke more than 
ost any other thinker or politician of his time reahzed 
profound lesson that in politics we are concerned not 
1 barren rights but with duties; not with abstract 
ih, but with practical morality. He especially eulo-20 
s the way in which in his efforts for economic reform, 
ke combined unshakable resolution in pressing the 
nn with a profound temperateness of spirit which 
le him, while bent on the extirpation of the evil system, 
se to cherish an unreasoning and vindictive ill will 25 
ard the men who had benefited by it. Said Burke, 
I can not reform with equity, I will not reform at 
. . . (There is) a state to preserve as well as a state 
eform." 

his is the exact spirit in which this country should move 30 
he reform of abuses of corporate ^eaXVk. T^^ ^^^t^\!iS^' 
the man who swindles and cYieats, ^N\\fe>iX\fi?t wv ^\i>-% 
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Bcale or a little one, shall receive at our bands iBflR^ » 
8cant as if he oommitted orimeB of violence or bnifcidi^. 
We are unalterably determined to prevent wrcmg^mg 
in the future; we liave no intentiooi erf trying to Moaik 

5 such an indiscriminate vengeance for. wrongs done ia tihe 
past as would confound the innocent with the guilty. Our 
purpose is to build up rather than to tear down. We 
show ourselves the truest friends of property when ve 
make it evident that we will not toleraite the ftbmes 'cf 

10 property. We are steadily bent on preserving the insti- 
tution of private property; we combat every iendencj 
toward reducing the people to economic servitude; juii 
we care not whether the tendency is due to a sinister agilsr 
tion directed against all property, or whether it is due to 

15 the actions of those members <rf the predatory daaseB 
whose anti-social power is immeaflurably incspeafied he- 
cause of the very fact that they possess wealth. 

Above all, we insist that while facing changed conditioDB 
and new problems, we must face them in the ^prit wfaioh 

20 our forefathers showed when they founded and presenrei 
this Republic. The comer-stone of the Itepubhe lies k 
our treating each man on his worth -bs a man, payuqg bd 
heed to liis creed, his birthplace, or his occupation, adfi- 
ing not whether he is rich or poor, whether he labors ynlik 

25 head or hand; asking only whether he acts decently and 
honorably in the various relations of his life, whe^er lot 
behaves well to his family, to his neighbors, to the State. 
We base our regard for each man on the essentials and 
not the accidents. We judge him not by his profesaoB, 

30 but by his deeds; by his conduct, not by wiiat he has 
acquired of this world's goods. O^ibec T^agi^^alifis ba^ 
/s//en, because the citizens gradually gc«v ^ wyossAja^ 
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interests of a class before the interests of the whole; for 
wheor such was the case it mattered little whether it was 
the poor who plundered the rich or the rich who exploited 
the poor; in either event the end of the Republic was at 
laauuL We are resolute in our purpose not to fall into s 
flocii a pit. This great Republic of ours shall never be- 
9ome the government of a plutocracy, and it shall never 
become the government of a mob. God wiUing, it shall 
vranain >^mt our fathers who founded it meant it to be — 
a government in which each man stands on his worth as lo 
a man, \diere each i& given the largest personal liberty 
consistent \\ith securing the weU-being of the whole, and 
where, so far as in us lies, we strive continually* to secure 
for each man such equality of opportunity that in the 
strife of life he may have a fair chance to show the stuff is 
■fliat is in him. We are proud of our schools and of the 
trained intelligence they give our children the oppor- 
tunity to acquire. But what we care for most is the 
<^araeter of the average man; for we believe that if the 
average of character in the individual citizen is sufficiently 20 
high, if he possesses those qualities which make him worthy 
of respect in his family life and in his work outside, as 
wdl a» the qualities which fit him for success in the hard 
stnig^e of actual existence — ^that if such is the character 
of our individual citzenship, there is literally no height 2S 
of triumph unattainable in this vast experiment of gov- 
ernment by, of, and for a free people. 



CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Governors of the Several States and Gentlemen: 

I welcome you to this conference at the White House. 
You have come hither at my request so that we may join 
together to consider the question of the conservation and 
use of the great fundamental sources of wealth of this 

5 nation. So vital is this question that for the first time in 
our history the chief executive oflScers of the states sep- 
arately and of the states together forming the nation have 
met to consider it. 

With the Governors come men from each state chosen 

10 for their special acquaintance with the terms of the prob- 
lem that is before us. Among them are experts in natural 
resources and representatives of national organizations 
concerned in the development and use of these resources; 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress; the Su- 

ispreme Court, the Cabinet and the Inland Waterways 
Commission have likewise been invited to the conference, 
which is therefore national in a pecuhar sense. 

This conference on the conservation of natural re- 
sources is in effect a meeting of the representatives of al^ 

20 the people of the United States called to consider th 
weightiest problem now before the nation, and the c 
casion for the meeting lies in the fact that the natural r 
sources of our country are in danger of exhaustion if ' 
permit the old wasteful methods of exploiting them Ion/ 

25 to continue. 

With the rise of peoples from savagery to civilizat 
and with the consequent growth in the extent and vai 
of the needs of the average irvaii, \)aftt^ c.oTCiRa ^ ^ 

202 
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increasing growth of the amount demanded by this average 
man from the actual resources of the country. Yet, rather 
curiously, at the same time the average man is likely to 
lose his realization of this dependence upon nature. 

Savages, and veiy primitive peoples generally, concern s 
themselves only with superficial natural resources; with 
those which they obtain from the actual siuf ace of the 
ground. As peoples become a little less primitive their 
industries, although in a rude manner, are extended to 
resources below the surface; then, with what we call civil- lo 
ization and the extension of knowledge, more resources 
come into use, industries are multiplied and foresight 
begins to become a necessary and prominent factor in 
life. Crops are cultivated, animals are domesticated and 
metals are mastered. is 

Every step of the progress of mankind is marked by 
the discovery and use of natural resources previously 
unused. Without such progressive knowledge and utiliza- 
tion of natural resources population could not grow, nor 
industries multiply, nor the hidden wealth of the earth 20 
be developed for the benefit of mankind. 

From the first beginnings of civilization, on the banks 
of the Nile and the Euphrates, the industrial progress of 
the world has gone on slowly, with occasional setbacks, 
but on the whole steadily, through tens of centuries to 25 
the present day. But of late the rapidity of the progress 
has increased at such a rate that more space has been 
actually covered during the century and a quarter occupied 
by our national hfe than during the preceding six thousand 
years that take us back to the earliest monuments of 30 
Egypt, to the earliest cities of the Babylonian plain. 

When the founders of thia na^ivoiv xasX. ^\»\xA^\R3c^^iS35sRR. 
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Hall in PbiladelphiA the oonditiaDS of canxmeDoe had not 
f undameaitally changed £rom idbait they w^ene iHieQ the 
Phoenician keds first fsirrowed ttiie ioiid^ 'vstets «f the 
MediterruQjeaa. The difBerBQces Vfme Iboee of degne, 

5 not <il kind, 9Xid they imre aiot in aH eaees leven Abon of 

degree. Miniiag was carried <Qn i^ndameataily as it lad 

been cairied <on by the Fharad&s in the OMUitEks AdJMBiitt 

to theE.ed.6ea. 

The ^W!a2ies of the nsierchBiitB of BostmiL, ctf QhsiflBrtflai, 

lolike the wa2>e5 <& the meidsantB df NiaieTeb luid Skion, if 
th^ went by 'water -were carried by jboaAs pos^elied bf 
fiails loa: oars.; if they i^ent by land -waoe carased m vrafffm 
drawn, by heast& of draft or in ^cks an tine badksof beMti 
of burdeEL 'Hie jshtps that cvossed the floigh «ea6 yfere b^ 

15 tcr than the ships that had once crossed itihe jEgeam, Int 
they were of the same type, after all — they were -wooden 
diups propeUed by trails; and an Ifund tioe nmlB were not 
as igood jas the T&ads ^ the Etamaok JElnapie, mMliB the venh 
iee of the poists was ptrobadDdy inf edbc 

2D Jm Wia£hmagt(na'« time aootkcaciie coal twas knmm xMiiy 
as a useless black skme; Jioad the ^ccoit fields df tntaiaaaoB 
eoal wepe imdisooccrored. ^ steaoxi muB ixofenown, the use 
of «oaI for poiviea* prodnetiooEL ^vas landKeamed olL Watir 
was practically the only source of power, «aTie the labor of 

25 men xod Miimals; and this power uras xund esify m te 
most primitive faahion. Biat a few dsmaM irciai 
had been found in ithiB oommtry^ and ihe use (if srat hfy 
countrymen was very smalL Wb<9d w$b fRBfctieally liie 
only fuel, and what lumber wais sawed mas lOOBUumed 

30 locally, while the forests were regarded ehaefly as obstne- 
tions to settlement and cultivatifla. 
Such was the degree iA pro^rae^ \d "^li^GCtf^ <»£^a^djax:^\sffissr 
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\ aitaibed when thia nation began its eaireer. It is 
nposEBble for us in this day to* resize how little 
olationaary ancestors knew of the great store of 
esOnrces whose discovery and use have been such 
tors in the growth and greatness of th© nation, s 
• little they requu*ed to take from this store in 
satisfy their needs. 

then our knowledge and use of the resources of 
jnt territory of the United States have increased 
edfold. Indeed, the growth of. this nation by lo 
d bounds makes one of the most strikmg and 
it chapters in the history of the world. Its growth 
due to the rapid development, and, alas! that it 
e said, to the rapid destruction, of our natural 
L Nature has suppHed to us in the United States, is 
supplies to us, more kinds of resources m a more 
gree than has ever been the case at any other time 
iny other people. Our position in the world has 
lined by the extent and thoroughness of the con- 
lave achieved over Nature; but we are more, and 20 
dependent upon what she furnishes than at any 
time of history ance the days of primitive man. 
u* fathers, though they knew so little of the re- 
)f the country, exercised a wise forethought in 
'■ thereto. Washington «leaii|y saw that the per- 2S 
)f the states could only be secured by unioa and 
onfy feasibte basis of uaaion was an economic one; 
words, that it mrast be based on ther development 
it their natural reso«irces. Accordingly,, he helped 
e a scheme of eommereial development, and by aa 
ince an interstate waterways coixa£^v;s<Ei^^ir^ ^s^ 
y VirgiDjA and MaryfcaiA. 



\ 
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It met near where we are now meeting, in Alexandria, 
adjourned to Mount Vernon, and took up the considara- 
tion of interstate commerce by the only means then avail- 
able, that of water. Further conferences were arranged, 

5 first at Annapolis and then at Philadelphia. It was in 
Philadelphia that the representatives of all the states met 
for what was in its original conception merely a waterways 
conference; but when they had closed their deliberations 
the outcome was the Constitution which made the states 

10 into a nation. 

The Constitution of the United States thus grew in 
large part out of the necessity for united action in the wise 
use of one of our natural resources. The wise use of all 
of our natural resources, which are our national resources 

15 as well, is the great material question of to-day. I have 
asked you to come together now because the enormous 
consumption of these resources, and the threat of immi- 
nent exhaustion of some of them, due to reckless and waste- 
ful use, once more call for common efiFort, common action. 

20 Since the days when the Constitution was adopted, 
steam and electricity have revolutionized the industrial 
worid. Nowhere has the revolution been so great as in 
our own country. The discovery and utilization of min- 
eral fuels and alloys have given us the lead over all other 

25 nations in the production of steel. The discovery and 
utilization of coal and iron have given us our railways, 
and have led to such industrial development as has 
never before been seen. The vast wealth of lumber in 
our forests, the riches of our soils and mines, the discovery 

30 of gold and mineral oils, combined with the efficiency of 
our transportation, have made the conditions of our life 
unparalleled in comfort and coiiNemLeciRfc, 
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le steadily increasing drain on these natural re- 
ees has promoted to an extraordinary degree the 
plexity of our industrial and social life. Moreover, 

unexampled development has had a determining 
t upon the character and opinions of our people. The 5 
and for efficiency in the great task has given us vigor, 
tiveness, decision and power, and a capacity for 
3vement which in its own Hues has never yet been 
;hed. So great and so rapid has been our material 
"th that there has. been a tendency to lag behind in 10 
tual and moral growth; but that is not the subject 
I which I speak to you to-day. 

isregarding for the moment the question of moral pur- 
, it is safe to say that the prosperity of our people 
nds directly on the energy and intelligence with 15 
h our natural resources are used. It is equally clear 

these resources are the final basis of national power 

perpetuity. Finally, it is ominously evident that 
; resources are in the course of rapid exhaustion, 
lis nation began with the belief that its landed posses- 20 
. were illimitable and capable of supporting all the 
le who might care to make our country their home; 
already the hmit of unsettled land is in sight, and 
;d but little land fitted for agriculture now remains 
cupied save what can be reclaimed by irrigation and 25 
lage. We began with an unapproached heritsige of 
ts; more than half of the timber is gone. We began 

coal fields more extensive than those of any other 
»n and with iron ores regarded as inexhaustible, and 
r experts now declare that the end of both iron and 30 
is in sjght. 
? mere increase in our consumptioiv. ol e»^ ^»xvs^ 
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1907 over 1906 exceeded the total cocusumpt^ in 1676, 
the centennial year. The enormouB stores of mineol «A 
and gas are largely gone. Our natural "waterways ace aot 
gone, but they have been so injured by neglect and b^ 

5 the division of responsibility and utter lack of system in 
dealing with them that there is less navigation on them 
now than there was fifty years ago. Einally, we begaa 
with soils of unexampled fertility and we have so mr 
poverished them by injudicious use and by failing to check 

10 erosion that their crop-producing power is diminirfiing 

mstead of mcreasmg. In a word, we have thooghtMs^ 
and to a large degree unnecessarily, diminished te 
resources upon which not only our progjedty bat the 
prosperity of our children must always depend. 

15 We have become great because of the lavish use of cht 
resources, and we have just reason to be proud of oor 
growth. But the time has come to inquire seriously what 
will happen when our forests are gone, when the eoal, 
the iron, the oil and the gas are exhausted, whetn the saOs 

20 shall have been still further impoverished and washed 
into the streams, polluting the rivers, denuding the fields 
and obstructing navigation. These questions do nab 
relate only to the next century or to the next genfiEatkm. 
It is time for us now as a nation to exercise tiie BBjae 

25 reasonable foresight in dealing with our great natoodl 

resources that would be shown by any prudent man lE 

conserving and wisely using the property which ooidiunB 

the assurance of well-being for himself and his childFen. 

The natural resources I have eniunerated can be di^vided 

30 into two sharply distinguished classes according bb 
they are or are not capable oi Tetve^^l. Msxuqb if used 
must iiecessarily be exhausted. 'X^^aa tco^lssci^ ^ tss^» 
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I not renew theiaaaelves. Therefore, m dealing with 
ly the oU; the gas> the iron, the metals gen^ually, 

we caia dD>i&to try tasee that they are wisely used. 
bausti(»: i» certain to come in tizns;. 
seccHid class of resources consiigits of thase* "niddi 5 
i cwily be used in such manner as to leave them un- 
hed for our children, but can actually be improved 
3 use.. The soil, the forests, the waterways, come 
category. In dealing with mineral resources, man 

to imiMTove on nature only by putting the re- lo 

to- a beneficial use, which in the end exhausts 
but in dealing with the soil and its products man 
prove on nature by compelling the resources to 
and even reconstruct themselves in such manner 
erve increasingly beneficial uses — while the living is 
can be so controlled as to multiply their benefits, 
tier the primitive man nor the pioneer was aware 

duty to posterity in deahng with the renewable 
es. When the American settler felled the forests 

that there was plenty of forest left for the sons 20 
me after him. When he exhausted the soil of his 
e felt that his son could go West and take up aa- 

So it was with his immediate successors. When 
. waahed from the farmer's fields choked the nei^- 
river he thought only of using the railway rather 2s 
>ats for moving his produce and supplies. 

all this is changed. On the average the son o£ 
Bier o£ to-day must make hm hving on his father's 

There is no difficulty in doing this if the father 
ercise wisdom. No wise use of a farm exhausts 30> 
Uity. So with the forests. "Wft «rei qw ^Ocsa ^'sss^ 
ber famine in this country, and \\. \a >Mi^^^^'^^^^s^^^ 
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of Maine and cleariy define a poHo^r of ocmsenn 

natural ttesoupoee the «Miopbk»n tof wliidi is ctf nn 

partanee not merely to Makie but to t^ viiole eon: 

Such a pcUe^ \viSl jpnesenv aiil, iorestB, vsates 

5 as a h^tage for tlie dbildreBi juod the <ela3dreiiL'8 \ 
•of the men and wooaaen of tkis @BBeaattian; for or 
meifk ^at prcrvddes for the ^rise jfltiMm:tBon tof the 
^whetiher in polblic xbt ipiriYa;te imoeiBhip, and for ^ 
B»:^vati9n <£ <iae 'water vescaiffces of die odxuntry oas 

io«Baa^y be fegifilatian thait ivadi protmote bcwth pm 
pabfifc welfao^; for flood pieveotigBi, vaiter 'po* 
velopment, preservatum of the fioii and smpinopei 
navigable iwBrs ane all pctomotal isjr fiQdi a p 
lorert oonservation. 

15 llhe o^nvm of the Maine Siqirenie bendi sei 
stneqidvocaly the princ^pile tha^ lihe piKDpgcrtsr ri 
*(iie nadiwidixBl are fiubordktflte to the irigihtfi of tj 
inanity; and espeesaliy that #)ie nwBte of wild dm! 
dermd 'on^aldy fiponi ^ state, im^ioKg as % 

20 the kn^xii/!Q]ifldameaGbt <^ the state asid its p^spie askd 
def ea^t^ one ^neat pmpose <^ ^ovecmtteBty may i 
he pi>ef:^nted hy istate lestxieitiiaaifi. 

The oourt says that tiiero aie tsvo reasBons ishj t 
€f the poblie to control and lamit the use taf piwai 

25 eity is peealiariy appiicaye to pi>o|»eity sn land: 
such property is not the vesuJt of prodmetrvv hk 
is •dern;<ed «oleiy from the state itse^^ the origiixtfd 
seecmd, tl% anaouiBt of iand feeing inca^saye of i 
if tiaie o^wners of kurge tasbcts ean waste them at 'wj 

30 oat state Testrietions, the state and its people \ 

helplessly impovenahed and <me ^reat piurpose 

eminent Me&ted. • . ^ We do "no^. Ao\Ml ^Jofc \ 
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ion would operate to 'take' private property within 
libition of the Constitution. While it might re- 
bhe owner of wild and uncultivated lands in his 
them, might delay his taking some of the product, 
delay his anticipated profits and even thereby s 
cause him some loss of profit, it would neverthe- 
Lve him his lands, their product and increase, un- 
1, and without diminution of title, estate or 
iy. He would still have large measures of control 
•ge opportunity to realize values. He might suffer lo 
-but not deprivation. . . . The proposed legis- 
. . . would be within the legislature power and 
not operate as a taking of private property for 
x)mpensation must be made." 

Court of Errors and Appeals of New Jersey has is 
d a similar view, which has recently been sustained 

Supreme Court of the United States. In deliver- 
j opinion of the court on April 6, 1908, Mr. Justice 
s said: "The state as quasi-sovereign and repre- 
ve of the interests of the public has a standing 20 
rt to protect the atmosphere, the water and the 

within its territory, irrespective of the assent or 
. of the private owners of the land most immediately 
aed. ... It appears to us that few pubhc in- 

are more obvious, indisputable and independent 2S 
ticular theory than the interest of the public of a 
X) maintain the rivers that are wholly within it 
tttially undiminished, except by such drafts upon 
IS the guardian of the public welfare may permit 
3 purpose of turning them to a more perfect issft..^'^ 
mhlic interest is omnipresent ^Yvet^^e^ >()csfc\^ Ss. '^v* 
nd grows more pressing as popvAa.\AQ.xv ^cr^"^. • ^ 
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We are of opinion, further, that the constitutional power 
of the state to insist that its natural advantages shall 
remain unimpaired by its citizens is not dependent upon 
any nice estimate of the extent of present use or specular 

5 tion as to future needs. The legal conception of the neces- 
sary is likely to be confined to somewhat rudimentary 
wants, And there are benefits from a great river that mi^t 
escape "•. lawyer's view. But the state is not required to 
submit even to an a)sthetic analysis. Any analysis may 

10 be inadequate. It finds itself in j)OSsession of what all 
admit to be a great pubHc good, and what it has it may 
keep and give no one a reason for its will. " 

These decisions reach the root of the idea of conservation 
of our resources in the interests of our people. 

15 Finally, let us remember that the conservation of our 
natural resources, though thergravest problem of to-day, 
is 3'et but part of another and greater problem to which 
th]^ nation is not yet awake, but to which it will awake 
in time, and with which it must hereafter grapple if it is 

20 to live — the problem of national efficiency, the patriotic 
duty of insuring the safety and continuance of the nation. 
When the people of the United States consciously under- 
take to ,i;aise themselves as citizens, and the nation and 
the states in their several spheres, to the highest pitch 

25 of excellence in private, state and national life, and to 
do this because it is the first of all the duties of true pa- 
triotism, then and not till then the future of this nation 
in quality and in tune wiU be assured. 
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f^GE and impressive associations rise in the mind 
an from the New World who speaks before this 
body in this ancient institution of learning. Be- 
eyes pass the shadows of mighty kings and war- 
)les, of great masters of law and theology; tfirough 5 
ling dust of the dead centuries he sees crowded 
that tell of the power and learning and splendor of 
one by; and he sees also the innumerable host of 
students to whom clerkship meant emancipation, 
n it was well-nigh the only outlet from the dark la 
na of the Middle Ages. 

was the most famous university^ of medieval Europe 
le when no one dreamed that there was a new world 
)ver. Its services to the cause of human knowl- 
ready stretched far back into the remote past at is 
e when my forefathers, three centuries ago, were 
the sparse band of traders, ploughmen, wood- 
's and fisherfolk who, in hard struggle with the 
friendUness of the Indian-haunted land, were lay- 
foundations of what has now become tl"** giant 2a 
; of the West. To conquer a continent, to tame 
^y roughness of wild nature, means gi'im warfare; 
J generations engaged in it cannot keep, still less 
the stores of garnered wisdom which once were 
and which are still in the hands of their brethren 25 
rell in the old land. To conquer the wilderness 
to wrest victory from the same hostile iox^^s» ^^r^ 
nankjnd struggled in the immexiiOTisX VwI^tl^'^ q>V 
. The primeval conditions must be iH\<ei\.\y3 '^^" 

215 
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meval qualities which are incompatible with the retentioi 
of much that has been painfully acquired by hmnanitj 
as through the ages it has striven upward toward civiliza 
tion. In conditions so primitive there can be but a prim 
sitive culture. At first only the rudest schools can Ix 
established, for no others would meet the needs of the 
hard-driven, sinewy folk who thrust forward the frontier 
in the teeth of savage man and savage nature; and many 
years elapse before any of these schools can develop into 

10 seats of higher learning and broader culture. 

The pioneer days pass; the stump-dotted clearings 
expand into vast stretches of fertile farm land; the stock- 
aded clusters of log cabins change into towns; the hunters 
of game, the fellers of trees, the rude frontier traders 

15 tillers of the soil, the men who wander all their Uves 
through the wilderness as the heralds and harbingers of aa 
oncoming civilization, themselves vanish before the civi- 
lization for which they have prepared the way. The chil- 
dren of their successors and supplanters, and then their 

20 children and children's children, change and develop with 
extraordinary rapidity. The conditions accentuate ^^ceB 
and virtues, energy and ruthlessness, all the good qualities 
and all the defects of an intense individualism, self-reliant, 
self-centered, far more conscious of its rights than of its 

25 duties, and blind to its own shortcomings. To the hard 
materialism of the frontier days succeeds the hard mar 
terialism of an industrialism even more intense and ab- 
sorbing than that of the older nations; although these 
themselves have likewise already entered on the age of • 

30 complex and predominantly industrial civilization. 

As the country grows, \ls p^op\fe,^\tfi\ksscq^'^^\!L«acceflB 
m so many lines, turn back \iO \»ry \o \:^con^\ >55ftfc\Ks®Rs8SS8 
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mind and the spirit which perforce their fathers 
iside in order better to wage the first rough battles 

continent their children inherit. The leaders of 
b and of action grope their way forward to a new 
ilizing, sometimes dimly, sometimes clearsightedly, 5 
e Hfe of material gain, whether "for a nation or an 
iial, is of value only as a foundation, only as there 
id to it the uplift that comes from devotion to 
ideals. The new life thus sought can in part be 
►ed afresh from what is round about in the Newio 

but it can be developed in full only by freely 
; upon the treasure houses of the Old World, upon 
isures stored in the ancient abodes of wisdom and 
5, such as this where I speak to-day. It is a mis- 
r any nation merely to copy another; but it is an is 
reater mistake, it is a proof of weakness in any 
not to be anxious to learn from another and will- 
l able to adapt that learning to the new national 
>ns and make it fruitful and productive therein. 
• us of the New World to sit at the feet of the Gam- 20 
F the Old; then, if we have the right stuff in us, we 
)W that Paul in his turn can become a teacher as 
a scholar. 

ay I shall speak to you on the subject of individual 
hip, the one subject of vital importance to you, 2S 
,rers, and to me and my countrymen, because you 
3 are citizens of great democratic repubUcs. A 
atic repubUc such as each of ours — an effort to 
in its full sense government by, of and for the 
—represents the most gigantic of all possible soqasL^a 
lents, the one fraught with grea\,fes>\. ^^^'^^i^iw^'^ 
£:ood and for evil. The success oi x^^viJc^^^^^^^ 
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yours and like ours means the glory, and our failure the 
despair, of mankind; and for you and for us the question 
of the quaUty of the individual citizen is supreme. Under 
other forms of government, under the rule of one man or of 

5 a very few men, the quality of the rulers is all-important. 
If, under such governments, the quality of the rulers is 
high enough, then the nation may for generations lead a 
brilliant career and add substantially to the sum of worid 
achievement, no matter how low the quality of the ave^ 

10 age citizen; because the average citizen is an almost ne^- 
gible quantity in working out the final results of that type 
of national greatness. 

But with you and with us the case is different. Wiih 
you here, and with us in my own home, in the long run, 

IS success or failure will be conditioned upon the way in 
which the average man, the average woman, does his or 
her duty, first in the ordinary, every-day affairs of life, 
and next in those great occasional crises which call for 

Vthe heroic virtues. The average citizen must be a good 

20 citizen if our rejmblics are to succeed. The stream will 
not pennancntly rise higher than the main source; apd 
the main source of national power and national greatness 
is found in the average citizenship of the nation. Ther&- \ 
fore it behooves us to do our best to see that the standard 

25 of the average citizen is kept high; and the average can- 
not be kept high unless the standard of the leadeis is 

wery much higher. 

/ It is well if a large proportion of the leaders in any re- 
public, in any democracy, are, as a matter of course, drawn 

30 from the classes represented in this audience to-day; but 
only provideed that t\vose Masses, ^^osseesse. *skifc ^Na. ^ 
^J'mpathy with plain peop\e SucA o1 ^esr^Nassi^ \ft ^esA 
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. You and those like you have received special 
itages; you have all of you had the opportunity 
ental training; many of you have had leisure; most 
a have had a chance for the enjoyment of life far 
jr than comes to the majority of your fellows. To 5 
.nd your kind much has been given, and from you 
should be expected. Yet there are certain failings 
3t which it is especially incumbent that both men of 
jd and cultivated intellect and men of inherited 
ti and position, should especially guard themselves, la 
se to these failings they are especially liable; and 
Ided to their — ^your — chances of useful service are 
end. 

. the man of learning, the man of lettered leisure, 
•e of that queer and cheap temptation to pose to is 
If and to others as the cynic, as the man who has 
own emotions and beliefs, the man to whom good 
jvil are as one. The poorest way to face Ufe is to 
it with a sneer. There are many men who feel a 
of twisted pride in cynicism; there are many who 2a 
le themselves to criticism of the way others do what 
themselves dare not even attempt. There is no 
unhealthy being, no man less worthy of respect, 
he who either really holds, or feigns to hold, an atti- 
of sneering disbelief toward all that is great and2S 
whether in achievement or in that noble effort which, 
if it fail, comes second to achievement. A cynical 
of thought and speech, a readiness to criticise work 
L the critic himself never tries to perform, an in- 
bual aloofness which will not accept cotvt^c^ ^x^ks.'i*^ 
reaUtJes — all these are marks, not, a^ \}t\cb ^'^^^ks^^'^^ 
faia think, of superiority, but ol Aweak.xv^'e*^. 'V'tssN 
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mark the men unfit to bear their part manfully i» ^^^ 1^ 
stern strife of living, who seek, in the afifectation of m- |^ 
tempt for the achievements of others, to hide from o^ WT 
and from themselves Iheir own weakness. The role » ■ 

5 easy; there is none easier, save only the role of the man | ' 

who sneers alike at both criticism and performance. 1' 

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points |^ 

out how the strong man stmnbles or where the doer (» 

deeds could have done them better. The credit belong 

10 to the man who is actually in the arena, whose facew 
marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives val- 
iantly; who errs, and comes short again and ag^, be- 
cause there is no effort without error and shortcoming; 
but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows 

IS the great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends 
himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the 
end the 'triumph of high achievement, and who at the 
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so 
that his place shall never be with those cold and timid 

20 souls who know neither victory nor defeat. Shame on 
the man of cultivated taste who permits refinement to 
develop into a fiistidiousness that unfits him for doing 
the rough work of a workaday world! Among the free 
peoples who govern themselves there is but a small field 

25 of usefulness open for the men of cloistered life, who shrink 
from contact with their fellows. Still less room is there 
for those who deride or slight what is done by those yt^ 
actually bear the brunt of the day; nor yet for those others 
who always jjrofess that they would like to take action, 
* ^ T-u^^ conditions of life were not what they actually 
are. The man who doc?i tvo\X^\v?, cvx\& \3ftfc ^ssasiR «iwiid 
^^e m the pages oi YvVatoT^ , vjV'&'Ottfcx Xve^ Xsfc ^s?J«iS.^^ 
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)r voluptuary. There is little use for the being whose 
i soul knows nothing of the great and generous emo- 

of the high pride, the stem belief, the lofty enthusi- 

of the men who quell the storm and ride the thunder. 

for these men if they succeed; well also, though not 5 
ell, if they fail, given only that they have nobly ven- 
i, and have put forth all their heart and strength* 

warworn Hotspur,** spent with hard fighting, he of 
nany errors and the valiant end, over whose memory 
)ve to linger, not over the memory of the young lord lo 
"but for the vile guns would have been a soldier." 
ance has taught many lessons to other nations; surely 
3f the most important is the lesson her whole history 
les, that a high artistic and Uterary development is 
)atible with notable leadership in arms and state- is 
. The brilliant gallantry of the French soldier has 
nany centuries been proverbial, and during these 
t centuries at every court in Europe the "freemasons 
shion" have treated the French tongue as their com- • 

speech; while every artist and man of letters, and 20 
{ man of science able to appreciate that marvel- 
instrument of precision, French prose, has turned 
,rd France for aid and inspiration. How long the 
jrship in arms and letters has lasted is curiously 
:rated by the fact that the earliest masterpiece in a2S 
em tongue is the splendid French epic ° which tells of 
nd's doom and the vengeance of Charlemagne when 
lords of the Frankish host were stricken at Ronces- 
s. 

it those who have keep, let those who have not strive 30 
ttain a high standard of cullwaWoxv ^\A %^^^2sx^^5n^. 
^et us remember that these staivd «fcco\A \>^ ^<etXaxsv 
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other things. Tliere is need of a sound body; and even 
more ne(j(l of a sound inind. But above mind and above 
IxKly stands chanu;ter — the sum of those qualities which 
wo mojin when we speak of a man's force and courage, of 

5 his rckmI faith and sense of honor. I believe in exercise 
for tho body, always i)rovided that we keep in mind that 
pliysical development is a means and not an end. I be- 
lieve, of w)ursi>, in giving to all the people a good education, 
l^ut the (Hhieation must t»ontain much besides book leam- 

10 ing in order to ho really good. We must ever remember 
that no kiHMuu^s and subtleness of intellect, no polish, 
no I'Unerness, in any \\':iy makes up for the lack of the 
grtv'it solid (lualities. Self-restraint, self-mastery, common 
sense, the |H>wer (^f acwpting individual responsibility and 

15 vet oi aetint: in ti>njunotion with others, courage and 
ix*si»lution thesi^ aiv the qualities which mark a master- 
ful jHHiple. Without thorn no [x»ople can control itself, 
or sjive it sell' fixnu Iviut: et.mtn>llcd from the outside. I 
N|H\uk to a brilli:u»t as^JtMublasio: I speak in a great univer- 

:o^ii\ whieh i\»{mvs<mus the tlowor of the highest intellect- 
ual de\eK»piiu'i\t: I ^viy all homage to intellect, and to 
elaUnaie ativl sjxviali-'i\l tniining of the intellect; and 
>ei I kiiv^w I s!-ill liave the ass^^u of aU you present ^ea 
I .uld t! u v,u>i\* i!iiivrtaut still are the eommonplace, 

.'>e\ei\\la\ vv-'iiitu's aiui virtui^. • 

Siu'!\ v'tx-iiuivy. o\ervvi:,y qualitios include the will and 

i!'e is^wv ! u. \xoik, 10 rid;: at iuhxI and to have plenty 

''.' ;!'''■'? ^*-^i-'-vv.. ri.o :u\\l that the average man 

M.. \\\''A ...» sv' v^^\u-:x ;?< '.\;r',:!y to warrant insistence. 

V r's'ix^ i:o I low ix'isvvs ::» owry v.vuntr\- ^i bom that they 
*•*'« U\k.i -jxivs ,- \-v.vv Vxic fv\\ 4 \\^v^ Vscie^ais^ ^ 
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for some of the most valuable work needed by civilization 
is essentially non-remunerative in its character, and of 
course the people who do this work should in large part 
be drawn from those to whom remuneration is an object 
of indifference. But the average man must earn his own 5 
livelihood. He should be trained to do so, and he should 
be trained to feel that he occupies a contemptible "position 
if he does not do so — that he is not an object of envy if 
he is idle, at whichever end of the social scale he stands, 
but an object of contempt, an object of derision. lo 

In the next place, the good man should be both a strong 
and brave man; that is, he should be able to fight, he 
^ould be able to serve his country as a soldier should the 
need arise. There are well meaning philosophers who 
declaim against the unrighteousness of war. They are 15 
right only if they lay all their emphasis upon the unright- 
eousness. War is a dreadful thing, and unjust war is a 
crime against humanity. But it is such a crime because it 
is unjust, not because it is war. The choice must ever 
be in favor of righteousness, and this whether the alter- 20 
native be peace or whether the alternative be war. The 
question must not be merely, Is there to be peace or war? 
The question must be, Is the right to prevail? Are the 
great laws of righteousness once more to be fulfilled? And 
the answer from a strong and virile people must be "Yes," 2S 
whatever the cost. Every honorable effort should always 
be made to avoid war, just as every honorable effort 
should always be made by the indi\'idual in private hfe 
to keep out of a brawl, to keep out of trouble; but no 
self-respecting individual, no self-respecting nation, can 30 
or ought to submit to wrong. 

Finally, even more impoTtant \)a2jvi ^^\X?S Xj^^^'^i'^'^^ 
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more important than ability to fight at need, is it to re- 
member that the chief of blessings for any nation is that 
it shall leave its seed to inherit the land. It was the crown 
of blessings in Biblical times and it is the crown of bless- 

5 ings now. The greatest of all curses is the curse of steril- 
ity, and the severest of all condemnations should be that 
visited upon wilful sterility. The first essential in any 
civilization is that the man and the woman shall be father 
and mother of healthy children, so that the race shall in- 

10 crease and not decrease. If this is not so, if through no 
fault of the society there is failure to increase, it is a great 
misfortune. If the failure is due to deliberate and wilful 
fault, then it is not merely a misfortune, it is one of those 
crimes of ease and self-indulgence, of shrinking from pain 

15 and effort and risk, which in the long run Nature pun- 
ishes more heavily than any other. If we of the great 
republics, if we, the free people who claim to have emanci- 
pated ourselves from the thraldom of wrong and error, 
bring down on our heads the curse that comes upon the 

20 wilfully barren, then it will be an idle waste of breath to 
prattle of our achievements, to boast of all that we have 
done. No refinement of life, no delicacy of taste, no ma- 
terial progress, no sordid heaping up of riches, no sensuous 
development of art and literature, can in any way conir 

2spensate for the loss of the great fundamental virtues, 
and of these great fundamental virtues the greatest is 
the race's power to perpetuate the race. i 

Character must show itself in the man's perfonnanoe , 
both of the duty he owes himself and of the duty he owes I 

3D the state. The man's foremost duty is owed to himsdf j 
and his family; and he can do >.\v\^ dxs^^j ^t5s?3\p3 ^k®^/ 

money, by providing what \s, e^^n\i\s\ \ft \Sia^T«^^^ 
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;; it is only after this has been done that he can hope 
uild a higher superstructure on the soUd material 
lation; it is only after this has been done that he can 
in movements for the general well-being. He must 
his own weight first, and only after this can his sur- 5 
strength be of use to the general public. It is not 

to excite that bitter laughter which expresses con- 
it, and contempt is what we feel for the being whose 
iisiasm to benefit mankind is such that he is a burden 
lose nearest him; who wishes to do great things for lo 
anity in the abstract, but who cannot keep his wife 
mfort or educate his children. 

3vertheless, while laying all stress on this point, while 
nerely acknowledging but insisting upon the fact that 
J must be a basis of material well-being for the in- is 
lual, as for the nation, let us with equal emphasis 
b that this material well-being represents nothing but 
foundation, and that the foundation, though indis- 
able, is worthless unless upon it is raised the super- 
;ture of a higher life. 20 

lat is why I decline to recognize the mere multi- 
onaire, the man of mere wealth, as an asset of value 
ly country, and especially as not an asset to my own 
try. If he has earned or uses his wealth in a way 

makes him of real benefit, of real use — and such is 25 
1 the case — ^why, then he does become an asset of 
h. But it is the way in which it has been earned or 

and not the mere fact of wealth that entitles him to 
credit. There is need in business, as in most other 
IS of himian activity, of the great guiding intelli-30 
es. Their places cannot be suppWft^ Xy^ ^xx^ ^cNss^'et 
ser intelligences. It is a good Wvm^ \W^ "Owe^ ^<:^^ 
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have ample recognition, ample reward. But we must 
not transfer our admiration to the reward instead of to 
the deed rewarded; and if what should be the reward 
exists without the service having been rendered, then ad- 

5 miration will come only from those who are mean of soul. 
The truth is that after a certain measure of tangible 
material success or reward has been achieved the question 
of increasing it becomes of constantly less importance 
compared to other things that can be done in life. It is a 

10 ])ad thing for a nation to raise and to admire a false stand- 
ard of success and there can be no falser standard than 
that set by the deification of material well-being in and 
for itself. The man who for any cause for which he is him- 
self accountable has failed to support himself and those 

15 for whom he is responsible ought to feel that he has fallen 
lamentably short in his prime duty. But the man who, 
having far surpassed the limit of providing for the wants, 
both of body and mind, of himself and of those depending 
upon him, then piles up a great fortune, for the acquisi- 

20tion or retention of which he returns no corresponding 
benefit to the nation as a whole, should hinoiself be made 
to feel that, so far from being a desirable he is an unworthy 
citizen of the community, that he is to be neither admired 
nor envied, that his right thinking fellow countrj^nen put 

25 him low in the scale of citizenship and leave him to be con- 
soled by the admiration of those whose level of purpoee is 
even lower than his own. 

My position as regards the moneyed interests can be 
put in a few words. In every ci\dlized society property 

30 rights must be carefully safeguarded. Ordinarily, and in 
the great majority of cases, Wiaaxv fv!^\& «sA ^^tss^atej 

rights are fundamentally, and m V\i^ V>fCk% xvsa./'Aa&r 
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cal; but when it clearly appears that there is a real coi^ 

flict between them, human rights must have the upper 

hand, for property belongs to man and not man to 

property. 

In fact, it is essential to good citizenship clearly to un- 3 
derstand that there are certain qualities which we in a 
danocracy are prone to admire in and of themselves, 
^eh ought by rights to be judged admirable or the re- 
verse solely from the standpoint of the use made of them. 
Foremost among these I should include two very distinct ifl 
gifts — the gift of money making and the gift of oratory. 

^Money making, the money touch, I have spoken of above. 
It is a quality which in a moderate degree is essential. 
Ittmay be useful when developed to a very great degree, 
but only if accompanied and controlled by other qual- is 
ities; and without such control the possessor tends to de- 
velop into one of the least attractive types produced by 

*a modem industrial democracy. So it is \nth the orator. 
It is highly desirable that a leader of opinion in a democ- 
racy should be able to state his \'icws clearly and con- 20 
vincingly. But all that the oratory can do of value to the 
community is to enable the man thus to explain himself; 
if it enables the orator to persuade his hearers to put false 
values on things it merely makes him a ix)wer for mischief. 
Some excellent public ser\'ants have not the gift at all, 25 
^ must rely upon their deeds to speak for them; and 
unless the oratory does represent genuine con\'ictiGn, 
based on good common sense and a]3lG to be translated 
into efficient perfonnance, then the better the oratory 
|iie greater the damage to the public it deceives. Indeed, 30 
it is a sign of marked poh'tical weakrvess m ^w^ ^'ovsssssss^- 

W3«A^ if the people tend to be earned ^-^^n \y3 Tfi*^^^- 
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oratory, if they tend to value words in and for themselves, 
as divorced from the deeds for which they are supposed to 
stand. The phrase maker, the phrase monger, the ready 
talker, however great his power, whose speech does not 

5 make for courage, sobriety and right understanding, is 
simply a noxious element in the body politic, and it speaks 
ill for the public if he has influence over them. To admire 
the gift of oratory without regard to the moral quality 
behind the gift is to do wrong to the republic. 

10 Of course, all that I can say of the orator applies with 
even greater force to the orator's latter-day and more 
influential brother, the journalist. The power of the 
journalist is great, but he is entitled neither to respect 
nor admiration because of that power unless it is used 

15 aright. He can do, and he often does, great good. He can 
do, and he often does, infinite mischief. All journalists, 
all writers, for the very reason that they appreciate the 
vast possibilities of their profession, should bear testimony 
against those who deeply discredit it. Offences against 

20 taste and morals, which are bad enough in a private citi- 
zen, are infinitely worse if made into instruments for de- 
bauching the community through a newspaper. Mendac- 
ity, slander, sensationaUsm, inanity, vapid triviality, all 
are potent factors for the debauchery of the public mind 

25 and conscience. The excuse advanced for vicious writ-- 
ing, that the public demands it and that the demand must 
be supplied, can no more be admitted than if it were ad- 
vanced by the purveyors of food who sell poisonous adul- 
terations. 

30 In short, the good citizen in a republic must realize that- 
he ought to possess two sets oi c^us^Vdi^, ^wd tWt neither 
avails xvithout the other. He itvxis^. \\aN^ ^^}wc^ Q^»&iS5R«a 
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which make for efficiency; and he must also have those 
j. qualities which direct tlie efficiency into channels for the 
^ public good. He is useless if he is inefficient. There Ls 
nothing to be done with that t3rpe of citizen of whom all 
\ that can be said is that he is harmless. Virtue which is 5 
-f dependent upon a sluggish circulation is not impressive. 
-] There is little place in active life for the timid good man. 
'[^ The man who is save<l l>y weakness from robust wicked- 
, ness is likewise rendered inunune from the robuster virtues. 
\ The good citizen in a repul)lic must first of all be able to 10 
hold his own. He is no good citizen unless he has the 
ability which will make him work hard and which at need 
i will make him fight hard. He is not a good citizen unless 
[ he is an efficient citizen. 

But if a man's effieicncy is not guided and regulated by is 
« a moral sense, then the more efficient he is the worse he 
j Js, the more dangerous to the body politic. Courtige, in- 
tellect, all the nuisterful qualities, ser\'e l)ut to nitiko a 
^DaJi more evil if they are used merely for that man's (a\ti 
^vancement, with bnital indifference to the rijijlits of 20 
others. It speaks ill for the community if the coninumity 
^'^rships these qualities and treats their jM)ssoss()rs as 
'leroes, regardless of whether the qualities are us(h1 rij^htly 
pr "Wrongly. It makes no difference as to the jirecise way 
^ which this sinister efficiency is shown. It makes no 25 
difference whether such a man's force and aljility ])etray 
themselves in the career of money maker or politician, 
soldier or orator, journalist or popular leader. If the man 
Works for evil, then the more successful he is the more he 
^ould be despised and condemned by all upright and 30 
farseein^f men. To judge a man raei^iV^ \t3 v^^\•v^viv^^f^ *>^ ^j^j^^ 
^Moment wrong; and if the people a\.\aL\\ybVa!sk\>xs^"3 '^^^ 
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judge men, if they grow to condone wickedness because 
the wicked man triumphs, they show their inability to 
understand that in the last analysis free institutions rest 
upon the character of citizenship, and that by such admi- 

s ration of evil they prove themselves unfit for liberty. 
The homely virtues of the household, the ordinary 
workaday virtues which make the woman a good house- 
wife and house mother, which make the man a hard worker, 
a good husband and father, a good soldier at need, stand 

10 at the bottom of character. But of course many others 
must be added thereto if a state is to be not only free, but 
great. Good citizenship is not good citizenship if exhibited 
only in the home. There remain the duties of the indi- 
vidual in relation to the state, and these duties are none too 

15 easy under the conditions which exist where the effort is 
made to carry on free government in a complex indus- 
trial civilization. Perhaps the most important thing the 
ordinary citizen, and, above all, the leader of ordinary 
citizens, has to remember in political life is that he must 

20 not be a sheer doctrinaire. The closei|t philosopher, the 
refined and cultured individual who from his library tells 
how men ought to be governed under ideal conditions, is 
of no use in actual governmental work; and the one-sidec 
fanatic, and still more the mob leader, and the insincer 

25 man who to achieve power promises what by no possibil 
ity can be performed, are not merely useless but noxious. 

The citizen must have high ideals, and yet he must b 
able to achieve them in practical fashion. No permaneu 
good comes from aspirations so lofty that they have grow: 

30 fantastic and have become impossible and indeed un 

desirable to realize. The impmcticabl'fc NmotaxY is fa- 

Jess often the guide and precursor Wvau \i^ Sa ^Swi ^ai&si 
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Foe of the real reformer, of the man who, with stum- 
and shortcomings, yet does in some shape, in prac- 
ashion, give effect to the hopes and desires of those 
taive for better things. Woe to the empty phrase- 
', to the empty idealist, who, instead of makings 
the ground for the man of action, turns against 
vhen he appears and hampers him as he does the 
Moreover, the preacher of ideals must remember 
orry and contemptible is the figure which he wiU 
ow great the damage that he will do, if he does not lo 
if, in his own life, strive measurably to realize the 
that he preaches for others. Let him remember 
lat the worth of the ideal must be largely determined 
3 success with which it can in practice be realized, 
lould abhor the so-called "practical^' men whose is 
cality assumes the shape of that peculiar baseness 
finds its expression in disbelief in morality and de- 
. in disregard of high standards of living and con- 
Such a creature is the worst enemy of the body 
!. But only less desirable as a citizen is his nominal 20 
ent and real ally, the man of fantastic vision who 
I the impossible better forever the enemy of the pos- 
50od. 

can just as little afford to follow the doctrinaires 
extreme individualism as the doctrinaires of an ex- 25 
socialism. Individual initiative, so faF from being 
iraged, should be stimulated; and yet we should re- 
er that, as society develops and grows more com- 
we continually find that things which once it was 
ble to leave to individual initiative can, under the 30 
ed condifcions, be performed m\)a \i^\X»^\ \^^»S^^\s^ 
?ja effort. It is quite imposstoV, ^^^ ^<3^\5a^ nss>^^»&- 
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sirable, to draw in theory a hard and fast line which shall 
always divide the two sets of cases. Thus every (me who 
is not cursed with the pride of the closet philosopher will 
see, if he will only take the trouble to think about some of 

sour commonest phenomena. For instance, when people 
live on isolated farms or in Kttle hamlets, each house can 
be left to attend to its own drainage and water supply; 
but the mere multiplication of families in a given area 
produces new problems which, because they differ in 

10 size, are found to differ not only in degree but in kind from 
the old; and the questions of drainage and water supply 
have to be considered from the conamon standpoint. It 
is not a matter for abstract dogmatizing to decide when 
this point is reached; it is a matter to be tested by prao- 

15 tical experiment. Much of the discussion about socialism 
and individualism is entirely pointless, because of failure 
to agree on terminology. It is not good to be the slave 
of names. I am a strong individualist by personal habit, 
inheritance and conviction; but it is a mere matter d 

2oconmion sense to recognize that the state, the commun- 
ity, the citizens acting together, can do a number of 
things })etter than if they were left to individual action. 
The individualism which finds its expression in the abuse 
of physical force is checked very early in the growth of 

25 civilization, and we of to-day should in our turn strive to 
shackle or destroy that individualism which triumphs by 
greed and cunning, which exploits the weak by craft in- 
stead of ruling them by brutality. We ought to go with 
any man in the effort to bring about justice and the equal- 

30ity of opportunity, to turn the tool user more and more 
into the tool owner, t« sKiit Wxd^xv^ ^ci t\Na.t t\!L<^Y <5an be 
n2ore equitably borne. TW de^demxv^ ^^51^^^ qv:l ^sjcj tms^ 
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the adoption of a logical and extreme socialistic system 
uld not be overstated; it would spell sheer destruction; 
would produce grosser wrong and outrage, fouler im- 
)rality, than any existing system. But this does not 
3an that we may not with great advantage adopt certain 5 
the principles professed by some given set of men who 
ppen to call themselves socialists; to be afraid to do so 
mid be to make a mark of weakness on our part. 
But we should not take part in acting a lie any more 
an in telling a lie. We should not say that men are 10 
ual where they are not equal, nor proceed upon the 
sumption that there is an equality where it does not 
st; but we should strive to bring about a measurable 
lality, at least to the extent of preventing the inequal- 
which is due to force or fraud. Abraham Lincoln,® a 15 
u of the plain people, blood of their blood and bone 
their bone, who all his life toiled and wrought and suf- 
h1 for them, and at the end died for them, who always 
ive to represent them, who would never tell an untruth 
or for them, spoke of the doctrine of equality with his 20 
Lai mixture of idealism and sound common sense. He 
i (I omit what was of merely local significance): "I 
ok the authors of the Declaration of Independence 
ended to include all men, but that they did not mean 
declare all men equal in all respects. They did not2S 
an to say all men were equal in color, size, intellect, 
►ral development or social capacity. They defined with 
erable distinctness in what they did consider all men 
tated equal — equal in certain inalienable rights, among 
ich are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This 30 
}y said, and this they meant. T\ve;>j ^\'\ ^<^No \tNfc'^>s^ ^J^ 
irt the obvious untruth thai a\\ n^^x^ "Ocsss^ ^v^^xi.^^ 
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enjoying that equality, or yet that they were about to 
confer it immediately upon them. They meant to set up 
a standard maxim for free society which should be far 
miliar to all — constantly looked to, constantly labored for, 

5 and, even though never perfectly attained, constantly ap- 
proximated, and thereby constantly spreading and deep- 
ening its influence, and augmenting the happiness and 
value of life to all people, ever3rwhere." 
We are bound in honor to refuse to listen to those men 

10 who would make us desist from the effort to do away with 
the inequality which means injustice; the inequality of 
right, of opportunity, of privilege. We are bound in 
honor to strive to bring ever nearer the day when, as far 
as is humanly possible, we shall be able to realize the 

15 ideal that each man shall have an equal opportunity to 
show the stuff that is in him by the way in which he rendos 
service. There should, so far as possible, be equality of 
opportunity to render service; but just so long as there is 
inequality of service there should and must be inequality 

20 of reward. We may be sorry for the general, the painter, 
the artist, the worker in any profession or of any kind, 
whose misfortune rather than whose fault it is that he 
does his work ill. But the reward must go to the man 
who docs his work well; for any other course is to create a 

25 new kind of privilege, the pri\41ege of folly and weakness; 
and special privilege is injustice, whatever form it takes. 

To say that the thriftless, the lazy, the vicious, the in- 
capable ought to have the reward given to those who are 
tarsighted, capable and upright is to say what is not true 

30 and cannot be true. Let us try to level up, but let us be- 
ware of the evil of levdm^ do^wiv. \l ^ xx^ax. %\M5s&Asfi^it 
^ a good thing to help \\\m \,o \\\^ l^\.. ^nwj «^^ ^^ 
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needs a helping hand now and then. But if a man Ues 
down, it is a waste of time to try to carry him; and it is a 
very bad thing for every one if we make men feel that the 
same reward will come to those who shirk their work and 
to those who do it. s 

Let us then take into account the actual facts of hfe^ and 
not be misled into following any proposal for achieving 
the millennium, for recreating the golden age, until we 
have subjected it to hard-headed examination. On the 
other hand, it is foolish to reject a proposal merely be- lo 
cause it is advanced by visionaries. If a given scheme is 
proposed, look at it on its merits and in considering it 
disregard formulas. It does not matter in the least who 
proposes it or why. If it seems good, try it. If it proves 
good, accept it; otherwise reject it. There are plenty of is 
men calling themselves socialists with whom up to a cer- 
tain point it is quite possible to work. If the next step 
is one which both we and they wish to take, why of course 
take it, without regard to the fact that our views as to the 
tenth step may differ. But, on the other hand, keep clearly 20 
in mind that, though it has been worth while to take one 
step, this does not in the least mean that it may be highly 
disadvantageous to take the next. It is just as foolish 
to refuse all progress because people demanding it desire 
at some points to go to absurd extremes as it would be to is 
go to these absurd extremes simply because some of the 
measures advocated by the extremists were wise. 

The good citizen will demand liberty for himself, and, 
as a matter of pride, he will see to it that others receive the 
liberty which he thus claims as his own. Probably the 30 
best test of true love of liberty in any country is the. "^"Jv.^ 
ID which minorities are treated m \X\a.\j to\i»^ir3 . ^'^x* ^^'^ 
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should there be complete liberty in matters of religion and 
opinion, but complete liberty for each man to lead his life 
as he desires, provided only that in so doing he does not 
wrong his neighbors. Persecution is bad because it is 

5 persecution, and without reference to which side happens 
at the moment to be the persecutor and which the perse- 
cuted. Class hatred is bad in just the same way, and 
without any regard to the individual who at a given time 
substitutes loyalty to a class for loyalty to the nation or 

10 substitutes hatred of men because they happen to come in 
a certain social category for judgment awarded them ac- 
cording to their conduct. Remember always that the 
same measure of condemnation should be extended to the 
arrogance which would look down upon or crush any man 

15 because he is poor and to the envy and hatred which would 
destroy a man because he is wealthy. The over-bearing 
brutality of the man of wealth or power and the envious 
and hateful malice directed against wealth or power are 
really at root merely different manifestations of the same 

20 quality, merely the two sides of the same shield. 

The man who, if bom to wealth and power, exploits 
and ruins his less fortunate brethren is at heart the same 
as the greedy and violent demagog who excites those who 
have not property to plunder those who have. The 

25 gravest \\Tong upon his country is inflicted by that man, 
whatever his station, who seeks to make his countrymeri 
divide primarily on the line that separates class from clasB, 
occupation from occupation, men of more wealth frwa 
men of less wealth, instead of remembering that the only 

30 safe standard is that which judges each man on his worth 
as a man, whether he be neYi ot ^^cv^t , >n\\3msvi\» 'we«d to 
his profession or to his stalioiv. Va.\\le. '^\xOsi'^^0c&^s^ 
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true democratic test, the only test that can with pro- 
priety be applied in a republic. There have been many 
republics in the past, both in what we call antiquity and 
in what we call the Middle Ages. They fell, and the 
prime factor in their fall was the fact that the parties 5 
tended to divide along the Hne that separates wealth 
from poverty. It made no difference which side was 
successful, it made no difference whether the repubhc 
fell under the rule of an oligarchy or the rule of a mob. In 
either case, when once loyalty to a class /had been sub- lo 
fitituted for loyalty to the republic the end of the repubhc 
was at hand. There is no greater need to-day than the 
need to keep ever in mind the fact that the cleavage be- 
tween right and wrong, between good citizenship and bad 
citizenship, runs at right angles to, and not parallel \\dth, is 
the lines of cleavage between class and class, between 
occupation and occupation. Ruin looks us in the face 
if we judge a man by his position instead of judging him 
by his conduct in that position. 

In a republic to be successful we must learn to combine 20 
intensity of conviction with a broad tolerance of difference 
of conviction. Wide differences of opinion in matters 
of religious, political and social belief must exist if con- 
science and intellect alike arc not to be stunted, if there 
IS to be room for healthy growth. Bitter internecine 25 
hatreds, based on such differences, are signs not of earnest- 
i^ess of belief but of that fanaticism which, whether 
ysligious or anti-religious, democratic or anti-democratic, 
K itself but a manifestation of the gloomy bigotry which 
has been the chief factor in the downfall of so many, 30 
^ii^By nations. 
Of one man in especial, beyond aivy oxva ^^^,*Ocvfc ^^oassce 
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of a republic should beware, and that is of the man wb 
appeals to them to support him on the ground that 1m 
is hostile to other citizens of the republic, that he wil 
secure for those who elect him, in one shape or another 
5 profit at the expense of other citizens of the repubUc. I 
makes no difference whether he appeals to class hatred o: 
class interest, to religious or anti-religious prejudice. Thi 
man who makes such an appeal should always be presume 
to make it for the sake of furthering his own interest. Th( 

10 very last thing that an intelligent and self-respectinj 
member of a democratic community should do is to rewarc 
any public man because that public man says he will ge< 
the private citizen something to which this private citi- 
zen is not entitled, or will gratify some emotion or aminos- 

15 ity which this private citizen ought not to possess. Lei 
me illustrate this by one anecdote from my own experience 
A number of years ago I was engaged in cattle ranching 
on the great plaineof the western United States. Thert 
were no fences. The cattle wandered free, the owner- 

20 ship of each being determined by the brand; the calves 
were branded with the brand of the cows they followed. 
If on the round-up an animal was passed by, the follow- 
ing year it would appear as an unbranded yearling, and 
was then called a maverick. By the custom of the coun- 

25 try these mavericks were branded with the brand of th( 

• man on whose range they were found. One day I wai 
riding the range with a newly hired cowboy and we caiw 
upon a maverick. We roped and threw it, then we built i 
Httle fire, took out a cinch ring, heated it at the fire anc 

30 the cowboy started to put on the brand. I said to him 
*'Jt IS So-and-so^s brand," ivaimiv^ l\v^ Tsvaxi ««v ^«^ 

range we happened to be. He aT\s^e;t^^\ "''Tto3bii% 
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jht, boss; I know my business." In another moment I 
id to him: "Hold on; you are putting on my brand!" 
a which he answered: "That's all right; I always put 
I the boss's brand." I answered: "Oh, very well. Now, 
)u go straight back to the ranch and get what is owing 5 
I you; I don't need you any longer." He jimiped up 
id said: "Why, what's the matter? I was putting on 
)ur brand." And I answered: "Yes, my friend, and if 
)u will steal for me you will steal from me." 
Now, the same principle which appHes in private lifeio 
)plies also in pubhc hfe. If a public man tries to get 
)ur vote by saying that he will do something wrong in 
)ur interest, you can be absolutely certain that if ever 
becomes worth his while he will do something wrong 
;ainst your interest. is 

So much for the citizenship of the individual in his 
lations to his family, to his neighbor, to the state. There 
main duties of citizenship which the state, the aggrega- 
>n of all the individuals, owes in connection with other 
ates, with other nations. Let me say at once that I am 20 
) advocate of a foolish cosmopolitanism. I beUeve that a 
an must be a good patriot before he can be, and as the 
Jy possible way of being, a good citizen of the world. 
q)erience teaches us that the average man who protests 
at his international feehng swamps his national feeling, is 
at he does not care for his country because he cares so 
uch for mankind, in actual practice proves himself the 
e of mankind; that the man who says that he does not 
re to be a citizen of any one country because he is a 
bizen of the world, is in very fact usually an exceedingly 30 
idesirable citizea of whatever coixiet' q»1 'Ocl^ ^^^^N^iS. 
opens at the moment to be m. Ix^ ^'^ ^^ssil \Ni^>ax%. '^ 
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moral needs and moral standards may change; 1 
present, if a man can view his own country and all 
countries from the same level with tepid indifferenc 
wise to distrust him, just as it is wise to distrust tl 

5 who can take the same dispassionate view of his w: 

his mother. However broad and deep a man 's symp 

however intense his activities, he need have no fei 

they will be cramped by love of his native land. 

Now, this does not mean in the least that a man 

10 not wish to do good outside of his native land. • 
contrary, just as T think that the man who loves his 
is more apt to be a good neighbor than the ma^ wl 
not, so I think that the most useful member of the 
of nations is normally a strong patriotic nation. 

IS from patriotism being inconsistent with proper reg 
the rights of other nations, I hold that the true ] 
who is as jealous of the national honor as a 
man of his own honor, will be careful to see that 
tion neither inflicts nor suffers wrong, just as a 

20 man scorns equally to wrong others or to suffer ot 
wrong him. I do not for one moment admit that p 
morality is different from private morality, that a i 
made on the stump differs from a promise made in 
life. I do not for one moment admit that a man 

25 act deceitfully as a pubUc servant in his dealmj 
other nations, any more than that he should act dec 
m his dealings as a private citizen with other privi 
zens. I do not for one moment admit that a nation 
treat other nations in a different spirit from that u 

30 an honorable man would treat other men. 

in practically applying t\i\a ^y«vq:y^\^ \ici ^t^, \ 
oi cases there is, of coutae, a. ^^•e.X. \>^^^\Aa^ eix^- 
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be taken into account. We speak of international law; 
but international law is something wholly different from 
private or municipal law, and the capital difference is 
that there is a sanction for the one and no sanction for 
the other; that there is an outside force which compels in- 5 
dividuals to obey the one, while there is no such outside 
force to compel obedience as regards the other. Inter- 
national law will, I believe, as the generations pass, grow 
stronger and stronger until in some way or other there 
develops the power to make it respected. But as yet 10 
it is only in the first formative period. As yet, as a rule, 
each nation is of necessity obliged to judge for itself in 
matters of vital importance between it and its neighbors 
and actions must of necessity, where this is the case, be 
different from what they are where, as among private 15 
citizens, there is an outside force whose action is all-power- 
ful and must be invoked in any crisis of importance. 

It is the duty of wise statesmen, gifted with the power 
of looking ahead, to try to encourage and build up every 
movement which will substitute or tend to substitute some 20 
other agency for force in the settlement of international 
disputes. It is the duty of every honest statesman to try 
to guide the nation so that it shall not wrong any other 
nation. But as yet the great civilized peoples, if they are 
to be true to themselves and to the cause of humanity and 25 
civilization, must keep ever in mind that in the last resort 
they must possess both the will and the power to resent 
wrongdoing from others. The men who sanely believe 
in a lofty morality preach righteousness; but they do not 
preach weakness, whether among private citizens or among 30 
nations. We believe that our id^a^s %\vwiJA \^ \!e^^\5c^ 
not so high as to make it impo§>s\\A^ rcv^'assox'^s^ Xs^^^'s^sia&i 
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tbon. We smoaely and earnestly bdieve in peace; 1 
peace and justice conflict, we scorn the man niio i 
not stand for justice, though the whc^e world cai 
arms against hhn. 

5 And now, my hosts, a word in parting. You i 
belong to the only two republics among the great F 
of the world- The ancient friendship between I 
and the United States has been, on the whole, a s 
and disinterested friendship. A calamity' to you ' 

10 be a sorrow to us. But it would be more than tha 
the seething turmoil of the history of humanity c 
nations stand out as possessing a peculiar power or c 
some special gift of beauty or wisdom or strength, 
puts them among the inmiortals, which makes them 

15 forever with the leaders of mankind. France is c 
these natioas. For her to sink would be a loss to £ 
world. There are certain lessons of brilliance a 
generous gallantry that she can teach better than s 
her sister nations. When the French peasantry sa 

2oMaIbrook,® it was to tell how the soul of this warri 
took flight upward through the laurels he had won. !^ 
seven centuries ago Froissart, writing of a time o 
disaster, said that the realm of France was never so sti 
that there were not left men who would valiantly 

25 for it. You have had a great past. I believe tha 
will have a great future. Long may you carry 
solves proudly as citizens of a nation which bears a 
ing part in the teaching and uplifting of mankind! 



LAST WORDS ON AMERICANISM 

3ANN0T be with you, and so all I can do is to wish 
Godspeed. There must be no sagging back, in the 
for Americanism merely because the war is over, 
e are plenty of persons who have already made the 
tion that they believe the American people have as 
; memory, and that they intend to revive all the for- 
associations which most directly interfere with the 
)lete Americanization of our people. 
IT principle in this matter should be absolutely 
le. In the first place we should insist that if the im- lo 
ant who comes here does in good faith become an 
rican and assimilates himself to us, he shall be treated 
I exact equality with every one else, for it is an outrage 
scriminate against any such man because of creed, or 
place, or origin. is 

it this is predicted upon the man's becoming in very 
an American and nothing but an American. If he 
to keep segregated with men of his own origin and 
•ated from the rest of America, then he isn't doing 
art as an American. 20 

lere can be no divided allegiance here. Any man 
says he is an American but something else also isn't 
merican at all. We have room for but one flag, the 
cican flag, and this excludes the red flag, which sym- 
es all wars against Hberty and civilization just as 25 
1 as it excludes any foreign flag of a nation to which 
re hostile. 

5 have room for but one langviag|& \v^t^ «xA "OcvaX. >s. 
igljsh language, for we intend to see tYv-aX. ^iJcve c^^^^^ 
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turns our people out as Americans, of American nation- 
ality, and not as dwellers in a polyglot boarding house; 
and we have room for but one soul lojralty, and that is 
loyalty to the American people. 
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MY LIFE AS A NATURALIST ^ 

asked to give an account of my interest in natural 
and my e3q)erience as an amateur naturalist. The 
has always been very real; and the latter, un- 
bely, very limited. 

't suppose that most men can tell why their minds 5 
acted to certain studies any more than why ih&r 
ire attracted by certain fruits. Certainly, I can 
3 explain why I like "natural history" than why 
^^alifomia canned peaches; nor why I do not care 
b enormous brand of natural history which deals lo 
vertebrates any more than why I do not care for 
d peaches. All I can say is that almost as soon 
;an to read at aU I began to like to read about the 
history of beasts and birds and the more formid- 
interesting reptiles and fishes. is 

fact that I speak of "natural history" instead of 
y," and use the former expression in a restricted 
Till show that I am a belated member of the gen- 

that regarded Audubon** with veneration, that 
d Waterton** — ^Audubon's violent critic — as the 20 
' the wandering naturalist, and that looked upon 

as a delightful , but rather awesomely erudite 
3 of advanced scientific thought. In the broader 
lank Heaven, I sat at the feet of Darwin** and 
,^ and studied the large volumes in which Marsh's® 25 
dy's** palaeontological studies were embalmed, with 
lion that was usually attended by a dreary Isjck 

inted by permission from the Aryvericcra 'NL'ttWweKv. 
vol Kviu, p, 321 (May, 1918.) 
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of reward — ^what would I not have given fifty years ago 
for a writer like Henry Fairfield Osbom,*' for some scioh 
tist who realized that intelligent laymen need a guide 
capable of building before their eyes the life that was, in- 

5 stead of merely cataloguing the fragments of the death 
that is. 

I was a very nearsighted small boy, and did not evei 
know that my eyes were not normal until I was fourteeo; 
and so my field studies up to that period were even mo» 

10 worthless than those of the average boy who "collects* 
natural history specimens much as he collects stamps. I. 
studied books industriously but nature only so far as couHj 
be compassed by a molelike vision; my triumphs con- 
sisted in such things as bringing home and raising — ^by tfal 

15 aid of milk and a syringe — & family of very young gnj 
squirrels, in fruitlessly endeavoring to tame an excessive()r 
unamiable woodchuck, and in making friends with I 
gentle, pretty, trustful white-footed mouse which rearel 
her family in an empty flower pot. In order to attnrf 

20 my attention birds had to be as conspicuous as bobolinb 
or else had to perform feats such as I remember the bail 
swallows of my neighborhood once performed, when thiy 
assembled for the migration alongside our house and lifr 
cause of some freak of bewilderment swarmed in throu^ 

25 the windows and clung helplessly to the curtains, t!» 
furniture, and even to our clothes. 

Just before my fourteenth birthday my father — ^theni 
trustee of the American Museum of Natural History- 
started me on my rather mothlike career as a naturaW 

30 by giving me a pair of spectacles, a French pin-fire doubb' 
barreled shotgun — and leaiaox^ m ^\\5Scwi|, \s«Aa», TIte 
spectacles literally opened a. t^s^ ^Qt\^ \si tbsv. "^^ 
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chanism of the pin-fire gun was without springs and 
arefore could not get out of order — an important point, 
my mechanical ability was nil. The lessons in stuff- 
5 and mounting birds were given me by Mr. John G. 
U, a professional taxidermist and collector who had 5 
companied Audubon on his trip to the "Far West." 
r. Bell was a very interesting man, an American of the 
fore-the-war type. He was tail, straight as an Indian, 
th white hair and smooth-shaven clear-cut face; a 
piified figure, always in a black frock coat. He had lo 
scientific knowledge of birds or mammals; his interest 
r merely in collecting and preparing them. He taught 
) as much as my limitations would allow of the art of pre- 
ring specimens for scientific use and of mounting them, 
me examples of my wooden methods of mounting birds is 
J now in the American Museum: three different species 
Eg3rptian plover, a snowy owl, and a couple of spruce 
luse mounted on a shield with a passenger pigeon— the 
lee latter killed in Maine during my college vacations. 
iVith my spectacles, my pin-fire gun, and my clumsy 20 
lustry in skinning "specimens," I passed the winter 
72-75 in Egypt and Palestine, being then fourteen 
urs old. My collections showed nothing but enthusiasm 
my part. I got no bird of any unusual scientific value. 
f observations were as valueless as my collections 2S 
^e on just one small point; and this point is of interest 
y as showing, not my own power of observation, but 
J ability of good men to fail to observe or record the 
mingly self-evident. 

Tn the Nile the only book dealing with Egyptian birds 30 
ich I bad with me was one by an Ei^^^\i d^et^^YMBsv^ 
fh Smith, who at the end of his aecouA ncAxskw^ ^b»^ 
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a short list of the species he had shot, with some oammeDii 
on their habits but without descriptions. On my wi^ 
home through Europe I secured a good book of Egyp- 
tian ornithology by a Captain Shelley. Both books eno- 

5 merated and commented on several species 61 chats— the 
Old World chats, of course, which have nothing in common 
with our queer warbler of the same name. Two of these 
chats were common along the edges of the desert One 
species was a boldly pied black and white bird, the othff 

10 was colored above much like the desert sand, so that lAai 
it crouched it was hard to see. I found that the strikiD{^ 
conspicuous chat never tried to hide, was very much on 
the alert, and was sure to attract attention when a long 
way off; whereas the chat whose upper coIot hannoniied 

15 with its surroundings usually sought to escape observatkiD 
by crouching motionless. These facts were obvious even 
to a dull-sighted, not particularly observant boy; th^ 
were essential features in the comparison between and in 
the study of the life histories of the two birds. Yet oeiihff 

20 of the two books in my possession so much as hinted at 
them. 

I think it was my observation of these, aa<} a few sim- 
ilar facts, which prevented my yielding to the craie tW 
fifteen or twenty years ago became an obsession with 

25 certain otherwise good men — ^the belief that all animeb 
were protectively colored when in their natural suixcuad- 
ings. That this simply wasn't true was shown by a mo- 
ment's thought of these two chats; no rational man eooid 
doubt that one was revealingly and the other ooiioeil- 

aoingly colored; and each was an example of wbat was tliB 
in tbousanda of other caaea. ^o'cncskN^t^ \ksfe voiadHt 
showed the only, and very mid, tojotX. ^\aL^\ w«W 
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ed as a ''faimal naturalist.'' I never grew to have 
powers of observation. But whatever I did see I saw 
y and I was fairly apt to understand what it meant, 
her words, I saw what was sufficiently obvious, and 
ch case did not usually misinterpret what I had seen. 5 
linly this does not entitle me to any particular credit, 
be outstanding thing is that it does entitle me to some, 
althou^ of a n^ative kind; for the great majority 
servers seem quite unable to see, to record, or to un- 
and facts so obvious that they leap to the eye. My lo 
dmithologists offered a case in point as regards the 
i; and I shall shortly speak of one or two other cases, 
►r example, the cougar and the saddle-backed lechwi. 
fcer returning to this country and until I was halfway 
igh college, I continued to observe and collect in the is 
Ml <rf the ordinary boy who is interested in natural 
ry. I made copious and valueless notes. As I said 
B, I did not see and observe very keenly; later it in- 
ted and rather chagrined me to find out how much 

C. Hart Merriam® and John Burroughs** saw when 20 
at out with them near Washington or in the Yellow- 
) Park; or how much more George K. Cherrie** and 
5. Miller® and Edmund Heller'' and Edgar A. Meams° 
tny own son Kermit saw in Africa and South Amer- 
«i the trips I took to the Nyanza lakes and across the 25 
ilian hinterland. 

iring the years when as a boy I "collected specimens" 
jrster Bay or in the north woods, my contributions to 
lal research were of minimum worth — they were lim- 
to occasional records of such birds as the dominicaao 
ler at Oyster Bay, or to seeing a du^ X^ss:^ ^^^^ 

in a loose gang g£ night herona, ox \» TL^s^kosk "^^ofc 



252 ROOSEVELT S WRITINGS 

bloodthirsty conduct of a captive mole shrew — ^I think I 
sent an account of the last incident to C. Hart Merriam. 
I occasionally sent to some small ornithological publica- 
tion a local list of Adirondack birds or something of the 

5 sort; and then proudly kept reprinted copies of the list on 
my desk until they grew dog-eared and then disappeared. 
I lived in a region zoologically so well known that the 
obvious facts had all been set forth already, and as I lacked 
the power to find out the things that were not obvious, my 

10 work merely paralleled the similar work of hundreds of other ■ 
young collectors who had a very good time but who made I 
no particular addition to the sum of human knowledge. 

Among my boy friends who cared for ornithology was a 
fine and manly young fellow, Fred Osbom, the brother of 

IS Henry Fairfield Osbom. He was drowned, in his gallant 
youth, forty years ago; but he comes as vividly before my 
eyes now as if he were still alive. One cold and snowy 
winter I spent a day with him at his father's house at 
Garrison-on-the-Hudson. Numerous northern birds, 

20 which in our eyes were notable rarities, had come down 
with the hard weather, I spied a flock of crossbills in a 
pine, fired, and excitedly rushed forward. A twig caught 
my spectacles and snapped them I knew not where. But 
dim though my vision was, I could still make out the red 

25 birds lying on the snow; and to me they were treasures of 
such importance that I abandoned all thought of my 
glasses and began a nearsighted hunt for my quarry. By 
the time I had picked up the last crossbill I found that I 
had lost all trace of my glasses; my day's sport — or scien- 

30 tific endeavor, whatever you choose to caU it— came to 
an abrupt end; and as a t^svilt o( tlva lesson I never again 
in my life went out B\ioo\ki!g^, N^Y^aNiJwet ^\Kt ^^-osxss*'^ vsi 
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elephants, without a spare pair of spectacles in my pocket. 
After some ranch experiences I had my spectacle cases 
made of steel; and it was one of these steel spectacle cases 
"Which saved my life in after years when a man shot into 
me in Milwaukee.^ 5* 

While in Harvard I was among those who joined in form- 
ing the Nuttall Club, which I believe afterward became 
one of the parent sources of the American Ornithologists' 
Union. 

The Harvard of that day was passing through a phase of 10 
biological study which was shaped by the belief that Ger- 
man university methods were the only ones worthy of 
copy, and also by the proper admiration for the younger 
Agassiz,^ whose interest was mainly in the lower forms of 
marine life. Accordingly it was the accepted doctrine is 
that a biologist — ^the word "naturalist" was eschewed as 
archaic — ^was to work toward the ideal of becoming a 
section cutter of tissue, who spent his time studying this 
tissue, and low marine organisms, under the microscope. 
Such work was excellent; but it covered a very small part 20 
of the biological field; and not only was there no encour- 
agement for the work of the field naturalist, the faunal 
naturalist, but this work was positively discouraged, and 
was treated as of negligible value. The effect of this atti- 
tude, common at that time to all our colleges, was detri-25 
mental to one very important side of natural history re- 
search. The admirable work of the microscopist had no 
attraction for me, nor was I fitted for it; I grew even more 
interested in other forms of work than in the work of a 
faunal naturalist; and I abandoned all thought of making 30 
the study of my science my life interesX.. 

But I never lost a real interest m iia.\A]Lt3\\cL^tor3\^flc^ 



o5^ 

1 ^^^^a \n^^ 






3\a.y 



boosev 



tc 



est "^T^ ":;„ ^t\v 



rcft^^ 









,V,\ctvf«^- 



ot 



tot\^' 












xeti^^^cota^^, 



aec 






to**^ tt «^^ 



'^^•^ *^^v »*• 






*■. 



rbcA 
5:uoN 

'very ^"^^ U'^^^'a t^*^ ^^Vx^^^«* ?^tVc9 ot ^* 



deal oi 



•,tdoti»*^ a3 «\^staftce t, 



ItJ. 



Co\ota^ 



eP'^'^^TotaAo- ^: to ^^""^flvty 






s\\8t^ 



cct W 









MY UFE AS A NATURALIST 265 

pennanently, or at least until the young were 
(Bke foxes and wolves), and whether the anunal 
.t its prey by rambling and stalking or, as was 
lently asserted, by lying in wait on the branches 
tree. The facts I saw and observed during our five s 
fi' hunt in the snow were obvious; they needed only 
implest powers of observation and of deduction from 
"vation. But nobody had hitherto shown or exercised 
) simple powers! My narrative in the volume ''Out- 
Pastimes of an American Hunter " gave the first lo 
mably fuU and trustworthy life history of the cougar 
gards its most essential details — for Merriam's capi- 
Ldirondack study had dealt with the species when it 
too near the vanishing point and therefore when the 
itions were too abnormal for some of these essential is 
Js to be observed. 

South America I made observations of a certain 
J on some of the strange creatures we met, and these 
o be found in the volume " Through the Brazilian 
emess; " but the trip was primarily one of explora- 20 
In Africa, however, we reaUy did some good work in 
ral history. Many of my observations were set forth 
r book "African Game Trails; '' and I have always felt 
the book which Edmund HeUer and I jointly wrote, the 
e Histories of African Game Animals," was a serious 2S 
worth-while contribution to science. Here again^ 
oontribution, so far as I was concerned, consisted 
y in seeing, recording, and interpreting facts which 
really obvious, but to which observers hitherto had 
blind, or which they had iii\am\feT^T%\i^ ^"j^s^^ ^^ 
epcxTtsmea seemed incapable ol »<^\aJ^ «ss?s**^^s^^^s^ 
' as a trophy, partly becaxiae a\,a?j-^\Aicrcck& ^^'^ysssi^ 
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atists never saw anything at all except skins and da 
which enabled them to give Latin names to new *^sgm 
or '* subspecies," partly because collectors had c»Ilec 
birds and beasts in precisely the spirit in which ot 
5 eoUectore assembled postage stamps. 

I shall give a few instances. In mid-Africa we a 
across a peculiar bat, with a greenish body and s 
blue wings. Specimens of this bat had often been 
lected. But I could find no record of its really interes 

10 habits. It was not nocturnal; it was hardly even ere] 
cular. It hung from the twigs of trees during the day 
its activities began rather eariy in the afternoon. It 
not fly continuously in swallow fashion, according to 
usual bat custom. It behaved like a phoebe or other 

15 catcher. It hung from a twig until it saw an insect, t 

swooped down, caught the insect, and at once retui 

to the same or another twig — ^just as a phoebe or pec 

or kingbird returns to its perch after a similar flight. 

On the White Nile I hunted a kind of handsome r 

20 antelope, the white-withered or saddle-backed led 
It had been known for fifty years to trophy-seel 
sportsmen, and to closet naturalists, some of whom 
called it a kob and others a water buck. Its nea 
kinsman was in reality the ordinary lechwi, which d 

25 far off to the south, along the Zambezi. But during 
half century no hunter or closet naturalist had gras 
this obvious fact. I had never seen the Zambezi lee 
but I had carefully read the accoimt of its habit 
Selous® — ^a real hunter-naturalist, faunal naturalist 

30 soon as I came across the White Nile river bucks, 

observed their habits, 1 said \iO xk^ twc^^^vJscj^^&'^issais 

^ere undoubtedly lechma*. 1 N»rco\.fe ^iXx^a. \si -^^s^^^x 
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to another English hunter-naturalist, Migand; and even 
a slight examination of the heads and skins when compared 
with those of the other lechwi and of the kobs and water 
bucks proved that I was right. 

A larger, but equally obvious group of facts was that 5 
connected with concealing and revealing coloration. As 
eminent a naturalist as Wallace,® and innumerable men 
of less note, had indulged in every conceivable vagary 
of speculative theory on the subject, largely based on 
supposed correlation between the habits and the shape lo 
or color patterns of big animals which, as a matter of fact, 
they had never seen in a state of nature. While in Africa 
I studied the question in the field, observing countless 
individuals of big beasts and birds, and comparing the 
results with what I had observed of the big game and the is 
birds of North America (the result being borne out by 
what I later observed in South America) . In a special chapi- 
ter of the " Life Histories of African Game Animals," as 
well as in a special number of the "American Museum 
Bulletin,'' I set forth the facts thus observed and the con- 20 
elusions inevitably to be deduced from them. All that I 
thus set forth, and all the conclusions I deduced, belonged 
to the obvious; but that there was need of thus setting 
forth the obvious was sufficiently shown by the simple 2S 
fact that large numbers of persons refused to accept it 
even when set forth. 

I do not think there is much else for me to say about 
my anything but important work as a naturalist. But 
perhaps I may say further that while my interest in nat- 
ural history had added very httle to my sum of achieve- 30 
ment, it has added immeasurably to my sum of enioymftiLt 
in life. 
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lie remains to be added to his aooount of the beaver 
a vocabulary of their language, a code of their 
kI a sketch of their religion, to make it the most 
B natural history of that animal 'which can xx)8Bibly 
ed to the public 5 

are cannot be a greats imposition, or indeed a 
insult on common understanding, than the wish 
e us believe the stories [in question] ... a very 
te ^beave of understanding is surely sufficient to 
any one] against giving credit to such marvelous lo 
Lowever smoothly they may be told, or however 
Ihey may be asserted by tiie romancing traveler." 
ne was himself a man who added greatly to the 
knowledge about the beasts of the wilderness. We 
ch observers; much remains to be told about the is 
d the bear, the lynx and the fisher, the moose and 
bou. Undoubtedly wild creatures sometimes show 
expected traits, and individuals among them some- 
jerform fairly startling feats or exhibit totally 
d-for sides of their characters in their relations 20 
te another and with man. We much need a full 
tnd observation of all these animals, undertaken 
rvers capable of seeing, understanding, and record- 
it goes on in the wilderness; and such study and 
tion cannot be made by men of dull mind and 25 
power .of appreciation. The highest type of stu- 
nature should be able to see keenly and writer inter- 
and should have an imagination that will enable 
interpret the facts. But he is not a student of 
at all who sees not keenly but falsely^ who writes la 
Tj^y and untruthfully, axiA. ^\iO^ \s£k5Me5isiias^ 
to interpret facts but to ixw^iA. ^iJoRSca.. 
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We owe a real debt to the men who truthfully portray 
for us, with pen or pencil, any one of the many sides of 
outdoor life; whether they work as artists or as writers, 
whether they care for big beasts or small birds, for the 

5 homely farmland or for the vast, lonely wilderness, 
whether they are scientists proper, or hunters of game, 
or lovers of all nature — ^which, indeed, scientists and 
hunters ought also to be. John Burroughs and John Muir, 
Stewart Edward White, and Frederic Hemington, Olive 

10 Thome Miller,® Hart Merriam, William Homaday, 
Frank Chapman, J. A. Allen,** Ernest IngersoU, Witmer 
Stone, William Cram, George Shiras — ^to all of these and 
to many like them whom I could name, we owe much, 
we who love the breath of the woods and the fields, and 

15 who care for the wild creatures, large or small. And the 
surest way to neutralize the work of these lovers of truth 
and nature, of truth in nature-study, is to encourage those 
whose work shows neither knowledge of nature nor love 
of truth. 

20 The modern "nature faker" is of course an object of 
derision to every scientist worthy of the name, to every 
real lover of the wilderness, to every faunal naturalist, 
to every true hunter or nature lover. But it is evident 
that he completely deceives many good people who are 

25 wholly ignorant of wild life. Sometimes he draws on his 

own imagination for his fictions; sometimes he gets them 

second-hand from irresponsible guides or trappers or 

Indians. 

In the wilderness, as elsewhere, there are some persons 

30 who do not regard the truth; and these are the very 
persons who most delight to fvW. ctedvXowa ^\x«Mes5&'^^ 
impossible stones of wild beasts, k^ ^ot \Tveiaa»&,^^^'«!^^ 
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in a world of mysticism, and they often ascribe super- 
natural traits to the animals they know, just as the men 
of the Middle Ages, with ahnost the same childlike faith, 
credited the marvels told of the unicorn, the basilisk, the 
roc,** and the cockatrice.® .... s 

It would take a volume merely to catalogue the comic 
absurdities with which the books of these writers are filled. 
There is no need of discussing their theories; the point is 
that their alleged "facts" are not facts at all, but fancies. 
Their most striking stories are not merely distortions of lo 
facts, but pure inventions; and not only are they inven- 
tions, but they are inventions by men who know so httle of 
ihe subject concerning which they write, and who to igno- 
rance add such utter recklessness, that they are not even 
able to distinguish between what is possible, however is 
wildly improbable, and mechanical impossibilities. Be it 
remembered that I am not speaking of ordinary mistakes, 
of ordinary errors of observation, of differences of inter- 
pretation and opinion; I am dealing only with dehberate 
invention, dehberate perversion of fact. 20 

Now all this would be, if not entirely proper, at least 
far less objectionable, if the writers in question were con- 
tent to appear in their proper garb, as is the case with the 
men who write fantastic fiction about wild animals for 
the Sunday issues of various daily newspapers. Moreover, 25 
as a writer of spirited animal fables, avowed to be such, any 
man can gain a distinct place of some importance. But 
it is astonishing that such very self-evident fiction as 
that which I am now discussing should, when advertised 
as fact, impose upon any person of good sense, no matter 30 
how ignorant of natural history aivd oi ^w^^\&fc. ^^^^ 
of UB have enjoyed novels like "Xiii"^^c\ci\«vft\^^^^^^ 
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fen- iDstanee. Bat if 3^. Rider HanuvT badiBasfcedtfaat 
his Do^-eb were not dottcIs bat reoards of actoai &ct, ve 
ahoold feel a mild wonder at the worthy peraoDS wbo 
accepted them as serknis oontnbotiaiis to the stody cf 

5 African gec^raphy and ethnology. 

It is not probable that the wiiteiB in question have even 
so much as seen some of the »tiTTnal« wfaic^ they mnmtdy 
describe. They certainly do not know the first thing 
about their habits, nor ev^i about their physical stmctme. 

loJudging frcHn the internal evidence of their books, I 
should gravely doubt if they had ever seen a wild wolf 
or a wild lynx. The wolves and Ijrnxes and other animsls 
which they describe are full brothers of the wild beasts 
that ai^)ear in "Uncle Remus"® and "Reynard the 

15 Fox/' ® and deserve the same serious ccoisideratian ham 
the zoological standpoint. Certain of their w(^ves appear 
as gifted with all the philosophy, the self-restraint, and 
the keen intelligence of, say, Marcus Aurelius,** together 
with the lofty philanthropy of a modem altruist; thougii 

20 unfortunately they are hampered by a wholly erroneoiB 
view of caribou anatomy. 

Like the White Queen** in "Through the Loc^dnS- 
Glass,'' these writers can easily believe three imposaUe 
things before breakfast; and they do not mind in the least 

25 if the impossibilities are mutually contradictory. Thus, 
one story relates how a wolf with one bite reaches the 
heart of a bull caribou, or a moose, or a horse — a feat 
which, of course, has been mechanically impossihle of p^"- 
formance by any land carnivore since the deatii of ti* 

30 last saber-toothed tiger. But the next story will cheer- 
. fully describe a doubtful coxAeaX. \s^\;^?^\^ \3Dfc ^cAt %.\sd i 
Jynx or a bulldog, in v/bick \)aa \aXXjet ^sotsSn^s^ \3wbs^ 
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bites. Now of course a wolf that could bite into 
t of a horse would swallow a bulldog or a lynx like 

3 story, a wolf is portrayed as guidmg home some 
dren, in a spirit of thou^tful kindness; let the 5 
tful individual who has girded up his loins to be- 
8 think of the way he would receive the statement 
small farmer's boy that when lost he was guided 
r a coon, a possum, or a woodchuck. Again, one 
story-book wolves, when starving, catches a red lo 
which he takes round as a jH-esent to propitiate a 
rolf . If any man seriously thinks a starving wolf 
jt in this manner, let him study hounds when feed- 
a when they are not starving, 
inimals are alternately portrayed as actuated by is 
of exalted humanitarianism, and as possessed of 
,c prowess and insight into motive. In one story 
T figures in the latter capacity. A fisher is a big 

the size of a fox. This particular story-book 
hen pursued by hunters on snow-shoes, kills a buck 20 
« in the throat, and leaves the carcass as a bribe 
unters, hoping thereby to distract attention from 

Now, foxes are continually hunted; they are far 
iver than fishers. What rational man would pay 
a story that a fox when hunted killed a good-sized 25 
a bite in the throat, and left it as a bribe to the 
and hunters, to persuade them to leave him alone? 
y is just as possible as the other, 
other story, the salmon is the hero. The writer 
)y blunders about the young salmon which a ten 30 
^ visit to any govemmeivt ^^ XvaX^^^rj -^n^csSi^ 
bled him to avoid; and aa a e^DDMKX., ^<5»ss^si«»^c»ss«a 



264 ROOSEVELTS WRITINGS 

the salmon goes up a fall by flopping from ledge to ledge 
of a cliff, under circumstances which make the feat about 
as probable as that the fish would use a stepladder. As 
soon as these writers get into the wilderness, they develop 

5 preternatural powers of observation, and, as Mr. Shiras 
says, become themselves "invisible and odorless," so that 
the shyest wild creatures permit any closeness of intimacy 
on their part; in one recent story about a beaver colony, 
the alternative to the above proposition is that the beavers 

10 were both blind and without sense of smell. 

Yet these same writers, who see such marvelous things 
as soon as they go into the woods, are incapable of ob- 
serving aright the most ordinary facts when at home. One 
of their stories relates how the eyes of frogs shine at night 

15 in the wilderness; the author apparently ignoring the fact 
that frog-ponds are common in less remote places, and are 
not inhabited by blazing-eyed frogs. Two of our naost 
common and most readily observed small mammals are 
the red squirrel and the chipmunk. The chipmunk has 

20 cheek pouches, in which he stores berries, grain, and small 
nuts, whereas the red squirrel has no cheek pouches, and 
carries nuts between his teeth. Yet even this simple 
fact escapes the attention of one of the writers we are dis- 
cussing, who endows a red squirrel with cheek pouches 

25 filled with nuts. Evidently excessive indulgence in inven- 
tion tends to atrophy the power of accurate observation. 
In one story a woodcock is described as making a kind 
of mud splint for its broken leg; it seems a pity not to 
have added that it also made itself a crutch to use while 

30 the splint was on. A Baltimore oriole is described as mak- 
ing a contrivance of twigs and s\xm!?,a ^V'st^^ \a %i(ivsbsk 
/is nest, under circumstances ^w\Ac\v ^o\3^^\Hi:^^ 'OoaTassir 
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1 ability and physical address of a sailor making a ham- 
ock; and the story is backed up by affidavits, as are 
hers of these stories. This particular feat is precisely as 
xssible as that a Rocky Mountain pack rat can throw 
le diamond hitch. The affidavits in support of theses 
irious stories are interesting only because of the curious 
^t they throw on the personalities of those making and 
jlieving them. 

If the writers who make such startling discoveries in 
e wilderness would really study even the denizens of a lo 
imyard, they would be saved from at least some of their 
ore sahent mistakes. Their stories dwell much on the 
beaching" of the young animals by their elders and 
jtters. In one story, for instance, a wild duck is de- 
ribed as "teaching" her young how to swim and get is 
leir food. If this writer had strolled into the nearest 
imyard containing a hen which had hatched out duck- 
igs, a glance at the actions of those ducklings when the - 
jn happened to lead them near a puddle would have en- 
^htened him as to how much "teaching" they needed. 20 . 
ut these writers exercise' the same florid imagination 
hen they deal with a robin or a rabbit as when they de- ; 
iribe a bear, a moose, or a salmon. 
It is half amusing and half exasperating to think that 
lere should be excellent persons to whom it is necessary 25 
) explain that books stuffed with such stories, in which 
le stories are stated as facts, are preposterous in their 
orthlessness. These worthy persons vividly call to mind 
rofessor Lounsbury's comment on "the infinite capacity 
• the human brain to withstand the introduction of 30 . 
lowledge. " The books in questioiv coTA,aAXi TiG '^\aX.'eaj»sa^ 
ueh a serious and truth-loving studeviX. Q>1 xiaJyox^ ^"ss?^ 
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accept, save statements whidi have already long beeo 
known as established by trustwortliy writers. The faUes 
they contain bear the same relation to real natural Ynsstxaj 
that Bamum's^ famous artificial mermaid bore to red 

5 fish and real mammals. No man who has really studied 
nature in a spirit of seeking the truth, whether he be big 
or little, can have any controversy with these writers; 
it would be as absurd as to expect some genuine student 
of anthropology or archeology to enter into a controversy 

10 with the climisy fabricators of the Cardiff Giant.° Thdr 
books carry their own refutation; and affidavits in sup- 
port of the statements they contain are as worthless as 
the similar aflSidavits once solemnly issued to show that 
the Cardiff "giant" was a petrified pre-Adamite man. 

15 There is now no more excuse for being deceived by thdr 
stories than for being still in doubt about the silly Car- 
diff hoax. 

Men of this stamp wUI necessarily arise, from time to 
time, some in one walk of life, some in another. Our 

20 quarrel is not with these men, but with those who give 
them their chance. We who beheve in the study of na- 
ture feel that a real knowledge and appreciation of wild 
things, of trees, flowers, birds, and of the grim and crafty 
creatures of the wilderness, give an added beauty and 

25 health to life. Therefore we abhor deUberate or reddesB 
untruth in this study as much as in any other; and there- 
fore we feel that a grave wrong is committed by all who, 
holding a position that entitles them to respect, y^ con- 
done and encourage such untruth. 



THE DEER OF NORTH AMERICA 

ITiTH the exceptkHi of the bison, during the period of 
^eniy, the chief game aniioals followed by the Amer- 
i rifle-bearing hunter have always been the different 
resentatives of the deer f amily, and, out on the great 
Ins, the pronghom antelope. They were the games 
ch Daniel Boone followed during the closing decades 
the eighteenth c^itury, and David Crockett during 
opening decades of the nineteenth; and now, at the 
set of the twentieth century, it is probably not too 
ch to say that ninety-nine out of every hundred head lo 
^ame killed in the United States are deer, elk, or an- 
tpe. Indeed, the proportion is very much larger. In 
'iain restricted locaUties black bear were at one time 
7 numerous, and over large regions the multitudinous 
Is of the bison formed until 1883 the chief objects of is 
uit. But the bison have now vanished; and though 
^lack bear has held its own better than any other of 
arger camivora, it is only very locally that it has 
been plentiful in the sense that even now the elk, 
and antelope are still plentiful over considerable 20 
of country. Taking the United States as a whole, 
er have always been by far the most numerous of 
ne; they have held their own in the land better 
ay other kinds; and they have been the most com- 
larry of the hunter. 25 

nomenclature and exact specific relationships of 
n deer and antelope offer difficulties not only to 
!;er but to the natuialiat. Ks x^i^ga^ "^^ ^sssomss^t- 
ve share the trouble eiiCiO>3ii\ieK^\y3 ^S^ ^^jrr^S«*^ 
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of European descent who have gone into strange lands. 
The incomers are almost invariably men who are not 
accustomed to scientific precision of expression. Like 
other people, they do not like to invent names if they 

Scan by any possibiHty make use of those already in 
existence, and so in a large number of cases they call the 
new birds, and animals by names apphed to entirely 
different birds and animals of the Old World to which, 
in the eyes of the settlers, they bear some resemblance. 

10 In South America the Spaniards, for instance, christened 
"Hon" and "tiger" the great cats which are properly 
known as cougar and jaguar. In South Africa the Dutch 
settlers, who came from a land where all big game had 
long been exterminated, gave fairly grotesque names to 

15 the great antelopes, calling them after the European 
elk, stag, and chamois. The French did but little better 
in Canada. Even in Ceylon the EngUsh, althougji be- 
longing for the most part to the educated classes, did 
no better than the ordinary pioneer settlers, miscalling 

20 the sambur stag an elk, and the leopard a cheetah. Our 
own pioneers behaved in the same way. Hence it is that 
we have no distinctive name at all for the group of pe- 
culiarly American game birds of which the bob-white is 
the typical representative; and that, when we could not 

25 use the words quail, partridge, or pheasant, we went 
for our terminology to the barn-yard, and called our 
fine grouse, fool-hens, sage-hens, and prairie-chickens. 
The bear and wolf our people recognized at once. The 
bison they called a buffalo, which was no worse than the 

30 way in which every one in Europe called the Old World 
hison an aurochs. The Ameneaxi \,Tvsft ^\k. ^jod reindeer 
were recbristened moose and eariboM — ^-xr^^xsX* \sssss8&> 
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the way, derived from the Indian. The huge stag 
5 called an elk. The extraordmary antelope of the high 
stem peaks was christened the white goat; not un- 
urally, as it has a most goatlike look. The prong- 
k of the plains, an animal standing as much alone 5 
)ng ruminants as does the giraffe, was simply called 
elope. Even when we invented names for ourselves, 
apphed them loosely. The ordinary deer is sometimes 
.wn as the red deer, sometimes as the Virginia deer, 
[ sometimes as the whitetail deer, — the last being lo 
Tar the best and most distinctive term. 
a the present condition of zoological research it is 
possible to state accurately how many "species" of 
r there are in North America, both because mammal- 
jts have not at hand a sufficient amount of material is 
the way of large series of specimens from different 
ilities, and because they are not agreed among them- 
res as to the value of "species," or indeed as to exactly 
it is denoted by the term. Of course, if we had a 
iplete series of specimens of extinct and fossil deer 20 
ore us, there would be an absolutely perfect inter- 
dation among all the existing forms through their 
g-vanished ancestral types; for the existing gaps have 
in created by the extinction and transformation of 
se former types. Where the gap is very broad and 25 
11 marked no difficulty exists in using terms which 
ill express the difference. Thus the gap separating 
I moose, the caribou, and the wapiti from one another, 
i from the smaller American deer, is so wide, and 
Te is so complete a lack of transitional forms, that 30 
J differences among them are expxessfe^Xs^ T^'ij5yo;:t^iSj^v^ 
the use of different generic terms. T\Afe ^^^N^^*^'^^^ 
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the whitetail and the different forms of blacktail, thougii 
much less, is also clearly marked. But when we come 
to consider the blacktail among themselves, we find two 
very distinct types which yet show a certain tendency to 
5 intergrade; and with the whitetail very wide differ^ioes 
exist, even in the United States, both individually among 
the deer of certain locahties, and also as between all the 
deer of one locahty when compared with all the deer of 
another. Our present knowledge of the various fonns 

10 hardly justifies us in dogmatizing as to their exact relative 
worth, and even if our knowledge was more complete, 
naturalists are as yet wholly at variance as to the laws 
which should govern specific nomenclature. However, 
the hunter, the mere field naturalist, and the lovo* of 

IS outdoor Hfe, are only secondarily interested in the nice- 
ness of these distinctions, and it is for them that this 
volume is written. Accordingly, I shall make no effort 
to determine the number of different but closely allied 
forms of smaller deer which are found in North Temptf- 

20 ate America. 

Disregarding the minor differences, there are in North 
America in addition to the so-called antelope, six \Mlj 
distinct kinds of deer: the moose, caribou, wapiti, white- 
tail, and the two blacktails. 

25 The moose in its various forms reaches from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, through the cold boreal forests of Canada, 
extending its range down into the United States in northr 
ern New England, JVlinnesota, and along the Bodqr 
Mountains. It was exterminated from the AdirondftckB 

30 in the early sixties, about the time that the wapiti was 
exterminated in Pennsylvama, ot nctj ^ottlY before, ft 

is the brother of the Old "WoiVd e\k, ^tA \\^ \ssMei ««k 
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vel horns, short neck, swollen noee, and long legs dis- 
;iiish it at a ^ance from any other animal, 
lie caribou is found throughout most of the moose's 
ge, but it does not extend so far south, and in scxne oi 
forms reaches much farther north, being found on the 5 
i barrens, from Newfoundland to the shores of the 
tic. It is the only animal which is still at certain 
x>ns found in enormous multitudes comparable to the 
b herds of bison in the old days, and in parts of its 
ge it is being slaughtered in the same butcherly spirit lo 
b was responsible for the extinction of the bison. The 
erent kinds of Amierican caribou are closely akin to 
reindeer of the (Xd World, and their long, irregularly 
ached antlers, with palmated ends, their big feet, 
rse heads, and stout bodies, render them as easily dis- 15 
^uishable as the moose. 

lae wapiti or round-homed elk always had its centre 
kbundance in the United States, though in the West it 
[ also found far north of the Canadian line. This splen- 
deer affords a good instance of the difficulty of deciding 20 
%t name to use in treating of our American game. On 
one hand, it is entirely imdesirable to be pedantic; and 
the other hand, it seems a pity, at a time when speech 
nitten ahnost as much as spoken, to use terms which 
petually require explanation in order to avoid confu-25 
I. The wapiti is not properly an elk at aU; the term 
Mti is unexceptionable, and it is greatly to be desired 
t it should be generally adopted. But unfortunately it 
. not been generally adopted. From the time when our 
Jcwoodsmen first began to hunt the animal among the ao 
t-hillgr of the Appalachian chains "to \iifc ^T«aKcX. ^sarj ^*^ 
been universally known as elk vrhatev^c \\»\^b&\3R«Kk 
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Qths of the territory over which it roamed a century 
id a quarter ago. Although it was never found in any 
le place in such enormous numbers as the bison and the 
ribou, it nevertheless went in herds far larger than 
e herds of any other American game save the two men- s 
>iied, and was formerly very much more abundant 
[thin the area of its distribution than was the moose 
ithin the area of its distribution. It is now almost lim- 
3d to certain mountainous areas in the Rockies and on 
le Pacific coast, — The Pacific coast form differing from lo 
le ordinary form. 

The remaining three deer are much more closely con- 
jcted with one another, all belonging to the same genus. 
he whitetail has always been, and is now, on the whole 
le commonest of American game, and it has held its is 
vn better than any other kind. It is found from south- 
■n Canada, in various forms, from the Atlantic to the 
Ekcific, down into South America. It is given various 
Eunes, and throughout most of its habitat is simply 
aown as "deer"; but wherever it comes in contact with 20 
le blacktail it is almost invariably called whitetail. This 

a very appropriate name, for its tail is habitually so 
irried as to be extremely conspicuous, being Nwhite and 
iishy, only the middle part above being dark colored, 
he antlers curve out and forward, the prongs branch- 2S 
ig from the posterior surface. 

The Rocky Mountain blacktail or mule-deer is some- 
hat larger, with large ears, its tail short-haired and round, 
hite excepting for a black tip, and with antlers which 
>rk evenly like the prongs of a pitchfork, — so that itaa 

dUBScult to say which prong sl[vo\M\>^ ^^^xi^^^st^^ *"vfc& 
im shaft, — and each prong itseVi \Al\3Ct^^\fc^ ^^sg^fi^- "^^ 
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longer to be found in plenty; and within a year one 
16 greatest of living hunters has stated that it is no 
ger possible to find any American wapiti bearing heads 
mparable with the red deer of Hungary. As a matter 
fact, in the early eighties there were still great r^ons s 
lere every species of game that had ever been known 
thin historic times on our continent were still to be 
imd as plentifully as ever. In the early nineties there 
jre still large regions in which this was true of all game 
cept the buffalo; for instance, it was true of the elk in lo 
rtions of northwestern Wyoming, of the blacktail in 
irthwestem Colorado, of the whitetail here and tha:e 
the Indian Territory, and of the antelope in parts of 
3W Mexico.. Even at the present day there are smaller, , 
it still considerable regions where these four animals is 
B yet found in great abundance, and I have seen antlers 
wapiti shot in 1900 far surpassing any of which there 
record from Hungary. In New England and New York, 
well as New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, the whitetail 
er is more plentiful than it was thirty years ago, and 20 
Maine (and to an even greater extent in New Brunswick 
e moose and caribou have, on the whole, increased 
ring the same period. There is yet ample opportunity 
: the big game hunter in the United States and Canada; 
ule not even in the old days was it possible to go on 25 
y trip better worth taking than the recent successful 
int of Mr. Dall DeWeese, of Canon City, Colorado, 
ber the giant moose, giant bear, white sheep, and caribou 
Alaska. 

While it is necessary to give this word of wamio!^ tA m 
oae who, in praising time past, aXw^-^^ lQt^\» *v^^ ^-^^^^st- 
utiea of the present, it is a t\iO\isaii'aL lo\^Tasst^^^^^^^^^ 
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to remember that these opportunities are, nevertheless, 
vanishing; and if we are a sensible people, we will make 
it our business to see that the process of extinction is 
arrested. At the present moment the great herds of 

5 caribou are being butchered as in the past the great herds 
of bison and wapiti have been butchered. Every believer 
in manliness, and therefore in manly sport, and every 
lover of nature, every man who appreciates the majesty 
and beauty of the wilderness and of wild life, should 

10 strike hands with the far-sighted men who wish to pre- 
serve our material resources, in the efifort to keep our 
forests and our game beasts, game birds, and game fish— 
indeed all the living creatures of prairie, and woodland, 
and seashore — from wanton destruction. 



THE WHITETAIL DEER 

I wfaitetail deer is now, as it always has been, the 
plentiful and most widely distributed of American 
me. It holds its own in the land better than any 
species, because it is by choice a dweller in the thick 
: and swamps, the places around which the tide of 5 
ition flows, leaving them as islets of refuge for the 
reatures which formerly haunted all the country, 
uige of the whitetail is from the Atlantic to the 
i, and from the Canadian to the Mexican borders, 
•mewhat to the north and far to the south of these lo 

The animal shows a wide variabiUty, both in- 
ally and locally, within these confines; from the 
•'s standpoint it is not necessary to try to determine 
^ the weight that attaches to these local variations, 
re is also a very considerable variation in habits, is 
npared with the mule-deer, the whitetail is not a 
of the mountains. As compared with the prong- 
it is not a lover of the treeless plains. Yet in the 
anies and the Adirondacks, at certain seasons espe- 
and in some places at aU seasons, it dwells high 2a 
; the densely wooded mountains, wandering over 
rests and sheer sides, and through the deep ravines; 
in the old days there were parts of Texas and the 
L Territory where it was found in great herds far 
L the prairie. Moreover, the peculiar nature of its 25 
L habitat, while generally enabling it to resist the 
ght of man longer than any of its fellows, some- 
exposes it to speedy extermination. To ^V\& ^^^ 
/ the rich fcoitom-Iands and low pxairifc^ o\ *Cofc 

277 
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Mississippi Valley proper, when the dry plains countiy 
is reached, the natural conditions are much less favor- ^ 
able for whitetail than for other big game. The black 
bear, which in the East has almost precisely the same 

5 habitat as the whitetail, disappears entirely on the great f 
plains, and reappears in the Rockies in regions which the ^ 
whitetail does not reach. All over the great plains, intof - 
the foot-hills of the Rockies, the whitetail is found, but 
only in the thick timber of the river bottoms. Through- 

10 out the regions of the Upper Missouri and Upper Platte, 
the Big Horn, Powder, Yellowstone, and Cheyenne, over 
all of which I have hunted, the whitetail lives among the 
Cottonwood groves and dense brush growth that fringe the 
river beds and here and there extend some distance up the 

15 mouths *of the large creeks. In these places the whitetail 
and the mule-deer may exist in close proximity; but nor- 
mally neither invades the haunts of the other. 

Along the ordinary plains river, such as the Little Mis- 
souri, where I ranched for many years, there are three 

20 entirely different types of country through which a man 
passes as he travels away from the bed of the river. There 
is first the alluvial river bottom covered with cottonwood 
and box-elder, together with thick brush. These bottoms |= 
may be a mile or two across, or they may shrink to but a 

25 few score yards. After the extermination of the wajriti, 
which roamed everywhere, the only big game animal 
found in them was the whitetail deer. Beyond this level 
alluvial bottom the ground changes abruptly to bare, 
rugged hills or fantastically carved and shaped Bad Lands 

30 rising on either side of the river, the ravines, coulieu, 
creeks, and canyons twistvivg, tVvicAii^l\ them in every di- 
rection. Here there are p8A,e\i<e» ol ^!k^, ^^ftaa^^^gssfc.^i^ 
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oally other trees, but the country is very rugged, 
J cover very scanty. This is the home of the mule- 
ad, in the roughest and wildest parts, of the big- 
The absolutely clear and sharply defined line of 
:ation between this rough, hilly country, flanking s 
T, and the alluvial river bottom, serves as an equally 
marked line of demarkation between the ranges 
whitetail and the mule-deer. This belt of broken 
'- may be only a few hundred yards in width; or it 
tend for a score of miles before it changes into the lo 
rairies, the high plains proper. As soon as these 
3hed, the prongbuck's domain begins, 
le plains country is passed, and the vast stretches 
ntainous region entered, the river bottoms become 
2r, and the plains on which the prongbuck is found is 
of very limited extent, shrinking to high valleys 
teaus, while the mass of rugged foot-hills and moun- 
Id immensely to the area of the mule-deer's habitat, 
a equal areas of country, of the three different 
alluded to above, that in which the mule-deer is 20 
offers the greatest chance of success to the rifle- 
; hunter, because there is enough cover to shield 
d not enough to allow his quarry to escape by 
and hiding. On the other hand, the thick river 
s offer him the greatest difficulty. In consequence, 2S 
;he areas of distribution of the different game ani- 
•e about equal, the mule-deer disappears first be- 
3 hunter, the prongbuck next, while the whitetail 
ut the best of all. I saw this frequently on the 
jtone, the Powder, and the Little Missouri. WKensQ 
^hman first came into this country \)aa TCwXftA^^t 
; and yielded a far more certam Yiaxv^^X* \si "Cc^^ 
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hunter than did either the pron^uck or the \ 
They were the first to be thinned out^ the pi 
lasting much better. The cowboys and small ra 
most of whom did not at the time have hounds, 
5 lowed the prongbuck; and this, in its turn, w«3 k 
before the whitetail. But in other places a sli^ 
in the conditions con^)letely reversed the orde 
struction. In parts of Wyoming and Mcmtana tl 
tainous region where the mule-deer dwelt was 

10 vast extent, and the few river bottoms oa w 
whitetail were found were so easily hunted, that tl 
tail was completely exterminated throu^out L 
tricts where the mule-deer continued to abound, 
over, in these regions the tablelands and plains up 

15 the prongbuck was found were limited in extent 

though the prongbuck outlasted the whitetail, it • 

long before the herds of the mule-deer had been d 

from among the neighboring mountains. 

The whitetail was originally far less commoi 

20 forests of northern New England than was the 
for in the deep snows the moose had a much bette 
to escape from its brute foes and to withstajid < 
starvation. But when man appeared upon the 
followed the moose so much more eagerly than he 

25 the deer that the conditions were reversed and tl 
was killed out. The moose thus vanished entir 
the Adirondacks, and almost entirely from Ma 
the excellent game laws of the latter state, and the 
and efi&ciency with which they have been execute 

30 the last twenty years, has resulted in an increase < 
doling that time. During tbe ^Biaft ^cna^ ^Ossfc 

deer baa inereased to an even greabtet ex^eoX*. \> 
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more plentiful in New York and New England 
. was a quarter of a oentury ago. Strag^ers are 
. in Connecticut, and, what is still more extraordi- 
/, even occasionally come into wild parts of deaisely 
Hilated little Rhode Island, — ^my authority for the last 5 
bement being Mr. C. Grant La Farge. Of all our wild 
le, the wfaitetail responds most quickly to the efforts 
its protection, and except the wapiti, it thrives best 
lemi-domestication; in consequence, it has proved easy 
areflervB it, e^en in such places as Cape Code in Mas- lo 
bjusetts and Long Island in New York; while it has in- 
jUBed greatly in Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine, 
I has m(^ than held its own in the Adirondacks. Mr. 
les R. Sheffield, of New York City, in the summer of 
0, spent several weeks on a fishing trip throu^ north- is 
Maine. He kept count of the moose and deer he saw, 
I came across no less than thirty-five of the former and 
X five hundred and sixty of the latter; in the most 
ely parts of the forest deer were found by the score, 
&^ m broad daylight on the edges of the ponds. Deer 20 
still plentiful in many parts of the All^hany Moun- 
IS, iiom Pennsylvania southward, and also in the 
imps and cane-brakes of the South Atlantic and Gulf 
bes. 

^Thete the differences in habitat and climate are so 25 
Bit there are may changes of habits, and some of them 
, noteworthy kind. Mr. John A. Mclllhenny, of Avery's 
md, Louisiana, fonnerly a lieutenant in my regiment,® 
iS in what is still a fine game country. His plantation 
1 the delta of the Mississippi, among the vast marshes, 30 
th of whidi lie the wooded swampa. ^\3cL^3c&\sja!c^£sfia* 
' the awBmpa were formerly \i\ietaS^:5 ^Saiorwi^ nri^ 



282 SOOSEVELTS WRITINGS 

whitetail deer, and the animals are still plentiful in them. 
Mr. Mclllhenny has done much deer-hunting, always 
using hounds. He informs me that the breeding times 
are unexpectedly different from those of the northern 
5 deer. In the North, in different localities, the rut takes 
place in October or November, and the fawns are dropped 
in May or June. In the Louisiana marshes around Av- 
ery's Island the rut begins early in July and the fawns 
are dropped in February. In the swamps inomediately 

10 north of these marshes the dates are fully a month later. 
The marshes are covered with tall reeds and grass, -and 
broken by bayous, while there are scattered over them 
what are called " islands'' of firmer ground overgrown 
with timber. In this locality the deer live in the same 

IS neighborhood all the year round, just as, for instance, 
they do on Long Island. So on the Little Missouri, in 
the neighborhood of my ranch, they lived in exactly the 
same locaUties throughout the entire year. Occasionally 
they would shift from one river bottom to another, or go 

20 a few miles up or down stream because of scarcity of food. 
But there was no general shifting. 

On the Little Missouri, in one place where they were 
not molested, I knew a particular doe and fawn with 
whose habits I became quite intimately acquainted. 

25 When the moon was full they fed chiefly by night, and 
spent most of the day lying in the thick brush. When 
there was little or no moon they would begin to feed earfy 
in the morning, then take a siesta, and then — ^what strud 
me as most curious of all — ^would go to a little willo#- 

30 bordered pool about noon to drink, feeding for some timB 

before and after drinkm^. ki\,et ^tvo^Vvrx fiesta th^ 

would come out late in the ai^ieniooTL ^tA Veu^xscci^^ssh^ 
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the Adirondacks the deer often alter their habits 
iletely at different seasons. Soon after the fawns are 

they come down to the water's edge, preferring the 
iborhood of the lakes, but also haunting the stream 
:s. The next three months, during the hot weather, 5 

keep very close to the water, and get a large propor- 
of their food by wading in after the lilies and other 
.tic plants. Where they are much hunted, they only 
J to the water's edge after dark, but in regions where 

are Uttle disturbed they are quite as often diurnal lo 
leir habits. I have seen dozens feeding in the neigh- 
ood of a lake, some of them two or three hundred 
s out of the shallow places, up to their beUies; and 
after sunrise, or two or three hours before sunset. Be- 
September the deer cease coming to the water, and is 
ack among the dense forests and on the mountains, 
•e is no genuine migration, as in the case of the mule- 
, from one big tract to another, and no entire deser- 
of any locality. But the food supply which drew the 
lals to the water's edge during the summer months 20 
^ signs of exhaustion toward fall; the deUcate water- 
ts have vanished, the maish-grass is dying, and the 

are less succulent. An occasional deer still wanders 
y the shores or out into the lake, but most of them 
1 to roam the woods, eating the berries and the leaves 2S 
twig ends of the deciduous trees, and even of some 
le conifers, although a whitetail is fond of grazing, 
cially upon the tips of the grass itself. I have seen 
se feeding on the tough old lily stems and wading 
• them when the ice had skimmed the edges of the 30 
. But the whitetail has usually goiie \>^c^ vc^ ^^^c^ 
fe Jong before freezing time. 
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From Long Island south there is not enough snow to 
make the deer alter their habits in the winter. As soon as 
the rut is over, which in different localities may be from 
October to December, whitetail are apt to band together— 

5 more apt than at any other season, although even tbei 
they are often found singly or in small parties. While 
nursing, the does have been thin, and at the end of the [ 
rut the bucks are gaunt, with their necks swollen and 
distended. From that time on bucks and does alike put 

10 on flesh very rapidly in preparation for the winter. Where 
there is no snow, or not enough to interfere with their 
travelling, they continue to roam anywhere throu^ 
the woods and across the natural pastures and meadows, 
eating twigs, buds, nuts, and the natural hay which is 

15 cured on the stalk. 

In the northern woods they form yards during the win- 
ter. These yards are generally found in a hardwood growth 
which offers a supply of winter food, and consist simj^ 
of a tangle of winding trails beaten out through the snow 

20 by the incessant passing and repyassing of the animal. 'Rw 
yard merely enables the deer to move along the various 
paths in order to obtain food. If there are many deer to- 
gether, the yards may connect by interlacing paths, so 
that a deer can run a considerable distance through than. 

as Often, however, each deer will yard by itself, as food is 
the prime consideration, and a given locality may only 
have enough to support a single animal. When the 
snows grow deep the deer is wholly unable to move, once 
the yard is left, and hence it is absolutely at the mercy cf ft 

^man on snow-shoes, or of a cougar or a woM, if foimd ftt 
such times. The man on aTi!crw-^^3«8» ^"ml \&s5^ -f*! 
comfortably; and the cow^ai axA \5ri^ ^^«^, ififi^«s5^ 
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red by the snow, are not rendered helpless like the 
I have myself scared a deer out of a jrard and seen 
ader hi^fdessly in a great drift before it had gone 
Toda. When I came up close it plougl^ its way 
i^ort distance through the drif ts, making tremen- s 
eaps. But as the snow was over six feet deep, so 
le deer sank below the level of the surface at each 
and yet could not get its feet on the solid ground, 
ime so exhausted that it fell over on its side and 
1 in terror as I came up; after looking at it I passed io 
[ide hunters and frontier settlers sometimes go out 
ihe deer cm snow-shoes when there is a crust, and 
this method of killing is called crusting. It is simply 
Ty, for the deer cannot, as the moose does, cause 
suer a diase which may last dajs. No sdf-respect- is 
m would follow this method of hunting save from 
csessity of having meat. 

^ery wild localities deer sometimes yard on the ice 
the edges of lakes, eating off att the twigs and 
les, whether of hardwood trees or of conifers, which 20 
an reach. 

he beginning of the rut the does flee from the bucks, 
follow them by scent at full speed. The white- 
ick rarely tries to form a herd of does, though 
I sometimes gather two or three. The mere fact 25 
is tactics necessitate a long and arduous chase after 
odividual doe prevents his organizing herds as the 
bull does. Sometimes two or three bucks will be 
strung out one behind the other, following the same 
The bucks wage desperate battle among them- 30 
during this season, coming to^ettieT m^ik ^ Oss^^^ 
an pushing and straining for an Yiovvi Qt \i^^ ^ ^ 



286 BOOSEVELTS WRITINGS 

time, with their mouths open) imtil the weakest ^vee 
way. As soon as one abandons the fight he flees with all 
possible speed, and usually escapes unscathed. While 
head to head there is no opportunity for a disabling thrust, 

5 but if, in the effort to retreat, the beaten buck gets caught, 
he may be killed. Owing to the character of the antlers 
whitetail bucks are peculiarly apt to get them interlocked 
in such a fight, and if the efforts of the two beasts fail to 
disentangle them, both ultimately perish by starvation. 

10 1 have several times come across a pair of skulls with 
interlocked antlers. The same thing occurs, though far 
less frequently, to the mule-deer and even the wapiti. 

The whitetail is the most beautiful and graceful of all 
our game animals when in motion. I have never been 

15 able to agree with Judge Caton that the mule-deer is 
clumsy and awkward in his gait. I suppose all such 
terms are relative. Compared to the moose or caribou 
the mule-deer is light and quick in his movements, and 
to me there is something very attractive in the poise and 

20 power with which one of the great bucks bounds off, all 
four legs striking the earth together and shooting the 
body upward and forward as if they were steel springs. 
But there can be no question as to the infinitely superior 
grace and beauty of the whitetail when he either trots 

25 or runs. The mule-deer and blacktail bound, as already 
described. The prongbuck gallops with an even gait, 
and so does the bighorn, when it happens to be caught 
on a flat; but the whitetail moves with an indescribable 
spring and buoyancy. If surprised close up, and much 

30 terrified, it simply runs away as hard as it can, at a gait 
not materially different iioin. ih^ of any other game am- 
mal under like ci^c\^nstaIveea,\?\i^^^^a\i^^^^&^iks^c^ 
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held down, and the tail is raised perpendicularly, 
lally its mode of progression, whether it trots or 
s entirely unique. In trotting, the head and 
)oth held erect, and the animal throws out its 
a singularly proud and free motion, bringing thes 
up, whUe at every step there is an indescribable 
n the canter origallop the head and tail are also 
, the flashing white brush being very conspicuous. 

four low, long, marvellously springy bounds 
, and then a great leap is made high in the air, lo 
succeeded by three or four low bounds, and then 
er high leap. A whitetail going through the 
this manner is a singularly beautiful sight. It 

my experience that they are not usually very 
yhtened by an ordinary slow trackhound, and 15 
en a buck play along in front of one, alternately 
ind cantering, head and flag up, and evidently 
ry little fear. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON CONCEALING COLORATION 

IN AFRICAN ANIMALS ^ 

Ik Africa I was able to study for neatiy a year the halnts 
ci the te^ning myriads o( great game, and many d my 
obeervations were made with special referenee to Ito 
question of concealing coloration. The first, and by far 
5 iiie most iAiportant, fact brought home to any competent 
observer is that as regards the great majority (ji these 
animals the question of cover infinitely outweighs ^ 
question of coloration in the problem of ccmcealment; 
this being so true that when there is no adequate cover 

10 most of the big animals do not trust to concealment at 
all, and concealment, whether of coloration or otherwise, 
plays no part in making their lives successful. Next eomes 
the fact that there are some animals, chiefiy the eaia, 
whose peculiar physical address in hiding and in stealkhy 

15 approach and escape is such that their ability in this 
respect far outweighs the question of coloration, and even 
the question of cover, provided the cover is in any way 
adequate. Finally, there are some animals as to which 
it is possible that the coloration does have a concealing 

20 effect of some importance. 

The game that dwells in thick cover is extremely hard, 
not merely to shoot, but even to see; and it is the cover, 
and not the coloration of the animals, that is responsible 
for this. Indeed mere size seems to have a far greater 

25 effect on visibihty than does color; the bigger the animal, 

^Reprinted by perimssioiv iioisi ^''^^N^saSswi^ «sA Omoeal- 
Ing Coloration in Birds aivd ls\^mm^'' '\xv B-viXV^^xiv ^^ ^ 
American Museum oj Natural HisU)T'y,No\.^KKs.,^.\NSk. 
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the easier it is to see. But sufficiently heavy coYer i^iidds 
sveu the heaviest game. In the high elephant grass, and 
in bamboos, as well as in dense forest, elephants disappear 
30 completely that they can only be procured by following 
m their trail, and even their giant bodies, looming black 5 
ind large, are not visible to the peering, expectant hunter 
intil but a few yards away. The buffalo, big, Uadc, 
iasily trailed, are, just because smaller, even more difficult 
x> foUow and see in thick cover, whether of reeds or jungie. 
Neither animal gets the slightest advantage from its color; lo 
ndeed the coloration of both is advertising; but in such 
»ver the ooloration is (rf no consequence, one way or the 
)ther. The hunter follows the trail, and if the b«ist does 
lot hear or wind him, he finally catches a ^impse of it 
slose up — ^just as the weasel follows the trail of a rabbit is 
)r UK)Use until close enough for the jump. The diflFerence 
s merely that the hunter follows the trail by si^t, and 
Jie weasel by scent; doubtless the latter 's sharp eyes come 
a use when the scent warns it that its quarry is close by; 
md there is no more warrant for supposing that the weasel 20 
s noijded by the "white stern sky pattern'' on such of his 
dctims as happen to possess such a pattern than for sup- 
xising that the hunter would be misled if an elej^nt 
^rere similarly ornamented. 

Those rhinoceroses that dwell in the bush are hard to 25 
«e and hunt, whereas in the plains they are, next to the 
dephant and the giraffe, the most conspicuous animals, 
ji the bush they owe their invisibility solely to the cover; 
Jieir coloration is of no consequence one way or the other, r^ 

The lesser game animals of the thick cover vary so 30 
widely in coloration as to render it impossibVi ^Sm^^ ^fci^ 
xfloraiJon of any one of them can be ol "reaX. ^\^\RRiwi?5^ 
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or concealing value. In the gloomy, wet mountain forests, 
choked with vines and undergrowth and down timber, 
the giant hog and the bongo are the two typical big game 
animals. The giant hog is almost black; the bongo, an 

5 antelope as big as an alderney cow, is brilliantly colored. 
The coloration of the bongo is, if anything, advertising 
rather than concealing — ^it is certainly advertising under 
any conditions which make the color of its co-dweller 
in the same haunts, the giant hog, concealing. But as a 

10 matter of fact the coloration has not the slightest effect 
in either reveaUng or concealing the presence of either 
animal. Each is so wary, and the extreme thickness of 
the cover serves each as such a complete shield, that they 
are hardly ever seen or shot by the best and most persever- 

ising white hunters, and only rarely killed by the wild, 
naked wood men themselves, unless with the assistance 
of dogs. The same is true as regards the effect of the 
coloration of the smaller animals found in the edges of 
the heavy timber, or in the lighter forests; the bush buck, 

20 reed buck, water buck, and bush pig. The bush buck 
in all its phases is a briUiantly colored antelope, bright 
chestnut or reddish, varied with white. Its coloration is 
always advertising. At first I thought the reed buck's 
coloration was under certain circumstances concealing, 

25 but further experience made me come to the conclusion 
and this was not so, and that I had been misled by the 
fact that its coloration was not so boldly advertising as 
the bush buck's. When driven out of a reed bed or 
thicket or when startled and dashing through one, the 

30 advertising effect on the ^'ivid coloration was at once 
evident The reed buck ^was iGMLe\v tV^a easier of the two 
to see or shoot simply because *\V. ^«s» %aT>et^i!^ Vscbj^"^ 
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open ground. Both owed their invisibility purely 
le thick cover in which they dwelt and to their own 
;y in lying close or skulking stealthily off; their color- 
., where it had any effect, was revealing and not 
baling. But the effect of the coloration is probably 5 
gible. It was practically impossible to see the grass- 
ling reed buck while the grass was really long; and 
icame quite conspicuous as soon as the grass was 
3d. It was the grass and not the coloration which 
mined whether it should be visible to the eyes of its lo 

When it ran it showed its white flag much like a 
;tail deer. The water bucks, of two species, were 
times found in thin forest or patches of dense forest, 
n papyrus beds, but more commonly in comparatively 

country. When in thick cover they often tried to is 
►e notice by standing motionless or sneaking quietly 
md their coloration was certainly less conspicuous 
that of the two smaller antelope; but they themselves 

always more conspicuous because of their larger 
their greater clumsiness in skulking, and especially 20 
nore open nature of their haunts. One of the two 
} of water buck had a white patch round the rump; 
1 was advertising. The bush pig was a dark colored 
, less conspicuous than the antelope. 
3 found two antelopes dwelling in the thick swamps, 25 
itutunga and the white-withered lechwe. Both are 
some, striking looking antelopes. The situtunga has 
kggy, dark, nearly monocolored coat. Its coloration 
t advertising^ in the sense that black or white is 
•tising, but neither is it concealing, save as any nearly SQ 
7Z2 rather dull color is concealing, tYiCi e^x^Tftfc ^ffi^- 
•n seeing it — and save its couau ttie ^dotv©^ ^^ "^^ ^^'^ 
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most difficult oi all the big antelopes of East Afriea 
arises practically exclusively fror:i its secretive, 
nature, and the impenetrable cover afforded bj 
of reeds and papyrus in which it dw^ls. It veni 

syond the edges only at ni^t, and th^i for but 
distance. The. white-withered lechwe dwells in 
beds and the edges of the pap3rrus swamps of th< 
White Nile. Its coloration is advertising insteac 
cealing, the old bucks in particular being very con 

10 because of the white of their withers and the up 
of their necks; and it is a noisy creature, grunting 
ally. But it is not nearly as easy to see or to 
are the antelope of the open plains, for it lives 
cover and seeks to avoid observation; it will stand 

15 less in the thick reeds or sneak off through th 
neck outstretched and head held low; it does nc 
ually jump up on ant hills to look about as is th( 
of its cousin the kob. The coloration of the doe i 
exactly the same as that of the kob doe, althc 

20 habitat and surroundings are different; the kob 
on the open plains or among sparsely scattered c 
grass, bush and trees, where it is very visible, an 
little effort to avoid observation, usually trustii 
vigilance and sharp sight to enable it to see its i 

is distance (although occasionally l3dng close like 
buck, in long grass); while the white-witherec 
spends its whole time in the reed beds, trustir 
surroundings to shield it from the sight of any f 
gnrroundings being such that its coloration ; 

aomakee no difference either way as far as concealm 

At any iBte the bright red of ttie do^?., «^ X3&s 

wJute beck and neck markings oi VJt^^ ci\vi >&> 
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jsi the dari^ green of the endless reeds, must always 
dvertismg where they have any effect at all. 
ere are two water, or swamp, antelope, each trusting 
safety mainly to eluding observation, and both Uving 
Tactically the same surroundings, yet totally different 5 
olor; and the one with the less concealing coloration 
le one which Uves under conditions that would make 
lore important to have a concealing coloration. The 
ration in these cases must be a well-nigh or altogether 
igible element from the concealing standpoint. Aio 
Jar lesson was impressed on me by my experience with 
various antelope in the Lado, on the west bank of the 
er White Nile, during our hunt after the white rhinoc- 
. For miles around our camp country was open, 
3red with tall grass and a sparse, scattering growth of is 
•n trees^ with occasional patches of brush and scrub. 
ing our stay most of the grass was burnt. Where the 
B was very long it was almost impossible to see or 
any of the antelope, but where it was short or sparse, 
especially where it was burnt, the difficulty vanished. 20 
tebeest, water buck, kob, bush buck, oribi, and dyker 
B abundant. The bush buck^s red coat was marked 
1 white stripes and spots making the "checkered sun- 
tc and leaf -shadowed " pattern which Mr. Thayer 
siders so potently obliterative. The other species 2s 
e almost uniformly colored — ^bright foxy red, straw- 
ed, gray, brown. Of course if any one of these color- 
»n patterns was conceaUng the others must have been 
i^rtising. But the difference in coloration sank into 
gnifieance^ so far as giving conceaimfiot ''w^a ^ssii^^iKCM^'?.^ 
ipared to the difference in size. T\vfc\5v^^^»^L^'^w5a. 
fer to -see and kill than the watw \wls3\5., V^ at\^aaevfc- 
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beest, simply because it kept closer to the thickets and 
patches of long grass and was more given to skulking; but 
the dyker was harder to see and kill than the bush buck, 
in the Lado, although its coat was uniform in color with- 
5 out any of the (purely fanciful) advantages Mr. Thayer 
beUeves to come from such a "checkered" pattern as the 
bush buck's; and this merely because the dyker was 
smaller and was an even greater adept at twistmg and 
skulking through the grass and underbrush. All the ante- 

10 lope were frequently found in exactly the same country; 
although as a rule the water buck was the only one of the 
bigger antelope which habitually wandered into the places 
most affected by the bush buck and dyker — and it was 
also habitually found in the favorite haunts of the kob 
and hartebeest. The utterly different colorations of the 

15 different animals had, in reaUty, no effect whatever as 
regards rendering any one of them more invisible than the 
others; but of these antelopes those that normally dwell 
in the open plains were more visible than the others, under 
like conditions, because they did not try to hide Uiem- 

20 selves. 

So much for the animals which seek to conceal them- 
selves, and wliich owe their escape from notice to the 
cover in which they dwell and their ability to hide and 
skiilk. The majority of the big game of the parts of Africa 

25 which I traversed dwell in the open, or very sparsely 
wooded, plains, and do not seek to elude observation at 
all. One thing that struck me about these animals was the 
fact that the "countershading" on which Mr. Thayer 
lays such stress played, so far as I could see, practically no 

^part whatever in concea\m^ Wve«v. "YW ^xsmsaSa ^ *^^ 
open plain were just as much. eoutiX^et^cksA^^ «&>iX\n!aa ^"^ 
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le; and, exactly as the animals with least counter- 
ing in the jungle were nevertheless as hard to see as 
)thers, so on the open plain those with most counter- 
ing were no more concealed than those with practically 
I. The color itself, the hue of the animal, was of s 
itely more consequence than the countershading; 
rngh, if the ground was flat and the grass short, the 
• was of no consequence, because the animal, if stand- 
ip, could be seen as far as the eye had power. Of two 
rent species, both countershaded — ^zebras or harte-io 
s, for instance and oryx or common eland — the first, 
bred conspicuously, would be seen a mile or two off, 
5 the other was still invisible; the difference of course 
5 due to the difference in tint, the countershading being 
ame, and having practically no effect. I do not mean is 

the countershading could have been neglected from 
artistic or pictorial standpoint. Under certain cir- 
itances, it did make the animal lose its sharpness of 
Qe at a slightly less distance than would otherwise 

been the case. But it was of no consequence com- 20 
i to the general hue of coloration; and of course, if 
general hue was unlike the surroundings, if there was 
)ver of bushes or of tall grass, and if the ground was 
the animal could be made out anyhow, by any hunter, 
3 or human, at a long distance; within a few hundred 2S 
8 or less, the outhnes were so vivid that the counter- 
ing was of no consequence whatever. 
le giant eland of the Lado dwelt in a dry sunburnt 
try, covered with a sparse open growth of scantily 
id trees and bushes; the general tint of the coat, like 30 
general tint of the coat of the Toa\x ^xv\fc\ft^ ^Vi^sfc^ 
e same locality , merged well mt\i \)aaXi o\ >i5cvfe ^|^\iK5s^ 
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landscape; but neith^ aninial sou^t to skulk or inde^ 
or trusted to conoealment, each placing leiianoe on^ on 
its keen senses, and ^variness. In East Africa, a buck 
Grant's gazelle— HK)t the doe or young, which have (lie 

5 conspicuous lateral black stripe — an ordinaiy eland, a 
roan, or an oryx, except when either of the latter animals 
was loc^ng round, so as to show the highly advertiaog 
face coloring, might be difficult for the eye to pick up at 
a distance, even when the wikld^eest, tojM, hartebeest or 

10 zebra in the same landscape were {Mainly visible; but this 
was merely because the coats of Uie four animals fint 
named were of much less conspicuous color than the ooate 
of the second four. The countershading on a wildebeest, 
which shows dark against the green or brown or yeUowit^ 

15 plains, had, not merely practically, but absolutely, od 
effect whatever in rendering it invisible, for it coidd be 
seen as far as a black tree stump, for instance, could be 
seen. Among leafless bushes and small thidcets, and 
clumps of tall dried grass, an oryx or roan or buck Gnat 

20 might if motionless, for a short time escape the iKytiee cf 
untrained eyes, not because of tJie countershading, but 
^mply because in the flood of bright sunli^t, the lii^t, 
washed-out color of the surrounding objects jwevented 
any vivid contrast and made the eye hesitate in pickios 

25 out the motionless antelope from its accidented, motion- 
less, shaded and lighted, not very differently <x)tofed, 
surroimdings, although these surroundings were solid 
d>jects. In other words, the reason for even this partial 
invisibility was the direct reverse of what Mr. Thayer 

JO claims; it was not in the least because the fttijufy-Vy ipeie 

oountershaded, for if their general color was in ooBtn^ 

io tb&t of their surroundvn!g,a Vke^ ^\«q^ ^s^\» m\*^^ 
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; it was simi^y because the eye was inattentiire to in- 
[daal objects in the multiplicity of objects, the effects 
i^t and i^iade being practically the same on the buck 
! hs suTToundingS; so that among the rocks and bushes 
I grass chimps and small euj^orbias, the body of the 5 
k wias not readily picked out. It was chiefly to my 
I eyes, however, that the trouble was due; the native 
iters who were with me could usually pick out the 
haI at once if within any reasonable distance. Doubt- 
the same is true of a beast ci prey, for evidently none lo 
heae antelope, even when they ventured off the open 
& plain into the brush, trusted to concealment; they 
le no effort to hide, and were constantly on the alert 
leteet foes. But if in very thick and tall grass they did 
3, lying still, in confidence that they could not be seen is 
3SB stumbled upon; here of course their coloration had 
bing to do with their concealment, which was due 
ely to the dense cover. The only occasions when they 
e ever in any degree difficult to make out while in the 
B open plams was when they laid down, when of course 2a 
oountershading was at a minimum compared to when 
f were standing up; the resting antelop^e looking like 
le inanimate object. But in the open, even where ly- 
down the antelope were watchful, and trusted in no 
r to concealment; only the very young fawns sought 25 
jty in trying to escape observation, lying motionless 
b head and neck outstretched. 

t was instructive to study the habits of the oribi under 
nged conditions. The oribi is a small, graceful, swift 
9iope, well countershadedy with, a lievvX.^^ Myc^^^^js^^*?* 
no advertising marks. WYiere t\i^ ^^vsja. \& Vkv^'^ 
a are substantially those o! thei TCe^\5V5^'^>^'^^'^^^^^ 
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and dyker; it lies close, trusting to the protection of the 
thick cover, and is very difficult to see. But when the 
grass has been burned, unlike the stein-buck and dyker 
it takes to the bare open plains, and- shows itself as much at 
5 home on them as if it were a gazelle. Under these changed 
conditions it ceases to make any effort to conceal itself, 
or to trust in any way to concealment for protection, 
relying purely on its eyesight, wariness, and speed. Al- 
though without such advertising markings as those of 

10 the Tommy Gazelle, the oribi becomes conspicuous, sim- 
ply because any animal is conspicuous when on a bare 
plain, the "counter-gradation" of so-called obliterative 
shadings entirely faiUng to conceal any creature, when 
it alone is in question. Where fire had passed over the 

15 plains shooting oribi was like shooting the small gazelle; 

the httle creature was easy to make out a long way off, 

but great care was needful in order to stalk it within 

rather long rifle range without being noticed. 

Of the game habitually seen on the plains I have already 

20 spoken of the elephant, rhinoceros, and then the buffalo, 
all of which are also found — and in places much more fre- 
quently found — ^in forest or dense jungle. The giraffe 
is ordinarily a beast of the open plains, feeding where 
there is a sparse growth of thorn trees. Mr. Thayer states 

25 that the giraffe's countershading and pattern "adequately 
obhterate" it. As a matter of fact the giraffe is never 
"adequately obliterated" by countershading or colora-' 
tion pattern, or by anything else. It is, except the de- 
phant, the most conspicuous of all animals. Its size and 

so shape advertisQ it unemiv^Y^ \iCi \}aa dyail^t slated lion 
or native hunter; it can eaea.p^ c^i«fcTN^^ixc^\x<^^c^^l^^^5^ 
a distance that no detaW oi '\\^ coVst^^Jtfi^ ^qv\^\s^ -sss^ 



EUOLce be visible. The giraffe never under any circum- 
knees seeks to avoid observation. Its one concern is to 
so placed that it can itself observe any possible foe. 
e often foimd it in the same country with the rhinoc- 
>s, a monocolored beast; and in speaking of leopards 5 
d giraffe (beasts by the way, which it is as absurd to 
jat together as so to treat lions and elephants) Mr. 
layer especially dwells on their invisibility as compared 
th beasts which are "monochrome objects." But the 
uioceros more often eluded hasty observation than did lo 
e giraffe, and was less often seen at a very long dis- 
nce, simply because the height and shape of the giraffe, 
d the fact that it hardly ever lies down, made it the 
3re conspicuous object of the two. Any animal, of any 
je, shape or color, may under certain circumstances is 
eape observation, and a man of poor or untrained vision 
ay fail to see animals which could not i)ossibly elude 
len eyes, brute or human, if accustomed to the wilder- 
iss. But save under wholly exceptional circumstances 
) brute or human foe of the giraffe could possibly fail to 20 
e the huge creature if fairly close by; and at a distance 
e pattern of the coloration would be lost. The giraffe , 
yes nothing to concealment; its coloration has not the 
ghtest conceaUng or obUterative effect so far as its foes 
e concerned. 25 

The zebra has also, very absurdly, been taken as an 
Bmple of "concealing coloration." Men unused to the 
►nsideration of the subject are often surprised when they 
) outdoors to discern how difficult it is to see any animal — 
st as a raw city-bred recruit, during his first campaigns, 30 
ids it difficult to locate even a civilized foe, and impos- 
b/e to locate a savage foe, such 8kS aTL\Ti^^x>L, ^^^i&\ass^ 
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t)onspicuous the animal the greater is the surprise of Hie 
average man when he fails to find it as oonsfHcuous in the 
landscape as he had supposed; he thinks of a zebra, for in- 
stance, as jumping to the eye as it does in a menagene; 

saiui when he finds this not to be the case, he goes to tiie 
oppo^te extreme and supposes that the zebra's coloratioii 
is conoefding. As a matter of fact it is not concealing, 
it is highly advertising, when close at hand; but when 
over three or four himdred yards off the black and white 

10 stripes merge together, and the coat becomes mono- 
colored, but catches the sunli^t in such shape as still to 
render the bearer conspicuous. The narrow stripes of the 
big Gr^vey's zebra fade together at a shorter distance 
than is the case with the broader stripes of the smaller 

IS zebra; the broad bands on the rump of the latter can be 
seen at a long distance. The zebra is purely a beast of the 
open plains; it never seeks to cgnceal itself, but trusts al- 
ways to seeing its foes. When imder or among thia 
leaved, scattered thorn trees it is still usually conspicuous; 

20 although now and then a pecuHar light and shadow effect 
may conceal it. It never goes into thick cover save at 
drinking places, and then only if it is imavoidable; it does 
not come down stealthily to drink, but openly and warily, 
always on the watch and continually galloping off on false 

25 alarms; it returns to the plains as soon as it has drank; 
and as such an animal can never escape observation idien 
in motion, and as it is never motionless when at or near 
the drinking places, it is impossible that its coloration 
can in any way conceal it at such times. Mr. Thayer's 

30 ingenious theories of how all the various stripings on a 

zebra obliterate it are without the smallest foundatioQ in 

/act. So far as the coloration of the zebra has any effect 
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U, as regards beasts of prey, it is an advertising, not a 
sealing, effect. The wildebeest and topi, which are 
id in company with it, are more conspicuous; the 
^beests sometimes more and sometimes less, accord- 
to the sunlight; the eland and oryx and gazelle less, s 
loment's thought ought to show Mr. Thayer and his 
erents that animals so differently colored as these, 
leading their hves imder similar conditions, cannot 
dbly all be concealingly colored. As a matter of fact 
e of them owe their safety to concealing coloration, lo 

the majority of them are advertisingly colored. In 
t Africa the Hon preys chiefly on zebra and harte- 
;t, which live under precisely the same conditions, 
e the same habits and associate in the same herds; 

two more differently colored animals cannot be im-is 
ted, and neither is concealed in the slightest degree by 
coloration. Among the hunter-naturalists to whom 
Dwe most of our knowledge of the enthrallingly inter- 
ag life-histories of African big game, Captain Stigand 
les second only to Mr. Selous. When I wrote of pro- 20 
ive coloration in "African Game Trails," I had had 
ortunity only to glance at Stigand's admirable book 
the game of British East Africa. In this he discusses 

subject in masterly fashion, and with a knowledge 
b could only come to a trained big game hunter and 25 
1 naturalist gifted with exceptionally keen powers of 
ervation and analysis. I quote a few lines: "Very 

animals seem to rely on protective coloration as a 
ms of escaping observation, however they may be 
)red. They appear to rely on fleetness of foot, quick- ao 
? of eye and ear, or on scenting powet^ . , . VJi!^'^ 'kssst 

that do trust to hiding) seem to t^\^ Tcvcrt^ ow ^^-^^ 
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and concealment or partial concealment than on any great 
similarity to natural objects . . . even if (the larger game 
of the plains) were perfect examples of protective har- 
mony, which I do not admit, it would avail them little 

5 when their Hves are spent in walking about in the open. 
For a moving object even if it assimilates in color to its 
surroundings always catches the eye of a practiced ob- 
server. The two most absurd, but often quoted, examples 
of wonderful instances of protective coloration are the 

10 zebra and the giraffe. It is true that the zebra in very 
long grass is sometimes difficult to pick out, but so is any 
animal almost entirely concealed from view — even an 
elephant if the grass in long enough. In their usual East 
African habitat (the plains) zebras are strikingly con- 

15 spicuous, turning from black to white as they move and 
their sides are alternately in shadow or exposed sun- 
light. ... A giraffe near, or even in the far distance, 
when not screened from view, is a most conspicuous ob- 
ject to the practiced eye." 



ANIMALS OF CENTRAL BRAZIL ^ 

BN I contemplated going on this trip° the first thing 
«ras to get in touch with Dr. Frank M. Chapman of 
nerican Museum. I wanted to get from him in- 
ion as to what we could do down there and whether 
Id be worth while for the Museum to send a couple 5 
iralists with me. On any trip of this kind — on any 
if a trip I have ever taken — the worth of the trip 
is not upon one man but upon the work done by 
I men in co-operation. This journey to South 
ca would have been not worth the taking, had itio 
een for th3 two naturalists from the American 
im who were with me, and for the Brazilian officers® 
in cartographical work who joined the expedition, 
ought of making the trip a zoological one only, when 
ed from New York, but when I reached Rio Janeiro is 
inister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Lauro Miiller, whom 
known before, told me that he thought there was 
ice of our doing a piece of geographical work of 
;ance. In the course of the work of the telegraph 
ission under Colonel Rondon, a Brazilian engineer, 20 
had been discovered the headwaters of a river 
ig north through the center of Brazil. To go down 
iver, and put it on the map would be interesting, 
J wanted to tell me that one cannot guarantee what 
lappen on unknown rivers — ^there might be some 25 

lecture delivered before the members of the American 
m of Natural History, December 10, 1914. Reprinted 
mission from the American Mxiseum Jou'nvj^.,N^."K^^ 
; (Februsiry, 1915.) 
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surprises before we got through. Of course we jumped at 
the chance, and at once ^ranged to meet Colonel Rondon 
and his assistants at the head of the Paraguay, to go down 
from there with them. 

5 We touched at Bahia and Rio Jajieiro and ihea came 
down by railway across southern Brazil and Uruguay to 
Buenos Aires and went through the Argentine over to 
Chili. We traveled south through Chili and then crossed 
the Andes. That sounds a very elaborate tiling to do, but 

10 as a matter of fact it was pure pleasure. It was a wonder- 
ful trip. The pass through which we crossed was like the 
Yosemite, with snow-capped volcanic mountains aJl 
about. Afterward we went across Patagonia, by auto- 
mobile and then started up the Paraguay. Our woii did 

15 not begin until we were inside the Tropic of Capricorn. 
We took mules at Tapirapoan and went up throu^ ibB 
high central plateau of Brazil — ^not a fertile country but 
I have no question but that ^^at industrial communities 
will grow up there. 

20 The hard work on the unknown river came during the 
first six weeks. In those forty-two days we made only aa 
average of about a mile and a half a day and toward the 
end we were not eating any more than was necessary and 
that was largely monkey and parrot. The parrots we» 

25 pretty good when they were not tough but I can assure 

Mr. Homaday that he could leave me alone in the monkey 

cage at the New York Zoological Gardens with perfect 

safety. 

Both of the naturaUsts who were with me and I myself 

30 were interested primarily in mammalogy and omitiiotogy* 
We were not entomolo^sts and studied only those iaw^ 
that forced themselves upon o\xc su\\j&Tv%yQ.. '\^DSRa'^«^ 
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r three types that were welcome. The battcfflies 
eally wonderfuL I shall never f oi^et the spectack 
ain places on the Unknown River where great azure 
utterfiies would fiy about up and down through the 
w over the river. Some of the noises made by in-s 
rere extraordinary. One insect similar to a katydid 
a noise that ended with a sound like a steamboat 



Ik 



found the mosquitoes bad in only two or three places. 
B Paraguay marshes there were practically no moe- lo 
a. In that great marsh country where I should su|>- 
Qosquitoes would swarm, there were scarcely any. 
ouble was chiefly with gnats. These little flies were 
Bs a serious nuisance. We had to wear gauntlets and 
» and we had to tie the bottom of our trouser legs, is 
we stopped on one occasion to build canoes, two 
3e erf our camaradas were so crippled with the ttttes 
gnats that they could hardly walk. The wasps 
inging bees were also very obnoxious and at times 
dai^erous. There were ants we called foraging 20 
hat moved in dense columns and killed every living 
that could not get out of the way. If an animal is 
ed in the line of march of these foraging ants, they 
ely to kill it in short time. 

re is also a peculiar ant called the leaf ant which 25 
t eat a man but devours his possessions instead. I 
ith a tragedy one night myself. We had come down 
nknown River and had lost two or three canoes 
ad to portage whatever we had over the mountain. 
id to throw away everything that 'w^ja tiq\» tJw^Kiw^j^ "ja^ 
%Fy, I reduced my own baggage \o oT^a <3iia:»^ '^ 
r. We got into camp late and Oietfva ^sA^^^^ 
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our two cots close together and did not get the fly up lin- 
til after dark. My helmet had an inside lining of green 
and I had worn a red handkerchief around my neck. At 
night I put my spectacles and the handkerchief in the 
5 hat. The next morning I looked out of bed preparing 
to get my spectacles. I saw a red and green line. It was 
moving. There was a procession of these leaf-bearing ants 
with sections of my handkerchief and hat. I had had one 
spare pair of socks and one spare set of underclothing and 

10 1 needed them both. By morning I had part of one sock 
and the leg and waistband of the underwear and that was 
all. It is amusing to look back at but it was not amusing 
at the time. 

The most interesting fish that we became acquainted 

15 with was called the "cannibal fish," ° the "man-eating 
fish." It is about the size of our shad with a heavily 
undershot jaw and very sharp teeth. So far as I know, 
it is the only fish in the world that attacks singly or in 
shoals animals much larger than itself. Cannibal fishes 

20 swarm in most of the rivers of the region we passed 
through, in most places not very dangerous, in others 
having the custom of attacking man or animals, so that 
it is dangerous for anyone to go into the water. Blood 
maddens them. If a duck is shot, they will pull it to pieces 

25 in a very few minutes. 

This side of Corumba a boy who had been in swimming 
was attacked in midstream by these fishes and before 
rehef could get to him, he had not only been killed but 
half eaten. Two members of our party suffered from them. 

30 Colonel Rondon after carefully examining a certain spot 

ID the river went into the wat^x axA oraa cil >i5ftsssfc "^^ 

Hf off his little toe. On anotlaet oeca^\oxi o\vX5^^^^^^^^ 
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,® Mr. Cheme went into the water thinking he could 
his bath right near shore and one of the fish bit 
e out of his leg. 

5 of the most extraordinary things we saw was this, 
le occasion one of us shot a crocodile. It rushed s 
into the water. The fish attacked it at once and 
Irove that crocodile out of the water back to the men 
e bank. It was less afraid of the men than the 

were interested one day in a certain big catfish, lo 
.ny other big catfish except that it had a monkey 

of it. I had never heard that a catfish could catch 
eys but it proved to be a fact. The catfish lives at 
ottom of the water. The monkeys come down on 
ads of branches to drink and it seems to be no im-is 
ion thing for the fish to come to the surface and 
c the monkey as it stoops to drink. Our Brazilian 
Is told us that in the Amazon there is a gigantic 
\i nine feet long. The natives are more afraid of it 
of the crocodile because the crocodile can be seen 20 
le catfish is never seen until too late. In the villages, 

are stacked in the water so that women can get 

jars filled with water, these stockades of poles 
ng out the giant crocodile and catfish. I had never 
in any book any allusions to the fact that there is 25 
i-eating fish of this type in the Amazon. 
e day when we were going down the Unknown River 
^herrie and I in the same canoe, we saw a flying fish. 
)urse everyone knows about the flying fish on the 
I but I had no idea there were flying fish on the 30 
1 American streams. I very imicb. ''N^sk t\Nal ^<^s«& 
^ologist would go down to So\iV)a. ^xxi'scvca. ^xA ^'cks^ 
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back with not not only a collection of the fishes but also 
full notes on their life histories. 

We did not see very' many snakes, I suppose only 
about twenty venomous ones. The most venomous are 

5 those somewhat akin to our rattle-snakes but with no 
rattles. One of the most common is the jararaca, known 
in Martinique as the fer-de-lance. One of the biggest 
is called the bushmaster and attains a length of about 
ten feet. These snakes are very poisonous and very dan- 

logerous. The mussurama is another South American 
snake, and it lives on poisonous snakes. It habitually 
kills and eats dangerous reptiles, its most common prey 
being the jararaca. I saw the feat performed at a lab- 
oratory where poisonous snakes are being studied to secure 

15 antidotes to the poisons and to develop enemies to the 
snakes themselves. Such an enemy is this mussurama 
which must be like our king snake — ^but larger. The 
king snake is a particularly pleasant snake; it is friendly 
toward mankind, not poisonous and can be handled 

20 freely. The scientists at the laboratory brou^t out a big 
good-natured mussurama which I held between my ann 
and coat. Then they brought out a fairly large fer-de- 
lance about nine inches shorter than the mussurama and 
warning me to keep away, put it on the table. Then ihey 

25 told me to put my snake where it could get at the ferde- 
lance. I put down my snake on the table and it glided 
up toward the coiled fer-de-lance. My snake was perfectly 
free from excitement and I did not suppose it meant to . 
do anything, that it was not hungry. It put its "nose" 

30 against the body of the fer-de-lance and moved toward the 
head. The fer-de-lance's temper was aroused and it 
coiled and struck. Tke Te\.\ini Wcw ^^ ^ ojcwSe.'^^ 
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^ not see just what happened. The mussurama had 
er-de-lance by the lower jaw, the mouth wide open, 
atter struck once agam. After that it made no further 
i to defend itself in any way. The poisonous snake 
highly specialized creature and practically helpless 5 
L once its pecuUarly specialized traits are effectively 
led by an opponent. The mussurama killed the 
3 and devoured it by the simple process of crawling 
de of it. Many snakes will not eat if people. interfere 
them, but the mussurama had no prejudices in this lo 
ct. We wanted to take a photograph of it while 
g, so I took both snakes up and had them photo- 
led against a white cloth while the feast went on 
jerruptedly. 

rds and manmials interested me chiefly, however. I is 
aly an amateur ornithologist but I saw a great deal 

that would be of interest to any of us who care for 
. For instance there are two hundred and thirteen 
ies of birds very plentiful there, either wholly un- 
n to us, or at least very few of them known. 20 

te most conspicuous birds I saw were members of the 
y of tyrant flycatchers, like our kingbird, great 
ed flycatcher and wood pewee. All are birds that 
I and swoop for insects. One species, the bientevido, 
>ig bird like our kingbird, but fiercer and more power- 25 
lan any northern kingbird. One day I saw him catch- 
ah and Uttle tadpoles and also I found that he would 
times catch small mice. Another kind of tyrant, the 
racked tyrant, is a black bird with reddish on the 
le of the back. We saw this species first out on the 30 

Patagonian plains. It runs fast ov^t \3cva ^<^\isA 
ly like our pippit or longspur. 
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Curved-bill wood-hewers, birds the size and somewhai 
the coloration of veeries, but with long, slender sickle-bilb 
were common about the gardens and houses. 
Most of the birds build large nests. The oven-birdj 

s build big, domed nests of mud. Tel^raph poles offei 
splendid opportunities for building nests. Sometimes 
for miles every telegraph pole would have an oven-bird's 
nest upon it. These birds come around the houses. Thej 
look a little bit like wood thrushes and are very interest 

10 ing in that way they have all kinds of individual ways. Th( 

exceedingly beautiful honey creepers are like clusters oJ 

jet. They get so famiUar that they come into the house and 

hop on the edge of the sugar bowl. 

The people Hving on many of the ranches in Brazi 

15 make us rather ashamed for our own people. The ranch- 
men protect the birds and it is possible to see great jabirt 
storks nesting not fifty yards from the houses, and nol 
shy. 
Most of the birds in Brazil are not musical althougb 

20 some of them have very prettty whistles. The oven-birc 
has an attractive call. The bell-bird of the gray hu( 
(contrasted with the white bell-bird) has a ringing 
whistle which sounds from the topmost branches of th< 
trees. 

25 The mammals were a great contrast to what I had seer 
in Africa. Africa is the country for great game. There 
is nothing like that in South America. The animals ir 
South America are of interest to the naturalist more thai 
to the person who is traveling through the country and 

30 takes the ordinary layman's point of view. Only two d 

the animals found there are formidable. One of these 

isf the jaguar, the king of SoutYi Amencaia. ^g5sn&, ranking 
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quality with the noblest beasts of the chase of 
Linerica, second only to the huge and fierce crea- 
dch stand at the head of the big game of Africa and 
The great spotted creatures are very beautiful, 
cats they are easily killed with a pack of hounds, 5 
r are very difficult to come upon otherwise. They 
Lrge men and sometimes become man-eaters, 
ler big mammal of the Brazilian forest is the 
)ped peccary. The white-lipped peccaries herd 
' in the dense jungles in packs of thirty or forty lo 
times as many as two or three hundred. They 
aidable creatures. The young ones may be no 
lan a setter dog but they have tremendous tusks, 
u-ge and charge together and I think that they 
itimately be called dangerous. On one occasion is 
was hunting peccaries and the peccaries treed him. 
up there four hours. He found those four hours 
nonotonous, I judge. I never had any adventure 
em myself. They make queer moaning grunts, 
it a couple of days in getting the specimens that 20 
ght back. We had four dogs with us. The ranch- 
d loaned them to us although I doubt whether 
lly wished to let us have them, for the big peccary 
rderous foe of dogs. One of them frankly refused 
s dogs come, explaining that the fierce wild swine 25 
ery badly brought up" and that respectable dogs 
1 ought not to go near them. We might just as 
have taken any dogs, however. Two of them as 
they smelled the peccaries went home. The third 
le for a thicket about a himdred yards away and 30 
there until he was sure wVucYv ^ovM. ^^\Ekfc ^ns^ 
The fourth advanced only wViexi Xkex^ ^^^ ■a.\fifi)ssv 
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ahead of him. The dangerous little peccaries made fierce 
moaning grunts on their way throu^ the jimgle aad rat- 
tled their tusks like castanets whenever we came up. 
Armadillos were unexpectedly interesting because 
5 they ran so fast. Once on a jaguar hunt we came upon 
two of the big nine-banded armadillos, which are called 
the ''big armadillos.'' The dogs raced at them. One of 
the armadillos got into the thick brush. The other ran 
for a hundred yards with the dogs close upon it, Reeled 

10 and came back like a bullet right through the pack. Its 
wedged-shaped snout and armored body made the dogs 
totally unable to seize or stop it. It came back ri^t 
toward us and got into the thick brush and so escaped. 
Other species of armadillo do not run at all. 

15 The anteaters, most extraordinary creatures of this 
latter-day world, are found only in South America. The 
anteater is about the size of a small black bear and has 
a long narrow toothless snout, a long bushy tail and very 
powerful claws on its fore feet. It walks on the sides of 

20 its fore feet with the claws curved in under the foot. These 
powerful claws make it a formidable enemy for the dogs. 
But it goes very slowly. Anteaters were continually out 
in the open marshes where we got the two specimens that 
we sent to the Museum. They were always on muddy 
ground, and in the papyrus swamp we found them ift 

25 several inches of water. I do not see how they continue 

to exist in a country with jaguars and pumas. They are 

too slow to run away and they are very consiHcuous and 

make no effort to conceal themselves. 

The great value of our trip will be shown aofy when 

JO full studies have been made oi \k^ \?w^T&^-fts[<5, bMJodied 
and more specimens of birds aii<\ TaaKMXi.^\stcM5^ 
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will be able to give for the first time an outline of the 
nmalogy and ornithology of central Brazil, 
•robably the most important feature of the trip was 
ig down the Unknown River, because, of course, at 

stage of geographical history it is a rare thing to 5 
able to put on the map a new river, a river never 
lored, a river the length of the Rhine of which not a 

is to be found on any map. 

b was a journey well worth taking, a i-ough trip of 
rse, but I shall always be more grateful than I can say lO 
Prof^sor Osbom and Dr. Chapman of the American 
seum for having sent Mr. Cherrie and Mr. Miller with 

thus enabling me to take part in a zoo-geographical 
>miaissance of a part of the Brazilian wilderness. 



NOTES 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

1913 Roosevelt published his autobiography under 
itle Theodore Roosevelt j An Autobiography. " Natu- 
" he wrote in the Preface, " there are chapters in 
jtobiography which cannot now be written," but in- 
lete though the book is, it covers the greater part 
career. Appearing as it did while he was still active 
iitics, the book is in large measure a defense of polit- 
,cts and policies. Still there is a great deal that is 
y personal, and it must be said that if one could read 
ne book of Roosevelt's, it would be the book to select 
lis purpose. The chapters represented in this book 
been condensed without destroying their connected- 

BOYHOOD AND YoUTH 

5. Curtis. George William Curtis (1824-92) was 
merican writer noted for his pleasing sketches and 
s. Among these was the Potiphar Papers (1853), a 
1 of satirical sketches of New York society. 

13. moujik. A Russian peasant. 

14. malachite. A green stone, the finest specimens 
lich come from Siberian mines. 

28. Grant. Ulysses S. Grant (1822-85) was the 
lander-m-chief of the Union ioxcea m \)aa\aiiX^5t ^"ss^* 
Civil War, 
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3 : 21. Roosevelt. Theodore Roosevelt, Senior i 
1878), was a glass importer in New York City, 
known for his philanthropy and activity in charitat 
reform movements. 

6:11. Martha Bulloch. On his mother's side, ' 
velt was descended from some of the best-known fj 
of the South, combining in his veins the blood o 
Scotch-Irish and Huguenot ancestors. His great 
grandfather, Archibald Bulloch, was a member of th 
tinental Congress, and the first State Governor of G 
One of his great-grandfathers, Daniel Stewart, 
brigadier-general in the Continental army. His n 
Martha Bulloch, married Theodore Roosevelt, Sr., 
father's home at Roswell, Cobb County, Georgia, ii 
Mrs. Roosvelt's brother, James D. Bulloch, was an 
of the Confederate navy, and acted during the great 
of the war as a secret agent for the Confederacy i] 
land, where he contracted for the purchase of the pri'' 
Florida and Georgia. 

6 : 13. " Unreconstructed." The expression 
that Roosevelt's mother never gave up her belief 
justness of the political ideals for which her sectic 
South, contended in the Civil War. 

6 : 16. Boone and Crockett. The horses were 
for Daniel Boone (1735-1820) and David Crockett 
1836), both famous American backwoodsmen and pi< 

6 : 18. Buena Vista. The battle of Buena Vista, 
February 22 and 23, 1847, resulted in a decisive "^ 
for the Americans over the Mexicans. 

6 ; 20. •' Br'er Rabbit " stories. The animal 
popular among the negroea Tcv^ake; ^^ t^Sc3^^ ^^ 
the hero. Many of these stoT\^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
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id ChaDdlor Harris and published in his '' Uncle Remus '' 
K)ks. Roosevelt's aunt, however, had learned the stories 
st-hand from Georgia n^^oes. 

0:23. " Harper's*" Harper* s Monthly is one of the 
lest aod most distinguiahed of American literary pe- 
xiicals.' 

S : 24. gmiuM. Joel Chandler Harris (1848-1908). The 
gro folk-tales which Harris collected and published wwe 
Id by an imaginary negro named Uncle Remus. Hence 
3 name was apj^ied to the writer, although it was not 
any wise the author's nom de plume. 
Till, interest in natural history. For a fuller ae- 
mt of Roosevelt's early interest in natural history, see 
) sriection giv^i in this book entitled '' My Life as a 
.turalist." 

r : 19. Reftd's Books. Mayne Reid (1818-83). An 
glish writer of hunting romances and stories of adven- 
e. He himself led a wandering and adventuroie life, 
1 his books often are based on his own experiences. Al- 
mgh bom in £ngland, he spent many years of his life 
the United States, and his books oftentimes have that 
mtry as a background. In his later years he returned 
En^and. Some of his best known books are The Rifle 
mgera (1850), Scalp Hunters (1851), White Chief (1859), 
foot in the Forest (1865) and The Castaways (1870). 
1 :4. Audubon's. John James Audubon (1780-1851) 
s an American naturalist who especially devoted him- 
f to the study of birds. He eventually gave up all busi- 
3S pursuits and spent his time roaming hither and thither 
the forests making observation of bird and animal life. 
8 greatest production. Birds of North America (1831- 
, consdated of five volumes of drawm^ «iA ^'^'cws^^s^ja* 
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of American birds, the drawings, of which there were over 
four hundred, being life-size. 

9 : 5. Mr. Venus's Shop. The description of the queer, 
cluttered-up shop of this taxidermist and " articulator of 
human bones " may be found in Chapter VII of Dickens's 
Our MtUiLcU Friend, 

9 : 32. Spencer Baird (1823-87). An American nat- 
uralist who was for many years connected with the Smith- 
sonian Institution. Among the most important of his pub- 
lications were Catalogue of North American Reptiles (1853), 
Birds of North America (1860), Mammals of North America 
(1859), and History of North American Birds (1874-84). 

10 : 4. Europe. Roosevelt's first trip to Europe was 
a short one made when he was ten years old. The second 
one was four years later. His account of it, which is 
here omitted, shows that he devoted much of his time to 
bird collecting, especially while he was in Egypt. 

10 : 16. Harvard. Harvard University at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, is the oldest as well as one of the most in- 
fluential universities in the United States. 

lO : 23. Mr. Cutler. Roosevelt completed his prepa- 
ration for Harvard under Mr. Arthur Cutler, who after- 
wards founded the Cutler School in New York. 

10 : 24. HUl. Adams Sherman Hill (1833-1910) was 
for many years professor of rhetoric in Harvard Univer- 
sity. He was a remarkably stimulating teacher in this 
subject. 

10 : 26. Eliot. Charles William Eliot (1834-), has been 
for many years one of the foremost figures in Amer- 
ican education. During the larger part of his career he 
was president of Harvard Uxiwera\tY> «. position which he 
iHfed with notable distmcUo^\^lIi\A\\v\^x^^AT^\xl^\^^ 
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:28. ForensicB. College exercises in spoken or 
en discussion. 

: 9. Gracchi. Two Roman brothers who were up- 
!rs of the mterests of the people. The older one, 
•ius Sempronius, endeavored to restore to the peasant 
their small holdings of land. The younger, Caius 
ironius, endeavored to establish in Rome more of a 
democracy than existed under the aristocratic re- 
can form of government. Both brothers lost their 
in insurrections resulting from their political activ- 
the former in 133 B. C, the latter in 121 B. C. 
: 19. Phi Beta Kappa. A Greek letter organization 
ng in many American colleges, admission to which 
mted upper classmen who attain a superior average 
lolarship. 

:22. Wilson. Alexander Wilson (176G-1813) was 
merican ornithologist. He emigrated from Scotland 
3 United States where for several years he worked as 
er, peddler, and school teacher. Finally his interest 
rds led him to undertake to make a comprehensive 
tion of drawings of American birds. To collect ma- 
and gather subscriptions, the author travelled ex- 
/^ely in all parts of the country and endured many 
ihips. Seven volumes of his projected work were pre- 
1 by him during his lifetime, but his death left to 
hands the completing of the work. 
: 23. Coues. Eliot Coues (1842-99) was an Amer- 
naturalist particularly known for his researches in 
lology. 

: 23. Merriaxn. Clinton Hart Merriam (1855-). 
merican DaturaUst From 18S5-\^\^, V'^ ^^>& ^s^^ 
United States BiologicaX ^MT^^y . TVi^a ^^^v^^ss^""^^ 

t 
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resigned in order to conduct biological investigatioDS 
under a special trust fund established by Mrs. £. H. 
Harriman. 

12 : 24. Chapman. Frank Michler Chapman (1864-). 
An American ornithologist. He has written many bods 
about birds of a popular scientific character. 

12 : 24. Homaday. WiUiam Temx)le Homaday 
(1854-). An American zoologist who has been since 1896 
director of the New York Zoological Park. He has been 
active in promoting game preserves and new laws for the 
protection of w^ild life generally. He has spent mudi taoe 
in travelling in the United States and other countries on 
scientific expeditions and has written deU^tfully about 
his experiences. 

16: 12. Dark Ages. A designation sometimes given to 
the Middle Ages (approximately 47^1453), or, mcM« es- 
pecially to the earher part of this period. It was the time 
of feudalism and civilization was generally ruder and more 
barbaric than during the preceding Classical Age. In the 
political theories of the time the individual was held to be 
higher than the state. 

The Vigor of Life 

16 : 6. Valley Forge. The Pennsylvania village where 
Washington and the American Army x)assed the winter of 
1777-78 amid great privations. 

16 : 7. Morgan's riflemen. The Revdutionaiy rifle- 
men under General Daniel Morgan (1736-1802) fou^t 
bravely at the battle of Saratoga in 1777. 

16 : 16. Mooaehead Lake. A large lake, about thirty- 
five miles long, in NortYieTiv"NlaJ«i<fe. 
17 : 11, Heenan. In 1&^, ^^vete^ ^^^e* wvYciMBrosias*^ 
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log bout between Tcnn Sayers, the English cham|Hoa, 
John Heenan. The contest was declared a draw, 
n, after two hours of fighting, the spectat(M:s rushed 
the ring and ended the %ht. 
1 : 27. Aroostook. A river in northern Maine. 
) : 29. Matterhom. A peak of the Alps, noted for 
teepnesB. It is 14,703 feet high. 
1 : 30. Jtmgf ran. One of the chief peaks in the Alps, 
mg a height of 13,670 feet. 

1 : 2. gagamore Hill. Roosevelt's home on Long 
id. See page 67 for an account of the origin of ihe 
te. 

1 : 4« S<mth Afrieaa War. From 1899-1902, th^re 
a conflict for supremacy in South Africa between 
it Britain and the Boer republics of the Transvaal and 
Orange Free State. The outccnne was a victory for 
British. 

i : 7. Stewart Edward White (1873-), the au- 
• of several books on Western life, is himself an ex- 
enced hunter and woodsman. 

) : 1. *' buek fever." Nervous excitement on the 
, of a hunter, especially an inexperienced one, when 
inds a deer or other game approaching. 
J : 11. Governor. Roosevelt was Governor of New 
k State from 1899 to 1900. 

I the fall of 1898, politics in New York State were in 
ipheaval. Governor Black's administration was un- 
ilar, and unless a candidate could be found so popular 
lis own account as to pull the Republicans throu^ 
chances were that the Democrats would repeat their 
3as of the past year. Because oi \Jcife m^'ess^x^a^'^F®^ 
' that hud come to Koosevelt. m GO\iii'efcNkQ?a.^^^'^ 
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Rough Rider regiment and its part in the Spanisb- 
American War, he seemed the most suitable man, and the 
Republican State Convention nominated him. After an 
exciting campaign between Augustus Van Wyck, the 
Democratic candidate, Theodore Bacon, the independent 
candidate, and Roosevelt, the latter was elected. 

Of Roosevelt's administration, it has been said that his 
two years at Albany saw more constructive and recon- 
structive legislation placed on the statute books than the 
entire decade which had pieceded it. The Civil Service 
Law was amended and enforced strictly — " putting the 
starch into it," Roosevelt called it. He personally in- 
vestigated the tenement-house problem of New York City, 
and then secured the passage of a radical act that went 
far toward its solution. Among the laws enacted affecting 
the laboring classes were an eight-hour law, a law provid- 
ing for the licensing of employment agencies, and stringent 
factory laws, which, by the establishment of a licensing 
system, practically wiped out the worst abuses of the 
" sweat-shops." 

No piece of legislation was more earnestly pressed by 
Governor Roosevelt than the Corporation Franchise Tax 
law. It was his first step in the development of a policy 
which he afterwards advocated in a wider field — ^namely, 
the requirement that wealthy corporations should be re- 
quired to pay their just proportion of the expenses of run- 
ning the Government. 

As the time drew near for the Republican National 

Convention in 1900, it was evident that there was a strong 

movement on foot to nominate Roosevelt for Vice- 

iT-esident on the same \,\ciVe\. m^;3t^ ^x^Y^iL'eoJ^ ^^^3EssiK^^ 

■those who were engag^ed m \>TOTCko\Axv%\»a ^'wa.^^sM^ '^^'^ 
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veVf all actuated by the same motives. Espe- 
this true of the advocates of his nomination in 
tate. During his administration he had been 
1 the flesh to Senator Piatt, the Republican 
New York State, and the machine politicians. 
3ir desire to eliminate him from State politics, 
him in the office of Vice-President for the time 
east. Roosevelt perceived this intention and 
•eluctant to accept the nomination. But party 
rought him in the end to consent to the plan, 
he and McKinley were easily elected. 
lingle stick. The art of attack and defence 
J sticks, i. e., a staff fitted with a guard like that 

¥ood. Leonard Wood (I860-), See Roose- 
>unt of his early career, page 60. In recent 
las risen to the highest rank in the American 

Jiu-jitzu. A form of wrestling practiced by 
jse. 

Hayes. An American athlete who won the 
race in the international Olympic games of 
at London. i 

' The Strenuous Life.'' An extract from this 
ay be found in this volume, page 166. The 
ress may be found in Roosevelt's book entitled 
ous Life, 

tianchurian. The military operations of the 
anese War (1904-05) were chiefly on Man- 
.il. 

Ode on a Grecian XXth.'' k x^'^Xai^^ -^^53®. 
?ats (1795-1821). 
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26 : 2. The OettyBburg Speech. Lincoln's speech de- 
livered at the dedication of the Gettysburg National Ceme- 
tery, November 19, 1863. 

25 : 3. Frederick. Frederick the Great (1620-1688) 
King of Prussia, won at Leuthen, December 5, 1757, a 
notable victory over an Austrian army under Prince 
Charles of Lorraine. 

26 : 3. NelBon. Admiral Nelson (1758-1805), in com- 
mand of the British iffeet, won the famous victory over 
the French in the battle off Cape Trafalgar, October 19, 
1805. 

26 : 14. Marryat's books. Frederick Marryat (1792- 
1848) was an English novelist who wrote many stories 
of sea life. He was himself an officer in the English navy 
for many years. Peter Simple and Mr, Midshipman Easy 
are among his best known stories. 

Entering Politics 

Roosevelt began his poUtical career imder the follow- 
ing circumstances: In the fall of 1881, he was nominated 
by the Repubhcans of the old Twenty-first District of 
New York City as their candidate for the state assembly. 
The nomination came to him unexpectedly and un- 
sought. There had been a revolt against the district 
leader, "Jake^^ Hess, in which young Roosevelt bad 
taken an active part. Hess^s candidate was turned down 
and the opposition settled upon Roosevelt, less than a 
year and a half out of college, and with no political rec- 
ord to hamper him. Roosevelt had already ideaati^fA 
himself with the reform elemaivt in the city, and l»" 
Jonged to a club devoted ^ AiJtkft lux^^sraL^^dafc^xa^s^s^ 
of free trade, which he had afi^pXj^^ ^sv ^»3ii8ae^,\i^> 
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be was "regular" so far as party affiliations were con- 
oemed, Hess acquiesced in his choice. After a spirited 
eampalgn, Roosevelt was elected. 

28 : 3. Thayer, Ezra Ripley Thayer (1866-1915) was 
an American lawyer and educator. For many years he 
was Dane professor of law at Harvard University and 
dean of the Law School. Roosevelt studied law at the 
CJolumbia University Law School and in the office of his 
imcle, Robert B. Roosevelt. 

28 : 8. C»ye»t emptor. A legal phrase signifying that 
the purchaser of land or goods takes his chances as to the 
title or quality of the property acquired by him. 

30 : 7. Elected to the Legislature. For awhile, as 
Roosevelt states in liis Avtobiography y he took httle part 
in the debates, but watched and learned. Suddenly, 
about the middle of the session, he dumbfounded the 
pM-ty leaders by demanding the investigation of a certain 
judge. He was voted down and his friends urged him to 
drop tiie matter, assuring him that such independence 
would mean his political death. He persisted in his de- 
mand stubbornly daj^ after day until he got a majority 
of the Assembly with him, and the investigation was pro- 
vided for. 

This was his first personal political victory, and from 
then on in the LegL^ture, he was a force to be reckoned 
mth. In 1882, he was reelected by a large majority, de- 
spite the fact that this was a year which saw the Demo- 
cratic party triumphant in the state, especially in the 
Section (rf Grover Cleveland as Governor. In 1883, Roose- 
V^t was elected for a third term. During his second term 
he was the Republican floor leader, aiv'^\xi\^^'*^iKSL^^^'^is^ 
candidate for the Speakership, bM\i ^aa ^<d^"ei^fc^* 
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The struggle over the Republican Presidential nomina- 
tion of 1884 began in New York on the choice of delates 
to the State Convention. Roosevelt had to defeat his (M 
opponent, Jacob Hess, before he himself could secure a 
place as delegate to the State Convention at Utica. This 
he was able to do, and he went to the Convention an en- 
thusiastic partisan of Edmunds, of Vermont, who was the 
candidate supported by the reform element of the Re- 
pubhcan party. The Convention was divided between 
supporters of Arthur, Blaine, and Edmunds, and the dele- 
gates to the National Convention, of whom Roosevelt was 
one, were uninstructed. 

In the proceedings of the National Convention at 
Chicago, he took a prominent part. During the bitter 
struggle among these three candidates for the nomination, 
he worked and voted steadfastly for Edmunds, and was 
one of those who voted for him upon the final ballot which 
gave the nomination to Blaine. 

After the Convention Roosevelt went West to his ranch 
in North Dakota to think over the situation in quiet and 
make up his mind what course to take. Many of his friends 
among the reform element in his party were announcing 
that they would carry their opposition to the nominee, 
Blaine, to the extent of voting for the Democratic candidate. 

But to Roosevelt the idea of breaking with his party 
did not appear to be tenable. Having reached this deci- 
sion he gave out the following public statement: " I in- 
tend to vote the Republican presidential ticket. A man 
cannot act both without and within the party; he can do 
either, but he cannot possibly do both. I went in with 
my eyes open to do w\iat 1 co\M ^\}ttvsv>i5ftfc^%s\?3\\^ 
my best and got beaten, and \ ^Tor^osfc \ft ^^»sA\si ^ 
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result. I am by inheritance and by education a Repub- 
lican; whatever good I have been able to accomplish in 
public life has been accomplished through the Republican 
party; I have acted with it in the past, and I wish to act 
with it in the future.'' Following this declaration he re- 
turned to the East, where he took a rather inactive part 
in the campaign. 

This disappointment in politics together with personal 
reasons led Roosevelt to spend the greater part of the fol- 
lowing years up to 1889, when he accepted the appoint- 
ment as Civil Service Commissioner, in the West on his 
ranch. There he enjoyed to the full outdoor life and found 
time in which to do a good deal of writing. 

30 : 13. Duke of Wellington. Arthur Wellesley, Duke 
of Wellington (1769-1852) was the British general who 
won at the battle of Waterloo, June 18, 1815, a decisive 
victory over Napoleon's army. 

31 : 25. HamUton. Alexander Hamilton (1757-1804) 
was an American statesman who, in the early days of the 
nation when disintegrating tendencies were pronounced, 
contended for a strong, centralized government. 

34 : 11. Josh Billings. The pen name of Henry W. 
Shaw (1818-1885), one of the early American humorists. 
His chief works were his Farmer^s Allminax (1870-1880), 
Every Boddy^s Friend (1876), and Josh Billings* Spice Box 
(1881). 

In Cowboy Land 

88 : 2. Territory of Dakota. In 1889, the large Terri- 
tory of Dakota was divided into two sections and theaa 
were admitted into the Union as tYie ^\.8u\.^ o\^<s^J^^sssSi. 
^f South Dakota,, 
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88 : 7. Owen Wister'a 8tori«8. lliis Am^can novel- 
ist has written vividly about the Far West which he knew 
from intimate experience. His The Virginian (1902) ie 
acknowledged to be one of our best portrayals <rf Western 
life. For Roosevelt's estimate of it, see page 49. 

38 : 8. Frederic Remington'a drawings. Fredoic 
Remington (1861-1909) was an American artist who eia- 
bodied in his drawings and paintmgs, in a r^narkable way 
Western life. He had lived for several years as a cowboy 
on a ranch and had thus absorbed the spirit of Westom 
life in a first-hand way. 

38 : 11. Atlantis. A large inland, which, according to 
an ancient tradition was at one time situated in the At- 
lantic near the Pillars of Hercules (now in the Strait of 
Gibraltar). 

39 : 28. Duffle-Bag. A bag, usually of canvas, in which 
is carried a sportsman's or camper's outfit. 

40 : 13. Old sledge. A game of cards more generally 
known as all-fours, 

46 : 14. xnav«rick. A Western expression desigDatiiig 
cattle found without an owner's brand. 

48 : 23. Bryce. Viscount Bryce (1838-) was ambas- 
sador from England to the United States from 1907 to 
1913. 

The Rough Riders 

56 : 2. Assistant Secretary of the Navy. Roosevelt 

was recalled from his ranch in the fall of 1886 to become 

a candidate for Mayor of New York City. He was the 

nominee of the Independent Committee of One Hundnd 

&ad of the Republican party . ISi^ o^r^iaossc^^ssBfe^^Stfass^ 

George, running on a Labox m^^m^^"t^^^aJ^«»»^«^ 
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bram S. Hewitt whom Tammany had nominated. The 
suit of the contest was that Hewitt was chosen Mayor. 
In May, 1889, Roosevelt was appointed a member of 
le National Civil Service Commission by President Har- 
mon. He served ihrou^ Harrison's admmistration, and 
SIS retained in office by President Cleveland, whom he 
\d helped, ten years before, to establish civil service on 
firmer basis in New York State. The six years that 
oosevelt spent in Washington in this position gave him 
►lendid training in a wider field than he had hitherto 
itered. He won the friendship and regard of public men 
om all parts of the country, and even those who were 
)t in entire sympathy with the reforms he represented 
cognized his sincerity, fairness, and energy. 
Roosevelt resigned from the Civil Service Commission 
May, 1895, and accepted one of the Police Commis- 
merships tendered him by Mayor Strong of New York 
ity. Roosevelt was chosen president of the Board, and 
)m the first stamped his personality on the Departm^it. 
le new board found the police force in a thoroughly de- 
oralized and disorganized condition, but it was able to 
ing order out of chaos and enforce a strict discipline 
lich soon improved the morale of the force. Roosevelt 
signed his position as Police Commissioner in March, 
97, to return to Wa^iington as Assistant Secretary of 
e Navy. 

55 : 3. Lodge. Henry Cabot Lodge (1850-) is a prom- 
ent American pohtician. He has been United States 
inator from Massachusetts since 1893. 
58 : 2. Captain Mahan. Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840- 
*14) was an eminent American iiavaX oJSv^x -^^^ ^^^^iy^^ 
eral important books on naval YostotY ^"^^ ^«t%5^ft^ « 
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58 : 15. Jefferson. Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was 
ihe author of the Declaration of Independence and third 
President of the United States. 

60 : 1. the Maine. The blowing up of the United 
States battleship Maine in Havana harbor on the evening 
of February 15, 1898, with the loss of 266 men was the 
critical incident that provoked hostilities between the 
United States and Spain. 

60 : 15. Apaches. One of the Western Indian tribes, 
formerly living chiefly in New Mexico and Arizona, which 
gave a great deal of trouble in the early settlement of the 
West. 

61 : 1. Alger. Russell Alexander Alger (1836-1907) 
was an American soldier and politician. He was at one 
time Governor of Michigan and in President McKinley^s 
cabinet he was Secretary of War. His administration of 
the War Department during the Spanish-American War 
was severely criticized, but an investigating committee 
in the main exonerated him. 

62 : 7. San Antonio. The leading city in western Texas. 

63 : 3. Tampa. Tampa, Florida, situated on Tampa 
Bay, was an embarkation point during the Spanish- 
American War. 

64 : 6. good record. In the first conflict with the 
Spanish at Las Guasimas on June 24, 1898, the Rough 
Riders saw severe fighting and conducted themselves well. 
Before another engagement, Wood was promoted to the 
rank of brigadier-general, and Roosevelt became com- 
mander of the regiment. In the fighting in connection 
with the assault of Santiago, July 1, 1898, Roosevelt dis- 

played great bravery, \ead\iv^\v\^TCLec^\xv^^Tessiv. "?*&»» 
the Bgbting was over, ttie d^alYv w -«qwccv^\s^%^\^^^^^5^ 
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manding officers left him the ranking officer of the 
ade. The regiment was under fire all the next day and 
it, but maintained the position on the hills it had won. 
regiment lay in the trenches before the city until its 
ender, Roosevelt being in command of the second 
ade of the cavalry division, from the middle of July, 
i was during this period that the incident of the famous 
und robin " letter occurred. The officers and men 
• had undergone the hardships of the campaign were 
ious to return North to recuperate, now that the fight- 
was over for the time being. The damp summer sea- 
with its malaria and yellow fever was approaching. 
y had not complained when there was fighting to be 
e, but they objected to being sacrificed to no good 
30se. On August 4, all the general officers of General 
fter's command united in a letter of protest asking, 
i the troops be moved North, and declaring that the 
my must be moved at once or perish." 
Ithough there was a tendency to criticize the letter, 
3h had been composed by Roosevelt, as unmilitary 
subversive of good discipline, yet it accomplished the 
sought. General Shafter concurred in its request and 
ismitted it to the War Department with the result 
i in three days the entire conmiand was ordered North. 
)nel Roosevelt and his Rough Riders were ordered to 
ap Wyckoff, at Montauk Point, where they arrived 
August 15 and were shortly afterwards mustered out. 

The Presidency 

5:1. President McKinley. William McEinley 
{3^1901) was the twenty-fifth Pxesvdeo^ ol ^(JftaXi\^'e^ 
ss-. After his Grst term (1897-lWV) ^afeXx-a^X^^^^^ 
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elected for a second tenn. While he was taking part in 
a public reception at the Pan-American Exposition at 
Buffalo, New York, on Sept^ber d, 1901^ he was shot 
by an anarchist, Leon Czc^goaa. 

66 : 24. Loeb. William Loeb, the private secretary of 
President McKinley who served Roosevdt in the same 
capacity during his Presidency. 

66 : 19. to show my competoBC^ hif my deeds* That 
Roosevelt fulfilled this expectatiaa is siiown by the fact 
that after completing the un€3q)ired term o£ McKinley, 
he was nominated in 1904 to succeed himsdkE. He was 
elected by the largest popular majwity ever given for any 
Presidential candidate. 

Space does not permit an account of Roo«ev^'s ad- 
ministration. SuJOfice it to say that the seven and a half 
years which he spent in the White House wrare crowded 
with achievements oi national and international signifi- 
cance. His relation to " big business '' and to* labor, his 
policy regarding the conservation of natural resources, his 
uph<dding of the Monroe doctrine in the Venezuela affair, 
his service as peace-maker between Japan, and Rosna, his 
interest in developing the efficiency of the navy, his se- 
curing the enaetm«it of laws controlling the matter of 
railway rates, and his steps toward the buildix^ of the 
Panama Canal, were some of the outstanding features of 
his administration. 

In the fall of 1913 Roosevelt left the United Stat« for 
his second extended hunting and exploring expedition. 
This time he went to South America and after many 
months in the jungle emerged to tell the world that he 
had discovered a river one tYio\3a^ii^m\!Lifc^ VotL^.^fdai*^ 
named ihe Rio Duvido, ox l\:\N^t ol \iav3to<». 
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4 Boosevelt refused the Progressive nomination 
smor of New York, and between that time and 
became reconciled to the Republican party. He 
ndidate for the Presidential nomination in 1916, 
I Charles E. Hughes was nominated he supported 
rously. 

h denied an active part in the war Roosevelt, 
ailing health, from time to time made addresses 
tireless prosecution of the war. On the day the 
! was signed, he had to go to the hospital on 
of inflammatory rheumatism. Happily he was 
be at home for Christmas and spent a happy 
eason with those of his children and grandchildren 
d be present. 

st day of his life, January 5th, was spent in read- 
ivriting at his home. He spent the evening with 
y and went to bed at eleven o'clock. Shortly 
: o'clock the next morning, his personal attendant, 
sleeping in the next room, noticed that his breath- 
mnatural. He hurriedly called the trained nurse 
sleeping nearby, but when they reached Roose- 
lide, they f oimd that a clot of blood, settling upon 
>ot, had brought him peaceful death. His burial 
lout pomp and circumstance, his last resting 
ing a beautiful spot on a knoll looking over 
and Sound. There among the woods and hills 
) had loved since boyhood he was fittingly left 

ublic life of Roosevelt should not obscure his 
fe in the memory of the American people. Aa 
well said, '' His family \iie 'waa aaHa^^csfc •&a.>^a. 
'. if is wife and children axA Vopcaa ^^^ ^^ 
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to his heart, together with his country. He believed that 
the strength of the nation lay in the tenderness and in the ! 
fine love of American parents and children for one another, i 
and in his own life he practiced his belief/' It seems fitting 
therefore to close these selections from his Autobiography 
with a portion of the chapter in which he drew a most 
engaging picture of his life at Sagamore Hill. As a supple- 
ment to this chapter, Roosevelt's Letters to his Children 
should be read. 

Outdoors and Indoors 

69 : 16. Burroughs. John Burroughs (1836-) is an 
American nature-lover and writer between whom and 
Roosevelt there was a warm friendship. 

71 : 1. Harris. Roosevelt had great admiration for 
Joel Chandler Harris, author of the Uncle Remus books. 
In a letter included in Mrs. Julia Collier Harris's life of 
her father-in-law, Roosevelt has written as follows: " When 
I became President, I set my heart on having Joel Chandler 
Harris a guest at the White House. But to get him there 
proved no easy task. He was a very shy, sensitive, re- 
tiring man, who shrank from all publicity, and to whom 
it was really an agony to be made much of in public. But 
I knew that he liked me; and I had the able assistance of 
Julian (Harris's son), who remarked to me: ' I'll get father 
up to see you if I have to blindfold him and back him 
into the White House.' Fortunately such extreme meas- 
ures were not necessary; but I shall never forget the smile 
of triumph with which Julian did actually deliver the 
somewhat deprecatory ' father ' inside the White House 
doors. But I think he soon. ieW* a.\)"\iaviife. ^'^V^i^'^ 
children, and at dinner that evemiv?, ^^ \\a.^ T^a ^>\\sst^^ 
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except Fitzhugh Lee, who was a close family friend, and 
^th whom I knew he would get on well. 

" In a little while he was completely at ease; . . . and 
after half an hour he was talking and laughing freely, and 
exchanging anecdotes and comparing reminiscences. When 
lie left next morning all of our family agreed that we had 
never received at the White House a pleasanter friend or 
a man whom we more delighted to honor.'' {Joel Chandler 
Harris, pages 514 and 515.) 

71 : 15. the Sequoias. The Sequoia gigardea, found in 
California, is the largest American forest tree. The aver- 
age height of the trees is about 275-300 feet and the trunk 
diameter 30-35 feet near the ground. 

71 : 16. Muir. John Muir (1838-1914) was an Amer- 
ican naturalist and writer. He did much exploring not 
only in the far West and in Alaska, but also in other re- 
mote and unfamiliar parts of the world. He found time 
to write entertainingly articles and books about his ex- 
periences and his observations in the field of natural 
history. 

71 : 19. Emerson. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
Was a famous American poet and essayist. In 1871, he 
inaxle a lecture tour as far west as California. 

74 : 18. Poe. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was the 
famous American poet and prose-writer. 

75 : 21. Gaston Phoebus. Gaston III (1331-1391) 

"was one of the counts of Foix, an old and distinguished 

liVench family which flourished from the eleventh to the 

fifteenth century. Gaston III was sumamed Phoebus 

(Apollo) on account of his beauty. He was very fond of 

hunting and wrote a book entitled Pleosuxes o^ 'ft.u'oSKjtvx^ 
Wild Beasts and Birds of Prey, 
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76 : 22. Emperor Mazixnilian. Maximilian I (1459- 
1519) was the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire from 
1493-1519. He was the author of books on the art of war, 
hunting, gardening, etc. 

76 : 10. Gibbon. Edward Gibbon (1737-1794), the 
English historian whose The History of the Dedine and 
Fall of the Roman Empire is one of the greatest historiee 
ever written. 

76 : 10. Macaulay. Thomas Babington Maeaulfty 
(1800-1859), an English historian and essayist, whose chief 
historical work is History of England covering the reigns 
of James II and William III. 

76 : 10. Herodotus. A celebrated Greek historian 
(?484-?424 B. C), sometimes called " the Father of His- 
tory '' who wrote a history of the Persian invasion of 
Greece. 

76 : 11. Thucydides. A noted Greek historian (?471- 
?401 B. C.) who began an elaborate History of the Peloponr 
nesian War, which, however, he did not live to finish. 

76 : 11. Tacitus. A celebrated Roman historian (?55- 
?after 117) whose (jermama gives an account of the Ger- 
man tribes. 

76 : 11. Heixnskringla. An important prose history 
of the Norse Kings from the earliest times to -the battl^^ 
of Re in 1177. The author was an Icelander, Sq(«^ 
Sturlusow (1178-1241). 

76 : 11. Froissart. Jean Froissart (1337-?1410) w^ 
a celebrated French historian whose great work is Ckror^ 
ides of France, England, Italy, and Spain relating the hi^ 
torical events from 1332 till 1400. 

7$ : 12. JoinTiUe. Jean de 3omV\\\^ ^^.V^iA^-\^\T^ 
a French chronicler, autlaor oi History o^ SA..l.fift«.%. 
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2. VlUehardouin. Geoffroi de ViUehardouin 
^1212) was a French historian who has left a val- 
count of the Fourth Crusade (1198-1207) in which 
in active participant. 

2. Parkman. Francis Parkman (1823-1893) was 
rican historian whose works include Conspiracy of 

Pioneers of France in the New Worldy Jesuits in 
Imerica, Discovery of the Great West, The Old Ri- 

Canada, Montcalm and Wolfe, and The Cali- 
nd Oregon Trail, to mention only the more im- 

2. Mahan. See above 58 : 2. 

3. Mommsen. Theodor Monmisen (1817-1903), 
ated German historian, whose principal work is 
History. 

3. Ranke. Leopold von Ranke (1795-1886), a 
historian, author of several noted historical works, 
with different phases of European history, espe- 
ith Germany. 

5. Darwin. Charles Robert Darwin (1809-1882), 
ated English scientist, whose chief work. Origin 
es (1859), propounded the theory of biological 
n. 

5. Huxley. Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895) 
of the great English scientists. He became the 
m. of Darwin's evolutionary theories and defended 
»utly in his writings and speeches. He had a re- 
e gift for popularizmg in his writings scientific 
d theories. 

7. Carlyle. Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) was a 
hglish essayist and histonaii oi ^^q>\^ $)fiSRjaci^». 
lis best known books axe SarloT Uesox\,^x&^^^ 
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French Revolution ^ Heroes and Hero-Worship^ Past and 
Present J and History of Frederick the Great. 

76 : 17. Emerson. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
was the great American essayist, whose various writings 
have stimulated many in an ethical way. 

76 : 17. Kant. Inmianuel Kant (1724-1804) was a 
noted German philosopher. 

76 : 18. Sutherland's. Alexander Sutherland (1852- 
1902) was an Australian journalist. Roosevelt refers 
here to his Origin and Growth of the Moral Instinct 
(1898). 

76 : 19. Acton. Lord Acton (1834-1902) was a noted 
English historian who in the latter part of his life was 
Regius Professor of Modern History at Oxford Uni- 
versity. 

76 : 19. Lounsbury. Thomas Raynesford Lounsbury 
(1838-) was for a long time professor of English at Yale 
tFniversity. Among his writings were Studies in Chaucer 
and several volumes of Shakespearean studies. 

77 : 10. One Hundred Best Books. Sir John Lub- 
bock, an English scientist of the nineteenth century, drew 
up a list of the " hundred best books " in the world's lit- 
erature which attracted much attention. 

77 : 10. Five-Foot Library. Several years ago President 
Ehot of Harvard made the statement that all the books 
really necessary to culture could be gathered together on a 
shelf j&ve feet long. Later, he made this statement ex- 
plicit by drawing up a list of the books to be included in 
this library. 

77 : 21. MUton. John Milton (1608-1674), a celebrated 
English poet, author oi Parcidxse Lo%l, ^^^jjix^'^ ^ *^ 
most sublime poem in EngWa^v V^^^'caJcvxx^. 
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7 : 22. Pope. Alexander Pope (1688-1744), a famous 

^lish poet, noted for his success in brilliant, epigram- 

;ic satiric verse. 

7 : 22. Whitman. Walt Whitman (1819-1892), an 

erican poet, whose formless but vigorous poetry as 

resented in Leaves of Grass was a forerunner of the 

iern free verse. 

7 : 23. Browning. Robert Browning (1812-1889), an 

rlish poet, whose poetry is diflficult to read but very 

lulating. 

7 : 23. Lowell. James Russell Lowell (1819-1891), 

American poet. 

7 : 24. Tennyson. Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892), a 

brated English poet. 

7 :24. Kipling. Rudyard Kipling (1865-), an Eng- 

poet popular for vivid, vigorous verse. 

7 : 24. Kbrner. Karl Theodor Komer (1791-1813), a 

man l3rric poet whose short life closed on the battle- 

l. Many of his poems were written while in army 

ice, the appropriate title of his volume of verse, pub- 

3d after his death, being Lyre and Sword, 

7 : 24. Heine. Heinrich Heine (1797-1856), a Ger- 

i lyric poet of Hebrew descent. 

r : 25. Bard of the Dimbovitza. The title of an 

resting collection of Roumanian folk-songs collected 

1 the peasants in the valley of the Dimbovitza by 

Bna Vacaresco and published in an English translation 

908. 

r : 25. Tolstoy's. Count Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), a 

sian novelist and social reformer, whose chief novels 

War and Peace and Anna KartnvMx. 

:26. SienkiewicE. Henryk Sieakieme.!. ^^b^5^ 
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was a Polish novelist. Qiw Vadis^, a picture at RcHiian 
life in the time of Nero, being his best known booL 

77 : 27. " Salammbo." A novel by the French nov- 
elist Flaubert baaed upon the history of Hannibal's sister 
Salammbo. 

77 : 27. " Tom Brown." The two famous books by 
Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown's School-days and TomBrom 
at Oxford, illustrating reapectivrfy puWc school and col- 
legiate life in England. 

77 : 28. " Two Admirals." A novel of sea adventure 
by James Fenimore Cooper. 

77 : 28. " Quentin Durward." A historical romance 
by Sir Walter Scott. 

77 : 29. " Artemus Ward." The pseudonym of C. F. 
Browne (1834-1867), an American humorist. 

77 : 29. " Ingoldsby Legends." A series of satirical 
stories in prose and verse written about the middle of the 
nineteenth century by Barham, whose pen-naioe was 
Thomas Ingoldsby, Esq. 

77 : 30. " Pickwick." The Poaikwn&us Papers of the 
Picktvick Club by Charles Dick^is. 

77:30. "Vanity Fair." The moat representative 
novel of William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1863). 

78 : 17. Macbeth. One of Shakespeare's tragedies 
dealing with deep passions that lead to violence and crime. 

78 : 17. Hamlet. Anoth^ of Shakespeare's tragedies 
which is more thoughtful and poetic than Macbeth. 

82 : 20. Farragut. David Glasgow Farragut (1801- 

1870), a celebrated American admiral, who directed many 

briUiant naval campaigns during the Civil War. August 5, 

1864, with eighteen ships, ioxxc ol >^<eca.xw3K\^ssc?^^^«R^ 

i^n past the batteries goaxtfm^ eiiXx%siR»\Rk\^.^^^N!Ks^N 
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'jBng&d the Confederate fleet within the bay. His 

>f the Confederate ironclad, Tennessee, was the 

achievement of this expedition. 

5. Jonathan Edwards. The bear derived his 

om an eminent American theologian of the eight- 

entury whose doctrines represented the extreme 

I the New England Puritans on points of Calvin- 

ology. 

5. " Kim." The hero of a story by Kipling tell- 

adventures of an Irish waif in India who acquired 

us knowledge of the Orient. 

HISTORY 

□B Backwoodsmen or the Alleghanibs 

s with historical writing that Roosevelt began his 
career, his first volume being The History of the 
War of 1812, Although this was the work of a 
aan just twenty-three years old it was an exceed- 
eritorious performance in that it corrected many 
3 of earlier historians and showed an impartiality 
Qent. 

tngest and most painstaking historical work is The 
7 of the Westf the four volumes of which were 
from 1889 to 1896. So excellent is this account 
berritorial expansion from 1769-1807 and of the 
whom it was due that many regard it as Roose- 
lost enduring contribution to Hterature. When 
aiders the difficulty of finding and collecting ma- 
this field thirty years ago, he cannot fail to feel 
oseveWs achievement was a T^TaaiksahVi osMb* Qr5»& 
08t sinking chapters in tloiaVioc^Sa^^ ^sc^aNiset^ 
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reprinted which gives vivid picture of the life and charac- 
ter of the men who played so large a part in the develop- 
ment of American civilization. 

93 : 22. Fort Pitt. Located at what is now Pittsburg. 

93 : 23. Cherokees. An Indian tribe which occupied 
the moimtainous section of North Carolina and Greorgia. 

94 : 8. Quakers. Members of the religious denominar 
tion known as the Society of Friends which took its rise 
in England about the middle of the seventeenth century. 

94 : 23. Scotch-Irish. This term does not indicate, 
as many people suppose, mixed Scotch and Irish descent. 
It denotes the descendants of the early Scotch Presbyterian 
who settled, for a hundred years or more after 1600, with 
their wives and families in Ulster, in the north of Ireland. 
For a hundred years after 1700 their descendants seeking 
to escape civil and religious burdens that were intolerable, 
sought a more promising home in America. They became 
an important ingredient in the American population. 

94 : 24. Roundhead. A member of the Puritan party 
during the English Civil War in the seventeenth century. 
This nickname was applied to the Puritans because of 
their custom of wearing their hair cut short in contrast 
to the general custom of the time. 

94 : 24. Cavalier. The adherents of Charles I of Eng- 
land during the Civil War in the seventeenth century. 

94 : 27. Huguenot. The French Calvinists were known 
as Huguenots. During the 16th and 17th centuries they 
were subjected to much persecution on accoimt of their 
Protestant faith. To escape these persecutions thousands 
of the Huguenots left France and settled in other coun- 
trJes, many going to America. 
94 : 30. Knox. John Knox ^\^V\^n*2^ ^^ ^ ^««teL 
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livine who was a leader in the establishment of Presbyte- 
rianism in Scotland. 

94 : 30. Calyin. John Calvin (150^1564) was the 
Qoted Protestant reformer and foimder of Presbyterian- 
tsm. 

94 : 31. CoTenanters. Those in Scotland who in the 
seventeenth century bound themselves by a solenm cov- 
3nant to uphold and maintain the Pr^b3rterian doctrine 
suid scheme of church government against Catholicism 
suid Anglicanism. 

96 : 13. BSilesian Irish. Descendants of the original 
Gaelic colonists of Ireland who were called Milesians be- 
cause according to the legend they sprang from the three 
sons of Mil, or Milesius, who came from Spain or Gaul and 
conquered the preceding inhabitants some centuries be- 
fore the Christian era. 

96 : 20. Cromwell. Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658) was 
the Puritan leader who became ruler of England from 1653- 
1668 with the title of Lord Protector. 

96 : 21. Derry. The city of Derry (now known morb 
commonly as Londonderry) was successfully defended by 
the Irish Protestants when James II of England attacked 
it during his expedition into Ireland, 1689. 

96 : 22. Boyne. A river in Ireland on whose banks in 
1690 the army of James II was heavily defeated. 

96 : 22. Aughrim. An Irish village where in 1691 the 
English defeated an army of the Irish and French. 

96 : 11. independence. The reference is to the Meek- 
lenbiurg Declaration drawn up by the citizens of Mecklen- 
burg County, North Carolina, in 1775. It is believed by 
some to have antedated the PMaddp\v\auT^^^"ax"aJ^vsc^\^ 
bis view js not generally held by \i\stoT\aiva. 
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106 : 17. iMknkrilfeioa. Among the OI31111HC games of 
the Greeks this was a contest invoh'ing a combination of 
boxing and wrestling. The combatants fought naked, 
their bodies being oiled and sprinkled with sand for the 
sake of a better hold. It seems to have been ver}- much 
of the nature of a rough-and-tumble fight althou^ there 
were rules governing the contest. 

106 : 24. Kenton. Simon Kenton (1755-1836) was aa 
American pioneer whose fai^e as a frontier hero was second 
onlv to that of Daniel Boone. 

106 : 32. pillion. A pad or cushion placed behind a 
saddle as a seat for a second peison, usually a woman. 

107 : IS. nogfint. Wooden mugs. 

The Historian of ise P^uture 

This selection is from Roosevelt's address as i^esideDt 
of the American Hist<Mical Association, delivered at the 
Boston meeting, December 27, 1912. The title, "History 
as literature.** indicated that Roosevelt was discussing 
the topic whether history diould be treated in a cold and 
dispasaonate scientifie manner or whether it should be 
presented as a vivid st<Hy with emphasis on man as the 
principal factor. His position is sufficiently indicated in 
the portion of the address which is here given. The last 
two or three paragraphs of the sdection have been mocfa 
admired as one of the most striking and eloquent passages 
in all Roosevdt'a writings. 

lU : S. Tan Thoosand. In the ^a^mpnign of Cyrus 

the Ycunf^ against the Persians, the Gredc anny of 10,000 

was totted to TC^x^^v ^<»\Su^d0iltk of Cyrus in the battle 

^' CiiMMk *' >A\a^ «» ^aBBr-^^^Ksfc«fi^issMi&t-^^ 
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p%at shouting among the men who had reached 
f a hill in front. He thought they saw an enemy, 
ted his horse^ and galloped forward with some 
As thej'- came nearer, they could make out the 
was " T?ie sea! the seaJ There, far off was the 
im of the Euxine. After the long, int^ose strain 
id danger, the men burst into tears: like true 
ildren of the sea they knew now that they were 
f home." (Jebb's Greek Idteraivre, p. 110.) 
). Jehu. See Bible, // Kings IX. In his usur- 

the throne of Israel, Jehu killed Jezebel, the 
ther. 

L. Ahab. See Bible, / Kings XXII, 29-40. 
} a King of Israel who was killed in battle with 
het, King of Judah. 

I Josiah. See Bible, // Kings XXII-XXIII 
'Jhronides XXXIV, XXXV. When PharacAr 
mt from Egypt to carry on his war with Assyria, 
jng of Judah, opposed his march. In the sub- 
lattle Josiah was killed. 

9. Shalxnaneser. Shalmaneser and Sargon 
o-ian rulers, Amenhotep and Rameses, Egyptian. 
$. Peloponnesiaii War. A war ext^iding frcHn 
14 B. C. between the Athenians and their allies 
eloponnesian Confederacy embracing the Spartans 
allies. The result was a victory for Athens. 

Richard III. In the play Richard III, Shake- 
3 represented this king as more cruel and blood- 
lan modem historians believe him to have been. 

due to Shakespeare's use of a biassed historv 
his day. But so vivid iB\i\a\«ft^«:^^<i^"^^5^sc^ 
oersona hold their ideas oi\miVtwsi'*^Qfc^«5- 
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122 : 4. Keats. In Keats' poem On First Looking inlo 
Chapman*8 Homer, he made the mistake of refemng to 
Cortez as the discoverer of the Pacific Ocean when he 
should have said Balboa. 

122 : 11. Napier. Sir WiUiam F. P. Napier (1785- 
1860) was a British general who saw service in the Penin- 
sular campaigns. Afterwards he wrote a full account of 
the campaign, in six volumes, entitled History of the 
Peninsular War, which described vividly the deeds of 
the English in such engagements as Roosevelt men- 
tions. 

122 : 13. Parkman. See note 76 : 12. 

122 : 14. Montcalm. Marquis de Montcalm (1712- 
1759) was the general commanding the French forces in the 
struggle around Quebec in 1759. An account of his death 
together with that of Wolfe may be foimd in Parkman's 
France and England in North America, Part VII. 

122 : 14. Wolfe. James Wolfe (1727-1759) was an Eng- 
lish general commanding the English forces in the attack 
on Quebec in 1759. As he led the decisive charge, he was 
killed. 

122 : 15. Fitzgerald. Edward Fitzgerald (1809-1883) 
was an English poet whose fame is due almost wholly to 
his translation, from the Persian, of the Rubdiydt of (hnar 
Khayyim. His rendering of this old poem seems final so 
far as English literature is concerned. 

122 : 20. Gibbon. See note 76 : 10. 

123 : 3. Maspero. Sir Gaston Camille Charles Maspero 
(1846-) is a distinguished French authority <m Egyptian 
history. 

123 : 4, Breasted. 3ames l^ewrj ^x^ajsjy^ v:s5^ferN'^ 
&D ilmerican authority on Oi\esi\al\»sjWiT>j. ^^\aa.^««^ 
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i several books, his Ancient Records ofEffypt being one 

his most notable. 

123 : 4. WeigaU. Arthur Edward P. B. Weigall (1880-) 

Em English authority on Egyptian history. 

123 : 7. Heizruikringla. See note 76 : 10. 

123 : 7. Sagas. The sagas are prose accounts of the 

sds of ancient Icelandic heroes. The accounts are al- 

,ys vivid and forceful, the events happenmg mostly be- 

een 874 and 1030. 

123 : 11. Mount Vernon. The burial place of George 

stshington some fifteen miles down the Potomac river 

m Washington. 

126 : 18. Ivan the Terrible. Ivan IV, Czar of Russia 

m 1547-1584. His conquests were accompanied by so 

tny cruelties that he was sumamed The Terrible. 

L26 : 31. Jenghiz Khan. A Mongolian king who 

iquered northern China and central Asia 1215-1221. 

L26 : 4. Touaregs. A powerful tribe inhabiting that 

rtion of the Sahara lying south of Algeria and between 

)rocco and Senegal. They control the principal caravan 

ites. 

L26 : 7. Moslem. The followers of Mohammedism. 

L26 : 7. Buddhist. A follower of the religious S3rstem 

inded by Buddha in India in the sixth century. 

L27 : 20. Agincourt. In the battle of Agincourt, 

bober 25, 1415, between the French and the English 

! skill of the English with the long bow was a decisive 

tor in the victory. 

L27 : 21. Alexander. Alexander the Great (356-323 

C), King of Macedon, pushed his conqiiesfa^ eAs^?i(<S)Ss^ 

far as an invaaion of India. 

i7:23. Low-Dutch, sea-tbie^m. "^^ kQSi^^^^=»=«^ 
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conquerors of Eki^^and were from Teutonic tribes liying 
around the mouth of the river Elbe. 

127 : 25. Unknown continents. The reference k to 
the peopling of N(»^ America and Australia by the de- 
scendants of the early Angio-Saxons. 

127 : 25. Hannibal. The Carthaginiaa general, Han- 
nibal, carried his conquests up through Spain to the gates 
of Rome itself. He was defeated by Scipio Africans in 
202. 

128 : 9. Memphis. The early capital of Egypt, sit- 
uated on the Nile, south of Cairo. It ccmtinued to enst 
down to Roman times, but was gradually abandoned and 
ruined after the Mc^iammedan conquest. 

128 : 10. Babylon. The capital of ancient Babylonia, 
situated on the Euphrates, and one of the oldest cities of 
the East. The famous Hanging Gardens, one of the seven 
wonders of the world, seem to have been a building on the 
roof of which were planted trees, flowers, and shrubs, and 
are said to have been constructed by Nebuchadnesizar for 
the gratification of his queen because the level acauery 
aroimd Babylon was dreary to her in comparison with 
that of her mountain home in Media. 

128 : 11. Nineveh. The capital of the ancient Assynan 
Empire. It was situated on the upper Tigris. 

128 : 12. Queen Maeve. A famous wanior-queeo iQ 
the early Iri^ sagas. 

128 : 14. Olaf . One of the most famous of the No^ 
wegian Kings (995-1030). 

128 : 20. Samurai. The military class in Japan daong 
the prevalence of the feudal system in that country. 

128 : 24. Timur tlie Iaem% i,\^»ir-\^5:fi^. '^?M^'\iBMa 
oonqueaxxc who became rukat cA «^ ^?«A» ^os^vifc «i^wb^%. 
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rpart<^A^. His nume is more usu^ly given 

ou'iane. 

5. Gustavus. Gustavus Adolphua (1594-1632), 

Sweden. 

5. Frederick. Frederick the Great (1712-1786), 

^nissia. 

5. Napoleon. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769- 

nperor of the French, 1804-1814. 

i« Wilderness. This westward expansion of 

id States has been vividly portrayed by Roose- 

ie Winnin/g of the West. 

ADVENTURE 

Bear Hunting Experiences 

itelt's ranch life in the 80's resulted in several 

jcripfcive of his experiences in the Far West, es- 

m his hunting trips. Among his books in this 

lunting Trips of a Ranchman (1886) from whidi 

ion here given is taken. Other books of the same 

laracter are The Wilderness Hunter (1887), Ranch 

Hunting Trail (1888) and American Big Game 

;i893). 

grisly. Althou^ both the spelling grizzly and 

sanctioned, yet the first is the older. It orig- 

»m ihe color of the animal which is usually a gris- 

but is very variable, being sometimes whiti^ 

or brownish. The word grizzled was ee^ecisily 

ethan days used to denote a grayish oc^r, £ix 

a grizzled beard (Of. Haimlet i, 2, 240), and this 

was applied to this spraB&dlXsedK. ^t^^^^a^sic^ 

filing originated in ttie -wsu^ wxegss^^Vj 



350 NOTES 

velt; that is, it came through association with the ad- 
jective grisly which was connected with the ferocious dis- 
position of the animal. 

Getting Christmas Dinner on a Ranch 

Accompanying the selection from Roosevelt's hunting 
books may be placed this little sketch which was reprinted 
in Everybody's Magazine with a note to the effect that it 
was written twenty years before and published in a paper 
of small circulation, which was now defunct. Because it 
is a vividly written bit of writing in Roosevelt's best style, 
it seems worthy of being more widely known. 

CITIZENSHIP 

True Americanism 

During the earlier part of his political life, Roosevelt 
wrote several magazine articles and addresses embodying 
his ideals of citizenship. These he collected in 1897 into 
a volume with the title American Ideals and Other EssaySf 
Social and Political, In a subsequent edition he added 
several of his later discussions of such topics, thus making 
this volume, together with Addresses and Presidential Adr 
dresses, 1902-1904, important sources from which may be 
gathered his ideas on jxjlitics and government. As yet his 
later addresses in this field have not been collected and 
added to the authorized edition of his works. 

The essay chosen from American Ideals for inclusion 
here presents his views upon a topic which has become 
identified closely with his name because it was the comer- 
stone of his theory oi c\t\7.em\i\^. 

149 :3. Johnson. I>t. ^amwL^ ^oX^asso. Vjnv^XT^ 
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I the noted English essayist and poet. Boswell in his 
3 of Johnson^ records this remark about patriotism as 
ows: " Patriotism having become one of our topics, 
inson suddenly uttered, in a strong determined tone, 
apothegm, at which many will start: ' Patriotism is 

last refuge of a scoundrel.' But let it be considered, 
,t he did not mean a real and generous love of our 
mtry, but that pretended patriotism which so many, 
all ages and countries, have made a cloak for self- 
3rest." 

.60 : 26. Manchester. A manufacturing city in Eng- 
d. 

.62 : 20. Ancient republics of Greece. Ancient 
3ece was largely a country of individual states each fired 
h a desire for independence and freedom. The two 
st prominent were Athens and Sparta. Both of these 
"^eloped a government by the people, or democracy. 
.62 : 20. mediseval republics of Italy. During the 
ddle Ages, Italy was largely a country of city republics 
h as Venice, Florence, and Genoa. 
B2 :21. petty states of Germany. Until the Con- 
ss of Vienna in 1815, what is now the German Empire 
I consisted of thirty-nine independent states. 
63 : 16. Harris. See note 6 : 24. 
.63 : 17. Mark Twain. Samuel Langhome Clemens 
35-1910), the noted American himiorist. 
.62 : 24. Jay. John Jay (1745-1829) was a distin- 
shed American lawyer and statesman. 
.62 : 24. Sevier. John Sevier (1745-1815) was a fa- 
ns pioneer who participated in the battle of KixLs^J^. 
untajn (1779) as the leader oi abaii^ olTrLCSvm^'sssi.^aisssv 

who afterwards became Goveraox oi 'T^sMCiSS^^^- 
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les : 24. Marion. Francis Marion (1732-1795) was 
a noted American leader in the Revt^utionary War. He 
was known as the Swamp Fox because he made the swamps 
of South Carolina the rendezvous from which he harassed 
the British. 

162 : 24. Laurens. Henry Laurens (1724-1792) was 
a South Carolinian prominent in Revolutionary days. 

162 : 32. Schuyler. Philip Schuyler (1733-1804) was 
in command of the expedition into Canada in 1775 and 
of the forces sent against Burgogne in 1777. After the 
dose of the Revolutionary War, he was for two terms 
senator from New York. 

163 : 1. Van Buren. Martin Van Buren (1782-1862) 
was the eighth President of the United States (1837-1841). 

163 : 12. Muhlenburgg. H. M. Muhlenburg (1711- 
1787) was a German-American clergym^i who founded 
the Lutheran Church in the United States. His sons, 
J, P. G. Muhlenburg, F. A. Muhlenbm-g, and G. H. E. 
Muhlenbiu*g, all distinguished themsdves as citieens. 

163 : 16. Carroll. Chaiies Carroll (1737-1832) one of 
the signers of the Deolaration of Independence for Mary- 
land. 

163 : 16. Sullivan. John SuUivan (1740-1795) was an 
American general in Revolutionary times. 

163 : 17. Sheridan. PhiHp Henry Sheridan (1831- 
1888) was a prominent general on the Union side in the 
avilWar. 

163 : 17. Shields. General James Shidds (1810-1879) 
served both in the Mexican War and the Civil War. 

19i : 22, Samoan troublA. Omn^to disturbapoes in 
Stunaa in 1889, the jomt pto\jeft\«rcaXfc^\3^^^a«&«^^ 
many, and the Unitei Bta.\» \^ >^««^ ^»«^^*«*^^ 
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years was terminated and the islands partiticmed 
these three powers. In this connection there was 
I between the United States and Germany. 

The Strenuous Life 

iher early collection of essays similar to American 
was the volume entitled The Strenuous Life (1900). 
bter voliune took its title from the first essay which 
en originally a speech delivered by Roosevelt wh«i 
{ before the Hamilton Club of Chicago, April 10, 
In reprinting the essay in this book, portions of it 
jalt particularly with some of the domestic and f<HP- 
roblems arising out of the Spanish-American War 
had just closed are omitted, but enough is given to 
he essential spirit of the address. 

Our RESPONsiBiLrriES as a Nation 

in Roosevelt became President in his own right on 
4, 1905, he delivered this brief inaugural address. 
:hough it is, the reader may find in it the touchstone 
ich to interpret the foreign and domestic poikies of 
ninistration. 

The Man with the Muck-Rake 

occasion of this address was the laying of the eomer- 
3f the OflBce Building bf the House of Representa- 
.\pril 14, 1906. Just at that time, criticism was rife 
press, especially on the part of some of the popular 
ines, regarding public evils and the actioxis of thoae 
hority. Roosevelt took this occafison tA vckdasMi;^^ 
lere was a difference betweexi \<&t9i\AXQ»Xfc tsc^^aa*^ 
exaggeration in which, man.^ '^o\}dki»X&^«^'^^*^^^ 
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ing. After discussing this topic he passed to the matter 
of the accountability to the community of those who had 
accumulated large property. 

177 : 2. Capitol. The capitol at Washington was be- 
gun in 1793 and substantially completed in 1811. 

177 : 20. Bunyan's. John Bunyan (1628-1688) was 
a celebrated English preacher who wrote the prose allegory 
The PilgrMs Progress 1678 (second part 1684). The suc- 
cess of the allegory has come not merely from its exposi- 
tion of the Protestant theory of the plan of salvation as 
from the vivid representation of persons and places and 
the effective narrative. 

177 : 21. Man with the Muck-rake. This character 
appears in the Second Part of Pilgrim's Progress. The 
Interpreter conducts Christian into a room " where was a 
man that could look no way but downwards, with a muck- 
rake in his hand. There stood also one over his head with 
a celestial crown in his hand, and proffered him that crown 
for his muck-rake: but the man did neither look up, nor 
regard, but raked to himself the straws, the small sticks, 
and dust of the floor." 

179 : 14. Aristides. A celebrated Athenian statesman 
and general who lived in the foiuiih century B. C. 

179 : 31. Panama Canal. The building of a ship canal 
across the Isthmus of Panama is one of the great^t tan- 
gible results of Roosevelt's Presidency. For over four hun- 
dred years there had been discussion of the project and a 
few attempts at accomplishing it. Roosevelt's interest in 
the scheme led to the United States beginning the work of 
confitructing the canal in 1904. It was completed in 1914, 
the cost being approximatdvf ^IbJ^K^J**^. 
181 : 19. Crackling ol tiYioxxA, ^v^. ^^^fc^is^fc.^t/^ 
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istes VII, 6. The image is from the Eastern use of thorns 
• fuel. A fire of such material bums up quickly. In 
is passage in the Bible it is used as a comparison to show 
w futile was mirth which was merely frivolous. 
182 : 11. " Ecclegiastical Polity." This book was 
itten by the English theologian, Richard Hooker (155^ 
00). 

The Development of the American Nation 

This speech delivered at the opening of the Jamestown 
[position is representative of Roosevelt's occasional 
Beches made for various political and social occasions, 
contains a significant review of the factors in the de- 
lopment of the American nation. In this respect it 
istrates the truth of the statement made about Roose- 
It that, " With him, love of country was based upon 
mplete knowledge. He knew his country's history as 
V men know it." 

189 : 3. celebrating. In 1907, the Jamestown Exposi- 
n was held on Hampton Roads, Virginia, in commemo- 
>ion of the three hundredth anniversary of the first per- 
inent English settlement in America. 
189 : 5. first settled. The first permanent settlement 
the English was in 1607 at Jamestown, on the banks 
the James river in Virginia, about thirty-two miles 
>m its mouth. On the site of the settlement, are at 
3sent ruins of the fort, a church, and two or three 
uses. 

189 : 17. the Cavalier and the Puritan. See note 
:24. 

'96 : 5. MATtin Chuzzlewit. In tVoa noN^Xyj ^^5ms^^ 
kens, the portiona descriptive oi \Jafe\ietc?^ exs^^^^^ 
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in America are Chapters XV-XVII, XXI-XXUI, 
XXXni and XXXIV. The description <rf Eden may be 
lound in Chapters XXI, XXm, and XXXIII. 

196 : 11. Andrew Jackson (1767-1845). The seventh 
President of the United States (1829-1837). 

196 : 27. Jaflanon. See note 68 : 15. 

196 : 28. Marshall. John Marshall (1755-1835) ww 
a celebrated American jurist, who was chief justice of the 
United States Supreme Court (1801-1835). 

197 : 19. Grant. See note 2 : 28w 
197 :-20. Lee. Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) was com- 

mander^in-chi^ oi the Confederate Army in the Civil War. 
199 : 15. Sketch. The reference is to the life of Ed- 
mund Burke, the English statesman of the eighteenth 
eentury,^ which John McMrley, the English statesman and 
author, wrote in 1879 ior the English Men of Letters 
Series. 

Conservation of Natural Resources 

Roosevelt's name will always be associated with the 
movement for the conservation of natural resources. All 
during his Presidential care^, this attempt to foster fore- 
sight and restraint in man's use of the primary sources of 
wealthy— the earth's surface, the forests and waters upon 
it, and the minerals beneath it, — and to secure their equal 
«i}oyment by the people of this and of future generatioiK 
received his constant and enthusiastic attention* In 190S, 
he called a conference of all the state governors and othff 
delegates to consider the coaservation of natural resources 
in all its ajspects. To thia eoi^wence, which met at tiie 
W%i<e House^ May^ 190S. BiosM^N^^ ^^a»<sK^'«^cs^ ^ 
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27. Pinehot. GiffcHrd Pinchot (18d&-) is an 
an forestry expert who served as Chief of the 
J Bureau during Rooaevdt's administratioii. 

The Duties of the Citizen 

is way back to the United States after his African 
ion, Roosevelt visited several of the European 
; and delivered at each some notable address, 
the most interesting of these addresses was the 
e reprinted which was delivered in Flans before a 
nd representative body of French scholars and 
otables. 

12. famous university. The Sorbonne was 
1 about 1250. 

21. GamalieL A famous Jewish rabbi who was 
cher of the Apostle Paul. " To sit at the feet of 
3l '' has become a common expression for being a 
or learner. 

8. Hotspur. Henry Percy, an En^h nobleman, 
IS killed in the battle of Shrewsbury, 1403. His 
)us nature and his fiery temper won for him the 
Qe Hotspur. Shakespeare gives an engaging pic- 
him in Henry IV, Part I. 
26. French epic. The Chanson de Roland. 
20. Malbrook. A popular French song banning 
rook has gone to war.'' The authorship is un- 
but the song is supposed to have origin&ted about 

Last Words on Americanism 

signiGcant that Roosevelt' a \afi^ Tc«£»bJi^ *v*i *^fi>fc 
a people waa upoik tiiue ^Jafisoft «i KssMst««flfiBK 
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He had been invited to speak at a meeting under the 
auspices of the American Defence Society on the evening 
of January 5l9i, 1919. Not being able to attend on ac- 
count of his health, he wrote and sent the letter here 
given which was read at the meeting. 

NATURAL HISTORY 
My Life as a Naturalist 

247 : 19. Audubon. See note 9 : 4. 

247 : 20. Waterton. Charles Waterton (1782-1865) 
was an English naturalist who' spent many years in wan- 
dering about in South America having no other object 
than the pursuit of natural history. His adventures in 
South America are graphically described in his Wander- 
ings in South Americay the Northwest of the United States, 
and the Antilles in 1812, 1816, 1820, and 1824, 

247 : 22. Brehm. Christian Ludwig Brehm (1787- 
1864) was a German ornithologist. 

247 : 24. Darwin. See note 76 : 16. 

247 : 25. Huxley. See note 76 : 16. 

247 : 25. Marsh. Othniel Charles Marsh (1831-1899) 
was an American zoolo^st and paleontologist who /ic- 
complished a great amount of valuable scientific work in 
the discovery of fossil vertebrates in the geological forma- 
tions of the Western states. 

247 : 26. Leidy's. Joseph Leidy (1823-1891) was an 
American naturalist who made many important contribu- 
tions to paleontology and other branches of natural science. 

248 : 2. Osborn. Heniy Y^ix^L'eiVi ChJaQtn is a noted 
American paleontolo^t. 

261:20. Merriam. Sefe iio\fe VI. .^^. 
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161 : 20. Burroughs. See note 69 : 16. 

161 : 22. Cherrie. One of the scientists sent by the 

lerican Museum of Natural History with Roosevelt 

the South American trip. 

{61 : 23. Miller. Another scientist sent by the Amer- 

Q Museum of Natural History with Roosevelt's South 

lerican trip. 

t61 : 23. Heller. One of Roosevelt's companions on 

I African trip. 

K61 : 23. Mearns. Another of Roosevelt's companions 

the African trip. 

K63 : 5. Milwaukee. During the violent campaign of 

.2, Roosevelt, while speaking in Milwaukee, was shot 

a fanatic just three weeks before the election, but he 

3 not seriously injured. 

{63 : 14. Agassiz. Alexander Agassiz (1835-1910) was 

( son of Louis Agassiz and himself a naturalist of dis- 

ction, his special interest being marine zoology. 

566 : 29. Selous. Frederick C. Selous (1851-) is an 
glish himter and explorer who has spent much time in 
ith Africa. He has written several books upon his 
)eriences and his observations. 

567 : 7. Wallace. Alfred Russel Wallace (1822-1913) 
s an English scientist. Simultaneously with Darwin he 
lounced the theory of natural selection which he had 
ived at independently. 

Nature Fakirs 

Dne of the surest indications that Roosevelt possessed 
5 spirit of a true naturalist was his impatience with. ti^a. 
Ity observations and false deductioiva oi o^iJckSx^. Ksj^ssv 
again in bia writings he insista upon Ciax^ ^^A ^w»x^^ 



aeo NOTBS 

in observation as well as in the interpr^aikm €i observa- 
tions, even though there may thereby be lost some of the 
sensational features which a too vivid imaginatitm or a 
looseness regarding veracity may so easily in^iart to ac- 
counts of natural phen(»nena. As a desigpation for these 
unscrupulous''p«:%ons, he coined the term '' nature iakas " 
and voiced his indignation toward them in the magmine 
article which is here reprinted. 

268 : 6. unicorn. A fabulous animal with one honi. 

258 : 6. basilisk. A fabulous serpait whose breath, 
and even its look, was fatal. 

268 : IS. Hearne. Samuel Heame (1745-17^) was 
an English explorer who betweoi 1769 and 1772 visitecl 
many parts of British North America. 

260 : 10. Miller. Olive Thome Miller (1831-), autto 
iA several bird books. 

260 : 11. J. A. Allen, etc. These are all Amoi^aB 
naturalists who have written interestingly and accurately 
about outdoor life and wild creatures. 

261 : 5. roc. A mythical Arabian bird of such imr 
mense size that it bore off elephants to feed its young. 

261 : 5. cockatrice. A fabulous monster b^ieved to 
have been hatched by a serpent from a cock's egg^ and 
supposed to possess characteristics of both these animak 
like the basilisk, its breath was bdieved to be fataL 

261 : 32. " King Solomon's llines." A hi^y col- 
ored romance of adventure in the wilds of Africa in quest 
of King Solomon's OjAir — the country mentioned in 
Biblical passages such as / Kings IX, 26 and X, 11, 
whence Solomon received treasures. The exact kMatiflB 
oi this country is iinkxya^Nii, «K^tfJ^as^ ^K&sn% 'W ^^i^ 
cQBjeeturea. 
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: 1. BMggmtd. Sir Q^iry Rider Haggard (1856-) 
I an English novelist. 

MS : 14. " Uncle Bemus." See note « : 25. 

262 : 15. ** lleynard the Fox." A poem, widely popu- 
ar in the Middle Ages, in which the characters are ani- 
oalsy die hero being the fox Reynard. 

268 : 18. Marcus Aurelius. A celebrated R(»nan Em- 
«ror living between 121 and 180 A. D. who was greatly 
lervoted to philosophy. His work, " The Meditations of 
^larcus Aurdius," exhibits his acute, reflective mind. 

268 : 22. White Queen. One of the characters in 
jewis Carroll's ThroiLgh the Looking Glass, 

866 : 4. Barnum's. Phinias Taylor Bamum (1810- 
.891) was a famous American showman. 

866 : 10. Cardiff Giant. In 1868 a rucite statue of a 
Dan was found buried near Cardiff, New York. It was 
piven out that this was a petrified prehistoric giant. It 
miied out that ihe whole matter was a hoax. 

The Deer of North America 

As shown in the Autobiography, Roosevelt's ambition 
a eariy life was to become a naturalist of the type of 
Audubon, Wilson, Baird, or Coues — an outdoor student 
i birds and mammals. The laboratory study of natural 
de&ce as conducted in the colleges had little interest for 
dm. He preferred the study ai the living animal in its 
labitat to the study of its dead body. He felt that the 
NB-suit of this sort of knowledge might be intimately con- 
tected with love of the chase and enjoyment of outdoor 
ife without being overshadowed by them and lost sight 
£, Jlua double purpoac he tried to \xidka.\fcV3 ^Owb^oi^ 
buaterrOAtuniisi " wliich he vtsb iocA <£. w^'^^^Tse^ "^ 
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himself. On his various expeditions he found as keen 
satisfaction in clearing up even in some slight degree the 
imperfect life-history of some animal by observations 
upon its habits as he did in securing tj*ophies of the 
chase. 

While Roosevelt himself almost never referred to him- 
self as a naturalist, yet it may be said that he achieved 
the goal he set for himself in youth of becoming an out- 
door naturalist such as Audubon or Wilson or Coues. hi 
1907 no less authority than Dr. C. Hart Merriam said: 
" Theodore Roosevelt is the world's authority on the big 
game mammals of North America. His writings are fuller 
and his observations are more complete and accurate than 
those of any other man who has given the subject study." 
In 1902, Roosevelt had contributed to a volmne entitled 
The Deer Family several chapters dealing with the deer 
and antelope of North America as he had studied them in 
the West. It is from this book that the two selections here 
included are taken. From them it is easy to discover the 
quahties that made him an authority in this field. 

Observations on Concealing Coloration in Apbican 

Animals 

As indicated above in the selection " My Life as a 
Naturahst," one of the scientific problems that espe- 
cially interested Roosevelt was that of concealing, or 
as it is frequently called, protective coloring. The ques- 
tion at issue was, To what extent does the coloration of an 
animal, by resembling the background against which it 
is seen, render it inconspicuous and thereby protect it 
from its enemies? Some ^wt\\«c^ on \3ckfc ^S^-^^kX. \\sfi«^ 
claimed that all forms oi animaAa «re ^iOTL^es^MMiS^ ^»^^i!«8^ 
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and that this underlying principle is the explanation of 
the development of color in the animal kingdom. Roose- 
velt took issue with so sweeping a generalization, especially 
as it was presented by G. H. and Abbott H. Thayer in 
their book Concealing Coloration in the Animal Kingdom. 
The extract here given from Roosevelt's paper, " Reveal- 
ing and Concealing Coloration in Birds and Mammals " 
states his general position as well as indicates the range 
and accuracy of the observations upon which he based 
his views, especially in connection with data gathered on 
his African trip. 

Animals op Central Brazil 

303 : 1. trip. In the winter of 1913-1914, Roosevelt 
made an exploring and collecting trip through the valley 
of the Amazon River, — the heart of South America. Such 
a trip has been suggested to him in the last year of his 
Presidency by Father Zahm, a Catholic priest who was 
himself fond of exploration and was acquainted with 
South America, but for the time being such a trip was 
put aside for the African trip of 1909-1910. Finding him- 
self invited to deliver several addresses in South American 
coimtries, Roosevelt decided not to return home without 
exploring the depths of the Brazilian wilderness. The 
American Museum of Natural History in New York was 
glad to send two naturalists, George K. Cherrie and Leo 
E. Miller, to accqmpany the expedition. Father Zahm' 
also joined it. Among the others in the party were Roose- 
velt's son, Kermit, who had been with his father on the 
African trip, and Anthony Fiala, a former Axt\,\^ ^-sz^^st^t. 
The object of the expedition was to aee\tt^ ^xvscckS^ "sjs^^ 
olant specimeDs from the central plateau oi ^x^tI^^ "«^^^ 
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lies between the headwaters of the Amazon and Pari^giiay 
rivers. 

After Roosevelt's speaking engag^nents had been ful- 
filled, the expedition started on Decemb^ 9, 1913, into 
the wilds. It was the latter part of April when it emeiiged 
into civilization. The achievements w&ce noteworthy not 
only from a zoolc^cal standpcHnt but also from a geo- 
graphical. A full and vivid account of it is to be found 
in Roosevelt's book Through the Brazilian Wilderness. In 
lieu of an extract firam that book, there is given here a 
resum6 of the trip in a lecture delivered bef oto the members 
of the American Museum of Natural History, December 
10, 1914. 

^03 : 12. Brazilian officenu The Brazilian Oovern- 
ment sent with the Rooseveit eaq>editi<Mi Colonel Rondon, 
a noted army engineer and explorer, and a number of 
assistants and scientific men. 

306 : 15. " Cannibal Fish." The piranha. Roose- 
veit says of this fish in his Through iheBraziUan WUdemess: 
** Soutli America makes up for its lack, relativ^ to Africa 
and India, of large man-eating carnivores by the extraor- 
dinary ferocity or bloodthirstiness ol certain small crea- 
tures of which the kinsfolk elsewhere are harmless. It is 
only here that fish no biggw than trout kill swimmers, 
and bats the size of the ordinary ' fiittermiee ' of the 
Borth^n hemisphere drain the life-blood of big beasts and 
<tf man himself." 

907 : 2. ThB Unknown River. Roosevelt claimed that 

he had put on the map an unknown river in l^igth aod 

volume rou^y oorresponding to the Rhone, the Elbe, or 

the Shine. The upper oo\iTafc,\ft MB«\«^.^^!lal6.lwswt boa 
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known to a few rubber-men but was not known to ge- 
ographers. This announcement caused much discussion in 
scientific circles and learned opinion was divided as to 
the validity of his claim. However this may be, Roose- 
velt and several of his party had an exciting and perilous 
trip down the River of Doubt as they called it. An ac- 
count of this may be read in Through the Brazilian WUr 
demess. 



Printed in the United States of America 



